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PREFACE. 



FELLOW-TOWNSMEN, tn y ni who have learnt to love and look with 
pride upon this Borough wherein we live, whose glory is its age, and 
whose history is enwta.pt with that deep sense of voicefnlness in almost ever>' 
stone ; to you who can, standin!:^ upon the shoulders of time, inhale the spirit 
of those men whi> have spent their life's existence to build it up and make us 
what we are, 1 wish to dedicate these pages. 

But in doing so, 1 aim at so arousing your nataial interest as to gain an 
answer to these two appeals; and the first is this: — Our town's real name is 
Ktrkby Kendal, signifying the ** Church town in the Kent dale," a name which 
carries with it the fact that it is not only of Saxon origin, but that it has grown 
up around its ancient Church. Alike Mrith the Church town in the Lune's 
dale, these two existed befttre the Norman Conquest, these two alone in 
Southern Westmorland ; and yet, whilst Kirkby Lonsdale has retained the full 
gloiy of its name, we in Kendal — shall I say in sloth, or for what other reason? 
— have allowed the distinctive name of Kirkby to disappear, step by step, 
comparatively only within recent years, and certainly without authority. But 
can there be no revival ? To you, then, who love your ancient Borough I 
make this first appeal, that in all documents, print, postal, and other 
communications we reinstate thi name. And there can be no difficulty in so 
doing, for the Post Oilice authorities recognise the name. 

The second is this: — The Society of Arts in Lontlou uiitl other }xu|)le 
elsewhere now recall to visible meiuury Uil lucality ui which their cclebivtics 
dwelt, by erecting circular tablets on the walls where such were born, lived or 
died. And have we none to whom honourable memory- is due ? We who have 
a whole string of Kendal worthies. Would not the cost of such tablets be as 
nothing compared with our pride of them ? I venture to appeal then for this 
also, — ^tbat our naturalists may have visible knowledge of the houses wherein 
John Gough and William Hudson were born ; and the merchant where Sandes 



X. PREFACE. 

sat by his desk; that the enterprising yoath may learn of Dr. Shaw, the 
artist be able to point to the house of Rnmney, and the legal Student to those 
of Alan Chambre and John Bell ; that the scholar may know nf Anthony 
Askew, and the school boy remember that in his grammar school, Ephraim 
Chambers and Edmund Law were educated. So with others in like manner, 
that all these great men, though dead, may yet be called to life as it wexe, to 
speak to us encouragement by an ever present voice. 

" If indeed there he an}' profit in our knowledge of the past, or any joy in 
the thought of being remembered hereafter which can give strength to {nesent 
exertion or patience to present endurance, there are two duti^ *' incumbent 
upon us, whose importance it is impossible to everrate — ^the first to render the 
lives of those who have paved the way before us historical, and the second to 
preserve as the most precious of inheritances, all that is good and noble in the 
record of past ages. 

Now us to the book itself; may it please you to understand that its object 
is to primarily deal with the town's buildin^^s rilone and with the h\es and 
stories directly cciiuiected with thrin. I have souijht to cari:ful!\' draw the Unc 
against all the general history of Us inhabitants, manufactures, charities, etc. 
And further, I desire to emphasise the fact that I cannot claim to be an 
orif!:inal writer on these subjects, but only a collector and roinpilcr of 
innumerable MSS. atid papers— and therein lies my liability to record many 
errors caUin^' for anieiidiiient : fui the u liirh iLjiied ance I chuin excuse and can 
only rely upon the tuwiisujcn of to-day infe>nning me concerning the same, 
that such may be corrected in any subsequent edition that might be called for. 

*' This observation have I found most trtie 
ErrtHgt I U»rne mine errora to subdue." 

— Barnabee. 

For my dates I have resorted to Bartholomew Nobte*s MSS. of 1736 and 
Wharton's "Chronology," which was commenced in 1724, continued by 
Pennington till 1802, and by John Taylor till 2823. But, naturally, my main* 
stay in this has been the most excellent " Local Chronology " compiled in the 
year 1865 up to the year 1850 by the two newspaper editors. Fortune has, 
moreover, possessed me with the late Alderman John Fisher's original MSS. 
relating to the " Old Houses of Kendai ; " and his indefatigable coadjutor, the 
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xi. 



present antiquary of Kendal, Mr. Thomas Jennings, has with infinite pains and 
trouble placed at my disposal his large store of local information. 

I have also to acknowledge my great indebtedness to oitr "Annalist," 
Cornelius Nicholson, and to Miss Nicholson for the loan of some of his MSS. ; 
also to Mr. Titus Wilson for his personal remembrances, to D.K.K.'s 
Person's and Places in Kendal," to Mr. Rushfbrth's " Short History of the 
Parish Church," and Mr. DeRome's MSS. on the ** Roman Catholic History 
of Kendal.'* Lastly, it is with considerable pleasure that I here acknowledge 
my many extracts from Mr. John Watson's admirable articles on our *' Local 
Inn Signs." 

Hn\ yet a great amomit of infortnation about our ancient Borough must 
still l)e hidden in the many title deeds and docuinLiits buried away in the safes 
of our landhjrds, which, could they be looked through, might bring to light 
. many an old name of street, yard, or house of which we have at present but 
little idea. 

The present book, therefore, is only an attempt to bring together the 
information that I have been cabled to glean of the history, romance, and 
l^end that is in danger of being forgotten; and to so arrange it, not 
chronologically, but in the order as the houses range themselves along our 
streets. 



JOHN F. CURWEN. 



Horncop Hall, 



Kendal t 1900. 
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The Introduetion. 



<*JL straggling Inirgh, of anolent elutftw piovd. 
And dtgnlllad by bnttiementi and towoM, 

Of a stern oastle, mouldering on the brow 

Of a green hill—** (Wordsworth). 




INTRODUCTION. 



THE town of Kirkbic'-Kcndall is situated, as its name implies, within the 
valley of the Kent, and just at that point where the surroundinf; fells con- 
verge the most nearly together, a strategical point at an altitude of 183 
feet above sea Unrel^ connnanding the tvlK^ vall^. In this narrowed portion oi 
the vale, Nature has further strengthened the position by a central hill, formed by 
a terminal moraine, thus subdividing it mto two still narrower ways. Here it was 
that the sagaeions Romans raised their watch camps on Castle Hill and Castle 
How Hill, in connection with their larger military station at Water Crook. 

And through this valley flows a river whose name is the same as one of the 
roost ancient connties in the kingdom, and we know that the nauMS attadied to 
rivers and mountains are more ancient than any other. Celtic in its origin, and 
with its signification still retained in a Welsh word implying a district of rolling 
hills. The town's name, alike to so many other ancient places, is derived from the 
primitive Church planted by the side of this river, then known and until Camden's 
time written, as the "Can." Kirk bye Can dale— Church town in the Can or 
Kent dale. A town of Saxon institution, the site of a Roman station, the seat and 
capital of a feudal barony of considerable power, with its solitary Christian Church 
over an extensive district, some 40 miles in circumference. 

The ancient Brigantes— that last proud British tribe to bend the nedc to the 
Roman yoke, with the flower of its youth crushed and degraded by servitude and 
ocmacriptioa Into Constantine's legicms— harried on every side by rathtess enemies, 
became an easy prey, after the departure of the Romans, to the Anglo-Saxons, who 
were formerly their allies against the Picts and Scots. The tribes from the shores 
of the Elbe and the Baltic poured into Cumberland and Northern Westmorland by 
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way of the Roman Road and Maiden Way, and by way of Ulverslon and Dalton 
they advanced and occupied the country aboot Kendal. As colonists, these English 
folk gathered in village communities, girting their ** hams " or ** tuns " about by a 
hedge. All the individuals of the community were united by the blood^ixMid," 
each freeman or "ceorl " was a landowner, and had a right to sit at the folk^mote 
and " witan." The cbiefest among them called the *' earlderman " became the 
overlord and ruler. 

If we turn to the Sagas, and other early records of the history and manners of 
the Saxons, we find that their principal habitations rarely consisted of more than 
two apartments, and that the lord and his ** hearth-men ** sat by the same 6re at 
which their repast was cooked, and at night retired to share the same bedroom, 

which served also as a council chamber. Camping out was the normal existence 
of the mass of the people, their wooden huts of one room being only considered 
as a more permanent kind of cnmp. If they required an interna! fire, it was 
kindltil in the centre of the iloor and the smoke made its way out throngh an 
opening in the roof, or by the door, window, or eaves of the thatch. And such, 
doubtless, would be the style of dwelling that the Saxons would bring witii them 
to this country. The quarricfi which had supplied the Roman builders ceased to 
be worked, and the thane built his *<hair* from the woods of the district, and 
thatched it with reeds or straw, or roofed it with wooden shingle. One house 
differed but slightly from ifs neighbour, and all must have been alike rude internally 
and externally, faintly lighted, badly ventilated, and wanting in every appliance 
for comfort and decency. 

By>and-byc, near the spot where possibly stood the sculptured cross, erected by 
the wandering Christian missionary who first came to our river side to baptize and 
preach the gospel, there arose the ample little church on forked timbers or 
** furcce," with roof of thatch and mud wattle>woven sides, now under charge of a 
resident priest. The religious establishment begat tithes ; this entailed the necessity 
of a union of several <* tuns " or townships and hence followed the organization of 
the parish, with its boundaries and " God's acre.'* Thus did the Saxons exist in the 
land of Cumbria, along with the Brythons of Strathclyde, till the end of the IX*** 
c( ntury, when the Danes and Norwegian Vikings entered the land by way of 
Morecanibe Hay. 

The Scandinavians were pushing, energetic settlers, expert with the axe and 

fond of the soil. They cleared spaces in the forests termed " ihwaites," and raised 
their homcetcarls nnd called them " by" or hyc " prefixed by their own svirname. 
Artists .sprang up who could Ucsigu an intiuite variety of beautiful patterns with the 
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iotertacing band, knot, and plait-work, who could delineate and carve on tbc stone, 
figures and symbolB derived from the pagan mythology <A their fatherland, and 
set theno forth to elucidate some religious thought, or to exemplify some Christiau 
verity. 

It is impossible, of course, to give a d. si rijHi<>ii <>l what Kirkby Kcndal was 
like in those days of troublous anarchy, ravages, and nitlilcss bloodshed, so that 
we can only conjure up from the realms of fantasy, a vague idea of the little 
community and wattle church, until the days when the country came within the 
grip of the conquering Norman, and the town was given over to Ivo de Tailbois. 
In place of the Roman watch camp, a Norman castle was built, with its dairy and 
flour mill at Castle Dairy and Castle Mills. 

The amount of accommodation in the ordinary Norman house was not much 
greater than in the Saxon or Scandinavian homestead, for we find, still only the 
chief room or kaU and the single bedchamber or thalamM. Buildings of stonework 
were too costly for general adoption, and so the Normans continued to build with 
timber, and employed nmd-stickers {luti apposiioits) to fill in the framework with 
mud-clay well mixed with straw, and plasterers {dtalbatores) to whitewash the whole 
work over. We must not therefore consider the practice of whitewashirifj ns a vice 
peculiar to inoLktu times, tor even so late as the days of the introduction of sea- 
borne coal as fuel, our ancestors strongly objected to it because the smoke 
blackened the while walls of their buildin^fs. 

The home manufacturers, ronsistinj^ of spinnerj and weavers, settled on the 
unenclosed ground, extending from t!u: cotntnon land on the fell side down to the 
river, and in consideration of liUciiy to pUnl ihcuibclves thereon, and the protection 
the baron in bis castle aflforded them, they bound themselves to learn archery, 
in some cases to find horses, and to answer the summons of the lord when he 
required their assistance to march against an enemy. 

Nevertheless, it will be noticed that the church mid town stand upon one side 
of the river, not easily crossed in flood time, and the castle on the other, a drcum- 
stance which roust have given to the town an independent character of its own, and 
history shows that its trade and industries were carried on in alliance with, rather 
than in subserviance to, the great baron across the water. Kendal has no Bond> 
gate to mark the street where the bondmen lived, nor has It any designation by 
which any of its localities are pointed out as the residence of the serf. Doubtless, 
at the time of the Conquest, the little place consisted only of the three streets which 
bear the Saxon postfix of "gate" — ^viz., Soutcrgate, Stirklandgate, and Stream- 
meundgate, but even these were not of the same length or width as our modem 
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thoughts would fancy, for in early days be it not forgotten, even the principal 
towns were then only like the villages of to*day. 

With the fortiiied castle belonging to the great Barons, and the industrious 
Saxoii p<>[niiation able and worthy to maintain their own ways, it was natural that, 
at so early a period as the reign of Richard 1., a charter should be granted to 
Kendalians to hold a weekly market every Saturday, which in the year laio was 
further extended to the holding of a fair in addition. 

Yes, brave little Kendal ; throughout the advances and retreats of the Roman 
legions, the invasions of the Picta, and the destructions and burnings by Saxons 
and Danes, the vitality of this community overcame all and grew — slowly it might 
be, yet steadily— in trade, character, and wealth. 

An inquiry into the state of domestic architecture in Kendal during the Early 
English period, when Henry III. was the *' Architect King," is attended with much 
diflficulty. No remains here have descended to our time, owing no doubt to the 

combustiltle niater'rals of which they were built, and what few buildings there arc 
scattered about the country of this period, are SO greatly dilapidated or so entangled 
with later alterations, that it becomes next to impossible to describe even their 
main features. 

And the same may be said of the Edwardian period, when the Decorative style 
prevailed. But of this, we do know that Edward I. laboured to introduce and 

encourafjc in England the arts that he had witnessed spring up around him in 
France, and, simultaneously willi liie rapid clt \ elopinent in ecclesiastical archi- 
tecture, similar progress was made in the planning and cnlargeineat of domestic 
buildings, witii au uictease in comfort and of more civilized ideas. 

The progress of commerce and national enterprise in the XV'^* century, 
opened up fresh channels, of which our townsmen seem to have taken full 
advantage. Moreover, the institution of guilds and fraternities among the trades 
diffused a spirit of emulation into the cotnnieicial and working classes. Labour 
became divided, the "njysteries" of trade increased, the feudal system was 
lireaking up, and the people, iustcud of living under a superior who secured their 
services in return for food and protection, became more independent, and sought 
their own homes wherein to live. So that we find the ** he£d house " of the burgher 
and the cottage home of the peasant, alike rendered the more comfortable by this 
general prosperity. 

Ami )et it \ei y unlikely that tlu ie wi-rt: many i>eils or even bedrooms in 
their houses. Any one who may take ihe ituubic lu look over the printed wills and 
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inventories of this date cannot fail to perceive how very valuable beds were 
esteemed. The fact is, that we are only tr>o apt to view the manners and habits of 
remote times through a medium liif,'hly tinged with the results and conveniences of 
modern life, and it is only by looking through the dry schedules of household effects, 
and taking the uuinbcr of their pots and pans, their beds and tables, and other 
domestic goods, that we can he enabled to judge how meagerly our ancestors were 
lodged, and how far from luxurious their daily mode of life must necessarily 
have been* 

During the XVI'*" century shops began to appear in the principal streets, but 
they were mostly of the store-room kind, the chief places for the display of goods 
still being in the market or fair. 

There can be little doubt that wood still formed the principal material £k 

building purposes, fit>r Harrison, in his Description of England, during this period, 
observed that ** with the exception of mansions belonging to the nobility, and the 

more wealthy gentry, Imildings were generally constructed of timber." So long 
as there was a great al)undance of a material so easily convertible, it was naturally 
preferred to stone, the use of which, rvcn when quarries were near at hand, involved 
a considerable expense for any sort of work but tliat of the rudest nature. 

The framework of the XVII* century buildings was constructed of massive 
oak beamsi very rudely "sett vpp, made and fiiramyd," and firmly pinned together 

by strong wooden pegs or trennels. Large open oaken grdlcrics formed a con- 
spicuous feature in these houses. They were approaclicd from tiie street by heavy 
flights of stone stairs, and were carried, suinetiiues ui double tiers, along the whole 
frontage of the building, opening into other shops or dwellings. 

The projection of the gallery made the front or ground floor beneath it into a 
sort of piazza, (juite open to the street, which, by the tempting shelter it afforded in 
foul weather, and before the days of the " portalilc oilcloth pent-house carried in the 
hand,"* became notorious as the rendezvous where the loungers " mOjt did con- 
gregate, and where the unruly spirits of tlic town gathcrc.t together to laugh and 
unsparingly launch their gibes at the luckless passcrs-by. The upper stories thus 
projecting over the lower had the further advantage, in the narrower streets, of 
allowing the ladies ensconsed beside their latticed casements, to chat or fratch as 
the case might be, across the way. 

The smaller houses were inconveniently luw, so much so indeed that a man 

• The BnCEncUskmn who ciiried ao umbrelU »«9 Jonas Hanway, wbo died in 1786^ but it waa Icnoim 
i* Bn^and earner. 
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exceeding the middle stature could not pass under the lintel of the door without 

stooping. They were 
''^ J for the most part 
thatched, and the tim- 
ber of the roof did not 
rest up>on the walls, 
but upon upright posts 
that were fixed into the 
ground, and formed 
the skeleton which the 
mason or plasterer 
completed. The 
ground floor frequently 
was laid below the 
court, which necessi- 
tated a descent of a 
step or two, and yet 
apart from these in- 
conveniences they 
were none the less in- 
teresting, especially as 
regard their interiors, 
and it is from them 
that we learn the 
names given to the 
various parts, which 
are now so quickly 
disappearing from our 
vocabulary. 

Beneath the heavily nailed front door, with its wooden latch and bolt, was the 
" thrcshwootl," a huge piece of oak, let into the ground, secured in the walls on 
cither side, and standing some five or six inches above the floor level. It was 
upon this "threshwood " that cross-straws and horseshoes were laid to prevent the 
entrance of witches. Within was the hallan ' leading to the several rooms, 
which were paititioned off by a wicker-work smeared over with clay and cow dung. 
Passing through the " mell-door," you entered into another passage called the 
" heck," which was divided off from the " house-room " by an oaken screen, 
panelled and carved with scroll ornament, initials and date, whilst from a beam 
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above usually hung some cow hair for the purpose of cleaning the combs upon. 
Behind this " heck " was placed the great polished settle, winking solemnly in the 
heat beside ihc hre. 

Tlie main front window to this house-room was generally divided Into three or 
four lights, at first only some eight inches wide. But, when the condition of the 
town became more settled and neighbours more peaceful, these lights were made 
wider and secured by iron bars for the purpose of kecpinf^ out intruders. The 
smaller window opeucti fioni under the ingie-nook, and SLld(3tn exceeded two iij^hts. 
Though glass was in paili'd use at this time, it is beyoud all doubt that wooden 
lattices and shutters (femsti'tt iigmoe) were still the ordinary apparati for lr)e 
exclusion of light and air, as well as for protection against the weather. But even 
when fitted with the greatest accuracy, these '* windo.w-doors " must have been 
chilly neighbours to one's chair, for in looking through household accounts, it is 
no uncommon thing to find an entry for ** making the windows shut better than 
usual." Window-glass was one among the many commodities which we obtained 
in the middle ages from the Flemings in exchange for our staple woollen produce. 

Opposite the fire-side the eye rested upon a !arf]fe oaken cloiet of different com- 
partnienls — gleaming with pewter — on which again were carved the owner's name 
or initials, the year in which it was made, usually between 1650 and 1720, and 
endless scrawls and runic knots, some of which are extremely amusing to trace 
through all their intricate windings. 

Thougli the dwellings of our ancestors appear rude in description, their 
furniture was plain and homely in an e(|uai degree. Running down the lengtii of 
the conunon room was to be found the immovable board which passed from 
generation to generation, that long oaken table with a bench on cither side, where 
all the family — master, mistress, children and servants— ale together from off a 
service of pewter, or in the poorer houses, from off their maple trenches; the 
puddings being served up in piggins " or small wooden vessels, and the liquids of 
every kind, whether milk, broth or beer, were served in wooden vessels made of 
staves and hoops. The cbeeful blazing fire, composed until the days of coal of 
peat and " elding,"* was lighted on a hearth slightly raised firom the ground ; and 
al>ove, the " rannel*balk " crossed the chinmcy, from which beam hung the **ratten- 
crook" for the purpose of suspending the kettles over tlu: fire. In front was the 
iron tripod, " brandiron " or " brandreth," with its girdle, a circular iron plate for 



*Saxoii ior old Md dead things, retained as a provincial oame for firiac stuff. 
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baktag the famous oat cakes, clap bread, or riddle bread upon, tn front of the fire 
was the "sconce," a kind of long- moveable settle, that not only kept the cold 
draughts from ofT the back, but also acted as a kind of Dutch oven wliercin the 
older members of the family seated themselves. Tin- chairs were of heavy oA<, and 
m:idc to serve many generations, with high arms and carved backs, which by being 
narrow and upright, 

** PfiMied hard against the ribsi 

And brui^'d the side ; and elevated high, 

Taught the raiaed shoulders to invade the ears." — Cowptr. 

4 

Convenieotly situated near by, stood a square upright staff fixed into a solid block 
of wood at the bottom. This simple contrivance supported the candlestick, 
properly named at that tim^, as it was little else than a hollowed stick fixed by 
a peg into the upright stand, notched out at different levels to receive it. 

What a picture at once presents itself of those olden days, when the liains hung 
aloft amid convolving wreatiis uf sinuke ascending tu tlic sniaii speck of sky which 
appeared like a lid to the chimney! Beneath this dome — ^io wet weather con- 
tinually shedding a black sooty lee, called the *' ballan drop," and in the gloom, 
only rendered more gloomy by the light of the spluttering candle— sat the family, 
when smoke and smothre smytt in yr eyen," and yet withal cosy and warm. Here, 
the men with their hats on,* would enga^ in their wool carding, whilst the 
spinsters with their spindle and whorl, would 

" Spin i' ihc spark, and knit i' the dark." 

The people wore very little cloth of any kitKl that was not gathered from the fleeces 
o{ their own flocks and spun at home. Part of the yarn the journeying weaver 
would manufacture into a kind of duffel or frieze for the clothing of the men, and a 
sort of russet or wincey for the use of the women. The rest of the yarn was knit 
ii)to stockings, and the careful liau!>ewife, to save them from the hard wear of the 
wooden clog, adopted the simple expedient of smearing the heels with melted pitch 
and then dipping them immediately in the ashes of turf. This ^'luanou;* mixture, 
incorporated with the woollen, formed a hard and flexible compound, which acted 
in a most efficacious manner. 

The few bedsteads that anciently were in use were of massy oak, having a 



* Some old country men are stiil in ibe habit of sitting by the hrc with their heads covered, which is 
dunbllcst a MMvival of the once iwccsMry custom for protectiog the hsir from tb» maHy lee of the chiniwy. 
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tester of the same material, aod to serve the purpose of the modern wardrobe the 
apartments were famished with a number of rudety carved chests. 

Thus were tlic iioiises htiik ami furnished, as by dcg^recs tlie town sprang into 
existence. Ponderous buildings, sometimes of m.iny tenements, were set up against 
?ome lowly thatched abode, just how and where each fancy placed it, necessarily 
along the town-way sides, but without any ihouglit for its neighbour, and without 
any line to dictate its bearing. Little wonder have we then in finding, that after 
the New Biggin was "sett vpp " in the middle Soutergate, that the authorities 
a«oke to the position of things* and fearing lest the " lyke or worse should heare- 
after ensewe,** they enacted in 1577 the following " Order for buyldinge w**^ thia 
Borouglie/* which has been preserved for iis in the Boh off Rtwdt i — 

5 december, 1577. The AMerman and BargetMt of this Bonvghe off Kirkbiekcndall at this 
pnte (present) not onelye beinge and throaithlie pceyvinge (pereelvinx) by sandcye 
Examples the manyfest hurte and Ineonvenysnee alredya cone to this Boroaghe by 

ihc great streitninge off the Markelt places within the Same, By reason CheRlye off 
Dyvcrs howses, shoppcs. Taverns, grccis (gillcricR). stayres, and buyldinge hcretoafore 
beinge sufTcride to bee sett vpp, made, and fframyd by sundrye psonns (penions) w'>>in the 
Same, Bat alao doabtinge that the lyke or trorse heareafter ihoald enaewe and be 
attemptyd & doone by others (o the ffartber ptadice (prcjodice) theroff, Iff spedie 
remodic, foresight, and rcdresae should not (in tyroe) be had aod pvided 0>rovided) 
therin — 

THERFORR it is now Ordeyned & Constitutid b)' the Alderman & the xij" head 
Burgesses otT the same Boroughe at this tyme beinge, That no mancr off person or 
pcrMHit whatsoever ffroroe hencfurthe ahall or may Improve, Incroche, stopp, streytten, 
or take trpp any ffrwunt roweme or ground to buyld vpon in any parte, place, circnyte, or 
precincte off the Merkett place withia thia Boroughe off Kirkbiekcndall withowte the 
speciall apoyntemi & assignem* off the Alderman & Burgesses off the Same, or the more 
p'le (part) off t!iem ffroue tyme to tyme beinge, vpon payne to losse and fforfeitte to the 
Chamber oft the Boroughe. toe q^c xx.'« (yff it be done in any parte or place where any 
m'keth (market) is kepte). And iff it be dune in any other parte or place wi>>in thia borugh 
owte off the Market! places wher m'kethc (market) is not keptc Then tec tpc s^. 

8 December 1577* Provided NcvertbeleMC yff any suche buyldinge Incrochem' or Noysaunce 
hcarnficr be made & sett vpp or to be made & sett vpp in any parte or place w'^in this 
Boroughe, That then it shalbe at the pleasure off the Alderman an;l Burgesses, or the 
more p'te of them ffor the tyme beinge, the Same to pull Uowen or btay at their Dis- 
Cfecona (The fforfcytoor off the payns aforesayd or either off them in anywise notw^b 
stand). 

And soon after provision was made against persons having fires in their houses in 
which no chimneys existed. 




it 

And vf t for nil tin'?, an ! in despite of repeated enactment, each succeedinp 
hou'^o spranj: up and jolted its neighbour, or trod on its corns, to such an extent that 
it drew from the rVict Gray in w'nct] writing in his journal to Dr. \Vi»arton, 

the remark : — " E.\c( piin^; ihc two piiin-ip.il str-^ots, all the houses swm as if they 
had been dancing a country dance, an<J were uul ; there they stand, back to back, 
CCMmer to corner, some up bill, some down, without intent or meaning." 

From Camden and Speed, the contemporary fathers of English antiquity and 

topography, in the XVI* century, we can learn but little of our town's appearance 
beyond what is shown upon the latter's plan of 1614. Twenty years later, August, 
1634, some military tourists noticed the peculiar cross like form of the principal 
thoroughfares, and, in their journal, say : — " This townc is like a windmill saile." 

George Baker, a secret correspondent with the Parliamentary party, in his 
Ntwts from the Ntrtit published in 1642, says :'— On October I7tb, we arrived in 
Kendall, being a Maior town, and chiefest of the Barony, and not a little to be com- 
mended for its scituation, having a faire river surrounding part of it called Kent, 
from whence the towne's denomination Kent-Dale, by contrashion Kendall." 
Interesting as this Commonwealth period in Kendal is, I should knuckle — knock 
the boundary fence of my subject too nuu h to rntrr upon it here, but considering 
the " Great Victory of KcijUail Heath,' upon the 13th of May, 164b, 1 subjoin as a 
footnote the incidents that led up to it."^ 



* This aecittt informer in his News/nm ike North, writes :— " On immdav* iM^ngr tlw aoth nf Oetolier 
(i^>42) the CommiMMmcT* of Array appointed for the County of Wetttncrlana, had the attendanoe of the 
whole Barony net-i tl>e toun.bya forewarning : the agipcr^ncc was about a thousand, mdcly aimed, with 
<|uarter>»tavc<i, (litth-fork*, welch4ionks; aomv frw uith pikt-s and muskets but there was no cnmmis»ion 
rtad, oni'ly .sir Philip Musj;rave, a tiirn-CDat I'arhamenticr, made a shcirt speech unto ihcm. wheiein he 
txprciised a care of the counties pood was their sunimi>nin<; topelhcr, and havint; read a I'rotcstation of His 
Majesties made at ( "luster. a>ked them it they would stand for defence of His .Majesty and the true Protestant 
Heli;;i«n, which l>ein); unanimously assented to by a gencrall yea, the Assembly dispervcd upon it." He 
further writes ol tlie preparations lietnii made under Sir Piiilip, tlrs great Royalist soldier of thr Ndrth-VVV^t, 
for an attack upon Hotham's Parliamentary loices at Hull by ii>,i>o<i of the " Mali>:natit l^jrlv " in tln-se 
Northern C ounties, The attack proved indt-cisive. Aftf-r tin- kciy.il s« r1ef»»r^t at Swarthmoor, near LTverstont 
am! ilii t nil' III' tiT > t I. >iji s ! ;i I s mi: Kiri' l.i I im-ii si rii> !■ i li.iv i' ^till hcun uni iur aims, not !iO much for offeillive 
bu! fiir ilrf._v.,ivr ]]ur[,c i,i;s, to protect their r.illvr IrMii: ("iili,n)cl Ki4by's iriva-ioii. 

In li i- 1 .1 U ii.jit 't ('14S, however, the K \mIi~(-- in t ■.iii]ii.?rland Ifejpin to join ti.Tmi'i thi^ Duke of 

Hmiiiltoa ami the m>>det;ite Presl>ytefiar>> in il.niu. L.iiii;(!.ile .Tnd Sir Philip rai-i-ii tlic fiirccs cf ( umber- 
land a 'id Westmorland, seized tar lisle, .irnl i a i i - il \\ vn iIh--, fu'cn ;ii m>s* the HonUt . Hut nn our «<>utliern 
Ijoidir General l.arnl>eit, who comnanJcJ ihc TaiJiaiLVHUiy anny in l..ancashirt, ailvaiiCcU northward tu 
anpprest this Royalist dcmonsitratiun. 

I'he result I glean fr.im a letter sold at the Knyall Exchange in Cornhill, 1643, as follows: — 

"Sir,— Here is ^reat stniglini;, and much o|>|>ositign by tM advene Mrty« to the putriilie peace of these 
CountiMt for sir Philip Mus^'rave, Coi. Stradling. ( Ibe Governor of Carlisle) and the rett of the Cavalry in 
the parts a<lj:icent, have had severall mectinirs in Westmereland fur the arming and pulling themselves in • 
pnsture of defence, and have summoned in the Inhabitants (o make their appearance at Kendall Heath ; upon 
the l,",lh. of tlii> inst.int May, which accordini;Iy they did, where Sir Philip iMu-prave and Col. Stradling pro- 
noundecl stvirall Pri'pu^itions unto them, tiuichinp their drsijjn'i and en(;ai;<-ment lor their dread soverei^;n the 
Kmc; «hich dune, the Malignant party with a shiiU cccho, said they vvi,ulJ live and dy with them, for the 
resloiinj; i>f his Ma^e«ty to his just rijiits, and setliii)» the peace i>f the Kin;;duinc ; and a-i they wcie drawing 
olf front the Kandevouc. M^jar :>ander>oa and Maior Cholmley, with a party of Horse fell upon them, and 
»fier « ^rt oonSic^ rcacned diver* honest men gi the country* wlion tiwy nid apprehended for not tbt^fiof 



Digitized by Google 



13 



That quaint old work, Blome's BriiamU, written in 1673, speaks of " Kirkby- 
Kendale as a Market town, which for largeness, neatness, good buildings and 
trading, is the chief in the County .... It has deserved!)' purchased a good 
name, and thi; great trade here drovcn makes il to be very pnpuloii?;, for the people 
seem to be shapen out for trade .... whereby cite poor are daily set on work 
and the town much enriched. The town is most pleasantly scituated in a good air, 
amongst hills* on the West side of the river Can .... and buiit in the form 
of a crosst having two long streets, which overthwart one another, etc.** 

-Again, the author of A Fortnight's Ramble to the Lal;e$, in the beginning of the 
XVIII'^ century, writes — "The tenter-grounds on the sides of the little hills 
resenible the growth of the vine orchards in Spain and from having much and many 
coloured cloths upon them, I should hope that irade flourishes. T would wish to 
say sometliing in praise of the town, but it is too ill-paved to mind anything but 
your feet." The author of Thg Strm^t Advaitum «/ a Pkoitrnt 9U0 refers to the 
** quaint old town, which, perched on the steep slope of a hill, has sometimes those 
curious juata-positions of door-step and chimney-pot which are familiar to the 
successive torracea of Dartmouth." The sketch on the following page of Fountain's 
Brow is a good illustration of this. 

The first law for making turnpike roads in EnL'l.uul was enacted in 1662, and 
the first toll gate was erected in 1679 on the London aud Harwich Road. But few 
parts of England could have been so inacces»ble as Westmorland prior to the 
middle of the XVIII**> century. Roads were scarce, unless the dignity of the name 
be given to the few rough tracks, less than six feet wide and deep in fluid sludge, 
which served for the passage of the pack horses, of which ^94 were employed in 
carrying weekly the merchandise of Kendal alone. Between the years ijst to 
1760 several turnpike roads were opened, and the "halts*** or hampers of the pack 
horses gave place to carts. 

In the former year an Act was obtained for the south road firom Keighley to 



tbe miiMiww, and took divers pciM>neii, lOMling the rest. Th«y also dinrmed diven, and adaittod 0ieM 
their liberty who yfwimed not toiiv«fe uiMm any wch mmnuiu for Ui« fittufa— Co). StradBng wm ia dancer 
bui r4caiicd. la Mi conflict wai talteo aboat 300 prinnerH two CutOBf% wMdi lad this MotM ia Intttn of 
CM 

For COD 
KING CHARLES." 

Ahrr tViis affair, the Royalists were driven back to the shelter of Carlisle Castle, and t^tmbcit held the 
CLKintry till Hamilton advanced frum tiie north. Lambeit theo retired before the advancing KuyalUts, who 
marched thraoyk K. Keodai aad K. Lonidile to IVei(on» where on the i/tb of Anguat they were aeatea and 
driven back. 

•Tii««erdiiprabalil7deii*odiiomAei|flrAa<lr,anobnale|epnctidpleorthewibto hoM. 
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Kendall and another for the north road from Heron Syke (where it Joined the 
Lancaster road) to Zamont Bridge, on the confines of Cumberland. The com- 

pletion of these public works introJuced p^st chaisss in 1754, which were equivalent 
in those days to first class travelUng» and the first carrier's waggon on the road 

Ix'tween London and 
Kendal was estab- 
lished in 1757, a seat 
on the tianip straw of 
which represented the 
third class. The 
second class by stage 
coach, was introduced 
here after the com- 
pletion of the Seven 
Years War and the 
peace of Paris in 1763, 
when the " Flying 
Machine" made the 
journey to London at 
the marvellous pace of 
six miles an hour. 
This old clumsy 
vehicle, with its has* 
ket swung behind for 
half-price passengers, 
was drawn by six 
horses, the coachman 
having four-in-hand, 
with a postilion in 
charge of the two 
leaders. Drawn up in 
the inn yard ready for 
nok of pity 




Fo-:viAiv IIkuw, KPNTAt. 
a start, the crowd gathered around it, and with a wild surmise and I 
they gazed at the intrepid travellers, each with his fourteen pounds of luggage 
piled up on the roof, where none dare venture for fear of his neck. BraVe men ! 
they had booked, but before di>ing so had made their wills and committed them- 
selves to Providence. Like passengers by the first railway train, they cursed the 
curiosity which pines for new experience and longed to be on the fixed earth again. 
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wheD the huzzas of tlic crowd and a 5up(-Tnatural jolting told them that they were 
off for 35 miles a day over roa Js only called so out of courtesy. What days of 
journeying those were I eating, drinking, quarrelling, delivering up of purses and 
grumbling over bills, busy at those nothings which made a travelled life something 
to be remembered. And be it not forgotten, that the roads were traversed by 
others also of reckless buoyancy, who had the happy knack of enlightening the 
monotony of the way by ligbtoiing the weight of the pocket. Legal enactments 
proved totally ineffectual in suppressing these dangerous gangs and rapacious 
knights, so that to guard against their assaults, great men travelled with armed 
retinues and traders formed themselves into companies and large caravans for 
mutual protection. What a history of adventure is en wrapt in that singular 
epitaph which is placed on the tomb of Du Vail in Covent Garden Church : — 

Here lies Du Vail : Reader, if Malt thou art, 
Look to thy purse: if Female, to thy heart. 
Much havoc has been made of both ; for all 
Men be made stand, and women he made fait. 
The second Conqueror of the Norntan Race 
Knights to his arms did yield, and ladies to his face. 
Old Tyburn's glory, England's illustrious thief, 
Du Vail the ladies' joy : Du Vail the ladies* gneC" 

Before this improvement in the public roads was adopted, the intercourse with 
the southern counties was difficult, but with increased facilities for travel and with 
the corresponding influx of wealth, arising from the extension of commerce, a 
remarkable revolution manifested itself in the manners of Westmorland. The 
singularities that characterized preceding ages were rapidly adjusted to the standard 
of national fashion, and the inhabitants were enabled to purchase articles of con- 
venience and elegance, which were quite unknown to their forefathers. And it is 
gratifying to know that Kendal was not behind other places in the North in this 
matter. For in 1763, when our " I'lying Macliine" made its first arduous journey 
to the Metropolis, we tind tl:at frum Edinburgh there was only a coach once a 
naonth, a clumsy vdiicle that took from twelve to fourteen days to accomplish 
its task. 

Our two main streets in those days were paved with large round cobbles, " so 
very slippery that the inhabitants acritn'rcd a catch in their walk as if on the ice," 
and remained so till 1826, \%hcn our local authorities learnt of the fame of 
McAdam,* and resolved to give his system of roadmaking a trial. Oh ! the trouble 



* Jolin McAdatnpubliahcd hiiavstem of road making in 1S19, he received ^io,ood fvooi Parfianimt. iWi 
appoiatcd Smntyot Geoenl of the Metropolitra fowb in 1897 and died in t8j0. 
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of those times I The fanners positivdy refosed to Uke their horses over the small 
sharp st<Mkea lest they might be ** lamed beyond recovery.** It might do on the 
roads," as a €le%'er local newspaper said, " but it would never do on the streets f ** 

The first mail coach began to run regularly from Manchester to Glasgow in 
1786, stopping at Kendal to rest before plunging into the wild mountain country 
beyond. And so quickly did the traffic increase that in 1823 we find that twelve 
stage coaches left the town daily. To accommodate this vehicular traffic the 
Market Cross was removed in 1765 and the May pole in 179a, Stramongate Bridge 
was enlarged in 1794, the narrow Mi]ler*s Close Bridge, which had stood since 
1743, was rebuilt in itti8 on a wider scale, and Nether Bridge, already widened in 
1772, had its approach eased in iSio, and was again enlarged in 1823. 

John Todd's plan, here illustrated, was made in ijSy, and when compared with 
the earlier plan, it will be seen that the chief alterations are :'-thc Goose Holme 
made by the mill race, which is first mentioned in 1713, the Workhouse, and 
the House of Correction built in 1768, and Lowther Street which was opened out 
in 1782. 

The next considerable improvement was effected by the removal of the several 
antiquated buUdinf^s at the entrance into Highpate. The Old Shambles were 
built in 1779 to do away with the Butcher's Rows, and in 1^03 that monstrous 
obstruction, the New Biggin, was demoHshed. The year fdlowing the new 
Commercial Inn was erected, and the houses adjointog had very soon to be 
refronted to make them look more worthy of what was considered at that time to 
be a " princely hotel." 

The uf;e of female labour at this time was not so restricted a*; at present. At 
the beginning of the XIX'** century, and for more than ten years afterwards, all 
the bricklayers' labourers were women. They boldly ascended the highest 
ladders, carrying stones and mortar upon their heads. With greater propriety, 
women also practised the lighter handicraft of the barber. Before the demolition 
of the New Biggin, such an artist took up her position at one corner, with a 
portable fire place, and the usual apparatus ; where, on a Saturday especially, 
she was kept busily employed in denuding the chins that presented themselves, 
of the stubble that bad gathered during the week. But alas, the faces operated 
ujKjn went away, it is said, with the lower part (airly clean, but with the upper, 
only too sadly besmeared with black and grimy finger marks. 

The streets of Kendal most have been dark and dreary during the long uights 
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oC winter. Until the introduction of 'street lamps, each passenger required to have 
a " link or a lanthoroi and the houses (rf the chief inbatntants were provided with 
extinguishers beside the front door, for putting them out with. But oil lamps 
were gradusUy introduced, and in 1814, no less than 140 wicks enlightened the 
town when the moon was not expected to shine. From this illuminous period 
alterations gradually but still slowly occurred until after the iinai banishment of 
Napoleon to St. Helena, when the great spirit of building manifested itself, which 
still continues to extend the limits of the town, and to improve its general 
appearance and public accommodation. 

The construction of the Canal to Lancaster, opened four years aft^ (1819), 
and the extension of the town to the pasture land upon the further side of 
Stramongate Brii%e, which had hitherto been its boundary, marked this 
re-awakening in Kendal. The great election of 1818, however, had also much to 

do with the extension. Both political parties vied with one another in erecting 
numberless houses for the sake of Parliamentary votes, and at the north end 
of the town the Blues, in 1820, encroached upon the ancient tenter fells to erect 
what are still known as tlic Blue Building??, comprising Caroline Street (named 
after the unhappy queen whose cause the patty championed), Union Street, Cross 
Street, and Strickland Place. 

Ip i8a2, Strieklandgate, Wildman Street, and Longpool were widened, and in 
the following year the bridge over the Blindbeck was rebuilt and wklened to the 
full width of the road. Then followed the erection of Thorny Hills in 1824 (so 
named from the abundance of thorns uprooted), and Castle Crescent. 

From this time, and by reason of the introduction of Railways into the North, 
both the trade and the prosperity of the town went forward with leaps and bounds. 
From the success which attended the Liverpool and Manchester Railway, the 
subsequent formation of the North Union line from Parkside to Preston, and the 
extension to Lancaster in 1836, it became evident that the birther extension 
northward was only a matter of time — ^the necessity was obvious, but the 
engineering difficulties over 70 miles of rough country were great. The scheme at 
once became well supported by the gentry in the North and was backed by the 
Lancaster and Preston Railway Company agreeing to pay a sum not exceeding 
^^63,000 towards the cost. Commenced on the 23rd December, 1844, the works 
were pushed forward rapidly ; on the 2i5t September, 1846, the branch line was 
opened to Kendal, and a few months afterwards the communication through to 
Carlisle was complete. 
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Later on, when spealdag of the Railway Station, I shall have more to say 
r^ardiog this line, but for the immediate purpose it is sufficieat to thus refer to it 
as the next great epocli in the History of Kendal. Since then it is true that the 
population has remained almost stationary, but the extension and public 
improvements that have taken place are large and important, and speak well 
for the public spirit and enterprise of t!ic townspeople. Castle Street, Ann 
Street, Gangly Street, and, later on, Ciifisidc Ttiiacc, were built bctuetn the 
years 1831 and 1853. Cemetery Lane was wideiiLcl in 1S61. The Allballuws 
Lane improvements were made in 1SC2, antl liie baths and washhouses soon 
afterwards built. Sunny Brow and Airethwaite were built in 1863, and the 
cross road running up from the House of Correction was completed, and named 
by the Kendal Fell Trustees on January iith, 1869, as "The Queen's Road." 
It does not require a long knowledge of Kendal to remember the old Pump Inn 
obstracting the passage into Finkle Street, and its removal in 1878 ; neither the 
grassy slope down to the narrow and pleasant Aynam * path winding along 
by the river side, that has since been built over by the scores of dwellings which 
threaten the beauty and quietude of the Castle Hill ; and the same thing may 
be said of the pasture whereon the colonics, that with musliroom growth, have 
sprung up at Watclideld and beyond Far Cross Bank. Giiiingate, and ihe heavy 
four-footed Avenue constructed ihrouf^h Sandt s Close, terminating in the 
Victoria jubilee Bridge, are later developinc-nls of ihc town's progress. 

At one time a number of immense Lombardy poplars raised their heads 
amongst the buildings, far above the housetops, the absence of which to-day 
in our somewhat treeless streets we must greatly deplore — that a town so set in 
one of nature's choicest valleys should be in itself so bereft of her beauty. 

The two lots of poplars which survived all the others by several years were 
on the east side of Highgate. Two stood in Greenhow's yard, No. 97, beside 
Messrs. Braithwaites' Mill, and three reared their lie ads at the lower cud of 
the garden, behind No. 139, which adjoins the north t>ide of GelJcrd's yard. 
However, when the great storm of 1^57 split one of these latter Iroiu tuj) to 
bottom, and when the residents around began to feet frightened at such gigantic 
neighbours, none too steady in the root, they were soon afterwards taken down. 

In 18a j the streets were first lighted with gas; in 185a the electric telegraph 



* ' Ay.nam * is a comMund of t<fo good old Sagron words. Ay means ever running water, hence the old 
Eniilish ' Aye ' *ever. Kam is S>aMn, Uanith and Icelandic. The proper pronunciatioa alioold be * YaMm * 
and not A>nani> 
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was brought to the town along the railway, and in the CoUowing year tiie wires 
were laid through the streets. 

On April loth, 1863, the houses and yards commenced to be numbered by 
order of the Local Board of Health, the yards being niunbered in consecutive 
order with the houses. * 

THE RIVER KENT. 

We cannot pass from our survey of the streets without a word concerning 
the rapid river which, in its course, flows through our midst. Rising away up 
on the Kentinere Fells, with only the influx of the Sprint from Long Sleddale 
and the Mint from Bannisdalc, it falls just over looo feet in its comparatively 
short length down to the Milnthorpe Sands. 

** Certes this riuer Ken is a pretie deepc riuer, yet not safe to be sduentuved upon wNh 
** botes snd bnlingen, by reason of ro«llyng stonc« sad other hu^e sobstsnces that oik 
** annoie snd trouble the middest of the channell there." 

So thought an ancient author, and we to*day who look back with a certain 
sense of awe to the recent great storm can testify that the stream, which on 
a summer's day seems but only a purling brooklet, rippling and ^rkling in 
the sunshine, can scarcely be recognised as, in quickly gathering flood, it 

" Hastens along, conflicting and strong, 
Now striking and raging, aa if s war waging, 
Its csveras and rocks among." 

Several times has the river overiluwn its banks to an alarming extent, 
causing considerable consternatioa and damage to the houses in the lower part 
of the town. 

1635 The earliest that we have record of is one that occurred on l8tb October, 
1633, which washed down the old wooden " Miller's Bridge." 

1671 On September nth, 1671, we are told that the river rose 8 fieet and swept 
over the churchyard wall and "itt left much ffish." It seems also to have 
raised up the oaken floor of the old vestry and to have put the wardens 
to the expense of paying 1/6 for drink to certain men for removing the 
old chest out of reach of the water. 

Z771 Another flood one hundred years Uiter, on October 23th, 1771, seems to 
have been very severe over the whole of the North of Eof^nd, for vre read 
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in the Newcastle Journal that it destroyed every bridf,'e over the Tync, with 
one exception, and almost every hridge over the Wear. At Beetham 
graves were washed open, and corpses and codins were floating about 
for some time. Here also it tore up the graves in the churchyard, and 
was recorded hy an inacrlptkm cut upon a cottage window pane at the 
back of Miss Farter's house in Stramoagate, as follows : — 

On the 13th Day of October, 1771, The Flood 
rose To The Mark on The window Fraims 
which was cat with a fcaife and was on The 
Sabeth Day The Flood was in the Meting hous 
So That They could not atend That I'ornoon 
which was niver knewn This 8j yeafs. At that 
Time The Meling hous was building i'i588). 
P.S. The Mark on the window Frames 
i« In This froont hous. 
177a P.S» On the 29th Day of October, 1772, The flood 

rose within a Insli or There about as mentioned above 
in Stramongate but on Kirkland it was z Insh or 
more higher Than it was In 1771 and lome other pwts 
It was Dispntable.*' 

Nether Bridge had but three weeks previousty been doubled in width, but 
this flood completely washed away the new addition. The bridge was, 
however, immediatdy widened again with stronger workmaadiip. 

1831 On February 8th, 1831, the town was visited by another deluge, 2.56 
inches falling witliin the day, which caused the river to rise several inches 
higher than m 1772, ».«., up to the 77111 railing from the south at the 
bottom of Lowther Street, but even this was surpassed by the great Hood of 

1861 November a6tbt 1861, when the wooden bridge acro!;s the foot*raoe below 
Castle Mills was carried away bodily and had to be re-built. 

1874 But to come to more recent years, most of us will remember the great flood 
of 1874 when 3-31 inches fell withui twenty-four hours. The waters were at 
thdr height about midnight on the 6th of October, when the extreme dark- 
ness added to the terrible nature of the visitation. The lands at Aikrigg 
End were covered by a vast expanse of water nearly a mile in breadth. 
Sweeping along to Stramongate Bridge the flood made its way eastward to 
the level of the Railway Inn floor, and westward it rose to the western 
corner of the Nag's Head yard, covering the Goose Holme beneath several 
lieet of water. Coming to Gibson's yard the torrent rushed headlong down 
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to join the advancing waters on the New Road, where it reached up 
to the 102"'* iron railing at the bottoai of Lowther Street. At Colonel 
walk the side wall was coloured a deep yellow by reason of the water first 
etitering Messrs. Wilkinson & Sons" dye works on the opposite bank, and 
washing down witli it a large quantity of their copperas. At Nether Bridge 
the down sweep of tlte rushing flood was tremendous. It flowed arch full 
and onwards down Netherfield road and Louad road in a deep swift volume 
away towards the tollbar. Never had such a flood been known. 

189S And yet even the record of this catastrophe has but recently been broken. 
This greatest of all inundations is too fresh in our minds, with all its 
grandeur, but alas, destructive power, to need description here. The river 
commenced to overflow its banks at 1 1 o'clock a*m. on November and, 1898* 
and continued to rise till 3 p.m., when it reached a total he^ht of 15 
inches above the flood of 1874 ! On Stramongate it rose ap to the Western 
comer of Black Hall Croft, and at the bottom of Lowther Street it reached 
the i36th railing from the southern end. 

It was along tliese banks, calm and placid at one time, jet now and again 
swept by such tiirlmlent and roaring torrents that the tanners had their tan pits, 
and our manufincturers built their walk*milte.* 

And yet, despite ail this manufacture, there seeuis to have been plenty of ftsb 
in the river, for we find a correspondent writing to the local papers complaining of 
poaching, and saying that "it's no uncommon thing lor the guards of the LpOeds 
coach to take a hundredweight of fish out of Kendal in a morning, which have been 
taken by poachers through the preceding night. Salmon also was plentiful, and the 
apprentices covenanted In their indentures that they should not dine upon this or 
other kinds of fish more than three times in a week. On the 34th October, 1862, 
we have the extraordinary statement that a dead shark was taken out of the river 
near Nether Bridge, which measured 5 feet from snout to tail. It would be 
Interesting to learn how this monster go so far up a fresh-water stream. 

RAINFALL. 

The raioliall possesses an abiding interest to us In rainy Kendal, and, thanks to 
Mr, Richard Nelson's careful meteorological study, I am enabled to give from his 
quite unique table, extending over a period of no years, the following rainfall 

statistics : — 

• A< ail the mills a( their iirij;in were Mti.iH ;im! of nn1f riiiiNl i iiclinii, and as itio mllllnfj of rlofh was in 

tbe infancy of the manufacture, most prubaUy ^crfuf mcd by the feet of men, thccc mills may have received 
the psofiar hmm «f mlk^ovll* fntm mit piimithw pniccn. 
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Year. 


MmMl. 




Year. 


Kainfall. 


Rainy J 


ineliM. 


Days. 


Incbea. 


Daya. 1 


1788 • - 


39i57 


193 


[ 1844 


43-012 


1 

150 1 


1789 — 


69*835 


244 


184s — 


53*346 


178 \ 


1790 .-. 


62*363 


aoj 


1846 ~> 


52*365 


»94 [ 


1791 -. 


66'aoo 


219 


1847 — 


52*«97 


174 ! 


1792 




251 


1848 — 




190 , 


1793 


54447 


219 


1849 ~- 


4806H 


164 ; 


1794 >_ 


69-659 


^15 


1850 — 


59*576 


168 { 


»795 — 


57-981 


188 


1851 ~ 


47-561 


•73 


1796 -~ 


45' 249 


185 


185a -~ 


65'354 


194 


1 >797 


60-824 


201 


1853 — 


.1T4S5 




1 1798 


53951 


199 


1854 — 


4''' '33 


183 1 


1799 — 


58561 


T87 


1855 --• 


34540 


131 


1800 


48-2=^6 


167 


1856 


39-483 


146 1 


1801 — 




181 


1857 


38-501 


>59 


1802 




188 


iSs'^ 


40-226 


•33 


1803 


40-500 


f42 , 


1859 


48-290 


i6f 


1804 — 


47*255 


»55 


i860 ~. 


57004 


186 I 


1805 ^ 


4«*75o 


148 


i86t — 


60*697 


m 


t8o6 


53*894 


190 


i«6a -~ 


54*407 


208 1 


1807 — 


53000 


1K5 


1865 


54*9'9 


1808 ~~ 


43*345 


>5» 


1864 


47*571 


i68 


J 809 ... 


53*834 


186 


1865 


42-669 


146 


1810 


4 '"5 1 7 
63482 


M5 


1 866 


60-393 


191 


i8ti — 


210 


I867 ~~ 


47305 


169 


1812 


47.a87 


156 


1868 ^ 


5»745 


186 


ifli3 ™ 


49*403 


176 


1869 — 


55498 


173 


1814 ..- 


44*955 


151 


1870 ..... 


43090 


«5« 


1815 -~ 


57*437 


«93 


1871 


5"'--45 


iSf) 


1816 — 


48725 


167 


1872 -.. 


69 178 


222 


1817 


50825 


181 


1873 -.. 


49-365 


184 


1818 — 


5«*578 


196 


1 874 -. 


55-to5 


193 


1819 


46-680 


>59 


1.S75 


46-220 


m 1 


1820 ^ 


45*447 


164 


1876 -.. 


5>*855 


191 B 


1 1821 


55*354 


184 


1H77 


65*775 


215 1 


i8» ^ 


62-726 


204 


1878 -.. 


43-758 


•79 1 


1823 - 


62'749 


198 


J879 - 


43-180 


179 


1824 ~- 


62-762 


187 


1880 


45*060 


183 


1825 — 


59-97? 


169 


1 88 1 — . 


59770 


176 




4 3"<)'io 


'47 


18K2 


59820 


21 t 


1827 


5S006 


179 


1883 „. 


5i*5io 


•33 


1828 


54816 


iSy 


1 884 


44*470 


•79 


1829 


46-173 


•65 


1885 _ 


45*830 


•78 


1830 - 


58030 


194 


1886 


58-980 


208 


183 1 - 


61-.J16 


1 86 


1 887 


3.:'370 


161 


1832 -~ 


49-688 


167 


I 888 


43 04 


203 ; 


1833 - 


55*4 '8 


193 




43>5 


199 


1811 


6^" 122 


1 03 




4" '3 


9 1 A 1 


1835 


55*891 


205 


1891 


53'»7 


210 i 


1835 .... 


64*3«4 


207 


1892 .~. 


55-75 


207 


: 1837 - 


48-39« 


171 


1 1893 — • 


45 79 


202 1 


1838 


45*739 


>77 


t 1894 ..... 


54-«t 


203 1 


1839 - 


57*9^»5 


1S7 


' 1895 ".- 


47 92 


•85 


1 841. „.. 


48-227 




I S96 


48 09 


187 


1S41 ... 


53854 


•99 1 


, 1897 ~ 


54-64 


iSo 


1842 


4807 2 


•59 


1 1898 ^ 


52-83 


194 




56-307 


»97 1 
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as 

**Tbe tMu fmoi 1788 to 1799 ire compiled from Dr. Dalton'i notes ; thoee from 1800 to 

1S17 from readings kept by Dr. Harrison ; those from i8t8 to 1822 were the work of Mr. Jbha 
Gough ; the observations from iSaj to 1868 were taken by Mr. Semuel Marsball, and my own 
registers complete the series. 

** It will be seen by the table thai the Jubilee year, 1887, was the driest of wbicb we have 
any recced in this district." 

From this it will be seen that the average annual tail from 1788 to 1898 (both 
inclusive) has twen 51 '88 inches, and that the Average nuinber of rainy days, when 
tooth part of an inch or more has been x86. In round nambers, therefore, we 
may say that one inch falls every week b the year, and that it rains every other 
day. 

Deceinbrr has alwnys been the wettest month, with an average of inches 
and 18 fuiiiy d lys ; January c ounts next. April aad May arc the driest months, 
with an average of 2*73 incites and 12 rainy days. 



THE POPULATION. 



Year. 


Males. 


Fkmales. 


TOTAt.. 


1784 


3.267 


4.3"4 


7.57» 


>793 — — 


3*553 




8^ 


l90K MM jMM 


3.39» 


4.587 


7.978 


lOl X eemft mm 


3.861 


4,898 


8.759 


l82t «••■ 


4.777 


5.585 


to^6z 


1831 WM ••*• 


5-5S 




11,301 


184^ WW MM* 


S>395 


6,ojo 


U.445 


1851 _ 






11,831 


1861 _ 


5.7 


6*317 


u,oaB 


1B7I 




7.037 


»3.442 


tSSt 


6,499 


7.«97 


13.696 


l89t ..... 


6^»75 


7.555 


«4W30 



Note. — This lasit figure includes the labourers temporarily resident here during the con* 
stmction of the Manchester Waterworks. 



We must now pass up into the town to examine in detail, as far as possible, 
and step by step, each of the older houses which have stood throughout so many 
changes—a silent witness to the townsfolk of bygone years. 



Digitized by Google 



II 



Sootergate, 

OR 

The South tfoad. 



** Quaint old town of toll and tralBo, 

Quaint old town of art and Bon^; 
Memories haunt thy pointed gables, 
Like the rooks tliat round them throng" 



29 



SOUTERGATE OR THE SOUTH ROAD. 




HE land by the river side, saturated with the constant overflow of the 



— North and South — ^passing along it. So that those who passed too and 
liro, being mindfal of the ague, chose the higher and harder ground on the west 
side, and thereon they built, filling in and solidifying a number of footpaths 
down from this highway to their works on the river banks. In this we see at 
once the origin and cause of our many jmrds — footways down to the stream or 
op to' the common land on the fells — which were by the gradual embankment 
of the river and the enclosing of the fell made available, by degrees, for building 
purposes. This Highcnvny, or Highgate, became known and designated in 
the days of Good Queen Bess, and in the Boke off Rtcorde, as the South or 
Soutergate* 



commenced opposite the Town Hall, and extended northwards some 30 yards 
in length, and was yards broad. On the east side, the passage was just 
wide enough for a wheded conveyance to pass through ; but, on the west, 
there was only space sufficient for foot passengers to walk along its cobbled 
pavement. This curious erection, according to a docum«it found at the 
time of its removal, was built about the ye^ 1500. 

It was mostly a timber building, with the upper floor supported by 29 

strong oak beams, projecting so as to form a gallery on the north and west 
sides and a roof over the shops on the east side. In 1782, the shops were 
tenanted as folbws ; — 

Facing south, C. Askew, glazier, with a horsing stone at the south'West 
corner ; next to which was Mary Hodgson's meat and pot shop; then William 



rapid stream, was for too swampy to permit of the town's main road 



N«« Biggla. 



Until 1803, the entrance to this main thoroughfare was 
divided by a building called the " New Biggin," which 
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Kirkby, another botcher; with a bacon dealer, whose name is lost, a4joiniQg 
—to all of which the fironts were set back beneath a pent roof, with the usoal 
nnglafed, but wooden«shnttered windows. Adjoining was the house of Dr. 

^ Kitchen, with a room on either side of the entrance, 
m brought forward to the front of the pent roof, with 
glared windows; and lastly, Thomas Lonsdale's 
ironmongery shop, which extended round the north 
front to the stone steps that led upward to the 
gallery. On the west side, above some small 
dwellings, was a large room called the " Cord- 
wainer's Hall," belonging to the last incorporated 
body of tradesmen in the town. 




1— White Hall. 

2. — Wheat Shkaf. 

3. — Anoil Ihw. 

4. — Victory Inn. 

5. — Jambs Cocks. 
0.— Jackson's Yaiio. 

7. — Commercial Imm. 

8. — Dolphin Inn. 

9. — Black HoKbE and 

Rainbow Inn. 

10. — KiLNER Hall. 

11. — RuvaucK Inn. 

GOLDBN FLKKCt InN. 

13. — Old SiiAMnLES. 

14. — i^XCHANCe I.NN. 

15. — Whitk Haht Comtt 

HOIISK. 



It is not difficult to rcali.sc the abiding nuisance 
that this obstruction must have been to the traffic 
of the town ; and it becomes a pleasing duty to 
record how that the good Lady Andover, ever 
anxioiis to work for the welfare and interests of 
ivL'tidal. repeatedly declared that if Lord Lonsdale 
would but take a torch and set fire to his end of the 
building, she was quite ready to do the same to 
hcr's. But it would seem that the Earl, having no 
great love for the town, which be could never 
politically subdue, was relentless in his opposition. 
Accordingly it remained until his death in 1803, 
when it was instantly given over to the Corporatimi 
by his successor and the Hon. Mrs. Howard, in 
order that its obstruction might be at once removed. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Hogg and his camera were 
not there at the time to take an accurate view of 
the building, so that we must be forever indebted to 
John Richardson for his drawing taken from memory 
in 184s at the age of 71 years. It will be seen that 
his perspective is far from being good, in that he 
makes the cramped western passage appear as if it 
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were a boulevard, and his shading lines on the cast elevation arc so scarce, 
that the feeling of the lower story, retreating some four or five feet beneath 
its pent roof, is lost altogether. 




llltt NtW lilGC.IN (Kasi Sll>E.) 

Before, the street was just wide enough, so it is quaintly said, to keep 
people straight as they went home in the dark ; but by the removal of this 
ancient building the thoroughfare became, as the Newcastle papers at that 
time said, one of the largest and most spacious streets of any town in the 
North of England. 



Commeroial Hotel. 



It is, however, necessary to retrace back a few steps 



in order to notice the " Commercial Hotel," which 
was built in 1804, when Mr. Maskew was " mine host." It stands upon the 
site of the ancient " Royal Oak Inn," owned by John Fletcher in 1746, 
and which, like the " Golden IHeece " opposite, had the facade supported 
on wooden posts. On the property being rebuilt, the sign of the *' Royal 
Oak" was transferred to what had previously been known as the " Butchers' 
Arms," at the head of the Old Shambles. James Webster was the innkeeper 
during the great election of 1818, and remained so until the inn was put up 
for sale on the 2y^^ day of August, 1824, together with the "two valuable 
shops, a good dwelling house, and a news room adjoining the said inn on the 
north and fronting on to Highgate, and now in the several occupations of 
Alderman Dobson and Joseph Garnett as tenants." 



As a sign tliL- Inn has ever huug out in a most tempting way a bunch of 



33 



KIRKBIL KENDALL. 



Kendal aod I<ee<l» CiKieli. 



grapes, an emblem one woold suppose of the good wine within ; but it has 
always seemed to me that the grapes must have been peculiarly tantali/ing 
to the "Fox and Goose" across the way, unless indeed, their sagacity 
recognised that " the grapes were sour." At that time, every inn, by Act of 
Fuliament, was obliged to hang out a sign, which now, through ages of 
creaking and groaning, have mostly Men into decay. 

In the prime era of coaching 
circa 1820 — the "Royal 
Liverpool" coach started to 
run from here, in opposition to 
the ** Good Intent/* which had 
for nine years held the road 
from the " King*8 Arms" to 
Whitehaven. And in 1826, the 
" Independent," an express 
coach, stopped here from Car- 
lisle to change horses and 
replenish the inuer man. But, 
oh 1 the hurry there must have 
been over that replenishing, 
so hastily performed to the 
accompaniment of the guard's 
post horn, relentlessly pro- 
claiming imminent departure. 




MR. FISHER 

BEG^to Inform COMMERCIAL OE>rrLE. 
IllBN,btoFrtan4i,tn<i the P«b»o g^nmllv. th»i 
Iw baa made »TTmn«menH with th« PropHeton of the 
•Id origin.] KEN^L *nd LEEDS UNION CO ACH, 
vUch wlU on Mid Bfler WednM<1kT next, the l&ih init., 
hi RciBOfld from ill* Kino's AtMS loihe Commcmcial 
Hotel, htm wlrnm it will tw% a QawMf M Eight 
A.M., •! VEkV REDUCED PARES. 

Arriven a( Ihf Roy»' Hotel, Leedt, w Fife P.M., In 
conacctioo witb the Traini lo York, UuU. Ac. 



Conuncrcial Hotel, Rradal, I 
Daceisbcr HMb, 1841. f 



Fac simili of Coachiko Advertisement. 
This coach likewise was in opposition to the " Robert Burns," which ran 
from Gla^OW or Edinburgh rij,'ht through to Liverpool or Manchester, 
putting up to change horses at the " Crown Inn." (ireat rivals, indeed, of the 
first water, but even they for a short time had to face the deliberate opposition 
of the " Defiance " and the " North Briton," which by the way they managed 
to do with such good effect, as to bring the latter two coaches into amalga> 
mation with them soon afterwards. 



Westmorland House. 



The laige premises, now taken by the County 



Club, were erected in 1854 upon the site of four 
very small shops, which have been well depicted by the late Richard 
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Stirzaker, as a background to the famoas election scene of 1818. This 
picture, now at Danam Tower, represents the entimnce of Lord Lowthw 
into Kendal in one of Donn*s Lancaster and Kendal coaches. It is an 
animated street scene, the coach having just drawn up, with its boisterous 
band of drum and brass instrumentalists seated on the top, and with one or 
two others none the less exubriant in the waving of their Lowther banners. 
But to us, concerned here more with the old appearance of the town than with 
such jovial company, the most interesting parts of the picture are the rough 
cobbled-road paving and the old shop frontages behind. The lirst two shops 
next the "Commercial" are occupied by Dowson, printer and bookseller, 
with Stubbs, the painter and gilder's premises above. Then, on the southern 
side of a narrow entry known as Bmmweirs Yard and beneath a lottery 
o£Boe, is Dowson's gtnmne tea and coffee shop. An epithet perhaps more 
needed in these latter days than then. 

Behind, on the sleeping j^round, where Thos. Head afterwards built his 
residence, stood an old building of some 300 years, which liad formerly been 
of considerable splendour and importance, but subsequently fell into utter ruin. 
In the old deeds it is hrst named " Holly Hill," but subsequently it became the 
head hostelry of the town, and was known as " Fox's Inn," being owned by a 
certain William Fox, one ol the principal inhabitants of Sontergate in 1575. 
And so great was the fame of this house that a country fellow mip;ht as well 
return from London without looking into the face of Royalty as for a traveller 
to pass through Kendal without alighting here " to wet his whistle." 

It was here that on the 3'*' day of August, 1616, Sir Augustine NichoUs, 

the ** Just Judge," died. To his " renowned memorie " a monument is erected 
in the Parish Church and another in Faxton Church, Northamptonshire, 
where he was bom, and where a traditional story still goes that h ^. as 
poisoned at his inn by four witches of Kendal. The figures of Justice, 
Fortitude, Prudence, and Temperance placed on the cenotaph at Faxton are 
accountable for this " pretty compliment " paid to the womankind of Kendal; 
for, if the witches among us were represented by the four cardinal virtues, 
how good our good have been. 

However, the inn that witnessed this traditional scene has since then 
passed through many vicissitudes, the history of which is almost entirely lost. 
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Bdbre the coaches enlivened the road its doors were closed, and vast empty- 
ness reigned alone. About the year 1780, one, Jonathan Robinson* gathered 
around him a somewhat fiinjoas school in a few of the rooms, which he kept 
until his death in z8i6. Histoiy records him as being a man "skilled to rule 
and st^ to view.** 

" Hut past is all his fame, the very spot,' 
Where many a time he triumphed, is forgot." 

Years after, one of the upper rooms vras rented as an Independent Metho* 
diet Chapel, by George Rolnnson, a hosier and grocer in Kirkland, who died in 
1845, and still later by another religious body— the Mormons, or " Latter-Day 
Saints.'* An adjoining room, once most resplendant, was rented to a tailor 
for a workshop, and on the ground floor John Fisher had his carpenter*s 
shop. But eoooj^i — 

" 'T were long to tell, 't were sad to trace, 
Bach »tcp from spleadowr to disgrace." 

Down Brumwell's Yard were also the old-established works of a tallow 
chandler conveniently adjacent to the Butchers' Rows, and from the 
Cumberland Pacqmt for September 16, 1794, I gather that they were to let 
as a weli-goinj; concern by the owner, James Teasdale, the tallow from 
upwards of thirty butchers beinj; contracted for. When Parker & Head 
bought the front premises in 1853, they also bought up this property. . 

Before passing on, I would wish to say a word or two concerning Richard 
Stirzaker, to whom we owe so much for the faithfulness of his old Kendal 
paintings. He was born at Lancaster in 1797. When twenty years of age he 
came to Kendal, and for some time held a position in the office <^ George 
Webster, architect. As this sedentary occupation did not suit his feeble 
health, he left to open a drawing school in his house at Kirkland, and also 
became the drawing master at the Friends' School. His pencil and brush 
were ever busy, and it was during this period — say, 1620 to 1828 — that he 
painted most of his best-known Kendal pictures* Subsequently he removed 
to Manchester, and soon after died at the early age of 36 years. Amongst his 
best-known pictures are ; — 
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" Lowther's Entry into Kendal (1820)." 

•< King** Arms Hotel (t^n).*' 

** Interior of Pariih Church.'* (T%ra views.) 

" The Conflagration of Dockwray tfillt (1834)." 

" Underley Hall." (Two viewS.) 
" Old Shambles (1823)." 

Kendal Bank present premises of the Kendal Bank stand npon 

the site of one of the last remnants of the old Batchers' 
Rows, which remained here in its primitive condition, with old-fashioned 
windows and oaken front, until demolished for this very suhstantial 
bntlding erected in 1873. The open stalls or henches from which the 
Rows took the name, were arranged beneath pent roofe on both sides 
of Soutergate, those on the east extending from Finkle Street down to the 
Whitehall, and those on the west almost down to the foot of All Hallows 
Lane. They continued as sach till 1779, when the Old Shambles were built 
to accommodate the butchers, and Highgate was remodelled after the 
demolition of the New Biggin. 

So long, however, as these stalls continued, the barbarous custom of bull- 
baiting prevailed, and the butchers seldom ventured to slay a boll unless it 
had been pabHcly batted. If any did so, he had to hang a sign-board out, by 
official order, with "bull-beef" inscribed upon it, or burn a lighted lamp so 
long as any unbaited beef remained unsold, or in debiilt be subject to a fine of 
3s. 4d. However, in consequence of repeated accidents to those who ventured 
too «ear the maddened animal, the custom was suppressed by the Corporation 
in 1791. 

Here is an extract from the nr count book of Robert Dixon and Joseph 
Symson, the Corporation Chamberlains: — 

l7Sfi> PtItM fOK SsLLtMG BVLt BSBF wrTHOITT BaITIWS. 



£ »• d. 

J«ny. 31 — Edwurd Williatnaon, butcher — ^034 

Feby. 7 — Thomaa Robinson, yeoman ~ ^ ^03^ 

„ t4,<— Jonatluui Bllworth, yeoman «. o 3 4 

,. 2T — Thomas Wilson, carrier ..... 034 

„ 28 — William Crookson, butcher «_ o 3 4 

March 6 — itranger for a Sizergh bail ^ ^034 

„ ij — William Cookson, butcher O 3 4 

April 4— Thomas Ward, butcher _ mm, O 3 4 



. $6 KIRKBIE KENDALL, 

« 

The ball ring was formerly placed in a stone block on the top of the Beast 
Banks, to which the poor animal was fastened by a rope running through a 
ring in its nose. In this fiashion, amid its dreadful bellowing, it was baited 
and bitten by savage dogs until exhausted. Large numbers assembled to 
witness this "sport," their consciences relieved by the thought that the 
beef was thereby improved, an aged bull being deemed especially tough unless 
wdl baited before slaughtering. Taking hold of and shaking the boll ring was 
tantamount to throwing down the gauntlet as a general challenge to a fight, 
and not infrequently the &irs and market days were signalised in this way by 
pugnacious fellows. 

But to return from this digression to the site of the Bank. Next to the 
County Cltih that now was a wide entry leading into a very stcrp lane 
known as Jackson, the wire drawer's Yard, and against thiscnnu- the butcher's 
shop of Matthew Scarr, beneath its pent roof. As was usual, the windows 
were unglazed : each protected by two w(»odcn shutters div ided horizontally, so 
that the lower half could fall downwards to act as a table for the meat, whilst 
the upper half was hinj^'ed upwards against the ceiling, when not required to 
close the window for the night. The rooms above the shop were nf the lath- 
and-plaster kind, so common iti old* ii dnys — fortunately, not extinct yet — and 
the woodwork, rou«:(h-cast, and gla/iiii,- of the am i< lu-looking windows gave 
the whole front a most picturesque a |)|n trance. Witiun, Miss Walker presided 
over the largest and most noted circulating library in the town. The term.*; 
for the use of tht books were not so high as iiiighl iiave been expected at that 
remote period, being only twopence per volume for the week's loan ; and there 
is every reason to believe that the library exercised a very powerful influence 
upon the reading portion of the inhabitants of Kendal for many years. 
Adjoining was the shop of George Lyon, one of the most £iishionable boot and 
shoe makers of that day, over which Dolly Metcalf lived, but before her day it 
was the tenement where the Rev. Thomas Carter, D.D., Dean of Tuam, was 
bom ; and next again to this was the shop ol James Websto*, a tailor and 
draper, who, it is said, spoke with a voice reduced to the lowest whisper; 
whilst above a certain Jackson had his abode. This dual kind of house was 
far more common in the last century than one can well imagine, and frequently 
it led to strange difficulties when any structural alterations were needed. A 
sale could not be effected without the consent of both owners. 
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The two first banking establishments in the town were both founded 
simultaneously on the ist day of January, 1788, viz. Wakefield's Bank" 
in Stricklandgate» and ** Maude, Wilson, & Crewdson's Bank " in Stramon- 
gate. In 1840 they were amalgamated under the title of *'Tfae Kendal Bank,** 
which has now become a branch of ''The Bank of Liverpool, Limited.** 
For their earlier hbtories I must refer the reader to the old banking 
premises in Stricklandgate and Straroongate. 



KENDAL 

BANKS. 



WR, the L'ndcrsipned Inhabitants of the Town 
of Kendal, havini; the ino<>t perfect confidence in 
the Slabilitv of the Bank of Messrs. WiLSON, 
Crewoson & Co., and also in that of Messrs. 
J. WAKCrtBLD ft SoMS, in cootequenee of the 
opulence and prudence of the Partners in the 
said Firmsi do voluntarily pledge ourselves not 
only to Imke Iheir Notes in Payment, but also 
that DC aic villinc to guarantee Money lodged 
in either of the said Banks to any AnottnL As 
witness o«r bands (his 13th Day of Fcbnwiy, 

lSj6 



The credit of these Banks 
has from the first been of the 
highest order, financial' crises 
have comr- nnd ffonc ami left 
them iinslKiken. One of these, 
which occurred in 1826, it may 
be of interest to refer tf). It 
was known as the " paper 
panic," durin-; which many 
flourishing banks throughout 
the country cmic to ri)ii). The 
two Kendal Hanks, Iiowcnct, 
received the shock bravcU ; 
and I have in my possissiou 
an interestin},' advertisement, 
signed by the Mayor. \'irar, 
Senior Aldermen, and some 150 
inhabitants, declaring : — " our 
entire coniidencc. in the sta- 
bility of the two houses, and 
trust that they will continue 
the circulation of their notes 
for the accommodation of the 
public; and we pledge our> 
selves to receive the same in 

the regular course of business to any amount." Indeed, tradition says that 
the farmers had a strong superstitious preference for a "Jacky Wakefield 
note ** over the sovereign gold itself. 



(ieo. Knrreit, Mayor 

Jiihn IVamiin 
llion. eiM.kiMii & .Sob 
Jos. Kraithwaitc 
Itob«rt Dcniun 
Jo*, a Jno. Atkinson 
Thoraai Kfvt 



vcley 



M. It K. ItLtnlhwaite 

Francit Webrter 

/rphaniiih Kankt 

llini. Harrisi'D. Sur, 

J. Hudson, Vi<ar 

AnthoDjr Yrates 

{■eorse Yoates 

A. Shejihcrd. Shaw End 

John Ncwliy 

K. (ircenbow a Co. 



Smith Wilson j 
.'<inip«on tt Ireland | 

I . \V i;«>n & Sons 

Juhn ttelaiiii 
li. Ii M . Gitnon 
Thoroaik CIremhc»w 
E. Taihira, .Solit itor 
T. H. Maude, lii.). 
Jamex ( iaody a Sao* 

1. a w. wumm 

Isaac Whitwvll 
D.miel H.irrison 
William (Ir l.Ufd 
t. Wilson, .Solicitor 
John (iask.irth 
]ODalli4n Hodgaua 
J. Iraland a Co. 
KcfaaidKaMS 
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The original premises on the site adjoining to the south was at one time 
occupied by Alderman James Cocke*s house and the " Victory Inn.** The 
former had a cock stained into the glass of one of the windows representing 
the &mily arms. James Cocke was Mayor in 1653, and gave to the 
Corporation the very carious old clock now in the Museum, which bears the 
inscription: — '*The guift of James Cocke« Maior in Kendall, 1654, to the 
Maior of the same Sucksesiuely. Time Runneth — your work is before yoa." 
His son James was likewise Mayor in z68i, and issued half-penny tokens in 
1667. Messrs. Rhodes inform me that there still remains (now at the back), 
^ an old entrance door with a label attached " licensed to sell pepper and 

tobacco,** which doubtless, is the original door of the' " Victory Inn." 

At the bcf^itininf; of this century, William I'isher (the great uncle to 
Alderman Fisher) owned the property, and lived hcr(- with his daughter, who 
carried on her " mantua " and fancy dress business, advertised in the Carlisle 
Journal to commence on the 24th June, 1801. William Fisher rebuilt the 
premises of hevm limestone in 18x2, and at that time it was considered to be 
the first attempt in Kendal to erect an imposing .shop front. 

It is from here that the electric current fires the time gun at one o'clock 
each day— a gun which is placed in the Serpentine Woods, and lent by the 
War Office to the Corporation. It is an i8-pounder, measures nine feet long, 
and weighs 4a cwts. The agreement between Her Majesty's Postmaster- 
General and Messrs. Thomas and Edmund Rhodes for the provision and 
maintenance of wires and apparatus for the transmission of the Time Current 
is dated May 13th, 1873. But it did not come into operation before the 
following 5th of September. 

Before clocks and watches were as common as they are now, a bell, 
being a survival of the old curfew, was the guide by v^icb the inhabitants 
knew the time of day. In summer, it was rung at 6 a.m. and 6 p.m., and in 
winter the hours were from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., except on Sundays. The sexton 
rang about a quarter of an hour each time, and as a conclusion, always tolled 
the day of the month by so many distinct sounds. Probably, when in 1582 
James Leyburne, of Cunswick Hall, gave his clock to the town of Kendal, 
the first blow against this ancient custom was given, although it prevailed at 
more or less irr^iolar intervals op to Easter of 1877. 
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Jlngal Inn. 



Adjoininf^ to the soutli is the "Angel Inn," still standini,', with 
all its records of ancient tale and gossip, althouj;h greatly 



moderiused. Tradition says tliat the earliest "Angel Inn " was situated in a 
batch of old building somewhere behind the present " C'orntnercial Inn," and 
approached through a narrow entry long ago removed. It further says that 
some 100 years ago it was nnanaged by an old man named Bland, who, with 
his dani^ters Grace and Prudence, carried on a prosperous business there. 
After the death of the old man the daughters kept on the business till Prudence 
died, when the sign was removed to its present situation. A wag, on the 
closing down of the old house, wrote with chalk upon the fastened door, as 
follows: — 



There is attached to this house a legend that when the rebels marched 
through Kendal some of the followers of "Bonnie Prince Chailit,' rushed 
into the inn, and that the family, in their llight, left in one of the passages 
a child, which was there found by the soldiers; but standing over and 
guarding it was an angel, in whose hand was a drawn sword. A pretty legend, 
with its sequel, that the intruders, taking this as a sign that the house was 
under Divine protection, left it without despoiling any of its contents. The 
inn, which formerly had its entrance next Messrs. Rhodes* shop, was a 
fovoorite resort for carriers and pack-horses, having extensive stabling, and 
from here in 1829 the coach started for Newcastle. 

Of the many odd characters connected with this inn, I can only stay to 
mention old John Robinson. He kept a saddle-horse here for many years, 
but never rode it, for if he went a journey his custom was to lead the animal 
the whole way, with the oft-repeated answer that he would ride it " by-and- 
bye." If asked by an acquaintance for the loan oi his " Rosinantc," his ready 
answer came — " I have no time to go with thee to lead it." In hke manmr, 
old Robinson kept several pointer dogs. He bought up every gun that had 
the character of being a gotjd onp, and he annually took out a licence, but he 
never went out shooting, although he was always going to " by-and-bye." 
His plan of future operations as a sportsmau ha.d not left hiiu at the a|;e of 85, 



Prudence and Grace dwelt iu Ibis place, 

An aDgd kept tb« door ; 
Prudence it dead, the Augd Aedi 

And Grace has tumed a .*..** 
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for a few weeks before he died he procured a number of new bags for bringing 
home his game, '* by>and-bye." 

A\va\- lip in that innoci nt-loDking, bo\-liki- t rfrti(in on the roof, between 
tlioac Hanking diaiuutui rhiuineys, is an apartment entered only by way of a 
trap-door in the gair< t, ci^'ht feet square, at one time lighted by four 
windows, and with seats still existing around two sides. 

Th«« would seem to be no doubt that it was originally constructed as a 
Coiumbieft or pigeon cote. For it must be remembered, that in the middle 
ages fresh meat could only be procured during the summer ; turnips, mangd 
wurzelU, and other green crops were unknown; hence the majority of the 
oxen and sheep were slaughtered and salted down at the beginning of winter* 
The old German name for November was Slagtmonat or slaughter-month, and 
the Anglo-Saxon name was Blbdmonath or blood-month. Anything, therefore, 
that could vary or palliate the monotony of salted meat or fish, was a luxury 
to be envied. Hence we have the fish ponds and stews, in which carp and 
tench were assiduously fattened for the table ; and the warrens of conies and 
large pigeon houses, in close proximity in the abodes of the great and wealthy, 
of the castle, the convent, and the manor house. So likewise, the Ancjcl Inn 
would require such a Columbarium, if it desired to retain its customers, and 
keep pace with the other principal places of entertainment. 

In latter years when such a need existed no longer, the apartment became 
a most suitable place, away from prying official notice, wherein our Corinthians 
could congregate, with their game cocks trimmed for fighting. It is certain 
that cock-fighting was a fe.vourite pastime in Kendal from an early period. 
Even during the Commonwealth, when all public amusements were rigorously 
interdicted, if we are to credit tradition, Kendal owned its cock-pit. Shortly 
after 17x2 we find "covered cock-pits'* attached to many of the principal inns; 
the arena in those of earlier date being uncovered. At first, the sports were 
<»rried on at very short intervals throughout the season, but by degrees the 
principal attendance concentrated in the race week, when the f^hting was 
introduced under more imposing auspices. The " mains ** wa« fought and 
patronized by }K>rsons of the highest rank and station, at all events up to the 
close of the XV I U'** century, without any impeachment of their refinement or 
humanity. 
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Wheat Sheaf Inn ^J*"""* *** was Nat Tyson's grocery shop. 

now occupied by Mr. Birkett, and further on the 
"Wheat Sheaf,*' the site of which is now occupied by the Municipal Buildings, 

In the last will of Edward Whitehead, dated 23rd day of July, 1732, we 
find the bequest of *' all that tenement lately purchased by James Ashburncr, 
and formerly known by the name of Scale Hall, and now by the name or sign 
of the Wheat Sheaf." 

Town HalL present Town Hall stamb upon the site of the ancient 
White Hall, a name which may have been taken from the 
manuiacture of a white cloth— White Cloth Hall— as in a poem of the 
" Battle of Flodden. Field," the brave men of Kendal seem to have been coated 
with such stuff. 

" TTie left hand wing, with al! his route, 
The lusty Lord Dacres did lead ; 
With bim the bows of Kendal stout, 
With milke-wbite coats and eroases red. 



These are thr hmv^ of Kontdalc l)old. 
Who fierce will fight and never flee." 

Some accounts say that this hall also bore at one time, the name of the 
Leaden or leather Hall. The front projected with two wings, the windows 
were stone mullioned, and the ample staircase was of stone. A Robinson of 
Rokeby Hall, connected by marriage with the Tolsons of Tolson Hall, lived 
hexe and carried on an extensive trade in London, exporting Kendal cottons 
to Virginia and the West Indies. His relative, Thomas Tolson, would 
probably charter the return ships, for he tdls us that he built his residence out 
of money made by dealing in tobacco, and caused painted and inscribed 0sm 
to be put in the windows in 1638 to commemorate the &ct. 

How the Corporation became the possessors, the first time, and at what 
date, I cannot find any note of. But in 1825, a joint-stock company purchased 
the site from them for ^^1,380 with shares of £"55 each, and built thereon a 
news room and lecture hall, with ball, card, and billiard rooms attached, 
at a tolal cost of £6,000 completely fintriied. The foundation st(Hie was laid 
by the Mayor, Michael Branthwaite, and a copy of each of the local news* 
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papers and of the Corporation arms, printed on satin, were' enclosed in a glass 
bottle, and deposited under the corner stone.'*' 

In 1853, Mr. Edmund Rhodes took a wonderful bird's eye view photo* 

graph from the top of the Beast Banks, through a camera made by himself 
out of an old cigar box ! It is the earliest known phr>t(!f,'raph of Kendal, and is 
chiefly valuable for its rcprLsentation of the old cupola on the top of this 
roof. I regret exceedingly, that my publisliers find it impossible to get a 
satisikctory reproduction of this excellent photograph for illustration. 

These Assembly Rooms were repurchased by the Corporation for £2*250 in 
i959* when they were converted into the Town Hall, and the basement fitted 
with lock-up cells. 

There being no tower to ilu Wfiife Hall t«» receive the new riork presented 
by John Wakefield, it was decided tn i)ull dms n ihv old cupola ami erect one 
for its accoiniiH idation. Concerning which, tlicrL- sc-cms to ha\c been con- 
siderable discii>sion as tu its right position — i.e., whether it should be central 
or placed at the north-west corner, where it might have been seen down 
Stricklandgate as far as the Museum. However, when it was ultimately built 
in 1861, at a cost of nearly £600, it seems to have been universally approved, 
and described as a handsome structure; about. 13 feet by zo feet, rising to a 
height of 85 feet from the pavement. The clock had four plate-glass dials, 
illuminated with gas, turned on and off by the movement of the clock itself. 
The first hour was struck on Sir James Lowther's bell, at one o'clock on 
Saturday, the 2ist day of December, x86i. A new flag-pole was also erected, 
standing 90 feet in height, and raised its flag on the ist of Nox'ember to 
celebrate the election of the new councillors. 

Within the last few years the CorporatiDn has acquired the adjoming 
properties above mentioiud, dnd on this enlarged site, it has almost entirely 
rebuilt the Town Hall, at a total cost of £22,000. The tower now contains a 
new clock and eleven bells. The large tt nor weighs 2 ton 4 cwt. 1 qr., and 
lK;ars the following inscription : — " These bells were bequeailicu tu the inhabi- 
tats f of Kendal by Alderman William Bindloss, Mayor, MDCCCXCV." 
The following mottoes are inscribed on the other ten bells, which vary in 

• This gUm bollla cad coiiImiU wene rMwerad on dinin* out th* tcm»dal6on for the New Clock Toaier. 
t By sooie enor ihw noid hM been cut withoot iSe "li." 
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THE OLD TOWN HALL. 

THI WHITE HALL, REMODELLED IN 1859. 
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weight from 30 cwt. to 4 cwt., namely: — 2, Justitiam et Honorem Colant 
Omnfs ; 3. Deum lanHo, Vivos voco, Morttins plant^o ; 4. Honos alit Artes; 
5, Hollos est pracmiuin Virtutis; 6, Nihil semper Floret, Attas Siiccfdit 
Aetatcm ; 7, Omnia fert Aetas Animuni quoque ; 8, Rinf? in the love of truth 
and rifiht ; 9, Ring in the common love of good ; lo, Omnia Jovan Laudant 
Aniinantia ; 11, Nobis Solamcn det Deus. 

The daily chimes ring out their five-finger exercises as follows ; — 

Sunday , " Dovofinn." 

Monday ... " Kelvin Grove." 

Tuesday *'Bntteh Grenadiers.'* 

Wednesday " Poor Mary Anne.** 

Thursday When the King enjoys his own again." 

Friday ... „. ... "Garry Owen." 

Saturday ... " There is nae Luck about the house." 

The bell on which the old town clock struck the hours now hangs outside 
the Police Station, and is used as a fire bell, at whose clang the fire brigade 
and engines turn out \ and, " woe betide the person a-bed whose house is on 
fire — ^if not 5leq>ing in a mackintosh.'* In olden days a bell used also to be 
rung on a market day to signify that peimission was then given to the farmers 
to sell the produce of their dairies. 

^ - Kirkb\- Keiulal as a Borouch has rcn-ivid three K()\al 

Th« Oovpomtloa. , , , \^ 

Charters of In* orporation. 1 he lust was ^'ranted by 
Queen Elizabeth on the 28th November. 1575, tht; second !)v Charles I. on 
the 4th of February, 1636, and the third by Charles II. on the 15th December, 
1684 ; the origmals of which are still preserved. 

The inhabitants who, in the first instance, petitioned Elizabeth had 
a £ur claim upon her as being contributing tenants as well as li^e subjects. 
The Queen was the lady of the manor, holding in her own right that portion 
of the baiony fennerly possessed by William Farr, Marquis of Northampton. 
Moreover she pocketed all the fees for tollage, markets, fairs, stallage, 
weights and measures, worth some £zo a year. She also received the 
yearly rent of the demesne of the Castle and Park, which was valued at 
£6^ 14s. od., and from the tenants at will, in the New Biggin, she took 

3s. od. a year. 
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The details of this charter for " the keeping of our peace and the ruling of 
our people " can be found fully set forth in many local books, so that 1 need 
not mention here more than that the main provisions enacted that there 
should be *'a body corporate and politick," consisting of an aldennan 
and twelve capital buxgesses in perpetual succession. That beside these 

there should be two offices of justice cafled 
Sergeants>at-Mace, and a Recorder who, with 
any three of the buigesses, shall hold a court 
of record for the hearing of all manner of pleas, 
actions, suits, and demands not exceeding jfao. 
Power was also given to make and maintain 
bye-laws, and all "fynes and amercyments** 
were to be truly sent to the Queen's Exchequer. 
Many are the strange cases in which this 
PiKsrS«AiorTHBCoRn>R*Tio». power was exercised. Beside the bull baiting 
fines already referred to, fines were imposed for any persons, he, she or they, 
giving, preparing and providing suppers, feasts or drynkings in any private 
house or houses on the occasion of weddings, kyrkings, nutcasts, applecasts, 
or merrj-nights if more than "three measscs of ffolkes " (12 persons) were 
assembled on such occasions. Another bye-law enacted in 1577, that no 
inhabitant should suffer any person not free of the Horouph to dwell and 
remain in any " house, chamber, or lofte within the precincts of the town," 
under a penalty of 20s. Fortunately travelling was at that time very difficult, 
or else the distant relations would hnd this law forbidding them to come and 
stay with their friends in Kendal ver>' hard upon their peaceful intentions. 

The alderman and burgesses appear to have had two <Acial cloaks 
each, one a " playne clothe gowen off black or off scnne other sad colour,** 
¥^ich was worn with *'a round black cap on his head, moost comonfye 
on all Sondayes in the year and on all holye dayes, lykewise when the wether 
is &yr and uphold " ; and anotho* called " their best vydet gowne,** which 
they were ordered to wear on " chief festival days, ffiiyres, and play days.** 

In certain " Orders made by the Mayor and Aldermen " about 1643 
the following injunctions occur: 

Item as often as any nobleman or stranger worthy shall come to the town then upon 
wamiog froin the Mayor aod Aldermen all the Aldermen in decent apparel 
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•ball atteod and accompany the Mayor for tbes credit of the towoe upon pain 
of every one oifending to forfeit 39. 4d. 

Item that they all attend the Mayor from his house the Sunday after the swearing 
and 00 th« usual feasts vis Christmas Easter Whit in their beat violet gowns 
and in dothes of black or waA oolonr Md the ao in tbdr black fowna and like 
dotbM undnr the pain of 6s 8d for every defiiult. 

Item that every Alderman wear his black gown to the church every Sunday with 
bbck or sad coloured apparel and that none wear any lifhl coloured clothes 
different from their f owns or any fr^sh etockinge under penalty of aoa. 

Between these two last entries the following has been interpolated, 
and afterwards crossed out : 

Ordered by the Maior and Alderman y« 4th of September 1654 that every one of the 
Aldermen shall provide for themselves aG >wne against the first Sunday after 
the next Maior shalbe swarne .... which gownes are to be all of one forme 
and of Black siuffe to be faced with black plush or velvet. 

A little later occurs : 

23rd of September, 1655. 
It ia ordered that Mr George Archer ihatt provide a gown like the reet oT 
the Aldemea'e goons against Saturday come sennight if there he materials 
tot the same within the town open pain to forfolt 40a. 

The use of official gowns was discontinued by the "reformed" corpora* 
in 1836. 

Another curious order from the Council, dated 1696, and made, I suppose, 
for the purpose of keeping the luckiest biuniesses up to the required moral 
scratch, was that they shall twice on every Sabbath day repaire to the Church 
in their gownes on pain of forfeiting 3s. 4d. 

In olden times, our ancestors believed that the religious uses of Sunday 
were sufficiently important to justify their enforcement by the secular arm. 
By the fiimous Act of Queen Elizabeth of the year 1559— which, by the way, 
still stands upon the Statute Book, and to-day is being invoked by the Arch- 
bishops as the foundation for their opinion upon incense and processional 
candles — due provision was made for the attendance of all her lieges at the 
ni««is of gface. Eveiy one who £uled to attend Divine service in some 
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authorised place of worship each Sunday and holy day was to be fined twelve- 
pence for each offence. On the Church Husband was imposed the duty of 
levying the fine, and the Bishops were to see that it was fulfilled. With this 
power, surely, the Vicar of Kendal should find no difficulty in raising the 
required monies for his ancient church 1 

What were the operating causes which prodoced the revocation of this our 
First Charter, whether it was a voluntary act of surrender or enforced, either 
by reason of our abuse of its powers, or by the " naked exercise " of the Royal 
perogative, there seems to be no record left to us to say. The Star Chamber 

proceedings were at that time in rigorous operation, the National Treasury was 
empty, Charles was at issue with his Parliament on the question of supplies, 
and if taxes could not legally be imposed by the Legislature other means had 

to he resorted to for replenishing the Exchequer of the Crown. By his own 
mandate, the King had already exacted " tonnage and poundage " on manu- 
factures, and nothing would seem more likely tluin that, knowing how much 
the people prized their Municipal privileges, he should demand the instant 
surrender of them in order to grant new Charters on the payment of heavy 
fines. 

However, this much is certain, that the Corporation had to sue, in forma 
paufimst for a new Charter, and that they were more than two years in 
obtaining it. Among the State papers is preserved their petition, dated 
November 24th, 1634, " most humbly shewing, that it pleased your Majesty to 
give direction to your late Attomie-General (deceased) for drawing up their new 
Charter, and forasmuch as the same was not finished .... maie it 
please your sacred Majestie to rcnue your gracious order to your Majestie's 
new Attornie for finishing their humble suite accordinglie." And at a Court at 
Whitehall it was (ordered that " Mr. Attornie-General do prepare such a 

Charter as by the Certificate is here mentioned.** 

The principal diffennre in this Charter of 
Charles I. over the former one, is that it provicles 
for a Mayor, 12 Aldermen, and 20 Capital Burgesses, 
with a common seal containing a crowned portrait 
of the King engraved upon it. The .Mayor, 
Recorder, and two senior Alderman to be Justices 
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of the Peace to adjudicate upon all cases not exceeding £20, and to appoint 
a "searcher of cottons** to examine all woollen cloths exposed for sale, 
" whether they are wrought and made as they ought to be for the proper use 
of men wearing them.*' 
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With regard to the circum- 
stances attending the grant uf 
our third Charter, there can be 
no doubt, for what one abso- 
late King had granted "during 
good behaviour," another abso- 
lute and unscrupulous Monarch 
could easily annul. In 1681, 
the City of London was 
stripped of its Charter, and 
three years afterwards Corpora- 
tions generally were suiimioned 
to surrender at mercy by writ 
of " Quo Warranto," and pay 
whatev'er fees and subsidies 
were demanded for fresh civic 
privileges. The new Charter 
is substantially the same in 
. all its provisions as the one it 
snptrseded, and tiiis &ct alone 
iomishes an additional axgu- 
ment for the all^tion against 
the King, that it wa^ for his 
own personal ends; and that 
witfiont a political motive it 
was a waste of Kingly power, and a needless disturbance of the Municipality. 
But whatever may have been the cost to our town, there is record that the 
Charter was welcomed by the people with great glee. Richaid Rowlandson, 
the Town Clerk, had been patiently waiting and watching about the offices 
of the Crown for many days, and as soon as the precious document was 
placed in bis hands he set off with it "haste^ post haste,*' not leUing the 
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grass grow under his hocse's hoo& till he reached Kendal. He was met at 
Burton, on the 26th day of December, by a triumphal procession of horsemen 
and footmen to escort him hither. At the town's "liboiy," the newly- 
appointed Majror, fully robed, greeted the procession and received the 
Charter " kneding and bare- 
headed," and then proceeded 
amidst the general acclama- 
tion of the people, with bands 
of music and the ringing of 
bells, to the Moot Hall, where 
it was read out aloud from 
the Cauld Stean, and the 
Kinf^''s health drunk with 
tuimiltiious rejoicing. The 
pri/e must have been greatly 
despaired of to be so jubi- 
lantly welcomed. 
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Chancellor Ferguson says 
that the surrender of the 
second Charter was never 
enrolled and was therefore 
void, so that the third 
Charter could have no legal 
standing as being granted 
in consideration of a void 
surrender. A precisely simi> 
lar transaction took place af 
Carlisle, where the Charter 
of Charles II. has always 
been considered a nullity. 



and where the earlier one is still reckoned to be the governing Charter. 

The Corporation Reform Act of William IV., passed in the year 1835, 
did not put an end to this second Charter of Charles I., but only modified 
it by constituting a Municipal Corporation with governing powers on the 
popular principle that taxation and representation sliould go together, and 
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that the people who are to obey the laws should, throagh their representatives, 
make the laws. 

The following description of the Corporation plate and insignia I extract 
from the late Llewellyn Jewitt's work, entitled The Corporation Plate and 
Insignia oj Office of England and IVales :~~ 

"The insignia consists of 
two maces, a sword of state, a 
jewel, a mayor's chain and 
badge, a constable's staff, and 
the common seals. The plate 
comprises a loving cup, two 
tankards, and a snuff-box." 

"By the charter of Eliza- 
beth the aldermen and burgesses 
were cnipuwcrcd to ha\t' two 
sergcants-at-mace {aervienles ad 
clavas.) A like privilege was 
accorded to the mayor ap- 
pointed under the charter of 
Charles I«, and is repeated in 
the charter of Charles II." 

" The present maces arc of 
silver, and form a pair, though 

they vai^' slightly in size, one 
being 26^ inches and the other 

27 inches long. Each consists 
of a plain shaft with hexagonal 
medial knot and large pear- 
shaped foot-knop, surmounted 
by a crowned head. There 
are no royal arms on the cups of the crowns ; probably they were removed 
during the Coinniotiu ealth. The rn isses have also Ikx:ii broken off the orbs. 
Rounil the heads, di\i(led by carvatidt^. are the usual roval badges. Hall- 
marks : London, 1047-8 ; maker's mark, T C or C I in moiio^rain." 
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"By the charter of Charles I. the mayor was empowered to have 
a sword-bearer fporUUor gladii). This privilege was confirmed fay the« 
charter of Charles II.'* 

"The sword is 3 feet 11* inches lonij, and has the hilt, pommel, and 
mountings of silver, with the royal arms of the Stuart sovereigns and the 
arms of Kendal. The sheath is covered with black velvet. The present 
sword is of the time uf Charles II., if indeed it be not later." 

"The jewel consists of a large gold Maltese cross set with diamonds- 
and pearls, bearing a medallion portrait of Qneen Elixabeth dicmnscribed : 
BLI2ABBTH ; D : G : ANG : FRA : BT : HIE : RBGiNA. On the back is engravedi 
' This Jewel is preseiOti by tome /riends of iatt Alderman John Fisher, who 
died Oct. the 2nd, 1870, to the Mayor and Corporttim of Kendal, on the Three 
Hundredik Anniversary of the Grant of their First Charter of Incorporation, 1575, 
In remewdtrance of his life-long interest in the service of the Town of Kendal.' The 
jewel is worn by the mayor on state occasions as wdl as the chain and badge." 

" The chain or collar is composed of a number 
of ang^kr shields* with the names, etc., of successive 
majors set on oblong firames which are coupled by 
large rings. In the centre are the royal arms, etc., 
of Queen Elizabeth. The badge consists of a large 
shield of the town arms ; quarterly : 1 and 4, three 
wool-hoohs; 2 and 3,- three ieaseb proper , with the 
motto: PANNUS mihi panis (Wool is my bread), 
surmounted by the crest of England and accom- 
panied by civic emblems. The chain and badge 
were subscribed for by the burgesses, and presented on November 28th, 1875. 
being the 300th anniversary of Elizabeth's charter." 

"The chief constable's staff is a black wooden pole, about 5 feet long, 
with a lacquoied brass head surmounted by a regal crown. The head can 
also be fitted to a short staff." 

"The original common seal is of silver, and circular, inch in diameter. 
The device is a quaint view of the town of Kendal, with the church at 
one side and the castle in the backt,'niund : in base arc the letters KK 
dividing the date 157O. There is no legend." (See p. ^d). 
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"The second seal, which probably dates from the charter of 1635-6, is 
also circular, if inch in diameter, and of silver. The device is a half-length 
figure of King Charles I., crowned, and holding the orb and sword. L^end : 

THE • SEALE • OF • THE • TOWNE • OF • KIRKBY • KENDALL" 

"The loving cup, of silver, is 8| inches high, and has a deep square* 
bottomed bowl on a baluster stem with broad foot. It is inscribed : * The gift 
of Thomas Sleddall the first Maior of Kendal to the Maior of Kirkby Kendal 
successively.' Hall-marks: London, 1667-8; maker's mark, in a shie!d a key 
between two pellets {?>. l*"roin the fashion of the cup it is clear that Mr. 
Sleddali's gift was re-madc at the end of the seventeenth century." 

"The lesser of the tankards is of the usual 'drum* pattern with a flat lid. 
On the side are engraved the town arms and the inscription : * This PlaU ms 
fymided by the Alderman of Kendail and his brethren for a perpetuiiv 1629.' 
There are noliall-marks." 

" The larger tankard is also of the * drum ' pattam» with a raised flat lid, 
and is 6f inches high. On the side is inscribed: *The legacy 0/ Thomas 
Braithwaite Esq the Recorder ofKendale to the Maior and Aldermen of the same 
sneeessivdy.* Hall-marks: London, x68i-2 ; maker's mark, AD."' 

" The following item occius m Thomas Braithwaite's will, which is dated 
November qth. 1674 : *I j,'ive and bequeath to the Mayor and Aldermen of 
the borough of Kirkby Kendall the sum of £io to be bestowed on a piece of 
plate for the use of the Corporation.' " 

" There are two snuff-boxes belonging to the corporation of Kendal. 
The older is kt ]>i in the mayor's chest with the tankards and other insignia, 
and is transferred by each mayor to his successor on the 9th No\eml>er. 
when going out of office. It is made out of a block of ebony, and in shape 
somewhat resembles a flattened hour i^liiss. It is 5} inches loni^, and has 
two ronipai tnirnts and two lids, one at each end, to hold two stjrts of 
snuff. The lids are oval, and are attached to the box by plain f^ilver 
hinges of different patterns. The box has two flat silver hoops around it. 
There are no hall-marks, dates, or letters on the silver mounts, and the 
design of both l)o.\ and mounts is very plain, and evidently the work of 
some local workman. There is no evidence as to the dale when this 
box came into the possession of the Corporation, or by whom it was 
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given, bat it is generally supposed to be of the same date as the tankards. 
This box is only brought out at the installation of a new mayor into office, 
when it is usually handed round, replenished at one end with the famous 
* Kendal Brown,' and at the other with strong Brown Scotch snuff." 
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" The second box is made 
of black horn, oblong in form, 
3f inches long and if inch 
wide. The workmanship is 

modern and exceedingly good; 
and the outside of the lid, the 
two sides, and the ends are 
beautifully inlaid with enchased 
silver of a richly ornamental 
scroll pattern ; the bottom has 
also a silver line inlaid alon^ 
its marpfin. On the inside of 
the lid is a silver plate on which 
is enj^raved : * Presented to the 
Corporation by Richard Nelson, 
Mayor, Dec. lyth, 1885.' This 
box is generally found on the 
table at all meetings of the 
Corporation, and is also in 
great request by the magistrates 
on court days. The lid of the 
box has been slightly damaged 
at the comeis." 

"The insignia, etc., are 
kept in an elaborately carved 
box, given by John Hudson, Esq., mayor, 1852-3. The Corporation also 
possesses two state chairs, the gift of Lord Bective in 1875." 

The first Municipal Election, which took plrir. <.n Hoxing Day, Saturday, 
the 26th ot Dt ceiiibrr 1855. proved a triiiniphaul success to the new Reform 
party, every one of Us nominees being returned, as follows: — 
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West Ward 



East Ward 



John Wakefield. 
William Bainbridge. 
Samuel Compston. 

Isaac Hr tliwaite. 
Samuel Whinerey. 
William Richardson. 

John Richards. 
Thompson Bindioss. 
Edw. W. Wakefield. 
Isaac Wilson. 
Allan Simpson. 
Thomas Harrison. 



North Ward H 



William Gelderd. 
John Banks. 
Richard Wilson. 
Isaac Edmondson. 
Edward (libson. 
Joseph Gunson. 



I have before me a few of the earlier election addresses and posters, from 
which it may be of interest to extract some amusing particulars. 

The electors of 1841 are begged to support no " Bread>taxing Tories," bat 
to vote for the "Corn-law Repealers." In every instance the "Repealers" 
won the day, and were returned amid boisterous jubilation. In the election of 
Joseph Banks beat Isaac Edmundson by eight votes, and secured the 
second Tory seat in the Council. The following year the Reform party 
carried every seat, and in 1844 they carried all but one. A few days later, in 
consequence of the resignation of Reginald Remington, a bye-clcction took 
place in which the Tory candidate, Rowland Postlethwaite, a " No Borough 
Rate " man, was defeated by John Harrison, a Reformer. 

** Come, Rowley, to the Council fo; 

Heigho ! bold Rowley, 
The North Ward wants one in, you know, 
And we'll strike those Blues a terrible blow 
ear Rowley, Po//- ey—caovan «i»d 
Heigbol de»r Rowlqrt 
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" Th«re'i Captata C. in the Council room ; 

Heigho ! sigVd Rowley, 
" Atone in his glory ' — a pitiful doom : 
He's in want of a ntate to cheer his gloom : 
Send poor Rowley, PoW- cy— canvass and schemage — 

Heigho I sigh'd Rowley t 

*' I fear the Electors won't aid our cauae ; 

Heigho I sad Rowley: 
O woeful suspense — they're b ^ckmg our foes— 
We tooae in all quarters I a sad fight niust close 
My Rowley, Po/Z-ey— canvass and schemage — 

Heigho I RUN Rowley I" 

In the 1845 election we find that the epithet of " Reformers " gave place 
to the now more \mm\ term of " Liberals," who again carried five of the six 
seats. But in the following year they only secured four. Nothing of any 
moment seems to have happened during the next few years. Nominations 
were scarcely contested; until the passing of the " Health of Town's Act," when 
the election of 1850 greatly turned uptju the cpu stion of the lighting, cleansing, 
and draining of the town. To the Tories the subject was one of "Draining 
the pocket and such like foolish ividej^round works," aijainst which they raised 
the rallying cvy of "Economy, Retrenchment, and BURTON." In the 
following year, however, party politics gave way to town politics. The 
candidates arranged themselves under the two headings of " Drainers " or 
*' Anti- Drainers,** and in each case the " Drains/' including two Tories and 
four Ubeials, were suocesslul. 

Again, for a period of some ten years, nothing seems to have disturbed 
the electors from their apathy, until a certain little trouble arose concerning 
a supporition that the Goose Holme was beit^ enclosed for private purposes. 
John Ireland, the "Washerwoman's Friend," was the new candidate. The 
placards say that "he will, no doubt, be placed at the head of the Poll 
(clothes-pole) by the united array of the Feminine Electors, who have been so 
kindly accommodated on the Goose Holme Drying Ground for many years 
past." 

Here is another sample of an 1863 election poster: — "Don't we know 
the havoc which Scarlatina, Typhus and Small Pox have made in our 
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West Ward? Don't we know that nine-tenths of it arises from Malam 
generated from the Maude's Meadow Swamp ? Vote, then, for the Man that 
will drain Maude's Meadow ! PLUMP FOR BU5HER AND DRAINAGE, 
and wipe out with your Votes the plague spot of the West Ward." Bosher 
was elected. 



EAST WARD 

ELECTION. 



To the WasherwomBil of 
Stramongate. 

LADIES. 

You are m|>ei-tfu1ly rec|ui'Mi il i i t.il.e part isj a dcnion- 
ttrxtion to be made on Satut<l;i>' Afirrmion rtvtX, int ibe 
piirpoM of celcbratiDK the return oi ymir 0\Xt FKIENI), 
UK. JOHN IKELAND AS YOUk BBPkESKMTATlVR 
IN THE COUNCIL OP YOUB TOWN. 

The proccfdinn will bo fi >t m.-.l ii|iuu ( U if >-E HOI.MEat 
"n>r<^ *>*C*lock in the Afteriintui pi o. iielj,. ^mi witt prftr*v»d 
civrr ilo U^ofxlen Hridgr thrm ,;h your Kcj-M-iontatuv's 
r>\eht>u!ic, kc , by way of the New Ktuui to tbe "^ito of the 
PMpoMd "NKW BATHS AND WASHHOUSES." 

At tli» Hm4 of PlrweMiiHi ivill walk dM VmnAj. 
H/tdfUA Coii«rillar. to be fenowai. two mid two abfcast, by 
fOUraelvM with your WaihinR Tulis in your hsndi. Several 
Mttall Vmjm hare been engai^ed to carry the* remaining In^i^nia 
of your laudable Profeasion ; noIKIr-t, IVgi, aod Pti^pa will 
ttump atnng thcmselvei. and brin^ up the rear. 

On arriving at the deMinjtlon a Circle will be formed 
round an inverted Dolly Tub. upon whiih your Brprumtatiwi 
will AddraMjroa. At the conctosion of hit SpMCh "Thraa 
CliMn will be livm for dw FBEBOOM ol O0O5B 
HOLUE." and the Small iVtyt wiN Klnir la Chonit that 

touching and apr*'"' -■ i*-^ M ' 

" HAS YOUR UOIHER SOLO HEH MANQU 7 " 

Oct. jisi, i86t. 



The electors of 1865 are 
appealed to, to vote for " BUR- 
TON tbe Champion Econ- 
omiser of Rates, the ONLY 
Checkmateof Extravagance and 
Frittering away public money, 
being ' Hoggarth the Second.' " 
From this time forward the 
Council must have behaved 
pretty well, or the Ratepayers* 
Association gone to sleep, for 
little transpires beyond the 
• usual terms issued l)y both par- 
ties, each and aU proclaiming 
that they alone can be trusted 
to watch over the interests 
of the poor and their fellow- 
townsmen. For a moment, 
truly, a little warmth blazed up 
in 1873, over such question? as 
the purchase of the W'atchtu ld 
Estate for the town sewage, tlie 
reduction of the police force, 
and the Pump Inn and Finkle 
Street inipa)Vcn)t.:nt.s. lUit in the end even tliese subsided, the town once 
more became indifferent, the Council well satisfied willi themselves, settled 
down and did much good work, indeed all went well until the recent outburst 
which manifested itself over the amount of money sunk, no one knows where, 
in the newly-erected Municipal buildings, and in the excessive expenditure 
incurred in making the new reservoir at Fisher Tarn. 
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Lovther Street "^^'^ street was opened oat in 1782, causing the demolition 

of the " Black Ball/' besides cutting through the famous 
Whitehall Gardens, once kept by Alderman Francis Drinkell, who was three 
times Mayor of Kendal. 

" The ground for building a new street in Kendal/* sayss the Cumberland 
Pacquet for February 27th, 178X, " is let off, and a great part of it will be done 
in the course of the summer. From the regulations to be observed, it is 
probable this will be a great ornament to that town. The Sorit ty of 
Independents have purchased one of the lots, containing 2fs yards in front and 
14 yards in rear, on which an elegant chapt I is to be huilt." It seems that 
the intentifin of the authorities was to build ii[)on llie imrth side diiIv, and 
that the south side should reniaiii an ojien ,L;ardeii ; but tlic ea.mTiiess to 
obtain pi js-ession ol the tirst rive building plots pro\Ld too great a tLMiiptatioii 
for the I II t(j withstand. The ideal gave place to iIil- material, and what might 
have been an open sunny thoroughfare, became a narrow path of gloom. 

How the street was paved I cannot tell. From the following curious 
extract it would seem that it was evidently not with the old uncomfortable 
cobbles, and yet it was too early for McAdam. The new street lately 
opened in Kendal, called Lowther Street, is almost built up and is found of 
great convenience, not only by opening a way to the river, but by taking 
carriages, &c., by the outside of the town and thereby avoiding a great part of 
the pavement in passing through the place.** — Cumberland Pacqtut, October 
I2th, 1784.'* 

One of the best things which resulted from this undertaking was the 
fornuition of a large culvert hum the foot of All Hallows Lane to tlu: riv* r. It 
was designed to take away thf i xcessive water which in flo(Kl-tnnL; iisL-d to 
flow down and swamp this part of Mighgatc, before the open < haniicl could 
convey it to the cross gutter fuitlu r down the stn et. A < unuus circum- 
stance in connection witli tliis culvert, or "Naniin hole, ' is reported 
in the papers concerning a cow, which, being driven along the New Road, 
took fright at some cavalry and galloped down to the river side. There it 
passed under Miller Bridge, and entered the culvert as the first place of refuge 
that presented itself. The poor beast once in, finding it impossible to turn, 
was compelled to advance, and it accordingly followed the course of the drain. 
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to the alann and dismay of the owner. Attempts were made to ascertain its 
whereabouts, and a hole was dug at the top of Lowther street, but the calcu- 
latioDB had been badly made. Other measurements urare then taken, when it 
was found that the cow was in a line wiUi the ironmonger's shop of Mr. Fukin 
(now Mrs. Rudd's), and eventually the wall of his cellar had to be taken down 
as the shortest and most convenient way of giving liberty to the poor prisoner. 

This thoroughfare was called New Street at a time when the name of 
** Lowther " was offensive to the majority of the inhabitants. 

. .w , We must now retrace our steps and follow down the 
White Hart Inn. f 

narrow passage on the west side of the New Biggin, 

across which, it is said, opposite neighbours could easily shake hands 

from th ir respective windows. The first building to notice is one of those 

inns for wliich England at one time was so famous, with their snug bars, and 

four-posted beds hung with silk and covered with lavender-smelliog sheets. 

The White Hart Inn was one of the principal hotels in Kendal during the 
coaching days, and known first, for the purpose of respectability, as Robbin's 
Coffee House. Its history can be traced back as far as 1702, when a chair 
before the fire blaadng half-way up the chimney, was considered a throne of 
human felicity — an inn attracting the Hite of public-house firequenters, and a 
time when even the clergy did not think it derogatory to their calling to 
smoke their long churchwardens, drink the home-brewed beer, and discuss the 
tOfMCS of the day with their parishioners over a paper just arrived finom London 
two or three days old. 

In 1774, a conveyance deed refers to " an old chapel in Butcher's Row," 
and states that it was used as part of Robbin's Coffee House. It was probably 
a Dissenting Chapel, but of what denomination cannot be ascertained. 

On March 25th, 1779, during the occupancy of John Atkinson, a news- 
room was opened here, which is supposed to have been the first in Kendal. It 
was frequented by the Rev. Dr. Symonds, the Rev. Caleb Rotherham, and the 
Rev. G. Crackentborpe, master of the Grammar School, and others. It must 
be remembered that this was a time of extreme national activity, when the 
development of iron and steam increased the prosperity of trade, and Dr. 
Priestley was deep in experiment and scientific research ; and, moreover, a time 
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when the great Chatham had just died, and when the whole political hori2oa 
was gathered in storm. Rodney had defeated the Spanish fleet, "Warren Hastini^ 
was victorious in India, but Lord Comwallis bad surrendered at Virginia, and 
Lord North had retired from the Government at home. A time which saw the 
independence of the United States and Home Rule in Irdand, the French 
Revolution with the Anglo-French Wars, the naval successes of Ndson, and 
the final Union of Ireland with England. It was at this period of excitement, 
when a constant knowledge of passing events was as necessary to the traveller 
as to the resident, and when the price of newspapers was such that many 
persons could not afford to purchase them, that the news room was originated. 
In March, 1804. the club removed to the new " Commercial Hotel," but, alas! 
to say, during the Brougham Elections of 1818 politics divided the camp, two 
Blues were black-balled, and the seceders removed to a *' New Coffee Room." 
First of all they met at the ** King's Anns Inn," from which they issued their 
rules on August 15th, 1820, and subsequently to the "Caledonian Room *' in 
the Market Place, where the Board of Guardians have recently been sitting. 
In 1827, the original club removed to the White Hall, and, we are glad to 
note, shook hands once more and amalgamated with the seceders in 1855. 

But to return from this digression to the inn, whose sign was a fevourite 
badge of Richard II., and whose character was fe.mous in the coaching days for 
post-horses, victuals, rum and milk, and general accommodation of the best old 
English quality for man and beast. During the tenancies of John Atkinson 
(1781), and William Maskew (1786), the coaches stopped here for Manchester, 
Liverpool, and London every day at three o'clock in the morning and at five 
in the afternoon, and a special one to Carlisle ran every Sunday, Wednesday, 
and Friday morning at five o'clock. James Webster, formerly butler at 
Casterton Hall, afto'wards sword bearer to the Corporation, became innkeeper 
here in June 1803, and had the satisfaction of seeing one of his daughters 
married to Alderman William Longmire, twice Mayor of Kendal. 

1813 saw Richard Smith as landlord, ami m 1815 the "North Stur " was 
advertised at greatly reduced rates, viic. ; — Inside, to Manchester, for 20s. and 
outside for 12s., leaving at half-past five o'clock, and travelling via Chorley and 
Bolton, to the "Talbot Inn," Manchester, and via Lancaster (8.30), Garstang, 
Preston, Ormskirk, to the " Talbot Inn," Liverpool, and arriving at both places 
in time to catch the Saxe-Cobutg coaches to London. In 1819, we have the 
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announcement of the "Lord Exmonth " coach, starting from here every 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday at 7 a.m. to the*' Sun Inn," UlvcTSton, from 
whence it returned on the following mornings. 



In 182Z the inn was 
kept by Robert Brooks, 
and in 1824 by his widow 
Mis. Brooks (afterwards 
Mrs. Sirr), as buxom and 
cheen,- a landlady^ we are 
told, as one could meet 
with in a day's march. I 
find that she still. reigned 
in 1K40, a bustling, active, 
important personage, with 
a lofty cap of antique 
architecture, a large hunch 
of key?, a very clean apron, 
and possfssod with that 
indispenr-al)lL' cluery sulu- 
tati'Jii winch so eajnivates 
a travL-ller as he aliglits 
from a journey. And 
many a jovial evenin^,^ in 
the bar we have tradition 
of, vrith the Rev. John 
Sampson acting as " Mas- 
ter of the Ceremonies*' 
and Lancelot Shepherd, 
surgeon, as his second, 
sopporting his arguments 
and sometimes giving 
points to his jokes. 
Amongst others who 
joined the throng were 
Thomas Sirr, guard of the 
Leeds and Kendal coach. 



MXfEDIT lOUS rRAVELllUG. 
Liverpool, Manchcfter, Prdlon, Lancaf- 
tcr. Kendal, Penrith, Whitehaven, 
Garlifle, Dumfries, iCtlmamock., Glaf> 
gow, and Edinbii^h 

Coached and Diligences, 

ADILIGENCB feu 'oat inm Mr. Capftick'k 

flMMqrt w4 Siau4«r Mtia^ *H .( o'Ci«ck, ■a4 «ii«Ml» 
^litb Ht 4 «*CtMfc in Af(«|iM0«. 

Ate* • tKli|mct fen out from Mn. Bitchan«a'i| tbe 
Cnw« i«% Pkwltb, (very T««ttay, Wa4o«A«7i 
iMBtey Mentatt ** 4 •"Glacfti ud aaiwn la L i nttS er u 
ihMa ofSadk te tSt. Afimooa* 

A C(Mcb w{ki«fr I* (MDcfted wi^ tl)c afcow ktt out e?ciy 
Morning (Snodtyt eseeptcd) at 5 •'Clodci from Mr. C*^ 
ftick't, thr New ir,n, l.<nrj!U-r, for Prtfton «nil Ll»frpoof^ 
when ?Mjcnfeti coming in itt't Diligence will b« iccoi4o- 
rfaiH with Scad. 

The Mincheilct and Pttfltn Sc^« Cnach oKeu ir^i^ liinea 
with The LiTcrpool Machioc it Prcft«n, evwy Mcmdij, 
Tserdayi Thurl<ij)f jii i Friday, «iuch P*ff«Pt«i« 
*«}c«i Co MancheOcr, Jcc, 

Each Paflenger from l.irir»i>er to Penrith t^i. ChiHTta 
on tll« Lap H«lf Price Short PjlIcDjct* fifc^o o;i on Uie 
Road to-pay Thrce."rr,c/!-hi't.|iennjr p«r Mi!e. ■ Eacit PiC- 
fencer allowed l4Jb, v.';,;b; of Luggage, all above topay One 
Penny per Poung, aad fa ia frepofuon to any Part ol the 
Road. 

A Coach hu oot erery Day-/rom Penrith to Carliilo it 
5 o'Cldck in iht A^mooOrwhcRiSeatt will be roferaad for 
PcfRngcn, cominf in Um ^bt/rt^Difipunen, going North, 
ward. 

A Dilitcoce which ii connc^ei with the ahovc Carnofcy 
Cetl out every Sunday, TurfJiy, and Thnrlilay tvaaiag, 
hum Beck't Cofitw- HouCe, CaTlidc, for Edinbut|n. 

A DifigtiMo feta out c«ary Monday, WedaeMay, and Fr)< 
itf Mwaiiic a* 6 o'CKKk from Mr. H«i(l«lb'a, the Ki^g'a 
Af ma lim, CtrliSr* fw Dumftistf KUmmosw, aod CUHsom. 
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Ptthimt* hy tba If nioft OaoMaa** 
CAPSTtCK, lUm^* t 
BUGHAIfAK,Crawn..lon. PtnfVth. 

UTlitPropr^etoia wtl aat ha iicoaaMMc for unf fjicois a. 
M Firr P-.«n4« V«lat» aalcb aaincA «a4 ft* 

accordiDfly. 

AT. B. For Entry of PafTeaieri mi Parce(« apjily t» Mr. 
Capili^, New •Inn, Lancaf j Mr. Axkiofbn, C*ai«.iw««f. 
K'mia! I anA Mia» iHChianJ Cwaa.Ia^ taiUS. tg 
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and the ubiquitous Jimmy Wiggins of \\'ildman Street, who always came to 
the fore in support of Harry Brougham. Sampson would maintain that 
Brougham was no lawyer, but merely a play-actor, with a gift of the gab; and 
Tom Sirr would adduce, as an instance of it, that he once drove " Harry" on 
his coach and got sixpence for the driver. " Shabby beggar," said Tom, 
"d'ye make him out a good lawyer after that?" The argument would have 
been deemed a clincher if it had not been for the faithful Jimmy, who cried — 
" Houd thy tongue, thou great goose ; has ta got neither sense nor manners, 
houd thy tongue, or TU make a song about thee, and send thee down to the 
end of the world, just like what thou is." Such a dreadful threat, as to be 
put into one of the rhymester's songs, was too awful a thing to be lightly 
thought of, so that poor Tom, in his wisdom, meekly withdrew. 

Jimmy was an odd character, deformed on one side, and always carried 
ahottt with him a long alpenstock from which hung his favourite "blue" 
ribbons and upon which he leaned for support. This he grasped by the 
middle in such a way as to give him a veiy laughable appearance. But 
he seems to have been well aware of his singular look, for in reply to a 
gentleman whom he had insulted by asking a question, and who wanted to 
know from the crowd who the fellow was, Jimmy himself histantly replied, 
" I'm a note of interrogation and that just means a liiUe crooked thing that 
asks questicHis." 

" I am a little crooked thinfj, interrogation like. 
For want of being sent tu school I scarce can read or write ; 
But I can chant a iUve or crack a joke, or both if ymi ahoaU ne«d 'em. 
So now« my lads, I'll pve a toast, — Hen's Westmorland and freedom." 

In 171 1 the jHroperty was purchased by Robert Wilson, stuff weaver, 
for £248 in * public sale. In 1833 it was sold by William Petty to Thomas 
Sirr for 1^1015, and in later days it was sold for £iyso to a brewer of 
Ulverston. 

The buildinpf where Messrs. Arnold and Greenwood now have their 
offices was formerly a celebrated inn. At first it was known as the "Crown 

^ * Public mle is • Icrai spiilied to iale« befoic tbe aid nf m liceund ewctiMieer ««9 called {n, the veador 
being his own mksmaa. 
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and Mitre/' representing thus both State and Chttrch. The earliest note 
that I have concerning it, is that it was kept by Alderman Henry Cort 
(Mayor of Kendal in 1700 and again in I7i3), until he removed to Lancaster 
in the year I7i5. 



ADVERTISSMENT. 

Tbif is to ^tue NOTICE, to all 
Gentlemen, Tr.ulefmen, TraveJlerSi 
Carriers and others that. 

JOHN PETTY Innkeeper, is re- | 
moved from the Roi Buck to the Crvwn 
and Mitre in Kendal, a very oommodi- ' 
ons well buMc Inn, fitoated near the 
Centre of the Town, has exceeding good 
StabIes>Warehoures and a fpacious Yard. 

All Perfons minded to oblige him with 
their Favours, may*be aifuced of meet- 
ing with good Eotercainment and civil 
Ufage. 



Kendal Printed by Tha Aibbamer. 



Riooera rACBiMiu or AoviimsBiiKiiT. 

Extract from the Bokc off Hecorde : — 

1715— Whereat Mr. HCAry Curt one of the Aldermen above named, having sometime 
before Whitsuntide last sett to farme his dwelling house within ye said Hur^;}) called or 
knowne by yc name or sync of yc Crowne and Mitrt- for a tcrme of s c.irci ;uicl made sevcrall 
publick salc3> of his household goodii etc., and about Whttituntidc last did remove himselfe 
aad hit family from yc mM Batgh to i4uicaitei' in ye County of Lancaster where they have 
ever sioce dwell'd the aaid Mr. Cort having fanneil a house there for that purpoae, and 
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«lwi»M Jowpli DswwNi Eh-. ya]N»r«ry««Md BwcH Mbk ihat fs «m« Mr. 0«t cm^ 
Ml fiftely ««w:tttc and PTonne tb* oflcc of as Aldcrm of dm Barsb mt ihai dnUace Ma 
tJipl IP ciect bi« plsM of Alderawn wai bcconc vmsuA." 

In the Newcastle Journal for June 6th, 1752, I tind that "this wdl 
ac 11 1 ^mctl inn, formerly kept by Mrs. Agnes Wilson, is now kept by 
ChrjhU/ph'T Penton In April, 1757, there is an announcement that 
Kdwiird J tiipson will sell "All that his burgage house or inn commonly 
call* '! and kii r.vn bv the name of ' The Crown and Mitre,' and now in the 
pfjatH: v,l'>ii •>{ Matthew Shaw, as farmer thereof, and also all that his braners 
sho|) adjotiiuiK." Thf-n again in th<; Xeuxiistle Jounuil for April 19, 1 760, 18 
tlie f«*ll()winj< : "To the piil)lic. 'Tlu^ Crown and Mitre Inn,' formerly kept by 
oni' Hlackst»ick and afterwards by Mrs. Harrison, is now entered upon by 
William Petty, l.'»te a servant in the Hon. and Ripht Rev. the Lord Bishop 
of Durliaiii r. family, where Nt)bility, Gentry and others may depend upon 
rrierliiif^ with at fi an wheeled post-chaises and able horses. Those who 
ple.ise' to favotu riM with their custom may depend upon having the best of 
li(juors and n\y utmost endeavours to make their entertainment in every resp^ 
agreeable to them. William i'etty." 

About the year 1778, Petty pulled down the oU inn and built on 
the Bite the present dressed limestone building, which then became known 
as *'The Fox and Goose." with its sign representing a fox purloining 
a goooe. Under this name it was known, both in the years 1801 and 1813, 
under John Robinson, and in 1830, but as teetotal lecturers made such 
laughter over the name, calling the landlord the fiax and the customer 
the goose, it was again altered to the " Exchange Inn." 

It was from lu ie that Lind HuniL^luun made one of his best electioneering 
speedies during the l8iS contest, and a.s i sample of the different glasses 
ihruugh which the two different local papers viewed such political events, 
it is interesting to read in the Chronuic that *' Mr. Harry Brougham entered 
the t*wn *»siHHlcd from the residence of Mr. Wakefield by a numerous 
gathering the friends of independence, accompanied by music playing 
and colours tlying. He was greeted with volte}!^ of cheers from the 
aucrottiHling thousands." Whilst the Gaxeitt has it that the disccmaolate 
Mr. Hrougham, arriving in a shabb\ gig, was met and accompanied by 
« rabble chieAy women and children of the most beggarly description. 
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c'ligafi^eci for the purpose." and that " Mr. Hroiit;ham was sr) rmu:h a^^hamcJ 
of his followers that he gave them the slip and entered the ' box and Goose,' 
from a window of which he made a speech, accompanied by a man with a 
black eye. We observed the famous ballad-monger and peace breaker, Jimmy 
Wiggins, very attentive to his great patron.** 

Political rivalry at this time ran exceedingly strong and found its 
echo, as is so often the case, in many a street disturbance and riot. The 
following episode will I hope be considered sufiRciently interesting to gain an 
excuse for such a lengthy digression. 

On the 3rd day of February, Lord and Colonel Lowther announced their 
intention of visiting the electors on Wednesday the xith, to canvass for their 
sui^ort at the coming election. The Lowther committee, being anxious to 
receive them with every mark of respect, immediately issued notices to the 
freeholders in the country, requesting their attendance to usher the members 
into the town. 

Arrangements were made for a procession ; a yellow flag (as an emblem 
of the house of Lowther), was prepared, musicians engaged, and the members 
were to be recei\ ed with ringing of bells, and evcr\ demonstration of attach- 
ment and joy. Dinners were ordered for eighty freeholders, by the committee, 
at the "Commercial Inn " and ** King's Arms," and likewise for the Yeomanry 
at other inns in the town. 

On the evening of the loth, however, bread, cheese and ale had been 
distributed by some of the Yellows to the public indiscriminately, so that in 
consequence, by nine o'clock, the streets in the middle of the town became 
thronged with people in a state of semi-intoxicatton, calling out, " Brougham 
for ever,** Lowther's ale, but Brougham for ever '* ; and this scene continued 
until midnight. A number of Irish navvies, who were employed in cutting the 
canal at the time, took full advantage of this free ale and moreover obtained a 
cask on the following morning for themselves. 

On the other hand, Brougham's committee issued the following, " The 
Kendal Committee for Mr. Brougham's election, request that the Friends of 
that Gentlemen will behave with the utmost propriety upon the arrival of 
Lord Lowther and Colonel Lowther to-morrow, that not a shadow of blame 
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may be cast upon so good a cause, as the glorious emancipation of Westmor- 
land from its long thraldom to their opponents." 

P>ut a poster sucli as this could have no power to rtsUaill the iniluence of 
free aiu and the presence of so juany navvies intent up>on a spree. On the 
morning of the iith, a little before noon, the mounted supporters of Lord 
Lowther issued from the " Commercial Inn " to go and meet the advancing 
procession from Dallam Tower. The scene which immediately followed was 
frightful ; the mob threw dirt, stones, and other misiles at the horsemen 
as they made their appearance in the street, and set op a load yell, which 
was echoed throughout the whole town. Many of the horses took fright, 
became ungovernable, galloped off and ran the gauntlet until th^ reached 
Nether Bridge ; and so successful had the aim the mob been, that scarcely 
one horseman could recognize his neighbour, so bespattered were their &ces 
and so bruised were th^ by the efiect of the stones. 

llo\vt \rr, nothing (iauntcd, th.-y bravely jiroceeded on the road towards 
M ihithorj>t:, without further inti rrii[)tion tor about three miles, where they met 
the MtiubiTS, and I fear told a sad tak-. Tlje combined procession now con- 
sisted of 131 horsemen, 11 carriages, an.l a great number of ycomanrj' on foot. 

At Neth(>r Bridge, about 500 of the mob had barricaded the entrance into 
the town with Gritstone slabs, taken from off the top of a parapet wall. Here, 
the scene became truly terrific ; for as the horsemen, arranged Bve abreast, 
approached within 80 yards they were greeted with every sign of antagonism. 
To this succeeded a momentary silence, but on advancing nearer they were 
again mercilessly assailed. The horses made a stand for a few seconds, some 
turned and ran off, whilst others in the front rank ralhed and dashed forward. 
Scores of the rioters were knocked tlown, and through this j^ap the ca\ alcade 
in front of the carriages followcf I at lull s|>ecd. The mob, having rec(.)vered 
from the panic tnade by the onshiught, now rushed forward from the biid^'f in 
an immense crowd, attacked the carriages of Colonel Wilson and Mr. iiullun, 
beat b.u k the horses witli the utnu>st fury, and at the same lime almost over- 
whelmed them with stones. Two carriages became entangled with each other 
across the road, and the mob mixing pell-mell amongst all those in the rear, so 
completely blocked up the entrance of the town that the remainder of the 
carriages, together with about 70 horsemen, were obliged finally to turn and 
make their way back out of harm's way. 
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During this scene the cavalcade, galloping at full speed through Kirkland, 
were assailed on every side ; but, after passing over Blindbeck tb^ were for 
a time allowed to proceed up Highgate without further annoyance. How- 
ever» on Cross Bank, they were met by a counter-Blue demonstration marching 
with a band of music, a blue flag, and a white flag belonging to the journeymen 
printers of the Ktudal ChroiticU Office, which bore in laige characters '* No 
Corn Bill/' " No Suspension of the Habeas Corpus Actj*' *' No Restriction on 
Trade/' ** Brougham for Ever," and ** Liberty of the Press." 

The Blues seem to have divided their ranks so :is to make a central passage 
for Lord Lowther, and with a jovial inspiration they stretched across the way 
their two banners, so as to make a triumphal arch tor their opponents to pass 
beneath. 

But how could a Lowther bend his head to a " No Corn Bill *' flag ! The 
very idea was preposterous. At the critical moment, however, the situation 
was saved by the standard-bearer of the yellow flag. With a sturdy grasp he 
seized the opposing flags, and that so firmly that the former was stripped from 
its pole, whilst the pole of the latter was broken. With a shout he galloped 
up the street with the three flags in his hand, to the great dismay and chagrin 
of the opposite party, who now, along with the rest of the people, began to 
retaliate. The horses again became unmanageable, and charged forward at 
full speed ; some followed down Stricklandgate, Lord Lowther and others ran 
up the gateway into the " King's Arms," whilst the more fortunate, with the 
Hon. Colonel Lowther, were enabled to enter the " Commercial Inn." 

As Lord Lowth'er's battered carriage, in which the populace expected the 
hon. member to be seated, arrived at the "Commercial Inn,'* the riots 
recommenced. The navvies seized on the carriage wheels, forced open its 
doors, and rudely assaulted both the carriage and all who endeavoured to 
protect it. Meanwhile the standard-bearer writh his trophies, had been followed 
to the " King's Arms." Here the mob assembled, and threatened to pull the 
old inn down ; but the flags were restored, and all trouble for the present 
seemed somewhat appeased. 

But not for long ; the navvies entered the kitchen of the " Commercial 
Inn and seized on a round and a fore-crop of beef, which they swallowed in 
a few minutes. The innkeeper, apprehensive that they would eat atl that was 
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prepared for the dinner nf the freeholders, promised the party a pint of ale 
each if they would '^o the " White Hart." How kind ! Accoidingly they went, 
and their comrades, seeing that something was going forward likdy to be 
advaotageatis to tbemsdves, followed them. There they consumed two 
Cheshire cheeses, and after drinking their allowance of ale, threatened 
destruction to the landlady if she refused to serve out more. They became 
intoxicated, quarrelled amongst themselves, whilst others attracted by the 
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uproar, broke in through the windows and door. The canal men pulled in 
pieces two pairs of tongs and nineteen chairs, they seized on every article 
within reach, and a terrible conflict ensued, which terminated in driving the 
Iri^mra out of the house, after the fust floor of the inn had been almost 
complete gutted. 
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After a little time. Lord Lowther returned' to the " Commercial Inn,** 
idiere the party washed themselves doMm, dined together, and made a number 
of short ^eeches. But here, in like manner, the windows and doors were 
brokeo in, and the tumult continned ; until at last the night closed down upon 
thifrr-Kendara most disgraceful scene— amid the shoots and husns of the 
exultant mob. 

I illustrate here just two of the many official notices of reward i^ued^ 
which I think with the foregoing, will be sufficient to record its history. 

There most have been, two and a half centuries ago, an inn in Kendal 
with this same sign, for we find in the Parish Chorch Register the following 
notice of burial : *' April i6, 1622, Henry Bremer, of the sign of the ' Fox 
and Goose,* in, Kendal." And again, George Baker, the author of " Newes 
from the North," directs that his letters from November 21st, 1642, be 
sent to him, care of Mr. Phillipson, at the sign of the Fox and Goose," 
Kendal. But where this old inn was I cannot find out. 

But now the inn has gone, and here, at least, the teetotallers have won 
the day- The gaiety of the bar and the long shooting gallery have given place 
to the sealing wax and red tape of the Clerk to the Magistrates. It seems to 
have been closed as a public house about May, 1S6S, when it was converted 
into offices for Messrs. Moser, Arnold & Moser, Solicitors. Mr. Greenwood 
says that whilst certain workmen were making excavations in the yard they 
came upon scnne tan pits for which Kendal was, at one time^ so noted. 

The large projecting window to the saddler's shop beneath was thought, 
in 1780, "a very grand contrivance for the display of Alderman Thomas 
Dobson's straw and Tuscan bonnets," but it has since been greatly modemixed. 

_ The Old Sliuinbles were built in 1770 by Aldeiiiian 

OM flluunUM. 

William Petty. It cont.iined forty shops with every 
necessary convenience, it being, according to the newspapers, " more 
complete and el^nt than most places of the kind." At the head of 
this lane was the "Butcher's Arms," which had for its sign a picture of 
sheep and oxen 1> ing in repose, with the appropriate motto " Oves et Boves." 
The «gn of the Royal Oak " was transferred to this house, when the 
old inn of tbat name styled itself " The Commercial." Mrs. Turner, of 
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Windermere, has a large water colour drawing of this inn, painted by tiie 
late Richard Stirxaker in 1825; the peculiar old pump, with its enormous 
trough and gigantic handle, forming an odd looking object in the centre. 
The trough was intended for cattle, but the mischievous urchins of the 
neighbourhood used it more often as a miniature ocean in which to sail thmr 
paper boats and wet their pinafores. The figures introduced, in their quaint 
old costumes, give the whole a grotesque appearance admirably in keying 
with the place. Up this lane also J. Hutchinson opened a day and evening 
school on May 13th, 18x5. 



Thm CtoldM FlMoe. 




Of Inns we seem to have had no end, and for 
quality of good ale we have earned renown. 

The " Golden Fleece," 
as this inn was named, so 
as to invite to its shelter, 
one would suppose, the 
woolcombers of Kendal, is 
about the most perfect 
example left of what the 
old Butcher's Row was 
like. The projecting upper 
story of lath and plaster 
is supported on wooden 
posts, which were renewed 
some fifty years ago with 
others of a more finished 
type. At this time most 
of the crooks on which the 
butchers hunp their meat 
disappeared, although a 
few still remain, and iron 
railings were fixed in front 
of the bar windows. 



The first mention that we can find of this most cosy inn of the old stamp, 
romantic in every comer, and possessed at one time by a host having a 
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cellar of sound liquor, a ready wit, and a pretty daughter, is in 1723 ; when, 
by will, Christopher Woodbum, a cordwainer, charged it and other premises 
with the annual payment of 40s. a*piece towards putting out four boys to be 
apprentices, and 408. a-piece for finding them shirts and cravats at the 
commencement of their service. Then again, in Z761, Sir James Lowther 
and Mr. Upton, ''presenting their compliments to the electors, propose 
themsdves to have the pleasure of waiting upon them, etc., at the 'Golden 
Fleece.*" Again, in consequence of the bankruptcy of John Petty, the 
inn was sold on September 4th, 1816, by public auction, the annual rental 
being placed at ^^96. 

An old painted sign against the north corner has disappeared wiihin 
the last sixty years, representing a warrior driving a chariot, and which 
bore the name of Jonathan Barker, coach builder, who in September i8ai, 
removed finMn. Colin Croft to a large workshop up the Okl Shambles yard. 

Adjoining is the " Fleece Inn ** yard, or, as it was known in Speed's time, 
" Cock Lane.'* The illustration gives a good idea of its picturesque exit. 

Alderman WiUiam Cock, mercer, when mayor in 1692, lived on the 
soutliern side of the entry, where a seedsman's shop now is. And here 
too, Christopher Woodburn also lived in 1723- Subsequently this quaint old 
shop temporarily formed part of the " Golden Fleece " and was used for 
accommodating the humbler guests that arrived by coach, whilst " your 
hunour " went to the higher-board in the inn itself. Then followed the 
Rigg family, who were established here from 1779 to nearly 1870, as batters 
and hosiers. The best of everything was sold over their counter, and 
mcMreover handed, it is said, with that old world courtesy which, costing 
so little, is yet so pleasant to receive. Old Robert Rigg was justly proud, and 
we are told how he used to perambulate up and down in firont of the shop and 
draw the attention of passers-by with the acclamation " Here's a property, 
what a fine property 1 " alluding probably as much to the sine and gold- 
edged cocked hat which did duty as his sign, as to the building itsdf. And 
this is the legend of the sign. Being anxious to have a most comely and 
suitable inscription, the following was, after anxious thought, finally decided 
upon : " Rigg, hatter, makes and sells hats for ready money." Yet, still 
bdng anxious, the good man decided to seek the advice of his friends, 
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and the first to whom 
he showed it thought 
the word hatter 
superfluous, because 
followed by the 
words "makes hats," 
which shewed that 
he was a hatter. It 
was struck out. The 
next observed that 
the word makes might 
as well be omitted, 
because his cus- 
tomers would not 
care who made the 
hats ; if good and 
fitted well they would 
buy them by whom- 
soever made. It was 
struck out also. A 
third friend to whom 
the inscription was 
shewn said that he 
thought the words 
/or ready money were 
useless, as it was not 
the custom of the 
place to sell on credit. 
These too were 
parted with, and the 
original fine inscrip- 
tion then stood, 
" RiGG sells hats." 
" Sells hats." said 
the next friend, "why 
who expects you to 
give them away?" 
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to the 

by his 



so sells was struck out and "hats" was all that remained attached 
name. And, brief as the inscription thus was, it was finally reduced 
most trusted friend ^^ 
to that all important 
name of RIGG, with 
the addition of that 
odd looking 2inc 
erection with its gold 
edged rim. In later 
years I fear that an- 
other friend thought 
fit to interfere and 
make a further re- 
duction, for upon 
one fine autumnal 
morning this poor 
hat was found float- 
ing away down the 
river and was only 
rescued by chance 
when passing down 
beyond the Watch 
Field. 



On the property Rioa'% Shop a.no Klbkck Inn. 

being sold this quaint old corner underwent the usual modernizing revolution, 
the pent roof resting on its wooden pillars was taken away, the shop front 
extended forward and the last of an old landmark was erased. 





No. 22. 



The sign of " The Roebuck " once swung across the street from 
the premises adjoining, until Alderman Berry purchased the inn 
and re-built on its vaulted cellars the present building. Here he resided and 
carried on an extensive ironmonger's business, until his happy windfall 
of some £20,000, enabled him to retire to Ash Meadow, Beetham. On the 
2ist of October, 1817, when the premises were occupied by a linen draper of 
the name of Dent, a serious fire broke out which did considerable damage to 
the property. And again another fire occurred in 1828. 
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The most picturesque buildinpg still left to us of the olden time are the 
shops now owned by Alderman Titus Wilson. Like the " Fleece Inn " they 
had their pent roofs, projecting some five or six feet further on to the 
footway, supported by rude wooden posts and which were removed in 
1828. Here were the business premises of Thomas Hudson, who nailed to 




PiCTUKESQUE BIT OF KeNUAL. 



a beam for " good luck," the first penny he earned, which, by the way, 
proved such a good omen that he was enabled before his death, in 181 1, to 
purchase the whole of the property. His son John, together with Cornelius 
Nicholson, who were fellow apprentices in the office of the Kendal Chronicle, 
went into partnership on November 12th, 1825, and succeeded to the printing 
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and stationery business of Benjamin Dowson, which had been carried on in 
one of the four small shops already described on page 33. 

Success still following that nailed penny, the partners removed across the 
way to Hudson's premises, and here in 1832 Cornelius Nicholson undertook the 
compilation of the Annals of Kendal, a work which was received with so much 
marked and deserved favour by the inhabitants. The following year the 
Bameside paper mills were commenced by them for the purpose of making 
paper by machinery ; they likewise took over the old hand-made paper works 
at Cowan Head» and worked away till Nicholson left Kendal about 1845, 
when the mills were sold to Mr. James Cropper. Twelve years later John 
Hudson retired to a well earned rest, and the business, after a few more 
years* passed into the poqt;p<;«;tnn of Alderman Titus Wilson, who has 
so praiseworthily maintained its good name. From the illustration it will be 
seen that the author is fortimate enoufih to have his offices situated above the 
lack>penny in this romantic old bit of Kirkby Kendal. 

vn ta 11 "^-^^ shop is built upon the site of tlie old Kilner Hall, 

probably named after the family of Robert Kilnur, attoriiey- 
at-Iavv, thrice Mayor of Kiudal, about 1644. Kubcit Kihier lived for some 
time at a farmhouse known as Hi rry Holme, Helsiiigton — an antique Iwukiiig 
plat e with round Westmorland chimneys and seats on either side of its porch. 
Over tile door to one of the bedrooms there still remains carved in the 
wain-erit tile initials and date^ — -R. K. 1^. i(^'44 — which doubtless stands for 
Robtift and his wife Ellen. His son, John, is described in several entries in 
the Church Registers, as of Highgate. It was here that Mrs. James Inirie 
for many years carried on a drapery and tea dealing business. It may be 
mentioned that this shop, together with the " Hlack Horse and Rainbow" 
were left to the Roman Catholic Church by Robert Stephenson in 1716, the 
rents to be devoted to the relief of the poor in Kendal. This charity, 
which now amounts to about £100 per annum, is distributed by the priest 
in charge. Robert Stephenson was buried at the Parish Church on April 
23rd, 1723, and is described as of Dodding Green. 

. „ , „ , . , Celebrated in 1785 for its good cheer. 

Black Horse and Rainbow Inn. , . . .. . . 

and, bemg without a sign, this inn went 

by the name of *' William and Elinor Lawn's,*' to whose honour it is recorded 
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that in 1798 Elinor, with other of the townsfolk, gave a guinea subscription 
for the defence of her country, which was then threatened with invasion. 
Earlier than this the inn was owned in 1638 by Oliver Plat, of Summer 
How, and an oak table and panel, bearing the inscription " O.P., E.P., 1638 " 
were discovered when the house was re-bnilt two hundred years later in 1836. 
In 1813 we find the inn was owned by one John Birkett, and during the 
occupancy of James Marker, who followed, the inn had a pictorial signboard 
representing a rainbow spanning over a fine black horse in a oronching 
position. David Lipsett followed Barker about 1857, and Ahterman John 
Robinson about 1875. 



^ On the site of the tall narrow building adjoining, there used 
anciently to be a butcher's shop, a continuation indeed of the 
Butcher's Rows; but after the erection of the Old Shambles, the house 
became, together with a. warehouse at the back, Benjamin Ion's horn comb 
ntanu&ctory. He it was who added the third storey and reftonted the old 
house with dressed limestone. The warehouse had previously been used by 
Alderman Jackson Harrison, wine merchant and wholesale grocer. 

No. dft. 1*^^^ J^ttofp on the sonth side at the narrow entry was, in 1795, 
a pawnbroker's establishment, kept at first by Thomas RolMnson, 
who advertised in October of that year to sdl by auction at the Market Crats 
all his unredeemed pledges. He was succeeded by a Mr. Long and then by 
a Mr. Gaskill. 



^ On the site of Mrs. Court's shop — ^whose window still displays those 
luscious tarts wherein the jam coyly hides itself, as such a precious 
substance should, behind a lattice work of pastry and whose sign has borne 
the inscription of COURT, confectioner, for a period of some sixty years — 
stood the " Three Tuns,** with its sign derived from the Vintners' or the 
Brewers' Anns. A former landlord of this house, Robert Hind, met bis 
death throos^ the bursting of a cannon on July 4th, 1820. This was the 
anniversary of the dection of z8z8, to celebrate which the supporters of Lord 
Brougham assembled in a field near the Serpentine Walks, and fired a canncMi 
as a ruyal salute with such a fiital result to one of their number, that he 
survived the accident only two days. 
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Th% Dolphiil* '^^^^ house is probably an old inn, which happily has 
now become an excellent coffee house. My first note is to 
the effect that it was managed ab ut the year 1790 by a Mrs. Rae. After 
her day it was kept by Wm. Hallhead in 1812, and afterwards by Mrs. 
Bateman in 1856. 

In connection with this and other ndghbouring ** publics,'* we have 
handed down to ns an illustration of the wrays and means adc^ited for 
procnring votes in the municipal elections* at a time when the town's drainage 
was under vehement discusaion. Af^er a hunter-up and a voter have each 
taken a horn foil at the " Bkck Bull " the voter says : 

V. " Vour party's arguments are strong I feci, 
In one aente muat serve the pablic't weal ; 
I think rtl ehoitljr to conviction come. 
SnppoK you ttaod « gl«M of nm." 

{Scnu shifts to tSuinimoroffht - Doiphin," after which tk^ ^nuU up tkf stmt, and, having 
triti sundry taps, the voter, who has b^uu to tahe the anfiles, makes another dead point for 
Highgate. 

H. U. **Weli, well, one more, but bere'e too many mmrkers 
Of our proceeding*. Let's go into Har Iter's." 
[Thfy vanish under the arch 0/ the " Rainbonr and a period of twenty minutes ttapses). 

H. U. {asidt) *' I'm half ashamed, I am, upon my soul, 
Of these proceedings, but we're near the goal. 
My pkK is ripe, if he's not got too mellow ; 
(aloud) There's the Town Had, now go and vote old MIow.** 
{Enter another hn»ter-mp of the party). 

H. U. 2. ** Why, Mr. B., who's this you've got in tow ? 

This man has polled for Hoggarth hours ago I " 

H. U. 1. "The d~l he hr.-^ ! Vnu rnscal. ah, he's off! 
And left mc hcrt. the butt oi gibe and scoR. 
The vagabond, whose cheek all bound surpasses. 
Coot me two hours, and twice as naiqr glasaes. 
To think I should have treated the wrong man 1 
Why Job. himself «oald almost curse and ban. 
And now some wag, hearing my tnboor's vain, 
Will say at once his " drains were wrong again J 
{fineiait severally. Scent cAmm), 
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» XL J «r I- 1- to the year 1862, the All Hallows Lane 

Baths and Washhouaea. 

was exceedingly narrow and cramped, notwith- 
standing that it was the main thoroughfare westward to Ulverston — a 
thoroughfare of almost greater importance in the days of pack-horses, waggons, 
and coaches than it can be considered to-day. However, in September of that 
year, the long-talked-of improvements were commenced. The tall buildings on 
the south side, which had known better days in the time of the Shearmen 
Dyers, but had since been converted into poor tenements, were demolished, 
and the street almost doubled in width. I have particularly refrained from 
seeking out the reasons why this improvement was not carried forward to the 
entrance into Higbgate. It would not be either peasant to know, or much 
less to record, the sentiments which dictated them ; but there the awkward 
comer stands — a striking comment to all who can read. 

The b;iths and washhoiises were built by a public-spirited body of j^eatlemen 
for £"2,500, and were opened on October, the 14th, 1864; the " luck-jiennv " 
(half-a-crown) being presented by Williuu) Wakefield to the woman who first 
turned a tap for actual work. 

^ . , Mr. R. H. Greenwood informs me that in an old deed the 

Cnpple^ate. 

houses immediatdy westward, and as far up as the exit from 
Colin Croft, are described as being situated in " Cripplegate." Here we have 
the only known mention of Kendal's fourth or western gate, with a distinctive 
name suggesting broken limbs — ^whether by reason of its steep descent, or by 
the mad rush of bulls from off the Beast Bank, I dare not say. Rife specula- 
tion, but worthy of a close research. 

_ _ _ On the opnositi' side of the way is the "Golden Ball." 

Golden Ball Inn. , . , , ^ . . » ^ 

whuh had for its sign in 1820 the silk itiltcli's trade 
emblem of a gilded ball. A little further up the hill, and hidden away in 
that queer spot known as William Gillbanks the twine spinner's yard (No. 
23), was the " Sun lun," a public-house that I can find little history about, 
excepting that it existed in 1864, and hung out for its sign a board with a sun 
dial paintt d upon it. Higher up still, was the " Forester's Arms," situated 
in that old-looking beer shop, with small, quaint, flanking chimney windows 
in its eastern gable. An inn of some considerabh sporting notoriety, 
especially in the days of one Shepherd Wales, the champion encourager of 
sport. 
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„ . _ „ At the bend of the Lane stands one of Kendal's oldest 
BlMik Svm Inn. 

inns, known as the " Black Swan," and kept in 1775 1)\ 
one George Wilson. Its sign was said to have had considerable artistic 
merit, and refers us back to the time when the Australians startled the 
world with its discoveries of new and strange animals and plants, a time 
when it was said that — 

*' Swani wm not w]ut«, but Uuk a* toott 
And stone* were outaidethe cherries pot." 

On the 24th of April, 1797, a new Female Benefit Society was started at this 
house with a membership of 57 mcnjbers. Surely, to our modern notions, this 
was a queer mcetinpf «^round for the young ladies, but it would seem from the 
following list of Female Societies that it was a common practise for them to 
meet at such houses of entertainment : — 

Bbnbfit Societibs. Establiskbd. Whesb Hbld. No. op MsNVBits iif 

1797. 179B. 1806. 

Female Society 1791 ^ Seveo Stars 80 loo 99 

Female Union Society ^ 1791 ~. Kind's Heed .~ 71 7s 66 

Young Women'H Club — 1796 Pump Inn ««. 30 27 — 

New Female Society 1797 Hlack Swan 57 85 — 

Female Unanimous Society •« 1797 ^ New Ship ^ — 34 — 

The last-named must, indeed, have been an ideal Society, but we find that 
their unanimity could not have lasted long, for in 1806 only two Sodeties 
remained, and they were not among the numbered. 

The males also had their own Benefit Societies, and, in like manner with 
the ladies, fonnd it most convenient to meet at the various' houses of refresh* 
ment. At any rate, so &r as the object of this book is concerned, we must 
thank them for the lengthy list of inns, thus handed down to us, as then 
existing : — 

Bbnsfit Societies. E»tabi.ishbd. Whekb Held. No. op Memrers in 

1797. 1798 tHo6. 

Friendly Society — 1755 — White Hart 157 15+ 95 

Free Society 1771 Golden Lion «... 157 158 t6o 

Builden' Society 1773 Rose and Crown 50 51 56 

Friendly Society ^ 1779 New Inn ^ 148 150 140 
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BsMBPiT Societies. 



BsTABLiaHBo. Wrbbb Hkld. No. of Mbmbbbs in 









1797. 


1798. 1B06. 


Amicable Society 


- 1783 


Fox and Gooee 


... 124 


»34 


139 


Friendly Society 


-~ 1785 


— Football 


^ 40 


46 


5a 


Providential Society 


— 1788 


Crown 


100 


150 


150 


Most Honourable Society 


_ 1788 


— Golden Fleece 


J06 


106 


110 


New Friendly Society 


MM 


^ Globe 


— 71 


69 


5» 


Vmoo Society 


1794 


^ White Lion 


mm, lOa 


105 


ItO 


Unaoimous Society 


1794 


Dolphin 


— 90 


78 


S3 


New Union Society 


— 1795 


.H. Bliaor Lawn** 


mm 90 


95 




Good Intent Society 


1796 


^ Dog and Duclc 


«» 43 


57 


lOI 


Loyal Rrotherly Society 


- »797 


.... Royal Oak 


^ 32 


50 


57 


Antieot Sociey 


— 1797 


Lowther Arm» 




55 


38 



I have before nie "An Order of Procession" for the year 1797, as 
follows :— 

** The Benefit Societiee in Kend«l will aMemble in StricUandgate on Monday, the 5th of June, 
i797» Bt B quarter past 10 o'clock in the Mominf; and proceed according to tlte followiog 
Order, feor in a Breast to Church, thdr Colours flying, a Band of Music playing snd the 

Bells ringing, when a Discourse suitable to the Occn'<ion. will be deliverer) by the Rev. 

Peter Stricklnnd, Curate of \\'in;1crmere ; nfter the Serv ice they wU] return in the ^ame 
manner to Stricklandgate, and after remaining there a short time, they will file otT and march 
to their respective Inns to dine ; after which it is hoped that all who partake of this Social 
Festival will spend the Day in convivial Harmony and Brotherly Love." 

Then follow the names in order of the four Female Societies. 

Band of Inatrumental Music. 
GsirtlBmso of the Carporatioa. 
Clergymen in their Gowns. 

Then follow the names in order ol' the fonrteen Male Societies. 

Hie Number of Females S158, and Males 1310.— Total 1548. 



National School Boys' school, standing on an eminence in Chapel 

Close half-way ap the hill, is a somewhat striking 
building, erected by subscription in z8i8 "as a district school on Bell's 
principle." Over the porch is a large blue-stone tablet bearing the following 
inscriptions 
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NATIONAL SCHOOI l-OR BOYS. 
Built by public subscription and muniticeutly endowed 
By Matthew Pyper, of MThitdimvan, BaquiM. 
A.D. 1818. 
** Hear oouiiiel, and receive inetnictioa, 
That thou maycst be wIm in the latter end/* 

Pypcr bf(iiu'athed a sum of £2.000, and, agreeably to his own request, he was 
buried biMii-ath the schoolroom floor in ibzi. The school for Girls was added 
in the year ii>2j, and Uic school for Infants in ii'74. 

__ ^ In earlier days this house was call " Hill House/' and 

MonanMnt HoaM. . , It. * « u ^ • & 

It was here that the Fresbytenao congregation, after 

seceding from the Market Place Chapel, built for themselves a place of 
meeting. The ground adjoining they appropriated for the burial of their 
departed relatives who desired not to have the service of the Church of 
England read over their graves. To this congregation the Rev. James 
Mc Quhae was ordained in 1764. 

For the history of the Presbyterian movement I must refer the reader to 
the account given later on under the heading of the Woolpack Yard Chapel. 
Suffice it to say, that in consequence of dissension and a split, the remnant 
finding their inability to pay the stipend of a regular pastor, and suffering from 
defection and death with no increase in their numbers, were forced to sell the 
property in ibo6 and wall off the sacred enclosure of the dead. The following 
inscription is cut in freestone over the door into the graveyard : — 



SCOTCH 
BURIAL GROUND 
1760—1855 



The property was sold to Benjamin Herd, who re-sold it to John 
Broadbent of Kirkland, to be converted into a spinning mill. 

At this crisis Abraham Williamson of Keswick visited the town and, 
hearing of the straits that the Presbyterians were in, and believing that if 
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relieved from their debt the good cause could be resuscitated, he generously 
ga\ c £^100, with which, and £zo of a premium subsequently raised, the chapel 
and garden were re-purchased from Broadbent ; alas I only to be sold again in 
1812 to John Bell, for the sum of £100, 

When Edward Burton, auctioneer, purchased the house, he made many 
considerable alterations, adding the verandah in front, the two false wings, 
one on either side, and by building a coach house and summer house at each 
end of the pallisading. Moreover, at this time, he changed the name from 
" Hill House" to « Monument Place." 

At a meeting of the Kendal Burial Board held on the 4th of November, 
1863, the following memorial regarding the Scotch Burial Ground on the 
Beast Banks was presented : — 

"To the Burial Board of Kendal, Kirkland, &c., the memorial of the iindersiRned showcth — 
That the Scotch Burial Ground, situated on the Beast Banks, at tiic held of Allhallows' 
Lane, was opened in 1763 and continued tu be used till 1835, when it was closed by order of 
the Secretary of State. That it never had any trustees for itself alone, being only meered or 
walled off and excluded from the title made in 1804, when the adjoining chapel and ground 
westward, now the proi»eny of Mr. Burton, were sold to Mr. John Broadbent of KirUaod. 
TbaC there are several tombstones and the remains of at least one hpn h ed bodies within its 
walls, and as the memorialists have been the only persons who, lor the last twenty years, 
have cared for the pii tcctinn of these sacred ashe^ by preventing, .is far po^ssible, 
encroachments, rcpuirmg the walls and erecting a new doorway, Ihcy now bcj; to hand over 
the care of the ground to the Borial Board, as the body appointed by the law to protect auch 
places from being nsed for improper purposes. There are no funds available for repairs, nor 
any person nr society to look after the ground, so that the Burial Board is the only body 
to whose care it can be committed. iSigned) John Ingliii, minister of U. P. Church; Joseph 
Smith, Stricklandgate, Yard No. 80." 

The matter was ihcu handed to a committee, who at the next meeting, 
n ported thnt, "having advised with the soh* it«(i, tluy f<iuiul that the care and 
|)tnLi:,.tiuii iA the Scotch Burial Ground, now closed In" order of thr Secretary 
of State, necessarily by Act of ParHament, devolvt d upon the I5iirial Board.'* 
About six niuntli> alter the Board h;id taken possession of this sacrtd inclosiire 
it was desecrauJ In some (me rem'>\ inL,' and burying tlie monunienls, but 
they have since all been restored at the expense of the town, without enquiry 
being made who did the mischief. 
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This tavern, built by John Bell, maltster, of 
BovUiitf OMen Tavern. ^.^^ " Rifleinan»s Arms" 

(recently called the " New Inn **) are both comparatively modern hottses, so 
little need be said about them. Indeed 80 years ago not a stone of the north 
side of the Beast Banks was erected, and but a few isolated buildings on the 
southern side. 

■ 

B ttl Plaoe ^^l^r some land was sold at the top of Captain 
French Lane on the north side, and the title deeds of 1767 
and 1796 described it as ''all that close, &c., commonly called Catcastle, situated 
under a certain place called Battle Place,** &c., &c. Likewise an older deed 
dated 1667 describes a different property, as "adjoining and butting upon 
a piece or parcel of ground called ye Battell Place," &c. There is only one 
place to which both descriptions will apply, and therefore we can have no 
doubt but that the original site of Battle Place was where the Bowling Fdl 
now is. As to why it received this name, if it be not the Kendal Heath 
referred to in the note on page 12, 1 am afraid that none can tell. 

_ At the head of All Hallow's Lane is Castle How Hill, 

GMftle How Hill. . . 

or a> It :s sometimes written, " Castle Law Hill." Dr. 

Burn thinks from its name that it must have been intended for a fort. It is 
within sight n( the Roman station at Water Crook, and is very like the 
exploratory mounts met with near miluai \ s ; hut whether it is Roman or 
Norman cannot be determined. In an old i^uidi' to the Lakes, I find the hill 
described as "A mount of pravcl and rarih lliiown up. of an exact circular 
form, arising from the plane on the top of the rock, near thirty ft't-t. It is 
defended by a deep ditch. The crown is flat, of 16 paces in diameter, and has 
been defended by a breast-work of earth and a narrow ditch, and from east to 
west a ditch is struck through the centre." 

The obelisk is of hewn limestone, j6 feet high, or about half the height of 
the old church tower. It was erected by the inhabitants and executed by the 
benevolent WiUiam Holme from the design of his architectural partner, 
Francis Webster. It is grievous that we cannot find any record of the names 
of those who subscribed to the work or even of any opening ceiemony, for 
such an account would have been most interesting. The author of " A Fort- 
night's Ramble to the Lakes" U79^)) visited the monument a few years after 
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its tiicclion, and thought that from the shortness of the column there must 
have been a great lack of funds. Other critics indeed felt this so keenly that 
for a considerable time it went by the name of " Bill Holme's Bodkin." 
Upon cin oval tablet incised in the stone there is the following inscription : — 
" SACKED TO LiHERTY, this obelisk was erected in the year 17S8, in memory of 
THE REVOLUTION IN i6S8." The base has been sadly broken and oftimes 
filled in and mended with cement, so that the following remarkable words, 
which are said to have been engraved on a corner stone, are now entirely 
lost to us. "That no foreign prince or potentate has, or ought to have, any 
power, civil or ccclesi:istical, within these realms." 



and received holy orders in 1735 from Dr. John Potter, Bishop of Oxford, 
At John Wesley's request he went to America to preach, but after a year he 
returned to Ossett, Yorks, his native place, and preached cvcrywlu re in 
" fields, barns, and houses." In 1741 he married Lady Margaret Hastings, 
sister to the Earl of Huntingdon. By 1752 his parish extended over the four 
counties of Yorkshire, Lancashire, Lincolnshire, and Westmorland, and ui the 
year 1756 this meeting house in Kendal was opened. The first baptism 
recorded, in March of that year, \va«5 solemnized bv himself. In 1762 Thomas 
Kowlandson of Grayiigg was chosen Elder, ami he continued to officiate 
as preacher till 1769. After an inten^al of five years the oftice was again filled, 
in 1774, by Christopher Batty and William Wilson of Kendal. The former 
died in 1797 and the latter in 1804. Then John Huck was ordaiued and 
continued m office till his death in 1845. 

Why thest devoted worshippers met with such abuse and persecution it 
is indeed difiicult to say. All round the district they were not only assaulted, 
but their meeting honscs were, in some instances, wTecked and their bodies 
refused burial. Even the Rev. John Sampson, master of our Grammar 
School, in a modified sense, could not refrain from teasing the boys who uent 
to this chapel. Harshly interrogating:; a bny one dav as to why he did \\o[ 
come to class with his church catechism, the e.\cuse came, " Please sir 1 gang 
to t* Pear Tree ! " to which Sampson retorted " To t* Pear Tree ? Mair 
likely up somebody's apple tree." 



Iiigluuiitto Ohapel* 



Benjamin Ingham, the founder rjf this sect, was born 
in 1712 ; he entered Qiieetrs College, Oxford, i/jo. 



Uiyitl-iC:. 
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At first the society used to worship in the open air» until the original 
Pear Tree bam, belonging to William Wilson, was converted into a chapel for 
them in 1756. The present building was erected on the same site and opened 
on September the 7th, 1845, at a cost of ;^64i. Fortunately the old appclatton 
of ''The Pear Tree'* was still retained, although the aged tree itself, after 
which the early bam was named, was blown down during a severe storm 
in November, 1821. The Westmortand A dvertiser records the curious fact that 
when the men were cutting up the timber they found the wood quite sound, 
and embedded in the heart of the tree a large round stone. 

In consequence of the society allowing anybody to bring their dead to 
their burial ground, we learn that it became so full that an extension had 
to be made on the north side, by leave of the lord of the manor, and that to 
this day a sum of as. 6d. a year is paid as an acknowledgment for the same. 



1869, and the building was opened to receive patients in 1870. There is, just 
within the entrance, a marble tablet bearing the following beautiful inscription : 
" This hospital for the sick and poor was erected in loving remembrance of 
Fanny Alison Cropper, the wife of James Cropper of Ellergreen. It was built 
in the year of our Lord 1869 by her husband and her family, who desired to 
perpetuate her memory by thus carrying out her own wish." A bright and 
sunny children's ward was added a few years later, and on a brass plate within 
the room is this inscription : — ** This ward was built in 1873 by public sub* 
scription and dedicated to the treatment of infirm children.** 



held on the 29th and 30th days of August, 1792, on the "Old Course near 
Kendal." This was on the heights on the west side of Helsfell Nab. And oh 
the mixture ! It is advertised to be nm " during the Oratorio," the first 
music;il festival that was then bein^' held at the Parish Church. My next 
note is that the races were " revived " on September 12th, 13th, and 14th, 
1820, in a held at Ladyford, nt ar Piurneside Hall. This meet st ttns to liave 
been in cver\' way a very great bucce.ss, and one is not surpristrd to learn that 
immediate!} after a committee was formed to arrange for the races being held 
annually in the future. 



Mamorlal HospiiaL 



The foundation stone of this excellent institution 
was laid by Mr. James Cropper on January the i6th. 



OoniM. 



Of the beginnine; of the Kendal races I have but little to 
record. The nrst handbill before me is for some races to be 
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Away up on the border of Scoots' Scaur, on Fisher's- plain, the **New 
Race Course/' was formed in 1821; concerning which I extract two interesting 
cuttings 6rom the Westmorland Advertiser. 

April 28tb, 1821. — " We have the satisfiictioo to iofonn the friends to our 
annual races that foil consent has heen obtained from the proprietors of the 
feu land on Fisher's plain, for making the new race ground. From the time 
of the year on which th^ are fixed there is little doubt of a foil attendance ; 
and it is with much pleasure we state that many who were enemies to 
the races last year are now the most forward in promoting them.** 




Kendal Kacecouksk. 



August 4th, 1821. — ^"During the present week, every evening the new 
race ground has attracted numerous visitants, and indeed such is the extent 
and beauty of the prospect from that part of the ground where the stands and 
booths are erected that it is impossible to conceive a finer promenade. 
The theatre, we understand, opens on Monday, the receipts of which night 
are very handsomely assigned by Mr. Howard to the racing fond.** 

A peculiar ringing, almost musical, sound may be observed by the 
pedestrian who should chance to tread upon the loose stones or shingle, and it 
may be interesting to state that some of them have been tuned to play upon, 
and are now in the Museum. 

Of the races tlieiiiselves I have before me, as I write, most of the 
proj,'ranini(!s for the years 182 1 to 1S33, and curious reading they make. 
Li>u^h"s correct list for iSji j^ives the names of Lord Viscount Lowthcr 
and Thomas Upton as stewards. It uas calculated that not less than six 
thousand people were upon the ground each day. For i^i^ the names 
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CORRECT LIST. 



First Day, Tuesday, August 7th, 1821. 

A SWEEPSTAKES of TWENI Y GUINEAS each, h. ft. Three years old to carry 
6st. lolb. ; Four, 8st.; Five, 8«t. tolb.; Six and Aged, fot. islb.; Maraa and Gcldingt alhnred 
3lb.— One Three Mile Heat. 

Mr. RobinKMi'ibf by Marmion, 3 yrs. tMi!iiM«wr | T. Strickland, Esq., c. b. tbe Duke, by 
Mr. Win Hutcbiaion'a b f Julietta, 4 y>s. . dr. I Cones . . , • . . • .dr. 

Mr. Hntcliitisoo's b. t. Mi» Wilks, 3 yrs. . dr. \ Chiriea Neville, Eaq.. did not nanie . dr. 

S.aic D-.y, A MAIDEN I'L A I E OF FIFTY POUNDS. Three years old to carry 
6»t. lolh. i hour, tint. ; I'ivc, tiai. tilb. ; Six and Aged, tist I2ib. ; Mares and Geldings allowed 
jHk Two Mile Hcate. 

Mr. BobinMa'eb f by Matmion, 3 yrs. . 1 3 1 | Mr. Field^t sr. c. by Marmiaa, 3 yrs. . j a a 
Mr. McMianie's br. h. the Palmer, by Mr. Birzard'i b m. Creeping Kate, Kgc4 dr. 

Mamion, 5 years old .211] 

Swaad Day, Wednesday, August 8th, I82L 

A GOLD CUP, by Subscription of TEN GUINEAS each, p. p. Five Sabscribera or no 

Race. Three ye ars old to carry 6st. f)\b.; Four, 8st.; Five, Sst. £)b.; Si* aod Aged, 8tt. lalb.; 

Marc» and Geldings allowed 31b. Out l lircc Mile Heat. 

.Mr. W. Hutchinson's b. f. Julietta, 4 yrs. 
Mr. T, Hutchinson's b. {. Miss Wilks, 3 yrs. 
Mr. Lonsdale's gr. c. by Marmion, 3 yrs. 

Same Day, SWEEPSTAKES of SEVEN GUINEAS each, p. p., with TWENTY 
GUINEAS added. Thiee years old to carry 6st. lolb. ; Pour, Sst. ; Five, Sst 81b. ; Six aod 
A^ed, Sst. i.;lb. Mares and Geldings allowed jIb. Two Mile Heats. 
Mr. T. Hutchinson's b. f. Miss Wilks, 3 yrs. I .Mr. Robinson's b. f. hy Marmioo, 3 yra. 



Marquis of Queensberry's b. m. Miss Syntax, aged 
Mr. Read's blk. r, RIack Kock, 5 yrs. 



Mr. Bliaard's b. m. Creeping' Kate. a^cd. I Mr. .Simpson's b. f. In ( onredor, 3 yt«. 

Same Day, TOWN'S PLATE, value FIFTY POUNDS. Three years old to carry 
6st. lolb.; Four, Sst.; Five, Sst. 8tb. ; Six and Aged, Sst lilb. ; Mares and Geldings allowed 
3lb. Tuo Mik- Heats. 

Mr. Mc. Minnie's hr. h. The Palrrer, by Marmun, Mr. Blizard's b. m. Creeping K.itc, aped 

5 yrs. Maroiiis of Queensberry's b. w. Miss Syntax, Sgtd 

Mr. Robinson's b. t. by Marmion, 3 yrs. Mr. 1'. Hutchinson'a b. f. Miss Wilks, ^ yrs. 

Mr. I icld's gT. c. by Marmion, 3 yrs. Mr. W. Hfltehinsoa'a b. f. Julietta, 4 yra. 
Mr. Simpson's b. f. by Corrector, 3 yrs. 

Third Day, Thursday, August 9th, 1821, 

The HUNTER'S STAKES, TEN GUINEAS cadi, p. p. Gentlemen Kidcrn, iz^i. 
each. For Horses that never won FIFTY FOUNDS in any Stake or Match before the Day 
of naming. A certificate to be produced if required, before starting, of each Horse having 

been regularly hunted the preceding Season. One Two Mile Heat. 

Mr. T. Parkinson's b. g. Fearnonght 

T. Strickland, Vs(\. did nut name. 



Mr. W. Hurchirrsfn's b. g. by younjf Benin 

.Mr. Krad's'blU. s- Kla.L K.>ck, >t^- 
to ht- roile bv J. \\ ard. l-sq. 



C. Ncvilk', I'.atj. did not name. 



Same Day, A HANDICAP SWEEPSTAKES, SEVEN GUINEAS each, for all beaten 
Horses, Two Guineas forfeit, with TWENTY GUINEAS added. To be named immediately 
alter the Races on Wednesday. 

All disputes to be sectled by the Stewards, iir whom they shall appoint. — All tln^js found on the course 
Hill l ( <!« sfroycd. 

OKUl.NAHIES at the King's Arms on Tui sday and I hursJuy, Liiid at the Commercial inn, on VVednes- 
day, each day imniediattly alter the K.icts KAL f HALl , at the Kind's Arms, on Wednesday Evening, to 
cuminence at balf-[>ast eight o'clock. — 1 ickets to be had at the Bar of the Inn. 

Lord Viscount Lowthm«, M.P.I 
Thomas Upton, Esq. (Sfaw«f»to. 



Printed by R. Longb, Ftokle-slcfCt, KenST 



J. GouLO£N, CUrk oj the Comrse. 



RiPuciD ooFv or Racs PaooaAMiiB. 



Digitized by Google 



90 



KIRKBIE KENDALL, 



of Colonel Smyth and Captain Wilson, R.N., for 1825 those of Major Hasdl 
and Major Atkinson ; for 1826 Lord F. Bentinck and Bolton King ; for 1828 
Thomas Williamson and William Sleddall ; and for X829 those of R. F. 
Bcadshaw and £. R. G. Braddyl are mentioned as stewards. The winners of 
the Gold Cup have been ; — 

l8ai. — Marquis of Queensberry's b.ni. Miss Syntax, aged. 
x8m< — Mr. Hatchimoo's b.c. Wanton — by Woefat, 3 years old. 
l823*~Mr. FergiMoa'« b.c. Wanton— Woefal, 4 yean old. 
1824. — Mr. Simpson's b.h. Yuiing Corrector, 4 years old. 
l8a5« — Mr. Smith's ch.f. Sophy — by Comus, 3 years old. 

1826. — Mr. Whittaker*8 ch.f. Sophy— by Comuit 4 yean old. 

1827. - -Lord Lowthcr's br.c. by Grey Walton, 3 years old. 

1828. — Lord Lowther's br.c. by Grey Walton, 4 years old. 

1829. — Hon. H. C. Lowther's br.h. Brunswick, s years old. 

1830. — Mr. Nowell'a b.h. by Walton, 5 yean old. 

1833.— Hon. H. C. Lowther'a Vyvyao— by Canteen, 4 year* oiM. 

Short was the life, however, of these meetings ; for a sport, noble in itself, was 
quickly doomed bv those concomitant abuses which seem to be so inseparably 
connected wiili U. Lying before me is a poster announcing the sale bv public 
auction on the 26th day of August, 1839, of the whole of the mateiiLLls forming 
the grand stand, erected only ten years before — June 23rd, 1829, And 
yet, I have another poster to the effect that the Kendal Annual Steeplechase 
will take place on Tuesday, the 25th of March, 1845, a run over a circuit 
of three and a quarter miles, and which I find thus described in the papers : — 
*' Starting near Mint House, over the first fence about a hundred yards distant, 
into a grass field, descending to a brook and fence on the opposite side, into a 
meadow, and thence to a thorn hedge, awkwardly slanting across a steep hill, 
v^ich awaited the leapers. The course then followed over a field of rising 
ground, acroffi a road leading to the River Sprint, and then a drop leap into a 
meadow. Skirting the rivor for about aoo yards the horses came to the old 
water course, where they had to jump a fenced bank and land into the old race 
ground, with two sets of hurdles five feet high. Thence acro» a ploughed 
field, rendered terribly heavy by the rains, to another hurdle, and from this 
along the River Kent to a rather formidable fence into a wheat field, which led 
to perhaps the most difficult les^ on the line-^ wide brook dropping on the 
off »de— and sweeping to the right down the holm to a water laiced in front 
with thorns, and so on to the end — over 34 fence walls and 14 water coarses in 
att." 
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My desire is. 
To unlook thm toMSiiMB of each ancient place, 

Its newer humbler mate ; 
And revere the spirit of each life I traoe« 
In higiier Souter-gate. 
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ON returning aqain into Highgate to take up onr examination of the 
houses upon the east side, we notice the corner shop of Lowther 
Street, where Isaac Uadwen, maltster and corn factor, resided until bis death 
in 1822. 

In my illiistntion of the White Hall, there k a good view of this old 
shop, then teittnted fay one Jadcson, a tobacconist, wtdi the trade sign of a 
Red Indian and his pipe, over the doorway. In America the pipe, as we 
know, has its native place, and die Red Indian is the great foifaear or foster- 
&ther of all who smoke. *' We may get on without America,** said a mtty 
Fienclmian» fnm whow opini<M»* of course, we must plainly differ, *' but we 
cannot get on without M. Nicott **— the French prototype of our Sir Walter 
Raleigh. 

Here also the well-known firm of Messrs. Carr commoioed their career of 
biscuit manufacturers. Jonathan, son of Henry Carr, a weaver on Far Cross 
Bank, first started for himself as a wholesale grocer in that ancient old 
building on Highgate Baok, which had former!\' been the " Royal Oak" Inn, 
and shortly afterwards married a daughter of Jonathan Dodgson, another 
wholesale grocer in Stricklandgate. Their son, the worthy Jonathan Dodgson 
Carr, removed up to this house, but finding little scope, he ultimately removed 
to Carlisle, where the business has ever since grown to be of world wide fame. 
However, his brother Henry remained here, and I have before me a circular 
dated, Kendal loth Month, nth, 1833, in which " Hency Carr respectfully 
announces that he has entered upon these premises, where he purposes 
carrying on the wholesale and retail tea and coffee trade." It is said that he 
also had thoughts of combining the tobacco trade, but the Society of Friends 
advised him better, saying that they "could not see that tobacco was a 
necessary of life but rather a bad habit of turning the money that would be 
nsefnl to the poor into thin air " ; stf the project was abandoned. Heniy at 
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last removed also to Carlisle, and in 1837, Thomas Woof, tea dcakr, carried 
on hi? business. In ao upper front room the Plymouth Brethren tirst held 
their meetings. 

The next shop to the south has recently been rebuilt and fronted in 
red Itficks ; a welcome bit of bright colour amid the sombre lime- 
stone grey. Here formerly stood (1737) the " Castle and Griffin Inn," which 
was occupied by Robert Chamley in 1742 until his death in 1746. When, 
however, the inn closed its doors as a public house, a large hosiery business 
was carri^ on here by Leonard Cooper, whose daughter Margaret, was 
married in 1751 to John Crewdson, hosier. Cooper had his warehouse down 
the yard, in the building now occupied by Wm. Jackson, painter. He was 
, succeeded by his son Joseph, on whose retirement the premises were occupied 
by a Mrs. Sleddall, who carried on a feshionable milliner's business behind the 
quaint old bay windows. Her daughter Hannah, in 1794, married Edmund 
Tatham, a worthy doctor who had his surger} in the warehouse behind, 
and here was born their benevolent son Dr. Tatham of Stramongatc, in 1797. 

In the year 1835 Samuel Rhodes moved across the way to this building, 
to carry on his &st increasing drapery business, to which was added that of 
dealing in cheeses. As a trade sign Rhodes hung out a large wooden cheese 
until the year 1844, when the development of other departments in his drapery 
trade compelled him- to devote the whole of his time to them. All can 
remember the curious low ceilinged shop and the first rate establishment of 
his two kindly sons, John and William, and many there are of the present day 
who greatly miss it, and bear the highest respect for the life and trade of these 
partners. 

In the yard adjoining is the old established cooperage of Adam 
Hodgson, now conducted by his grandson. Previous to the year 
1825, Adam had his business premises on the site of the present Town Hall 
behind Miles and John Smithson's grocery shop. Adjoining the present works 
was an ancient building in which the Schools of Iiuiustry were hc^mi. The 
founder, George Braithwaite, in conjunction with Dr. 13riggs, established 
these excellent schools, described later on when dealing with the Science and 
Art Schools, and the rules which appear iu the Cumberland Pacqiul are most 
interesting reading. 
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The rnrions narrow passages called " Tho Onlfs." commenced at the foot 
of this lane and extended southward^; ns far as the Oddfellow?' Yard. Many of 
the older inhabitant^ will reinemher them, some even will l)ltish at the thouc:ht 
of manv a scamper throui^di or oft repeated wooing, hut to us of the yount^er 
generation their earlv e.\istenrt> is ?eareelv even known. Considerin.tj the 
lowness of the river's hanks south of Milk-r Brid,i,'e and their aptitude to become 
flooded, prior to the time when the stream was widened and the embankment 
made in 1^5 the^-'e ,L,Milfs were of the utmost importanec to allow of passeni;ers 
pas^ini:; alonj^ in sinc,de file on a somewhat higher and drier gr'nind. Rut no 
sooner had the abo\e improvements being effected than these dirt\- passa!:;es, 
whirh had become a ron^idemhle nuisance, were very naturallv walled up. 
Commencing, as I have said, at the hottom of the yard, the pass aire turned 
in behind the corner of Kent Place. Here it passed under ground below 
Cookson's garden. About half wa\- aloriL; a tlight r>f step? led iipwards 
to Cookson's Yard (No. 43'), which afforded a little wi lcitTic liLdit into the 
humid eloom. Out from here the way led through an entry, which has 
Hijw become the entrance hall of No. ii, Gawith's Place, into what is 
popularly kno-wn as Ff)drlv Sliav.'"s Yard (at the bottom of Yards .\q and 57). 
The gap from here passini: at the back of Anthony Garnett's dsc house still 
exists. Over the little beck, \s hich in olden days was open to the street and 
has its source somewhere up behind the "Shakespeare tavern," was a flag 
stone that led across to Rot^'er Carter's timber yard and thence to Messrs. 
Braithwaite's dye house. From here there was a cross wa\- down to the river, 
and the upper portion of an archwa\' can still he seen on the w.it( r side, the 
lower part beim^ covered bv the raided up embankment. The passas:e then 
went along betwecut two t,'arden walls, at the cud of whirh a numbt r of steps 
led down to a narrow way, in some jiarts covered in, in-low (ireeuhow's 
property: and lastly enf* ring a style wdiere the wall suddenly bends, it 
terminated at the Odd Fellows' Yard. 



Tlii= house and shop was occupied at one time by the Post Office, 
and then by Joseph Wilson, chemist and ret;istrar of births and 
deaths. He was great grandson of the wealthy Joseph Gough of Sandes 
Close. In the year 1826, Edmund Atkinson, the grandfather of the present 
owner, greatly modernized the property. He rebuilt the front with hewn 
Umestoae, and» in clearing away for the foundation, came upon a small brass 
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token in a good state of preservation. On the obverse^ a pair of shears with 
a star on either side ; Super : " Company op Shearmen." Reveru : the 
shearman's tassel and two stars ; Super : ** in Kendal, i6S6." 

Tokens* are pieces issaed by merchants and others to do duty as 
temporary mon^, or tokens of such and such a monetaiy value. Probably the 
shearmen, i6o 3rears ago, were a wealthy body of men, and being in want of 
a greater quantity of the smaller circulating medium, ibey caused these small 
brass coins to be struck, which would pass current in the town and 
neighbourhood. 




Tavd 48. 



In early days 
this passage 
went by the name of Cook- 
s.nn'< Yard, at the fcK)t of 
which, overlooking the 
river, the Rev. Henry 
Wilkinson Cookson, D.D., 
late master of St. Peter's 
College, Cambridge, was 
born in 1810. From our 
Grammar School he went 
to Sedbergh, and from 
thence to Cambridge, 
where he graduated as B.A. 
in 1832. Soon after he was 
elected to a FeUowsbi]H 
and in 1847 was chosen 
Master of the College. In 
the year following he be- 
came Vice-Cbancellor of 
the University, having received the degree of D.D. by ToytA mandate. 



• " ITic practice of i<>suing tokens first bcfan to fir>d favour in the time of Henry lUidrr 
Rliialn-th, Hristol, oxford, anil V\nrct-stcr were allowed to have thc-ir own city tokens. Hut lames i. 
considt'ifd that all tht-sc pieces were "made in derojjation ul I'fir K ri.;'s prei.ii;.itivi- i iy.^ll," an.l loyal 
tokens for a farthing; wen- issued l>y Lord Harrinjjton under licence Irmii the (_ ruwn, and commiinU went by 
the name of " Har i ins " In i< 1: 5 ( harli s I. issued similar farthini^s l)y his own direct authoritv. which 
bear a rose in place of the harp disiin^uisliin^ the " Harrinj;ton»." I he name of l okcn-house Vard, Lt>f»don. 
Still serves to remind us of the site of the office whence ihesr farthiofpi were issued. Hut the number 
of private tokens did not in any wa^ diminish untd about 1^72, when their issue was strictly furbidden, and 
the first Knglish copper ONoa, conMSttng oi balfpennim and urtkiiv** w«re atrack hf CiMrles It." Stiiry ^ 
Bntnk Cvinagt. 
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jj^^ The adjoining building of hewn limestone, rebuilt by Robert Hind, 
of the " Three Tuns," was, about the beginning of the XIX*'' 
century, the residence of James and Thomas Braithwaite and their sister, 
Peggy. They carried on their ironmonger's business here until they removed 
down into Kirkland. It would seem that they were Quakers, but James, who 
died in 1806, lost his membership by marrying Miss Cookson, a near 
neighbour and Unitarian. Anothor brother, named Richard, mayor in 1791, 
carried on the same kind of business at a shop in front of the ** White Hart," 
and he likewise lost his membership by marr^'ing a Miss Coupland. A fourth 
brother, John Airey Braithwute, surgeon at Lancaster, claimed to be 
the discoverer of the famous medicine known as " Black Drop/* when at his 
death in 18x0 the much coveted receipt passed by wilt to his sister Peggy. 
I shall have, when dealing with the shop in Kirkland, a great deal more to say 
about this wonderful cure-all. 

Miles and John Smithson, grocers, removed from the White Hall here in 
1825, and upon their retirement the business was transferred to James 
Pennington, who had for years kept a respectable shop at the head of 
JeDning*8 Yard. 

__ - _^ This building is doubtless of an ancient date, but I have 
Hoa. 47 and 51. , ^ 

no clue as to the tmie or by whom it was built. William 

Kitching, a manufacturer of horse cloths, twine spinner and draper, had his 
business in No. 47. It is said that he was the hrst to erect tenters on the fell 
lands, near the lime kilns, and in the yard behind he had a rope walk, as well 
as Camm's walk in Stricklandgate. 

The sliop on the other side of the entry was, at one time, occupied 
by William Williamson, clog and patten maker, whilst the rooms above were 
occupied by Jonathan Younghusband, tailor and draper. 

„ _ _ Adjoining to the south there used to be a little low entry, 
the lowest in Kendal, over which a sign board hung 
bearing the name of Joseph Shaw, twine spinner. The little old shop beyond, 
whose eaves scarcely reached higher than the shop cornice of the preceding 
house, was tenanted by William Atkinson, a bread baker. The Hoor was 
considerably below the level of the street ; the window, full of toffee sticks. 
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being not more than a foot from off the ground. Behind was a whole nest of 
tiny tenements, and when the cholera raged in 1832 sad havoc was committed 
here. 

The next house of the same height had been modernized by the introduc- 
tion of sash windows. Here dwelt John Harrison in his blue dress coat with 
gilt buttons ; an odd looking costume which occasioned the remark that his 
coat " was made in the days of Adam the First." 

On tliL' other side of an entry was the 
"Bird in Hand Inn" and another shop with 
low windows, where Richard Robinson, tailor, 
and father of John, the eminent civil engineer, 
had his business. About half down the yard 
was a sack manufactory carried on by Jonathan 
Savage. W'hat a lot of Jonathans Kendal 
boasted of in those days ! Further down on 
the river side we come to the dye house of 
Anthony Harrison, shearman dyer, and of his 
son John. He retired in favour of William 
Garnett and his son Anthony, who were both 
drysalters. 

Sometinjc in the X\'1II''' century Samud 
Milton from Ireland, and James Barrow father 
(jf John, deputy recorder, entered into partner- 
ship as dealers in Irish linens. Here they 
started printing cottons, and their dye house 
and printiiif; room was opposite to Harrison's. 
Now, however, the whole block of buildings has been converted into a row of 
cottages known by the name of Gawith's Place. In the Carlisle papers for 
May 4th, 181 1, I find an advertisement by James Barrow, for the sale of his 
valuable stock-in-trade, consisting of brown, half bleached, full white, and 
blue Irish linens and blue printed calicoes. Also to be let, a large and 
convenient dye house, containing thirteen copperas vats, a store room, 
printing room with three tables and a stove above the same. 
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Hut to return to the front buildings. Up in liic sit< wf thr ancient iim autl 
these small cU-lapidatcd shops, Samuel Gawilli erectid in i<S()i, tlu present 
handsome premi?=fs. The newspnp^^rs of that day de.scril)L' the building as 
being one of the greatest ini)>rovetnt nts to street architu tare that Kendal 
ever experienced. Arid when we fconsidc r what the tt in iuents used to be 
which were thus trr\nsformcd with such entfipnsr. I rannot htit think that 
S.imtu'l (iawitli has deserved well of his tou iisnicti iti doing so tnni li to 
improve the appearance of this main thorou^'hfare. The inn unist have 
ceased to exist long before this time, as a handbill iu iny possession auiiouiices 
the sale by auction on October, 1852, of " all that property called the 'Old 
Bird-in-hand Yard,' consistiuf.^ of a front house and shop now used as a 
bakehouse, and ten cottages, rope and twine walk and garden, &c, " makes 
no mention of its existence. 

„ ^ The next building of three stories was the birthplace, in 1737 
of a benevolent lawyer, Thomas Harrison son of Edward Harrison 
of Crook, a cordwainer."' Thomas served his apprenticeship ti^ James Dowker, 
and was appointed by the Lord High Chancellor in 1764 to be a master 
extraordinary of the High Court of Chancery. In 1771 he married Jane 
Lawson. The Cuittberlami Pacguet for December 24th, 1782, thus speaks 
about the generosity of these benevolent pt -ple : — " On Saturday last Mr. 
Thomas Harrison, attorney«at-law, gave at his house in Kendal a sixpenny 
loaf each to one hundred and twenty (> ^or families in that town and the 
adjoining village of Kirkland." Only think of Kirkland as a rustic village ! I 
Again the same paper records, on January 8th, 1799* that "on Friday last 
Thomas Harrison, Esq., of Kendal, distributed 2io sixpenny loaves in the 
like charitable manner." In 1794 the office of coroner for this county vras 
unanimously conferred upon him, and in x8oo he was appointed steward to 
the Earl of Lonsdale. Thomas died in October, 1809, and 1^ the property 
as a dower house to his widow, where she lived until her death in 1820. 
Their daughter, Mrs. Jane Grant, soon after came to reside here with her 
family, until about the year 1836, when the premises were let to Henry 
Bttlmer Home, a cabinet maker. To Home is due the credit of re-pewing 
the Parish Church, carving the old pulpit, and the gift of one of the clerestory 
windows, which bears upon a shield the initials H. B. H. 

* A worker in coidwaiii or cordovan leather, a •bocmaker. 
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After passing over the cross gutter we come to the house where 
William Dillworth Crewdson lived from 1797 till he removed 

in 1801 to Bank House. In subsequent years the postal authorities found 

here, for a short timet a convenient ofike. 

, ^» Windmill or Post Office Yard is so luimed after the windmill that 
Yard 96. 

used to be situated at the bottom of the lane to ^'rind hark 
for the tanners. It was a good si/ed round building, and it scuma to 
have been the cause of an accident thus recorded in the Lancaster Parish 
Church Register: — " 1775. July 12, William Jackson, kild by the Windmill, 
Kendal. " Lancaster was noted for the iiianufacturt; of windmill sails, and it 
may be that Jackson met with his fatal accident when engaged upon the work 
of repairing these sails. 

What a number of tan-yards tlu-re used to bt- in Kendal in those days ! 
Well mi^ht old Kendalians believe that there was " nowt like leather," seeing 
that it was one of the staple industries of the town. .\n item in llie Local 
Chronology reads "The Company of Tanners and Tawcrs have at this day 
so great a share of trade as enables them to pay to the Crown by way of duty 
between £1600 and £"2000 p>cr annum." In 1787 there were no fewer than 
seventeen tan yards in Kendal, the exact sites of which can be discovered by 
an inspection of Todd's plan, but now, 1 believe, there are not more than four. 

The Glasites and Sandemanians, so named after the founders — John Glas 
and Robert Sandeman — worshipped in the little meeting house, built for them 
in 1824, at the foot of this yard; Benjamin Pearson being for many years the 
presiding dder. By degrees the Society dwindled away, some members joined 
the Inghamites and I hdieve about the year 1846 the property was sold to the 
Rev. Robert Braithwaite. 

On the waterside where Messrs. Butterwith and 
Tha Jolly AngleM. j^^^^^j^g warehouse now is, stood, in days gone by, 

" The Jolly Anglers," a name common in the neighbourhood of trout streams, 
having a triangular sign board, representing a follower of Izaak Walton, 
pl> ing the " gentle art." Afterwards the house took the name of the *' Albion 
Tavern." and in March, 1848, it went by the name of " The Moulders' Arms." 
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^ There was, in the olden days, upon the site of this shop an inn 
known by the sign of the " Tanners' Arms," whose convivial 
entertainment was especially laid out to attract the tanners who had their 
yards down at the bottom of the lane alon^j the waterside. The inn was 
standing as such in 1730, for we find an entry in the Churchwardens' Books, 
dated October 19th, 1730 : — *' Pd. att ye Tanners Arms ye Churchwardens 
Charges this Peremptory Day ns." In ihe year iSzt we find the hoose 
mentioned as the residence of James Towers, a suri^on. 

The next building, now converted into offices, was built on the site 
of a plumber's workshop about the year 1792, on purpose for the 
Maude, Wilson, and Crewdsnn Bank, who at that date removed their business 
from Stramongate. The senior partner, Joseph Maude, died at Stricklandgatc 
House in 1803, and some yt^ars after his eKlcst son, Colonel Maude, retired. 
The Wilsons of Abbot Hall withdrew at the time of the paper panic referred 
to on page 37, and the bank then became known under the name of W. D. 
Crewdson & Sons. In 1840 Wakefield's bank in Stricklandgatc amalgamated 
with this one under the. combined title of Wakefield, Crewdson, & Co., or 
The Kendal Bank." 

The large house adjoining, which has a splendid example of the old 
leaden rain*water-pipe heads for which Kendal was at one time 
so justly proud, was, in the XVIIP^ century occupied by a branch of 
the Matson fifimily of Tytup Hall in Furness. In 1791 the widow of William 
Matson died here, and their daughter, Mrs. Dorothy Matson, left £100 in 1627 
to the Blue Coat School. In 1803 their niece, the kind hearted Mrs. Joseph 
Maude» came to reside here after the death of her husband. Her, whole life 
seems to have been spent in the practice of benevolence and charity, and the 
records of the public institutions in this town will bear a lasting testimony to 
her liberality. 

At the beginning of the year 1814, John Barnabas Maude her seventh son, 
returned to Kendal from France after an absence of twelve years, nearly eleven 
of which he was prisoner of war on parole at V«tdun. After the drfeat 
of Soult by Wellington the town was most beautifully illuminated on the 17th 
of May, 1814, and perhaps one of the most touching devices exhibited was 
4 transparency inscription in Mrs, Maude's window saying : " I rejoice for my 
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country and the liberation of my son." Subsequently the howse became the 
rpsidoncc of (ioor{^<^ Forrest, a snrfjcnn who married Miss Thompson of 
Underley Hall, and was twice elected mayor of this Borough. 

mmm, m THc Hcxt biiildiiiiT '^taiid'^ UP 'H tHc site of wh.'it was 

ll<M. 7a and 76. , , , ^ 

formprly a woollen maniilactory, carried <>n In- John 

Whitwi'll, who was liorn in 1735. married to Dorothy, eld^'^t dniiL,'htcr of Ifvxac 
aiul R.K h.n l Wilson, in 1765, and who died in 1782. The premise; were then 
used for ( udiiKiking by Bayliffe and Rigge, until they removed to Captain 
French Lane in 1825. 

On the property beinfj rebuilt and made into two dwellinf^s they 
were tenanted respectively by Dr. Th jiiul . Atkinson, wh j married Mary, the 
eldest daughter f>f the '* HIind Philosopher," and by Miss Harrison the 
dau{,'htcr of Alderman Robert Harrison. Tliey are now converted into two 
shops. 

Tard 77 ^^"^^ '^^^ y^*^ Mechanics' Institute after they 

removed from behind the Conservative Club and before they 
entered upon the Oddfellows' premises in 18571 Upon the spout head are the 

W 

initials and date I D a date too early to signify the above named 

John and Dorothy Whitvveli. 

Noa 79 to S6 "^^^ ^^^^ range of buildings which somewhat resemble the 
form of the manor houses of old, with its central portion and 
two projeoting side gables, is the property of Messrs. Braithwaite. In the 
northern gable there has been a shoemaker's shop for some time. In the 
central portion is a bakehouse which is very probably the one in which 
'* Black Jack," or John Wilson, the eminent botanist, lived and carried on the 
trade of bakehouse keeper. Being somewhat of a sceptic he was visited on his 
death bed, so says the Kend.tl Chronicle for August 8th, 1818, by a near 
neighbour, a member of the Society of Friends, who tried to make an 
impression on his unbelief. 

Down the yard there used to be a rope vialk, now covered over %vith 
woollen warehouses, and the dye house next the old windmill used to be 
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tenanted by Thomas Wilson and Sons, before they built their kijge fency 
waistcoating works at Netherfield. The wooden gates at the entry into the 
yard were regularly closed at ten o*dock of the evening. It is a pity that poor 
" Winifred FTyce '* did not live down that yard I For had she done so her life 
mig^t yet have been spared. 

The soathem gable was the residence of good old George Braithwaite, 
a diyaalter, who died in z8i2, and it is very probable that his fisither and 
grandfather lived here b^>re him. His eldest son George was as I have 
already said, one of the founders of the Schools <^ Industiy, and to him 
we also owe the establishment of the e»sellent soup kitchen. During the wars 
with France, when provisions were almost at femine prices, it is said that he 
personally experimented upon how little it was necessary to eat, at the least 
cost, in order to recommend his diet to his poorer neighbours. And it was 
probably this benevolent Quaker who attended John Wilson above referred to. 
He died in this house in 1853. In the front sitting-room there is still left a 
very fine specimen of renaissance oak paneling. 

U^^^ The next house receding back with iron railings in front was, in the 
XVIir^ century, inhabited by Francis Drinkell, hosier, who married 
Frances, daughter of Richard Wilson of Black Hall. Alderman Drinkell had 
his hosiery warehouse in what was known as Drinkell's Croft, and his famous 
White Hall gardens were just below. These gardens have since been 
cut tfirtmgh by the formation of Lowther Street (see page $r)) ■ but a f>art 
of the warehouse still remains and is now used as Harrison's wine store. 

110.98, southern side of the two narrow entries, which evidently 

have been in former days as one, stands the good house now 
occupied by our worthy townsman Mr. W. B. Armstrong, Here, about 
the commencement of the XIX''' century, resided Joseph Swainson, who was 
twice mayor of Kendal. At another time Joseph Allen sold brushes, mops, 
mats and hosiery here, and displayed his goods in the sash windows. There 
is another old leaden spout-bead on the front worthy of particular notice. 

Noa. 96 and 99 ^^^^ ^ ^ butcher's shop used formerly to be, until 

1852, the residence of Miss Agnes Wilson, and the 
bouse on the other side of the entry was, for a long time, the town bouse 
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of the wealthy and influential fiunily of Greeohows ofStamtoor; a fiunify* 
were mainly instramental in having Ihe New Street Chapel . fe-fiooted 
with hewn limestone, who beautified the centre Highgate by tebaildmg in 
the same manner three good honaeSp and who were die founders of a wdl 
known charity now enjoyed by the poor of Kendal and Stainton. 

Their yard has always been considered- one of the r nicest in KeadaJ* the 
houses not being too rank, and by reason of the tall i poplars. that used 
to flourish there. The large woollen warehouse is now occupied for other 
purposes as well as the dye house which projects forward on to the river's 
bank, and the Ion;; narrow building over an entry at the foot of Dean Carter's 
yard, which the Greenhows made use of for tentering cloth, is now converted 
into dwelling's. It would seem that the constant robberies of cloth that took 
place on the tenter £eUs at the beginning of the XIX**^ century induced spne 
of the manuDscturers to tenter within doors. 

BL'fore passing on, it may be of some interest to note further that 
the trustees of i^iua Chapel, after the secessirMi from the Wool Pack Chapel in 
1843, endeavoured to find a building site here, instead of tucking themselves 
away under Garth Heads. Abo that Miss Isabella Lickbarrow, the poetess, 
resided here. 

m> ^ This building was the property and residence of Ifie 

Noa. 101 to lOB* r r * 

Gawthorpe fitmily, who wore woollen and cotton twist 

manufacturers. Their warehouse behind is now converted into dwellings, and 

the place where the hoist would lift up and let 'down the goods may still 

be seen under its gablet, although now walled up. 

The following advertisement appears in the Carlisle Journal fi»r October 
29th, 1808: — "Notice is hereby given that the partnership carried on by 
Christopher Wilson (Abbot Hall), Robert Gawthorpe, and James Watte, 
as cotton dealers and cotton twist manufacturers in Kendal, and at Bariey 
Bridge in Overstavelcy, under the firm of Robert Gawthorpe and Co., 
was dissolved this day by mutual consent," etc., etc. 

Robert Gawthorpe, bom in July, 1754, and who died in August, 1844, was 
a large shareholder in the Whitehall buildings. Being short of stature, 
it is amusing to read that the window cills of the news roQO) were • not >carrie4 
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to the pro|j<^i height in a line with the string course, because this worthy said 
that be coald not read his newspaper if the lights were made too high. 

After his death Edward Brown, a draper opposite to the " King's Arms/* 
bought the property and came to live in the large house down, the yard, on the 
HMtside of !the .wardiouae, and it wouid seem that he was so enchanted with 
his possession, that he caused to he painted up. over the entiy. the name of 
" Belle VnaPlace.*^ 

For a great manyx years Edward Wilson Scott, a solicitor, had his oliioe 
here also, employing as his clerk the poet Thomas Miller, a prolific writer in 
the pages of the KemM ChrmticU. 



The next house, named by a recent owner " Cross View," was 

Crosa View. 

the property and residence oC-Rogeri Carter, shearman . in the 
employ ci jGawtfmrpe. . He was the &ther of the very Rev. Thomas Carter^ 
Dean of Tuam in Ireland, and of the Rev. M. I. Carter^ incambent of Torvnr,. 
near Coniston. 

Roger had a gianddaoghter. Miss Carter, who also lived here, and to 
her credit may it be reoocdcd. that out of her scanty savings she left the 
interest of £50 to be spent in coals for the poor. There being no parsonage 
at Tower, her nude lived with her, and used to walk all the way through 
Bowness and Sawny to fulfil his duties and then return again in like manner. 

__. _ . We now come to the top of Highgate Bank, where the Cross 
XftFd lOB. ... 

House stood upon the western side of the street, a house which 

witt be referred to later on ; but, as a memento, there is in the pavement of 

this yard a cross formed by light coloured lime-stones; the four arms of 

which have each been about 18 inches long. The greater part of the north 

arm, however, is now missing. 

On the other side of the entry lived Joseph Boak, the tailor who 
made the fustian jackets for the boys attending the Jennings' Yard 
Sunday School, referred to under the heading of the Church Schools. They 
were given for regular attendance, and it is said that Joseph had a kind word 
and snaile fior-evecy boy whvwentto get measured. . Good old Joseph 1 
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V Down the lane behind tives Kendal's present antiquary, Thomas 

Jennings, a man whose simple hearted goodness it is a privilege 
and pleasure to be associated with. Bom in 1836, scantily taught at the Blue 
Coat School, the proud winner of one of the fastian jackets for regular 
attendance just referred to, apprenticed to be a tailor, he subsequently became 
a postman. Every scrap of paper relating to Kendal has a peculiar interest 
for him, and he would rather ^nd his little earnings than " waste them ** on 
anything but the barest necessities of life. Alone amid hb books» — piled 
up on every spare portion of the floor, up the staircase treads, and 
heaped away in the attic — he sits to read and think of his one great heart's 
love, the history and folk lore of Kendal. And it is to his great retentive 
memory and accumtdated store of books that I owe so much (or a goodly 
portion of my &cts. 

Further down the lane, where there is now a garden, there used 
to be a small tan-yard, and the two cottages built aix>ut the year 1852 
stand upon the site of the tan buUding. 

__ Upon the site of the Mechanics' Hall once stood a low 

old two storied inn, known by the name of "The 
Unicorn." Its sign, depicting the formidable monster, has, from the fabulous 
nature of the animal, always been a favourite. The horn is supposed to be an 
antidote to all poison, ->nd is emblematical of the destruction of sin by 
the Messiah. At one time it was believed, so the legend runs, that the only 
way to capture this animal was to leave a pretty maid seated in its habitual 
resort ; when, as soon as the unicorn perceived her, he would come and lie 
quietly down, resting his head in her lap and fill asleep. This laying of the 
unicorn s head in the lap of a virgin, made the hrst Christians choose the 
animal as the type of Christ, born of the Virgin Macy. 

The inn, which at that time projected on to the pavement as £u as its 
southern neighbour, was kept at various times by Betty Burrow, Richard 
Derome, and William Chipchase. In 1833 the bouse was rebuilt, set back to 
its present frontage, and opened on October 21st as an Oddfellows' Hall ; but 
whilst occupied by them the ground floor was still let off as a beerhouse, under 
the sign of " The Nelson Tavern." After the battle of Tra&lgar, Nelson's 
picture, like that of many another famous man, as, s^., the Duke of 
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Cumberland, became very common on public house signboards. In 1857 the 
building was taken over by the Mt lIilliiics' Institute, and re-opened by Lord 
Brougham on the loth of Novembei. It bears on the front, in hmcstonc, 
the inscription : — " Oddfellows' Hall," — and in 1857 were added below, in 
wooden gilt letters, the name, — " Mechanics' Institute." 

The Institute, however, dates back to a meeting convened to be bdd at 
the " The White Lion " on the and of March, 1824, with Comdius Nicholson 
in the chair. At this first meeting it was resolved That a Mechanics* and 
Apprentices' Library and Institute should be estaUished " on the basis <^ 
Dr. Birkbeck*s plan, who, by the way, had been a student under our John 
Gough. By the followiDg July over a hundred mechanics had entered their 
names on the books, and occupied, at a rental of £2 xos. per annum, 
including all taxes, some comfortable though humble rooms at the bead of a 
narrow croft in Stiamongate. The library was opened with a sdlection of 
about a dozen volumes, and by the end of the first year they numbered some 
four hundred. Harrison, a schoolmaster, who formerly occupied the house, 
became the first libcarian. 

A subscription " Book Club'* was established in Kendal by the principal 
inhabitants as eariy as 1761 ; but as admission was made somewhat difficult, 
and as it was certainly not intended for craftsmen, an " Economical Library** 
sprung up in 1797 with an admission fee of sixpence for the first month and 
threepence for each succeeding one. This good library was incorporated by 
the Mechanics' Institute in 1825. 

John Richardson had his cabinet workshop, and carried out some 
of his most successful pieces of work here. Like the " Unicorn 
Inn," the building projected out some considerable way on to the pavement, 
indeed as far as the front of the " Royal Oak inn" projects to-day. To show 
how economical people were in the purchase of p^lass, even at this late period, 
it may be stated that some of Richardson's windows were fitted up with paper 
steeped in oil. 

The Showing advertisement is from the CumbirktHi Pneqvd for June and, 
1778 : — ** Cabinet making, &c. Simon Fothergill begs leave to acquaint 
Gentlemen Tradesmen and the Public in general, that he has taken the Shop 
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and intends to con- 
tinue the Business of 
the late John 
Richardson, Cabinet 
Maker, on the Cxoss 
Bank, where all Per- 
sons erai^oyiiqf . him 
may depend upom 
being well and pane- 
toally served." 



The premises 
rebuilt and set- beck 
aboot the year iSxi 
by Samo^ G ree w* 
how, and the Carlisle 
pqwrs for April aotlv 
record that whilst 
some workmen were 
excavating the cellar, 
a passer-by noticed 
that the chimneys of 
the inn were separat- 
ing and warned the 
inmates only just in 
time, before the 
whole stack collapsed 
and fell with a tre- 
mendous crash. The 
ostler being asleep, 
was only just 
snatched from his 
bed before his entire 
room also fell. 
Miraculously no life 
was lost. 
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Further towards the south stands a ver\' ancient house with 

No* 191* 

casement windows and those four delightful diamond chimneys on 
the ridge. For some time it was a well known public house under the sign of 
"The Royal Oak," a s\^n frequently met with, in memory of the famous 
escape made by Charles II. by hiding in the lopped branches of an oak 
at Boscobcl. At one time it was the property of Alderman Edward 
Whitehead, mayor in 1720, and here he resided and carried on his cabinet- 
making business down the yard. Lately it has been owned by Mr. i^harles 
Wilkinson ; and at the end of the row of cottages down the yard is the 
warehouse where his father, James Wilkinson, carried on his woollen business. 
The two heights of doors opening to the crane hoist are still remaining. 
The warehouse has also been tenanted by Joseph Allen, who, according to the 
History of Ravenstonedale, " alone brought into this valley ;^50 a fortnight as 
the wages for knitting/' Before we come to the biscuit manufactory of 
J. Carfi we notice the old woollen manufactory of Wilson and Cartmell. 
They were shearmen dyers who bought the wd>s wovmi by the country people 
and dyed and finished them off here. 

Mo. 126» house, which recedes back behind the iron railings, was, 

the property and residence of one of our most wealthy manu&c* 
turers, Richaid Winfield, who died in tS^o. One of his daughters married 
Josias Lambert of Watch Field, and another Dean Carter. But it would 
MMU' that- the old &ther was so annoyed with the latter for running away up 
to Gretna 'Green with the Dean, that he cut her dowry short and only 
Allowed her j^io,ooo. A great pity indeed ! but to some of us it seems good 

When Winficld's successors, George and Michael Gibson, came to live 
here, and when tht:y built their new warehouse on the river side, paymi' 
by the way, the handsome sum of two f^'iiiiK as as architectural fee to John 
Richardson, the greater part of the old premises wen; cither cf)nvertcd into 
weaving sheds or cottage-^. On the death of Michael, George Gibson disposed 
of his business in 1834 to Charles Lloyd and George Foster Braitbwaite. 

On the south side of Gibson's warehouse was the dye house of Thomas 
Brinnan, a check manufacturer. It is still standing, the upper part a 
dwelling and the lower, part a wasbbouse. 
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No. 129 building that fonneriy stood upon this site was for a long 

time the bakehouse of Richard Holme, a waiter who was much in 
request at the Venison Feasts and private parties. The stofy goes that when 
George Gibson rebuilt the house about the year 1840 he most considerately 
fsiept the building as low as possible, in (xder that Mrs. Isaac Braithwaite, 
who lived across the way, might not have her &vourite view of Hayfell and 
Kendal Castle altogether shut out. 

The lot of the baker in bygone times 
was a ver^' hard one. He could not sell 
where he liked, and the price of his bread 
was regulated by those in authority. 
Shdulfl the price of grain go up, the 
authority for decreasing the weight or 
increasing the price very rarely followed 
as quickly. And yet if the hapless baker 
should venture to make his business pay 
under such circumstances by giving short 
weight, he was liable to have a loaf hung 
round his neck and be jeered at and 
pelted in the pillory. Even so late as 
July 8th, 1795, when the price of grain 
was rapidly rising, the Times reports that 
" at the public office, Whitechapel, a 
baker was convicted yesterday of making 
bread to the amount of 307 ounces 
deficient in weight and fined a |>enalty 
£64 7s. od." Moreover, it was the 
custom for the bakers to deliver to those 
who retailed the bread thirteen loaves 
instead of twelve by way of legitimate 
profit : a circumstance which gave rise to the expression of calling thirteen 
articles a baker's dozen. 




Mos. 189 and 141. 



To the forma- house came Geoige Foster Braithwaite, 



several times mayor of Kendal, and his bride in 1846* 
where they resided until theur removal to Hawesmead. In the htter bouse 
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Mother noted Kendalian resided, John Shaw, the son of Alderman James 
Shaw, mercer, in Mercers' Lauc. Both houses had good gardens behind, 
indeed it is a little astonishing to note how much open space there is down the 
several yards we have just been examining, situated as they are in the 
very thick of the principal tan-yards and manufactUFers* warehouses. 

An amusing tale is told of the fitther, Alderman James Shaw, who was 
mayor at the time that the Scotch f^j^s passed through Kendal in 1745. To 
show his loyalty, it is said that he incited the market people and others to fall 
upon the small band with whatever weapons they could lay their hands upoo, 
with the result that a frightful skirmish ensued in the steets, during the heat 
of which our hero rode away on a white horse up Entry Lane and made the 
best of bis way out of the town* 

In the year 1852 Shaw's house was occupied by the Misses Harrison, and 
on the Christmas night of that year, during an awful wind storm, a tall 
chimney stack fell in and killed one of the ladies as she lay in her bed. The 
violence of the wind had not been e(j[uaiied since the days of the great storm of 
January the 7th, 1839. 

Yard 14& Within the gates of this steep entry was the residence, at 
one time, of the widow of Thomas Symonds Scott, of whom It 
has been said that *Mf she had been a man she would have been a barrister/* 
A clever woman who trained her son, Edward W. Scott, to be a clever 
solicitor. After passing through the entry the observer will notice two 
of those very long casement windows which are so essentially characteristic of 
Westmorland. 

„ ^ The first note that I have about this house is that it was owned 
and occupied by William Mackreth, a tanner, and mayor of 
Kendal in 1737. He married Sarah Inman of the Butchers' Rows, in 1720, 
and died as senior alderman in 1761. Since his day another tanner, John 
Gcldcrd, resided here, and had his tan-yard at the foot of the lam;. The last 
to make use of the pits was the late Alderman Samuel Wbiaerey, currier, 
who had previously had his yard in Stramongate. 



For why these ancient tanneries, that thronged one another on the 
water>side, were discontinued I cannot say ; but one cannot help feeling 
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that had our river only been navigable, what a flourishing wharf there would 
have been between Miller Bridge and the Old Church, in the vicinity of all 
these warehouses and tan -yards. The yards and pits are now quite gone, and 
the quiet cottages that are reared upon them know of their prosperous activity 
no more. 

Thomas Benson had a wood yard and chair maker's shop here also, aod 
we are told that he carried on a thriving business; but his works have likewise 
gone, for there has been, and always will be» a great trek heavenward. 

_ Here George Robinson announced on his sign that he was a 

leather cutter and sold shoes, and snb^Lquently to him William 

Machell, a preacher among the Inghamites, had his furniture store here. 

Formerly the housi liad been an inn under the sign of "The Star/' and 

it is said to have been the first house in which the modern sash window was 

c 

introduced. On the leaden rain water spout head are cast the initials ^ £ 

Behind are two or three houses which have seen better days. For 
instance, here resided Walter Simondson, a skinner and glover, whose 
skin yard on the river side has now been built over. At the last Kendal Guild» 
held in 1759, seventy skinners and glovers walked in the procession. 

_ «... . LoM" after the commencement of the XIX'** century 
Blflhop B1m9M Inn. . 

this \v:is a <,'rntct'l residence, the property and in the 

occupation of the Docker family. They were wonlcoinbcrs, and the last of the 
line, a Mary Docker, married Jaines Hor^artli. a market toll collector. The 
old '* Bishop Blaizc Inn," which, In the way, has no relation to '* Blazes" so 
frequently associated with corknt \ inaleilictions, was at first m the low roofed 
buildiufj on the other side of the way, and kept by a Mrs. Golcieii in 1817. 
After her day Apnes Hellingham took it. tinti! she leiuuvcd to the " Bridge 
Inn " iti Stramongate. The license then la])si <1 and shortly afterwards the 
above named James Hogarth renewed the sign here at his own bouse. 

Bishop Blasius, the patron saint of the wool-combcis in England, was 
the supposed inventor of their comb. His pictorial saintship is common in 
the cloth-making districts of the North, and he is generally represented with a 
sharpened steel wire comb in his hand and a mitre upon his head. Besides 
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being the trae patron of wool -combing, the saint who died in the fourth 

centur}*, was famous, it is said, for curing sore throats. He lived in a cave, 
being often visited, according to the Golden Legend, " by wild beasts 
whenever a bone stuck in their throats. If it happened that they came while 
he was at prayer tbry did not interrupt him, but, waiting until he had ended, 
never departed without his h( nedicfion." A most exemplary man was the 
bishop, and «m> holy that Father Rihadaneira relates that when he was 
scourged by his prosecutors, "seven holy women annointed themselves with 
his blood," and for which attention they were fnartyred out of cruel compli- 
ment to the woolcomber, by having their flesh '■ ' ^,1,0^ with iron combs," 
when, strange to say, " their wounds ran milk, their iiesh became whiter than 
snow, and angels rnme visibly and healed their wounds as hst as tbt y were 
made." Having thus failed, their cruel persecutors threw them into the fire, 
which would not, however, consume them, so that as a last resource, they 
were ordered to be biduaded, and beheaded they were accordingly. St. Blaize 
was then Ordered to be drowned in the lake, but he, walking upon the water, 
sat down and invited his tormentors to meet him in the middle. Seventy of 
them tried to do this and were drowned : whrn the Saint, having seen them 
sink no doubt with great sntisfaction, ^'ot up and walked to the land very 
devoutly, and was then and there beheaded without more ado. 

Bishop Blaise's day used annually to be kept on the 3rd of February and 
celebrated with great feastings and processions. At the last Kendal Guild 
the woolcombers who walked first in the procession numbered some hundred 



It is said that Mrs, Robert Braithwaite, who lived across the way, 
very much disliked the sign and tried hard to have it altered, saying that 
" a bishop was an angel of the Church and not the sign of the drunkard." 

On the leaden rain wata* spout head are the initials ^ 

Night Watch ^^^'^^ windows in the olden days, th«« used, to 
be one of the sentiy boxes for the night watchmen to retire 
into in case of storm or rain, bat in which he usually snored away the night. 
These worthy men, the prototype of our Chief Constable's stalwart force, 
Mralked their respective beats, armed with a dark lantern and formidable rattle, 
and as tbey went along would every now and then call out, to the discomfort 
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of light sleepers, the precise hour of the night and the state of the weather as 
well. " Pa-a-ast ten o'clock, and a rai-ny night ! " " Past two o'clock, and a 
cloudy mo-orning ! '* 

The old watchmen were known as "Charlies,** and poor men! thqr 
alfbrded much sport to the '* bloods** of the poiod. It seems that it was a 
fiivourite form of diversion for youths to endeavour to catch a watchman asleep, 
which was by no means infrequent, and then to either overturn bis box or to 
turn it right about face with the door to the wall, leaving the sleepy occupant 
to get out the best way he could when he awoke. 

On January X2th, 1575, the mayor and burgesses made the following 
order with reference to the watching of the borough : — " It is ordered 9nd 
constitulid . . . That ffrome hencfurthe nyghtly . . . thar shalbe 
kepte and contyncwid one sufiiciente watche the same to begyn at ix^ off the 
Clock in the nyghte and contenewe vntill iiij*^ off the Clock in the«momynge 
in w*^ watche alwayes ther shalbe Six persons, viz' ij« for Sowterg* ij** Mket- 
stead and Striklandg* and ij^ for Stramag* to be taken and goinge by Cowrse 
in every Constabulwik one after the other and takinge their charge and watche 
worde nyghtlye off the Constabulls or ther deputies severally as in old 
tymes bathe bene accustomyd Whiche vi« psonns so apoyntid watchmen 
nyghtlye shall be tall manlike men havinge and bearinge them in the same 
Watche every one a halbard ravyn bill ax or some other good und sufficiente 
Inm bound staffe or weapon sallett or scull vpon everie one his head wh^by 
the better made able to lay hannds vpon and apprehend the disordered 
nyghtwalkcrs malefactours and suspicious psonns and to prevent and stay 
other Inconvenyencs and shall contynually vse to go and waike from place to 
place and through streit and streit w*''in the Boroughe aforesayd duringe all 
the tyme before apoyntyd for their sayd watche vpon payne to fforfeit and 
lesse to the Chamber of the boroughe for every default dewlye provid theis 
pains ensewinge,** &c., &c. 

" Ho, wtlchman, ho 1 
Twdve it th« clock I 
God keep our town 

From fire and brand. 
And hostile hand ; 
Twelve is the clockT* 
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In March 1776 an association was formed by a great number of the 
inhabitantSt in order to bear a proportionate part of the expense of prosecuting 
highwa3rmen, housebreakers, and other offenders against the law, who had for 
some time past infested the town and neighbourhood. The local chronology 
records the fact that on the 13th of March, 1817, "a patrol of 150 respect- 
able inhabitants has been appointed to guard the property of the town. Six 
of them, each night, will watch from eleven o'clock at night till daybreak." 
Again in September, 182Z, a public meeting was held at the Moot Hall, 
convened by John Harrison, mayor, "for the purpose of considering the 
propriety of establishing a nightly watrh, owing to the daring burglaries, 
misdemeanour*;, and other disorderly conduct which have recently alarm^ 
the inhabitants." W. D. Crewdson was elected president of the committee 
appointed to supervise the scheme. 

Tile first police officer, James Fawcttt. was appcjinted on November 2nd, 
1821, and Jatnts Carmdus, who succeeded him in August, 1823, was, for some 
years, the only one the town could boast of. When James Braithwaite, or 
" Jimmy HIackdrop," was mayor he once struck out at his ofiicer, which 
brought forth the following doggerel from Jimmy Wiggins : — > 

'* His wo»bip the mayor got drunk one day and struck at Carradus Jimmy, 
A lietter mmn there*! not in town III wager half-a-guinee ; 
For he and all his family they are honest and thejr are true. 
The only faolc hie worehip bat, Hwaa becauae he wai a Blue." 

But however wrell meaning our police officer was, his old watchmen 
appear to have gone from bad to worse, until watch and ward were little 
better than a farce. But the introduction of Sir Robert Peel's " peelers " or 
" bobbies " for London, in 1829, did much to remedy this. Acts quickly 
followed to facilitate lighting and watching throughout the country towns of 
England and Wales, and at last in 1835 the regulations for municipal 
corporations included full power to appoint by a watch committee, constables 
paid by a watch rate. 

^ , _ * « ^ On the south side of the inn there is a very narrow 

yard which, from its sunless aspect, is more generally 
Iwown as " The Dark Yard." So dark and dismal is it that the real name <^ 
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"The Golden Chan- 
Yard " strikes one 

as a curiously pic- 
turesque misnomer. 
My illustration of 
Railton's business 
card, issued about 
the year 17S0, is, I 
think, a sufficient 
clue to the origin of 
the name. 

In the ftont house 
John Carter, the 
plumber and tempe- 
rance advocate, had 
his office and work- 
shop, which are now 
tenanted by his snc- 
cessor, William Jack- 
son. To whom the 
T 

initials I I on the 

1760. 

spouthead refer to I 
cannot ascertain. 

PACfllMILB OP BuStNBSS CaRD. 

«_«^ » Or Jennings' Yard is named after William Jennings, 

a preacher amonj^ the Unitarian Baptists, and perhaps 
the stoutest and heaviest man tluit the town has ever contained ; circumstances 
which led to his sobricjuet of •" Bishop Jennings." He was a corn merchant, 
grocer, cheese monj^'er, and oh horrors I an architect as well. At least he 
was so to the Blue Buildings ; surely, as the Scotch would say, he must 
have been a man of pairts. At the time of the Lancaster cheese fair many 
himdreds of cheeses might be seen piled up in front of his shop at the head of 
the yard, so as to entirely block the pitrapct. and in a similar wa\', \sliilst 
engaged in stock-taking, the path was so tilled with barrels ot sugar and 



Cabinet. Chair Maker. and Tpholstercri 
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treacle as to preclude the possibility of getting past them without soiling your 
clothes. A prosperous man who gained for himself, so it is said, no great love 
from his neighbours by reason of his cornering and controlling, with ** Bull 
Andrews," the corn market, before the repeal of the com laws. However, he 
was a Blue, and that was quite sufficient to induce Jimmy Wiggins to write a 
poem on bis death in 1823, of which the following are a few lines extracted :~ 

<* The Term allotted for us Mortals here 

Is but a span, a few short fleeiing years ; 
When William Jcnninf^s closed a life ol care 
He left this wnrUi a belter world to share. 
*Tm frieadship prumptK thete lines, for he was true 
To Independence and the cause of Blue* 
IndustriouSt temperate* in his dealings fair ; 
or knowled^ he had got an equal share. 

His talents as an orator were Roofi, 

He spoke the truth, as every patriot should. 

The Union Buildings will an emblem be 

And hand his name down to posterity." — {Jimmy Wiggins). 

Just past the narrow gap which led to the Baptist Chapel there is a flight 
of steps which led up to Miss Duncan's girls* school. Further down in 
the croft there is a large building that projects out, formerly a cordwainer*s 
fiictoiy, carried on by William Ferguson and George Brown, and which has 
now been converted into tlwelling houses. The next building is tht* old 
Jenning's Yard Sunday School, establislit d in 1785, and kept in i&t5 by the 
worthy master, Thomas Atkin. The building was originally erected as a card 
school, where the boys were taught to set cards for the use of the woollen 
manufacturers. Beyond is a playground which, at one time, was part of the 
Abbot Hall Grounds. 

188 '^^^ ^ ''^ "^"^ w lu refore of tin diftcn nt lines of frontages that 

we notice so repeatt ijl) in Hi,i;hi;.(t(:. but iik'Il' L^jjcrially on the 
western side of tlic Butchers' Ruws, wcnld form in its<_>lf a most interesting 
study. Surely it inust lead us back to the early (ia\-s when the roads were 
ver> different from what they now arc. Days when there would be just the 
central hoti>e track, liordcred perhaps by grass or earthen side wastes. Jiach 
proprietcjr then would set up his thatched house wiihuut any thouf;ht for his 
neighbour or any line to dictate its bearing. Slight encroachments, bit by 
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bit, but who %ras there to say him nay. A street view up Highgate most have 
been a great temptation, both for business and idle pleasure. The most 
audacious built out, as we know, right into the road as far as the track would 
allow them. But such houses have long since been swept away to accommo- 
date vehicular traffic. The less bold, but wiser, pushed out just sufficient to 
gain their coveted side window, and I should think that these are they, or at 
least some of them, which so ddightfully break the monotony of our street 
lines of to>day. 

So here in this projecting shop we find not only the side window, but a 
doorway cunningl\' placed so as to aftord the j^reatest temptation to the passer 
by to notice and step in at. And o\er it there used to be, supported on the 
cornice, a pestle and mortar, an emblem erected when Edward Greaves had 
the premises iov a druggist's shop. When he removed to Stricklandgate, 
James Pennington entered in and carried on a grocer}- business, until he 
removed up into Highgate; and then W'lldtnaii, the predecessor of James 
Gibson, the present owner, converted the place into a butcher's shop. 

mx A an ^ ^an I have but scanty notes about thesc two shops. When 

the good old Inghamite, James Cookson, a tailor, lived 
in the fonntnv <^nd George Robinson, a cordwainer, lived in the latter, the 
doors were in the centre, with small and shabby windows on either side, but 
when John the son of James Cookson became owner about forty-five years 
ago, he rebuilt the fronts and placed the doorways where they are now. My 
only other note is that when Leonard Marr succeeded Robinson, he sdd 
cakes and spices upstair and small quantities of coal from his cellar below, the 
doorway to which is partly visible to-day. 

Yard 171 ^^^^"^ passing should notice the fine old cellar door just 
inside the entry. A door studded with iron nails and fastened 
with a quaint old padlock. Down the yard there used to be a most successful 
school carried on by old Mrs. Knipe at the beginning of the XIX*^ centuiy. 
She had both boys and girls under her care, and many of the former made 
their mark in the world in after days. Such for instance were WiUiam 
Bowness the portrait painter, WiUiam Garside the engraver and sculptor, and 
James Whitaker for many years the esteemed master of the Blue Coat 
School. 
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Beyond a j?ate\vay led out into the " long lonning," another of those 
cimoii? narrow piilfs, miirh frequented in days gone by, by those who h'vcd 
about here and in the Dowker Hospital, for gaining access to the river side. 

_ The next house was once a tavern under the sicn of " The Sun.** 

Hot 178* 

Here Edward Greaves the drnjj;:^ist first had his shop, and when 
he removed to No. 163 it W[is transformed into a private house of hewn 
limestone, where Edward Brown the coach builder resided for many years. 
It has now become a sub post office. 

„ .__ lliis old tumble down hoase which was once the "Seven Staxs** 
No. 177. 

tavern, is justly famed for being the first museum of William 
Todhonter. Started in the year 1796, it remained here until after 1800, in 
which year the Carlisle papers publish an advertisement respecting admission 
to it as follows :~"Wm. Todhunter returns his most grateful thanlcs to the 
ladies and gentlemen who have patronised his museum, and graerously 
contributed to it, and informs them that he has now been able to add many 
valuable specimens, and has re<arranged the whole systematically in two 
rooms, fitted up for the purpose and ornamented with shellwork, etc. He has 
now collected together Minerals, Shells, Petri&ctions, Incrustations, Ciystali- 
xations, Spars, Maries, and many curious fossils, Mosses, Ltchcms, and plants 
of spontaneous growth, a variety of Birds, Quadrupeds, Pishes and Coins, 
Medals, Antiques and curiosities originally belonging to Kendal Castle, 
sculptures from Furness Abbey, Basaltes from the Giant's Causeway, Musical 
stones from Kendal fell, and some curious specimens of mechanism, ftc, &c. 
Admittance, ladies and gentlemen i/- each; children, working people and 
servants 6d. each. Open from 7 a.m. till 10 p.m., Sundays excepted** 



Up the yard, No. 175, there is a second narrow entry, which is common 
in places of any antiquity, and. I can only regret that I have not had the time 
to illustrate this most romantic and picturesque comer. 

Dowka^B HlMipltaL ^ '^^^ certain whether the museum or the modem 

gateway which leads to Abbot Hall was the site where 
Georpc Wilson had his warehouse. Alderman Joseph Dawson, who was 
elected mayor in 1702, I find devised in the year 1722 to the mayor, &c., a field 
in Natland called Round Dale, containing one acre three roods and six 
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perches, and also his dwelling hoase and warehouse adjoining Mr. Geoige 
Wilson's, upon trust to dispose of the rents thereof towards the advancement 
of the charity and maintenance of the Blue Coat boys in Kendal, and. in case 
that charity should at any time be discontinued, amongst twelve aged 
housekeepers. 



RULES, ORDERS, 

A.NP 

HiQttlationji 

van 

SPINSTERS. 



I. Every Sir.mtrr rtlin sli.ill l>f .i.!ttK!;<-tI ir.Vj tliii Charitiibic Inntifu- 
tion, »ba.\\ reipiLirJ) rmiiic in itic Houte allutted to hor, and tUM nut he 
wiOoot ofatalitiiiff taava Inn tun pr men of Ik* TnwMe*. 



1. T}tf. SpinttrM «h.-«II rvi^Uirly attcn<t Divine Scnii c it i1 e I'arinh 
Chunh. on Sundays; aUo on Chriitn).-ts Day, Gixxi Fml;iy, Asieniiun 
l).>\. A^'l \\:-A,ir-~d..\ . N< » Yrar'a Day, tfee Bplpbuiy, mai Mich oilwr 
on anion* as the TruMw? may direct. 

i. The SpinMcrs (hail live quietly anil peaceably t«iKetbvr, aiui be as- 
riilwit to ««ck cUmt both In bMlih and lirkiNM. 



Dorothy Dowker, 
daughter of James Dow- 
ker the deputy recorder, 
who died May 15th, i8^i. 
bequeathed £3242 tti tlie 
mayor, &c., that they 
shrjuld " nominate six fe- 
males of good :in(l rhaste 
character, bom in Kendal, 
haviiif^ attained the age of 
fifly years, without having 
been married and whose 
situation in life should 
require some assistance 
and that they should hire 
or provide a home or 
building in the said town 
for their reception." In 
the year iJ^32, the trustees 
agrceti wiui the treasurer 
of* the liluL' ("oat School 
for the hire of Dawson's 
house, upcu which was 
hiid out a sum of £450 
from the funds uf the Blue 
Coat Charity, and the 
rent payable was fixed at 
£35 P*"^ annum. Both 
chaiiiies had the same trustees and so this easy arrangement was come to 
as being beiu hcial to both. Miss Maria Wilson au!:;mented the fund by ^1000 
in 183^ and by another £1097 ut hci death ui ibOj. On a uceiiouL taijict 



4. The .Spinsters shall wet-kly ck»a*Ct the fronts of their allotted 
Hon^cs, and carry the sKecpingt or nibbuh to the pl;u. c appointod. 

5. NoSptniteralull bava mxy t<o4g«r in ber heunt, utiUmt in caia of 
■idiMia.lttSraiily, or Maaathar caua, to faa aypaaved of t>y the IVus- 
teat; Bor iball any Spiaster have more ibaa aae kwlKcr, and that a 
female, in Jinv caw whatwievrr. 

& Tba Iran Gata ieadiac la tba Front Door of the Uoata aiUaiainR 
iba Sixact. ai alio the Iron tiata laadinr tkraitgb the PMiaga to the 

Otbar Huute* in the «.iii1 ['ri-misoi, an<l the Door leatlini; to the Kiver 
Sid«, thall not be opened bciorc Six o't lock in the Morning, nor st.nnd 
open .(fi. r S^ine o't kx k in the Etcnini;, Iron) T (.. M !■ hjelmas, 

yearly ; nor shall ihcy tie wpeoeU before Uay-brcak, nor stand open aftrr 
Day-cloM, Air Iba ranabHUff pan of tba Year. 



Ja$iMary ist, 183s* 



JO>KI'H .SWAIN.SON. Mavoh. 
TUUN. HOIMK MAI J>K. Smxiok Aii>««MAiir. 
JOHN HAiiKl60.N. ^fcMoa Au»i<rman. 
J. HUDSON, Vkam. 



HVnsON AND NiCIIOUON, PKIMTIIRS, KIMOAL. 
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are the Dowker arms, being A^ent a fess wavy between three ducks Sable, 
or as it is commonly put " Six ducks but never a drake/' and the date 1833. 

In a larprc upper room in the vard behind, a school master bearing the 
not uncommon nanie of Wilson formed an educational establishment, the boys 
of which, it is said, found their chief delight and recreation in pcrii idic al fights 
with Sampstm s b«>\s from the Chnrrh Yard School. " Lord Ilarrowby " was 
generally the cause of these contlicts, Wilson's Ujys defcadini:^ and Sampson's 
Lxjys |M rsLLiitiuf^ his lord>hip. Who Harrowby was and for why he was 
pHjrsecuteU i shall have cause to enter into when speaking about his house in 
Kirkland. 

Prom here also ** John Lough respectfully informs his friends, the public 
generally, and the mechanics especially of Kendal and Kirkland that be 
bas taken and intends, on the 4th day of February, 1833, to enter upon 
and open the schoolroom recently occupied by Thomas Skaife, where be ' 
intends to resume the arduous avocations of a schoolmaster. The terms 
of tuition will be, per week : — ^r^iding, 3d. ; reading and writing, 6d. ; reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, 8d. ; — 

•Who would not weep 
To see, for want of skill, the yuuthtui eye 
Vacant and dead, floaader from word to word, 
From page to pace* nor cull one tingle thought 
In all it« route 

John Lough seems also to have added to his labour by undertaking 
the gentle art of writing epistles and love messages for his clients at a 
moderate charge. He takes care, therefore, to add as a footnote to his 
[>r<)Spcrtiis tliat " persons ma}- place the utrntjst confidence in his not revealing 
the contents either of those letters that he may write, or of those that he may 
peruse for the pmpose of beini; answered." The Schoolhouse is now the 
residence of two out of the six inmates of Miss Dowker's Charity. 

... .... So named after the old house built on the church lands where 

Abbot Hftll, 

the stables now are, granted to St. Mary's Abbey, York, and 
which was probably the abbot's residence or place where he held his court. 
How the site became private property is not known, bat the present hall was 
built in 1759, at the cost of £S,coo, by Colonel George Wilson of Dallam 
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Tower. John Carr, Lord Mayor of York, was the architect. It is said tl»at 
the somewhat modern carriage way was made on account of an accident 
happening to a Duke's carriage in the narrow Peppercorn Lane, which was 
at first the only entrance to the Hall. 

Colonel Walk is supposed to h;ivv takt ii its nanu' from the Colonel's habit 
of walking there. He also widened the river on the east side, so as to prevent, 
if possible, the overflowing of the stream on tu Ids beautiful grounds. The hall 
was put up ior sale in the year 1768, when tlie eminent English judge, 
Sir Alan Chambre, purch;ised the property. He resided here till 1801, 
at which date it was again sold to Christopher Wilson, banker. Sir Alan died 
at the C rown Inn, Harrogate, September 20th, 1823, aged bj, and was 
buried in the Chambre chapel of our parish church. 

There are about six acres of beautiful grounds adjoining the hall, 
the whole of which were purchased by the Corporation in 1896 for the sum oC 
£'3,750, towards which cost the directors of the Kendal Bank for Savings 
contributed £2,500, in consideration of the pleasure grounds being dedicated 
and thrown open to the use of the public. The Bank Directors also caused 
to be erected a fireestone monolith fountain in commemoration of this, upon 
the four sides of which are representations of the intricate knots and bands to 
be met with on the best known runic columns in the dbtrict. 

• 

No 181 house of two stories, which has recently given way to Mr. 

Richmond's new erection, was at one time the residence of Dr« 
Wood, connected with the clever though savage practitioners known as the 
" Old Fiekl Lane Doctors " of Manchester. Once upon a time a little boy 
was taken to him by his £sither, with a dreadfully broken and bruised finger, 
whereupon the doctor, without saying a word, took up a large pair of 
common scissors lying beside him and ruthlessly clipped off the fingw, to the 
consternation of the poor fiither and the horror of many onlookers. As a 
veterinaiy he dealt with horses and other animals in the same strange manner, 
which often proved most offensive to the public feeling of the town. ' 

Oaloo<l SqmM. "^^^^ square croft with houses on every side was formed in 

the year 1759, when Colonel George Wilson rebuilt his 
Hall. In the Cumbirkmd Pacquet for July 25th, John Taylor, Esq., 
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advertises an estate in Westmorland in lots ; with lot 4, the Abbot Hal! 
" Square between the street and Wilson's b'ield, consisting of ten Dwelling 
Houses, a Cow House and Hay Loft at the yearly rental of £55," &c. 

Blindbeck runs behind the southern bouses, and on the front pavement 
there used to be, until 1822, steps down to the stream, where water could be 
got or yarn washed. 

In the last shop in Highgate, No. 187, there is a good oak staircase and 
some plaster work of considerable note. 
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WE must now return back a^ain opposite to the Town Hall bells, 
which, for want of more and larger apertures, throw out, strai^'ht 
from the teeth, as it were, their clang across the way. Tintinnabulations 
distracting all thought, defying all study, and which, in envying the deaf, 
make you to exclaim with the Frenchman : — 

•* Dislurbsn of the human race, 

Whoae charms arc always riofinK, 
I wish the ropes were Touod your necka. 
And yott aboat them awin^ng.*' 

The block of buildings at the foot of All Hallows Lane has 
been termed not inaptly, " the New Biggin of the present day,** for 

this unsightly comer is almost as great an obstruction in passing down 

the lane as the ancient original was in Highgate. 

The first draper residing here of whom we have any record was 
Joseph Clarke, one of the capital burgesses of the Corporation. He seems to 
have been a useful member of that august body, and on more than one 
occasion, in company with Edward Busher, collected all the town rates free of 
cost. In his day the shop became a rende;!:vous where gentlemen met 
to chat over the news that arrived by coach ; a pleasant place and jovial 
tradesmen, but a custom detrimental to his business. George Barrow 
succeeded and caused a sign board to be erected by which he announced the 
shop as the " Manchesf'"r nnd Bradford House," and when Roland Parke took 
over the business be altered the name to the " Manchester and Luton House." 
It is still a drapery establishment, and can boast of being the first shop to 
introduce bow windows for the display of the season*s goods. 

Ho, TO. beginning of the XIX'** century, a well known grocery 

and wine store business was carried on here by Simpson and 
Harrison. John Simpson is described upon his altar tomb in Sedbergh 
partsh churchyard as a " merchant of Kendal, died x8i8." 
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The junior partner, Daniel Harrison, had been a neighbour and compeer 
with the well known naturalist, William Pearson, of Crosthwaite, who spent 
a year of his life wnth this firm in order to learn the business. The path m life 
of these two friends, however, soon diverged. The one became a prosperous 
wine merchant in Kendal, the other a banker's clerk in Manchester. 

The next occupants in the samp h'ne of business were John and R. 
Thompson. At this tinio the simp windows were long and nhlong in shape, 
with a cellar door beneath each. I then find the shi>p to be let in 1828, 
after \vhi( h time John Parkin set np his ironmonger's business here. Parkin 
was a keen politician and a str mg protectionist, of whom it is recorded that 
when the repeal of the corn laws was celebrated in Kendal bv a prand 
procession on the 7th day of July, 1846, his was the only shop in the 
town that kept open. 

In October, 1863, Joseph Richardson started the first penny paper in 
this shop, the Ktndal Tiuus^ WestmorlaMd Reporter, and Lake District 
Advertiser, in opposition to the two old established papers costing at that 
time 4|d. The first issue on January 2nd, 1864, appears to have caused 
considerable excitement. Highgate was crowded by hundreds of people 
waiting for its publication, and no fewer than 2,064 pap€:rs were -sold over the 
counter between the hours of six and ten o'clock in the evening. For the 
further history of this paper see under the heading of " The Mercury Office," 
Finkle Street. 

mm Mt% High up near the cdling at the back of this shop there is to be seea 
a remarkably fine piece of plaster fresco surrounding the date and 
initials I.D.D. 1683, but to whom they refer I cannot ascertain. The ceiling 
is enriched by several embossed plaster flowers and a rich cornice. The iirst 
note that I can find of the old house is that in bygone days it was the " Queen 
Catherine Inn," probably so named as a tribute to the good lady born in oar 
castle. It was occupied by Agnes Tate until she removed to the ** Bine 
Bell," in Stramongate, and then by a Miss Brown. At the end of her 
tenancy it was sold by auction, a &te which again happened to it in the year 
1844, when William Wilkinson changed the sign to that of the " Queeo 
Victoria.*' 

"The Queen Home day, may pa!>s this way, and see our Tom and Jerry ; 
Perhaps she'll stop, and stand a drop, to make her subjects merry." 
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When Henry Mackreth bought the property the inn was converted into 
a grocer's ahop. However, he kept the licence, and what it rtill known at the 
"Roebuck Inn," up the yard, was opened by him. 

Mo. 62 ^^^"^ finiiterer's shop now t8» Alderman William Petty fonnedy 
lived until his death in 1792. Not only was he twice dected mayor 
of the borough, but he successively kept the " Crown and Mitre," " White 
Lbn,** and ** King*s Arms " Inns. After bis day the house was converted into 
a druggist's shop for Thomas Webster, and subsequently into Benjamin 
Broadbent's grocery establishment* Broadbent played the bass fiddle at the 
New Street Chapel, and carried on a painter and glazier's business in 
the Woolpack yard. 

No 68. house came Alderman Samuel Rhodes about the year 1830, 

where he remained till his removal across the way in 1835. 
Elizabeth Winder followed Rhodes in the same line of businr^s : and 
then Sarah Astley commenced a confectionery shop, who was followed by Mr. 
William Jenkinson. 

The next shop was the grocen,' and tallow chandlery establishment 
of William Kidd. He refronted the building with hewn limestone. 
But at the bep[inning of the XIX'** century I find that one Jackson kept 
a grocer s shop here, and concerning which the following extract from 
the Carlhle Journal is somewhat amusing. February 7th, iSoi: — "A few 
days ago a woman went into the shop of Mr. Jackson in Kendal and purchased 
a quantity of fine wheat flour, which she ordered to be put into a bag she had 
brought for that purpose. She then bought some of an inferior quality, 
but not having a bag to put it in she went home for another, without paying 
for either, but leaving what was thought to be the first bag on the counter. 
Not returning. Mr. Jackson was led to open the bag, when, to his great 
surprise, he found that his flour was converted into ashes," 

WMtmorland Bank. ™' ^"^^ J"^^' '^33, 

with a capital of £230,000 in 2,500 shares, and with 

John Gandy as chairman. The GaxeUe described the notes as being "very 

beautiful and quite out of the reach of forgers.** The present building, 

erected by the shareholders in the year 1834, is surmounted with a life*oise 
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bronze lion couchant, painted in imitation of the itone. How mudi 
handsomer it would have been without the paint 1 It displaced some very old 
property, amongst which was the shop of Barbara Gray, who seems to 
be almost as historical, in this district at least, as Bessie Bell and Maiy Gray 
of the nursery rhyme. But Barbara Gray's popularity with the lads and lasses 
of some 70 years ago seems to have been through the sale of her chief articles 
of commerce, the never-to-be-forgotten "ho-porth of aw macks," her tofiee 
" pigginbottoros," mint cake, and liquorice sticks that surrounded her, as she 
stood dad in dean bedgown and white cap. 

It may not be generally known that a gill of ale is localty called a *' Kitty*' 
in this town, and it is to the husband of Barbara that Kendal is indebted for 
this designation of one of its measures. At the beer shqps, whilst others 
called for their pints or quarts, Kitty Gray contented himself with his gill; and 
indeed it became so noticeable that, when only the smaller measure was 
wanted, the common call in future became for a " kitty-o>yal.** Barbara died 
in 1830 at the ripe old age of 88 years. 

— ... . The names of Collin Croft and Collin Field are probably 

imported from Scotland by persons of that name, and seem 
to indicate a common origin. The late Alderman Fisher inclined to the belief 
that the business carried on at the Croft may have provided the funds for the 
building of the suburban dwellin{:^. However, at best, this can only be 
considered a conjecture. I find it first mentioned in 1727, when there was 
" paid gd. to John Thornburrow for bringing wood to the Church from Collin 
Croft." 

On a building up the Croft was a freestone sculptured lintel, now in my 
possession, depicting a hare closely persued by two hounds, and wheiht;! 
or not there has been a public house known as the " Hare and Hounds " here, 
or whether it has, at one time, been a stone inserted for ornament's sake must 
also be left for future discovery to determine. 

Opposite to this stone was a malt kiln, which had two freestones acting 
as side jambs to a doorway, now in my possession, each being engraved with 
verses from the Psalms, and bearing the date 1699. Can it be possible that 
these oooe bdon^ed to the andent All Hallows Chapd ? 
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At the beginning of the XIX*'' century, all the coal came to Kendal 
in sacks from either Whitehaven or Ingleton, and was sold in open market 
beside the New Biggin. The first coal yard was commenced in i8ii by 
Joseph Robinson up this lane. 

■ 

Malt 8hov«L "'^'^ Shovel," with its rignhoard of a wooden shovel, 
such as is used by maltsters, was at first in the house at the 
head of the lane, and was then kept by John Nicholson, who removed the sign 
to its present site. It was put up for sale by auction in September, 1S53. 

Hadwin's ironsmith's shop was once used by Thomas Cornthwaite, and 
in the Cumberland Pacquei for Au^ist 23rd, 1796, I find the following notice of 
his death : — "On the 17th inst. at Kendal, aged 56 years, after a long and 
tedious illness which he bore with Christian fortitude and resignation, Mr. 
Thomas Cornthwaite iron-founder and whitesmith. Within these few years 
he obtained two premiums and one medal from the Society of Arts. He also 
procured a patent for one lock, which was attended with eminent success, and 
he was the inventor of several brass cased gate locks, acting upon principles 
entirely new and which are now universally approved of and generally used in 
most parts of the Kin^^'dom. The Royal Society allowed him to be one of the 
greatest mechanics in the iNorth of England." Mis tombstone in the church- 
yard says: — "The fame of this trul\ ingenious mechanic need not be stjundcd 
here, he hath raised to himself a more durable inonument in the many useful 
inventions by which he hath contributed to the good of mankind." 

Cxom Gnitor stream which now flows beneath Highgate just at this 

point and inta die Kent, used fotmMly to be an open channel, 
and, like a similar one at the foot of Capper Lane, was only covered 
over about the year x8zo. 

„ _ . The portion of this house which now projects outward is of modern 
date, but on its site projecting out further as far as the curb-stones, 
there used to be the smith and ferrier's shop of Cuddy Coupland, until his 
death in 1776. A person of the name of Salkeld also had a cordwainer*s shop 
here, but at ndiat date I do not know. 

Wo. TOl ■'^^ ®^ XVir'' century the site upon which this snug 

house now stands was pasture land belonging to one Nicholas 
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Atkinson. But it must have been soon after built upon, as I find that in the 
year 171 1 Joseph Dawson sold his messuage and tenement to George 
Longmire. From this period up to the year 1851 when John Grayson 
bought the freehold, the property has changed bands no fewer than 13 times. 



New Theatre was built and named after the immortal Shakespeare. It 
was opened on June 22nd, 1S29. and I have in my possession the first 
programme bill, annonncini; that the theatre will be upened with "a Powerful 
and Efficient Company, from the Principal Pro\inrial Theatres in the 
Kingdom, under the management of Mr. Stevens, from the Theatre Rn\al, 
Manchester. Previotis to the play of * Rob Roy," an a}»proj)riate Adihcss, 
written expressly for the occasion, will be delivered by Mr. Stevens in 
character, after which the celebrated National Anthem of r.on s.w k mik kisc, 
will be snng by the entir(.' of the Corps Dramatiqne. At the end of the Plav a 
New Popular Farce, entitled * the Green Eyed Monster' will be perfcirnied. 
Leader of the I^and — Mr. Cnthbert. from the Theatre Ro\aI, I'ldiiihnrgh. 
Admission — Boxes js., Pit 2s., and Gall iry is." Here the celebrated actor, 
Vandenhoff, played in " Hamlet," " Othello," and " King Lear," and here, 
too, Kemble and Keen have worked their art; but Kendal would have none of 
it, and so for five short years it lived, doomed before its birth to close its 
doors again. In the year 1834 the theatre was converted into a ball room and 
billiard room, and here a pnblic ball was held in March, i86j, to celebrate the 
Prince of Wales* marriage. 

The year following the erection of the stage, the " Shakespeare Inn " was 
built by Thomas Simpson of Watch Field; partly, it is said, to supply 
refreshment to those attending the theatre, and partly as a counterblast to the 
earnest endeavours of the Temperance Society, which at that time was makii^ 

strenuous efforts in the town. The keystone of the entrance arch bears the 

T S 

date ^g^^' This new inn, now set back in a line with its neighbours, stands 
upon the site of some old galleried houses, one of which projected a 
considerable way into the street, causing the old gateway into the Sands 
Ho^ital to feel right in a comer. Here Dolly Jackson lived and k^t a shop 
wherein she sold her sweets, being almost as great a fiivoarite ^th the boys 
and laaaieB as Barbara Gray. 



BhafeMpMUM Th«AtM and Inn* 



Six years elapsed after the closin^^ of the 
\\'oolpark Yart! ]i\ny hon>e, before the 
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This interesting old building for poor widows still presents 




Sandes Coat or Arms. 



its front to the street, and probably but little changed in 

appearance, although the wide wings were raised when the almshouses were 

rebuilt in 1852. The gateway bears the inscription in freestone, gilt, 
S. 

T. K-, for Thomas and Katherine 
1659 

Sandes, the founders; whilst an assumed 
coat of arms, combining the family 
arms with those connected with the 
shearman dyers, discloses the source 
of his property. The shearman dyers' 
arms appear to be — Argent, two hand^ 
cards vert, and a pair of shears chevron 
wise proper ; and the arms of Sandes — 
Or, a fess dancette Gules, between three cross crosslets fitchy. In the front 
windows over the entry are three diamond shaped panes with stained figures 
of implements of trade used by the shearman dyers. Sandes was a dealer in 
Kendal cottons, mayor in 1647-8, and founded the hospital and school on the 
6th of September, 1670, eleven years after the erection of the front building, 
supporting the charity himself in the meantime. 

The indenture says, " whereas the said Thomas 
Sandes hath saved a considerable share of his temporal 
estate by buying and selling of woollen cottons com- 
monly called Kendal cottons, and being mindful to set 
apart one convenient dwelling house within Kirkby 
Kendal for the use of eight poor widows, to exercise 
carding, spinning of wool, and weaving of raw pieces of 
cloth for cottons called Kendal cottons ; and for the use 
of a schoolmaster to read prayers to the said widows 
twice a day, and to teach poor children (Blue Coat) till 
prepared for the free school of Kendal or elsewhere. He, 
therefore, the said Thomas Sandes, grants to the said 
Corporation certain messuages and land for the purpose 
aforesaid. The widows to be of the age of 50 years or 
upwards ; three of them to be chosen out of Strickland- 
gate, three out of Stramongate and Highgate, one out of 
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Stricklandgate Roger and Ketel* and one out of Skelsmergh and Patton. 
Further, that if at any time upon a vacancy there should be no widow in the 
said Stricklands, Skelsmergh, and Patton, it should be lawful for the trustees 
to choose a single woman of good reputation, and a worker of wool, but who 
should not be allowed to many.** 

By deed dated roth September, 1670, the mayor, aldermen, and 
burgesses of Kendal appointed Robert Kilner and Anthony Reck, their 
attorneys, to accept seisin from the hands of Thomas Sandes of and in 
the premises called Kidpe Bank, Baxton Holme, and Kettle Croft, omitting 
tho burgage house in Hiphpiate (which appears to have been then occupied by 
the widows), and also omitting the premises at Wasdale Head. 

In the same year i find that this burgage house and tenement, with two 
gardens and a croft in Highgate, were of the ancient yearly rent of sixteen 
shillings. Concerning the moiety of the property at Wasdale Head, I find it 
was held by Christopher Crackenthorpe under the yearly rent in the whole of 
98. lid. It was purchased by Thomas Sandes from Thomas Gilpin of Barker 
Garth in Yorkshire. But when the Charity Commissioners visited this part in 
1815, they reported that the moiety had not been in the possession of the 
trustees for a great number of years. It was stated that an action was 
brought by a Mr, Brown, the owner of the other moiety, against the trustees, 
and that he recovered the property. The Commissioners, however, could 
learn no particulars of this transaction, excepting that in consequence of the 
law suit the widows' houses were for a time shut up and not re-opened again 
till the time of the Rev, Thomas Symond's incumbency (1744 — 1789). 

The founder also bequeathed a library which, by subsequent contrtbations, 
has been increased to upwards of 400 volumes. Amongst these are several 
works of the fathers of the third, fourth, and Bfth centuries, with volumes of 
the Greek and Latin authors. Any person is allowed to read the books in 
the library, but no one is suffered to take them out, and such care was used 
for their safety that those left by the founder were, iw a length of time, 
£fistened to the shelves with chains just long enough to enable the reader 
to take them to the table; but this insulting and suspicious precaution 
has been long since discontinued, nor are the poor aged widows any longer 
expected to cany on a manufiwtoiy of " Kendal Cottons." 
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In the entry is an iron drop box recessed back in a niche with the initials 
T.S. raised upon the lid. Over the niche there is a large stone bearing the 
inscription " Remember the poore," to which at some later period has beeo 
added in modern letters the words " Remember the poor widows.'* 

The following extract is from the CunAerkmd Paequit for June 7th, 
178s: — "The following convictions and penalties were inflicted last week at 
Kendal on different offenders, viz,» Sarah Bradl^r, wife of Samnd Bradlqrf 
weaver, convicted of selling cotton and worsted materials intmsted to the caie 
of her husband, to be imprisoned 14 days and publicly whipt. Jane Procter of 
Stainton, on turning informer against her accomplices and giving up four 
gowns, the materials of which were bought of the said Sarah Bradley. 
The gowns were given to four widows of the hospital in Kendal." From this 
and from the following ectracts it would seem that between the years 1784 to 
Z792 the widows were considered paupers 

1784, March 9, Frances Bellingham of Sandy's Hospital, pauper, aged 37. 

1785, December 7, Agnes HUerton of Sandy's Hospital, pauper, aged 87. 

1786, January 31, Mary Farrer of Sandy's Hospital, pauper, acred 73. 
1792, February 9, Elizabeth Pennington of Sandy's Hospital, pauper, aged 85. 

Amongst the orders set down to be kept by the widows and schoolmaster, 
there are several for the internal management of the establishment. Amongst 
others it is ordered that every widow shall remain a widow upon pain of 
deprivation if she marry; that the schoolmaster shall pay the widow's 
allowances and deduct therefrom 6d. every quarter for each widow, so as to 
raise in every three years six shillings a piece towards the buying for them 
new gowns, and that he shall make up the deficiency ; that he shall take care 
of the library and shall not suffer any books to be removed therefrom, bat 
shall keep a catalogue and shall suffier men of qualify and learning to have 
free access thereto; that he shall inform of evoy offence done by the said 
widows, and shall be careful to keep the house of manu&ctuie and so much of 
the premises as the under tenants are not bound to do, in good repair. 

Beyond the round arched entry was a square court with low roofed 
cottages for the widows, four on either side and a large building at the end. 
almost similar in design to the front house. On either side of the square 
entry leading through to the gardens beyond woe reoeptaoies ixx firing stn£^ 
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reminding as of ft clanse in the founder's will that each widow should have 
brought her in the week before Christmas a good horse load of wood by the 
tenants of the bequeathed premises in Skdsmcrgh and Strickland Roger. 

On the north side of the same entry an oak staircase led upward to the 
"Great Room/* where was collected the library. But as I have said, all 
these old buildings have now disappeared, and in the year 1852 they were 

rebuilt on the north side only, with the library in the centre of the row. On a 

S 

tablet are the initials and date T K 1659, rebuilt 1852. Outside the iron 
gates which have taken the place of the original wooden tloors, whose heavy 
lock?; were always {lushed to and bolted at ten o'clock in the evening, 
formerly stood a pul)lic weif,'hinp; machine under the window at the right 
hand of the entrance. W'ithin, a punip stood in the S(]uare near to the 
master's kitchen, which doubtless would be put up when most of the other 
wells in Kendal were sunk, about the middle of tin? XV'III"' century. Previous 
to this time it is probable that all the requirtxl water was fetched down from 
the horse spoilt and fountain which stciod just outside the gateway leading on 
to the Garth Heads from the master's garden. 

Mr. Sandes died on the 22nd day of August, 1681, aged 75, and there is a 

beautiful white \ eined marble iTKinument to his memory in the church. It con- 
tains a highly eulogi.stic Latin epitaph which, as translated concludes thus: — 

He departed, he did not die. for he cannot die, 
Whilst virtue is in men, or history records its praise. 

Alan ! Alas I 
Perinhable marble may be silent; 
But, than ail marble more lasting. 
And tJian even the Egyptian pj^mid more enduring. 
He built for himself a monument. 
An almsbonse for Poor Old People." 

^, ^ - — - - In the Buke of Rtcordc there is an entry of an order 

made at a Court of the Mayor and Aldermen, on the 
25th day of March, 164 1, " Whereby on tonsitleraticjn of the great number of 
children resorting to the hee school, which doubtless did hinder the perfecting 
of many and that the Usher was much burdened and surcharged, it was 
ordered that the Usher should not teach or admit any child not capable to 
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read the psalter, or that could not read some Eagli^, but dxMild ^SatSkfH 
such as learnt in the Horn Book* A.B.C. and Primer.*' 

It would seem therefore^ that it was in consequence of this order that W 
worthy Thomas Sandes founded this school to teach and instruct poor 
children gratis that should come to the master to be taught, at such times 
as other schoolmasters did teach, until they should be fitted for the Free 
School or elsewhere. Soon after the school was thus commenced in 1670, 
there is an item in the churchwardens' books of money being spent " for 
formes whereon to seat the sixteen charity children." No doubt at first the 
school would meet in one of -the front rooms, but as time went on and the 
numbers increased, it was removed to the " Great Room " where was the 
library. The instruction seems also to have been extended to girls, for in a 
memorandum it is stated that " nine poor girls were taught there in 1714 by 
Isabel Fisher." 

It was in this year that Vicar C'rosby and a highly public spirited body of 
subscribers commenced to clothe the scholars in blue, and by the year 1723, 
the donation list was so extended as to enable the number of children to be 
greatly increased. 

We have no information as to who filled the post of first schoolmaster, 
but die NewcttttU journal for January loth, 1747, gives a most eulogistic 
reference to Enoch Le Tons^, master of the Charity School at Kendal, who 
had suddenly died during the previons week. His soooessor was Thomas 
Mackreth, <^ whom it is recorded on his gravestone in the churchyard, that he 
was 40 years master of the Hospital and Charity Sdiod and that he died in 
1787. The next master was the Rev. Thomas Airey, who was here only for a 
short period, prior to his incumbency of Selstde, and he was followed by a 
little deformed man named John Briggs, who died in early life. In the year 
1795, a slip of ground was taken off the master*s garden and a building erected 
thereon at a cost of some £200^ for the boys to learn weaving and card 
setting in. The work was done for the boys own benefit, some of them 
earning thereby from as. 6d. to 3s. a week. The Rev. John Hudson, however, 
being treasurer to the school, put a stop to the custom, and one can only 
suppose, for some financial reason. John Taylor followed as schoolmaster, a 
Useful man, who continued Wharton and Pennington's TM* Cktmtsk^itA 
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Events from 1S02 to 1823. His gravestone records that he died in 1827, aged 
54 years. His siicctssor, Williain Lewthwaite, held the mastership for ten years, 
and then James Whitaker followed for a period of more than forty years. 

When the Commmoners made their report in 1815, there were 40 boys 
and 30 girls all clothed in blue, at an expense of £150 a year. After the year 
1838, by reason of a bequest of 500 guineas from Edward Burrell, a poor 
FeUside lad, who became a partner in a Liverpoi^ bank, the trustees were 
enabled to increase the number of boys to 45. In the year 1849, the school 
was once again taught in the "Great Room/* when the building higher up 
the court was greatly improved by the removal of the weaving shop floor, the 
mtrodnction of new lancet windows and an mtrance porch. 

In the year 1886, under a scheme of the Charity commissioners, this 
school and the Grammar School (founded in 1525) were magcA into one 
trust, and a number of free scholarships established in lien of the clothing and 
(Miner education. 

At the north corner of New Inn Yard, James McNaught, a master 

Ho* 98e 

a»ich builder, had bis show rooms. The front walling having been 
removed so as to cause the space wherein he kept his handsome coaches to be 
open to the street. McNaught carried on a most prosperous business, so 
much so, that the old folk used to say that, " although his name was McNaught 
he macks a good deal." Edward Brown succeeded to him. 

_^ _ _j The Cumberland Pacquel for August 4th, 1795, gives an 

account of a corn riot tliat took place in the yard, when 
the carrier's warehouses were broken into and two cart-loads of oatrneal 
stolen therefrom. These old warehouses marked on Todd's plan, formed a 
large square, and were only removed with a disused malt kiln in order to make 
a building site for the Zion Chapel. 

Old ZkMI flhnpri ^^'^ chapel was built upon the site just above referred to, 

in 1844, at a cost of about £1250, and opened on the i6th 
of October for the Rev. Dr. Guthrie, who seceded from the Presbyterian 
Church upon Morisonian views. In May, 1849. the Ktv. William Taylor of 
Glasgow became minister, and the church so prospered under his caxe that the 
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building very socjn bccnmo too small for the conc^rcgaiion. New galleries 
were erected, and later on in 1862-3 the building was doubled in width 
to accommodate some 800 people. 

The Sunday school was first hdd in the Oddfellows* Hall in 1843, the old 
chapel then being in process of building, and, on its completion, the school 
wss moved into the low room underneath. 

„ The next house is the " New Inn," now no lunger new but 

Vttv lull* 

outward!}' little altered, if we except tlie reino\al of the old 

latticed panes and the substituiinn of the modem sheet glass. Internally it is 

low, but has had, at some time, many good rooms, the black oak Hoors 

of which are pegged. In the kitchen is an old oaken cupboard carved with the 
F 

mitials and date I A ; and there is also some decorated cornice work worthy 

1658 

of being scraped free from its Innumerable coatings of lime-wash. Here was 
born the eminent English judge, Sir Alan Chambre, in 1739 ; and here, too, 
his grandfather, Alan, died in 1744, and his father, Walter, in 1753. Sub- 
sequently in 1766 Sir Alan purchased Abbot Hall, and abandoned this family 
house with its " spacious entrance ball, transome windows, and fine garden 
extending to the Garth Heads." 

The house must have, very soon after Sir Alan's day, become a public inn, 
ibr wefind in the year 1796 that the Friendly Society held its meetings here, and 
in October, 1802, the inn advertised to be let by ticket as ** all that large 
and convenient traveller's and carrier's inn, containing in front 22 yards and 
in depth 10 yards. On the ground floor is a large kitchen, three parlours, 
a pantry, and other conveniences ; on the upper floor is a good dining 
room and bedchambers that will contain hftcen to sixteen beds ; with 
a brewhouse, cellars, pump, and back yard, two stables containing forty stalls 
and hay lofts above them. At the same time will be let by ticket a large entire 
yard with a good pump and eight new built stables to contain hfty horses 
occupied by carriers, and two warehcmses close adjoining, occupied by London, 
Leeds, Wigan, Liverpool, and Carlisle carriers; also a coach house and 
granary." 

In xSll George Chamley, proprietor, advertises a light post wagon from 
Manchester to Glasgow and Edinburgh, arriving at Kendal every day. Both 
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of which advertisements serve to shew that in the days of pack horses 
and stage coaches the " New Inn " must have been a not unimportant house. 
My last note is that it was put up for sale on the 25th day of September, 1819, 
when it was in the possession of Mrs. Burton, together with the extensive 
premises behind in the occupation of William Bnusfield, Francis Webster, 
and others. " Mr. James McNaught, the owner, upon the iHremises, will 
show the same," &c., &c. 



In the old house that stood upon this site, Hugh Holme, Deputy 
Recorder, of Highgate, Attorney-at-law and Postmaster, residt d. 
His portrait, by Romney, is in the possession of the Corporation. He died on 
Dec ember 28th, 1765, and in the Newcastle Journal for January l8th, 1766, 
Mrs. Holme advertises to be sold to the highest bidder, " One of the largest 
bouses in Town, fit for a family in genteel life. The Parlor, the Lobby, the 
Dining Room, and the other rooms on the Ground Floor are spacious and 
handsome, the Kitchen is large and full of conveniences, witli a Pantry and 
three Cellars, the apartments on the second floor are perfectly neat and 
elegant, the rooms over them are well lighted and fit bedchambers for 
Domestics. The House is situated in the best part of the town, the front has 
a striking appearance and the whole is in complete order. There is a brew> 
house, wash-house and other offices with convenient rooms over them, four 
Stables and other stabling with a Granary and an exceeding good pump in the 
yard. The Garden is walled round, planted with a variety of fruit trees, and 
terminates with a pleasant Summer House on an eminence that commands an 
extensive view of the Town and Country adjacent." 



It is said to have been rebuilt about the year 1770 by a Quaker gentleman 
named Prixley Smith, who died on the 22nd of March, 1817. Subsequently 
it was occupied by Justice James Wilson, whose daughter was married to 
Christopher Wilson of Bank House, afterwards of Abbot Hall and Rigmaden 
Park. The next occupant was Isaac Braithwaite, drysaltcr, following whom 
came Alderman Samuel Whinerey, who resided here during his mayoralty in 
1843 and 1849. When the Borough Surveyor, Crayston Webster, purchased 
the property, he again improved the fruntage and converted the old square 
entry into the present rounded arch (said to be lath and plaster) beneath 
which the wooden doors have ever kept out intruders from time immemorial. 
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A little further south is the two storied building with iron railings in front. 
It was formerly the residLntu' of Samuel Milton, :i linen draper who had 
(.■xien'^ive warehouseing in the rear. Close to w;is Benjamin Newton s, the 
Kirkby carrier, and Betty Wilsf^n's, a confectioner, while at No. 68 ^^'as 
Cuthbert Coupland's smithy. The consecutive situations of these several 
shops and places of business su^tjested to some wit to String the names 
together into the following popular rhyme ; — 

** Cuddy Cottpland* smith and farrier ; 
benjamin Newton, Kirkby carrier ; 
Barrow and If ilton, linen drapers; 

Josscy Lockey, periwig maker; 

Hetty Wilson, bread (Kendal wigb) baker." 

It was up this yard that Gascoigne Barker, a girth manufacturer, 
had his warehouse, which was subsequently turned to goo4 
account by Edward Wakefield as a meeting-house for the Plymouth Brethren 
to meet in on week days, the Whitehall Lecture Room only being used by 
them for their Sunday services. 

Here, in 1716, lived the Deputy Recorder, Thomas 
Higihgate View. ^. ' /„ , ^ *^ ' 

Shepherd of Natland Abbey. 

No IMi ^^'^ stands an ancient house of two Stories in striking 

contrast to the two lofty buildings on either side. It projects 
further on to the parapet than the Conservative Club, but it is in a line with 
the iron railing, and also with the end wall of the last house. It was formerly 
covered with thatch, and to this day can be seen the weathered tabling to a 
diimney-stack on the Clnb gable, which was also the flashing line for the 
steep-thatched roof. 

Formerly this was the residence of John Ridiurdson, cabinet maker, who 
erected the old church pulpit, reading-desk, and clerk's pew in 1757. And here 
was born his gifted son John in 1774, who, as an architect-joiner, designed 
amongst other things the Methodist Chapel in ifto8, the Shakespeare Theatre 
in 1829, the Castle Street Infant School in 1830 — for which, by the way, he 
received the handsome sum of as architectural cotnmission — and Town 
View in 1832. 
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From all accounts, he seems to have been a remarkable man, possessing a 
great memory, astute at mathematics, and fond of his profession. The 
following characteristic lines, written before death by a friend for his epitaph, 
so pleased him, that, at his wish, it was placed over his remains : — 

** My earthly house has 

fallen to decay, 
The base was shaken, and 

the walls gave way ; 
The pillars that had borne 

its weight for more 
Than fourscore years, 

were mouldered at the 

core ; 

The rafters crumbled, 

and the light was faint 
That crept in at the win- 
dows old and quaint ; 
While seam and crevice 

in the tottering shell 
For years let in the wind, 

when down it fell ; 
The roof-tree, stiong and 

sound, being last 
To topple beneath the 

resistless blast. 
Then, past repairs, I 

looked for no new plan 
Whereby to have rebuilt 

the outward man ; 
But calmly waited, with 

the world at peace, 
Nor would, when death 

approached, renew the 

lease ; 




Mr. and Mrs. John Richardson.* 



But humbly sought for my departing soul, 
Beyond the grave, eternally a place. 
Where it might still the grand creations trace 
Of God, the first great ArchiUct of all." 



Yard 110. 



Through the entry is a building, approached by steps, which was 
at one time the Mechanics' Institute. 



Bank Houm. 



This building, which is now the Conservative Club, was 
formerly occupied by John Whitwell. It stands upon the 



• Tlie above interesting illustration was taken May i xth, 1864, by J. H. Ho^^, Mr. Richardson beinu on 
that day 90 years old, havint; been born at Kendal, May 13th, 1774. His wife was born at Lancaster, 
February 9th, 1776. Tbey were married at Kendal Church, August 23rd, 1806. 
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site of an ancient house occnpied in the upper storeys by what used to be the 
" Dyers' Arms," beneath which was Joseph Whitelock*s pmwig shop and 
Asbridge's shoemaker's shop. This "Jossey" was father to the cdebiated 
pastor of St. George's Church — ^the Rev. William Whitelock, who, withoirt 
doubt, was the most popular and zealous preacher that Kendal had in those 
days. 

At the present time, when the wig is no longer worn by the leaders of 
lashiott, we cannot fully realise the important place it held in bygone times. 
Professional, as well as fashionable people, did not dare to appear in puUic 
without their wigs, and they vied with each other in size and style. These 
curious erections were introduced into this country about the time of the 
" Massacre of Paris,** but they are not often alluded to until the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. Some twenty years later they became popular. 

Charles II. forbade, we are told, " the members of the Universities to wear 
periwigs, smoke tobacco, or read their sermons." The members did all three, 
and Charles soon found himself doint; the first two. Women, as well as men, 
called the periwig-maker into requisition to add to their charms, the hair being 
curled and fri/zed with considerable care, and false curls added under the 
name of " heart-breakers." 

In the palmy days of wigs, the price of a full wig of an English gentleman 
was from thirty to forty guineas. On the 5th of May, 1795, an Act of Parlia* 
ment was passed taxing all persons a guinea for using powder to their hair. 
Pitt was in power, and, being sorely in need of money, hit upon this splendid 
plan, which in the first year produced no less than £210,136. A number ctf 
persons were exempt from paying the tax, including the Royal Family and 
their sttvants, the clergy with an income of under £100 per annum, and many 
military non-commissioned officers and privates in the army and navy. 
Fortunately the custom did not long continue in use, for in 1779 it was almost 
entirely abolished on account of the high price of flour, caused through the bad 
harvests. 

** Their hoarded fcrmin conlrmctoiB span, 
And ttarve the poor to beavtily the hair.** 

Indeed, it is wonderful how the custom lived at all, for when we consider that 
at least a couple of hours were required for the arrangement of a single toupee 
or tower— that a head so dressed was rarely disturbed for ten days or a 
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fortnight, and that it was impossible to lie down without disarranging the 
structure the hairdresser had raised on a framework of wire, plastering with 
pomatum and disguising with powder, it needs no stretch of imagination to 
realise what great discomfort the line ladies of the last centuiy were willing to 
put up with. In 1869, the tax on hair^powder was repealed, when only 600 
persons paid it, producing about 1,000 per year. 

" Jossey " \vas sore distressed at being turned out of his old shop, where 
he had been for more than a quarter of a century, and reluctantly removed to 
a small house (since rebuilt) at the foot of thi Xmv Inn Ynrd, ni xt door to a 
n li brati il character — Keggy Pearson, a clock dresser, who .ilso kept a mangle! 
He died October 4th, 17:^0. but what became of his neighbour — the pious and 
exemplary man — Joseph Asbridge, shoemaker, we are not told beyond that he 
died on March i6th, 1795, aged 48. But to return to the present building 
raised upon these antiquated shops, I find that it was built in the year X787 by 
the Rev. John Wilson, of Hel5^inf^ton, who was Prebendary of Durham and 
Bursar of Trinity College, Cambridge, and who died January 12th, 1791. 

It is said that he got his plans from Cambridge, that he was his own 
architect, that there were no builders' contracts, and that in ccnisequcncc the 
house took so long to erect that the reverend gentleman declared Kendal 
building to be even " dreer than college work, and tollcge work dreer than 
church work." The ceilings of the drawing and dinin;^ rooms are both painted, 
one subject representing Anthony and Cleopatra and the other a Scripture 
subject. 

The Club, which' was founded in 1877, when the fortunes of the party had 
sunk to a very low ebb, at first met in some rooms on the opposite side of 
Highgate. The two elections of 1880, so quickly succeeding one another, lent 
a fresh impetus to its growth, and veiy soon their rooms proved too small, 
whereupon die present building was leased, converted into suitable premises at 
a cost of £i,soo, and opened in November, x88i. 

•^^ ^^ Cross House **** middle of the road on 

the top of Highgate Hill in the days of pack horses, 
and when vdiicular traffic was unknown. But when at last it had to be 
removed, it was walled into an old house which formerly stood on the site of 
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this buildiiig. Here Christopher Penton kept his post office, and wiioi he 
rebuilt the premises in 1812 Fenton seems to have given strict orders to have 
the cross preserved. But, alas t out of ignorance or contempt, it was broken 
to fneces, and the stone used for walling purposes. (See KemUU Mercury, May 
26th and June 9th, 1877.) The ancient Roman Catholic custom of halting 
funerals at wayside crosses to pray for the souls of the fiiithfiil departed still 
survives opposite this house to the present time. 




Mo. 11& 



At the back of this house, which is 



VuiTHoss* Coat or Anns. 



set back a little from the road, 

there is a stone car\'ed with the Vintnors' coat 

of arms, vis.: — chevron between three barrels, 

two and one, surrounded with the inscription 

P 

" The Vintnors* Armes," and above W A 

1677. 

The letters have been oripinally gilt, and 
partially remain so still. Whether or not this 
has at one time been a public-house cannot be 
ascertained, or to whom the initials belong. 



The modern sash windows replaced the small diamond panes about 1862. 
Brewery. 



The house was boilt by a member of the Dsllam Tower &mily, 
probably as a town or dower house. The arms of Wilson, 
impaled with those of Crowle, are still on the leaden qpout-head in front of the 
property. The arms of Wilson are: — ^Atgent, three wolves' heads couped 
Sable, vnlned in the neck. The crest, which is to be seen at each jmnt of 
the pipe, is a hand grenade ; but this is not the crest of the Wilson family* 
although it somewhat resembles it. The same error of a hand grenade is 
noticeable over the entrance to Castert<m Old Hall. The Wilson crest is a 
Crescent Or, thwefrom flames issaant (uoper. 

Here resided at different periods, William Whitwell and William Mark. 
But in the year 1853, the gardens were built over for the new ale brewery ; in 
1864 the beautiful renaissance panelled dining room was converted into an 
office, and the kitchens became a cooper's shop. The British wine business 
of Messrs. Whitwell, Marie ft Co. was -established in 1757, and they have 
cellarage accomntodation here now for 40,000 gallons of wine, 
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This fine old house, with a flight of freestone steps mounting 



northwards to the front door, was were John Whitwell lived, the 
grandfather to the late member of Parliament of that same name. 



Mo. IM. 



Here the bene- 




volent William 
Holme lived, and with his 
ever-present kindness he 
caused two seats to be 
erected, one on either side 
of the entry, in order that 
travellers might stop 
awhile and take a rest. I 
have found pleasure, 
therefore, in illustrating . 
this bit, not so much for 
its architectural beauty as for the beauty of his kindly thought. 



Mo. lae. 



Here was born, in the year 1823, the eminent engineer, William 



Johnson. Having early displayed a taste for mechanical 
pursuits, a situation was obtained for him at the cotton manufactory of 
Messrs. Ainsworth, of Preston. There he remained studying the structure 
of the various machines within his reach, improving bis knowledge of 
practical engineering, until the year 1843, when he entered the office of a 
civil engineer and devoted his life to that profession. Contributing articles to 
the mechanical papers of the day, he soon attracted the attention of the editor 
of the Gkagew PraetktU Mtcktmu^s and Enginea^t Magaxine, who oiered htm 
the sab^itorship of that journal in 1845. That periodical having been given 
up in 1848, Johnson, young as he was, had the enterprise to start the PnuHcal 
Mtehamc*s Jmmud entirely on his own responsibility, which he carried on with 
very marked success for many years. Soon after he undertook the business of 
a Pfttent Agent, and as this rapidly increased and required more attention than 
he could possibly give to it, he took into partnership his younger brother, John 
Henry Johnson, who opened a branch office in London. William died at 
Glasgow on the loth day of June, 1864 ; and his brother, who for the last 
forty years had carried on and increased the business, has only just passed 
away in the month of March, 1900. 
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Here is the house where Dr. Ainslie lived until he left Kendal, 




with the remark that the " inhabitants were too healthy to 
require physic. ilis feelings on this matter arc well told in the following 

story, which ap- 
peared in the Cum- 
berland Paequitfat 
September 6th, 
1785 : — "An emi- 
nent physician in 
the neighbourhood 
of Keswick once 
paid a visit to a 
foreign physician * 
then residing in 
Kendal. In the 
course of conversa- 
tion, Ainslie, for it 
was he, was asked 
how he liked his 
situation, to which 
he replied that, 'as 
a gentleman, I am 
very well suited. 
It is a social, cheer- 
ful neighbourhood, 
the countrv is not 
deficient in natural 
beauties, there are 
fish in its waters 
and game on its 
plains; but, as a 
physician, it ap« 
pears to me no 
ways alluring. The 

* Everyme whose gnndfather was not born in Kendal is considered a foreigner, uitluder, or 
' aoUmt a alnageff ' cfM lo this day. Such isth«inh«featcoMervative nature of a ' 



Djr Hia M A J G ST V'« Roya) Avl-HOttTTt 

TOTHlJf. A,ci: I* COM* 

Dodrefs W O O D, 

(rrom J. O, N D O N) 

rraaitioftef in Phyfic and Midwifery, 

WHO, "-Y miny T-ltt ficpcrlcorr, Ij« injintJ rhc itt loJ V pnw1cJ;7r nf cu- 
ring maftcuriblf didcmpm i^.t Irrt i i il,r huiv.i'\ budr. She givr» p«- 
\\tnti her wince <l firfl fieht, by i.iformin^ thtm wlicthcr Ibrif iilf.-iV'« «rr nri- 
U( fit MttMl4will M tuc than in hand if incur«Mr, nii iin;r <:riiilii)c'ra'i"n 
mcrt ilt.Mi|ighSnni tocwjronc wki is acnukintod with .".r.ihii h« lulc um n 
ft ^fjtaA » her mlow cremrti, joiticalaHjr in ihtt charii.Me wnrk sf ctv 
HK fifhl M dtafe wDo tfc tloioA MM, in which hn fttaicc hat, hj COfr* 
Mrtfin^, h*en Mtedded wiA *efy (jfesi fanxfi. Shr nir<» *wini1t in p»rf rf 
Ihc bodjr, lilcm, rinorr*, kinK'i-ml, oc old runninf; (mn. She Ibi« j lpe«dy inJ 
ncrrr-fiiliiiK turr ff>r ihr M->n)t Pux, .id fonmllj.in r,i». Slir rurf» tKr pr»vrl 
mkI fliinr, tnA :>\ rn\nntr nf ilr>frtd», (VrfJTidcd the Jrun nf I'lc ctr i\ H'--. hrokr-ni 
(•rrsl miml^r» of p«pjf *Ko hire brrrt <Snf mJny *ra-- ' ivf Ixm hrt»iii;lit lolhrir 
MrfcO hf«rin< hy her. She eitrt* the »r>ir, th.>i r,t , l .ng conttnuinct, in « 
lime. She cUrn ihc kitrtj, rbounaUlm. yHlow j lundkc. hyMtric dit, or (it* 
i4'tlwMh<raiid/|ilen,anicMi ciiMikrMr«c«: •ndthofewfteliatcMkilieulir 
nT tiMir limbt, hy Ml* «r «Acr*ift^ Ac itlom n ihrir foTM aft hi a Ih^ 
like ciMt enach*, MnfumrddM, inmnl deciytt rickcM iiicMMwii,nMiMm,gr 
hraktnbeniniiiynanitoriid. 'Rli« 6irtt fimriM tini iiikf. Mo liwd or M nn* 
In *.->« piri of the fnt or ton. She turn hilr-lips frslJ he»d«, and wem. She 
fii! /ilfo a fpeedy and nerer-faitirtg rate f.* the rrnrrAil ififrs!?, and cutr* it itir„,-h 
"t «Tr rilonp a «>nliniiinrf, in I vrrv llviri limr. She lu« alio » fanicKJi r 
tinr for the ti>yh-»c}i, which cure* all dKoi Jrr* in ihc ln'>tnh aivd frumi, and .n j • w 
tioM ufinj will he fcnfibly pcrcehfed ; anJ wish a lutlc coniinn«n«' will prrrVcily 
OR ihc tcanf ta the Rnmt, and take off all difif^rreahh' fmcll frgru ihr t"i »i I . 

impm the true Scoci pillv utd Mfafa ot Asm, wholcOk or reuil. <■ a re*- 
fonablc price, flhe hM Oh • Cmmhi nflrisi ftvMlrayfaw wmm «««« 

~ »u .-J i p aM^— 1,--^ ^^^^ ^ [■■■llllll ) III 

n~ I .id great praftice, altMod with ptm. iwxA in auoT de^eniC Cifa i tlknv 
n. n r n hand but whcm (be can perfefily cure.— ^y apply fooa, ft0t I WKf hM* 

bmt to prepasc tor the opentiofi, and fee the cute peifciriDcd. 

N. B. Yon nay ha«c aajof ibc »!w.t mr»;icli rt ■v.\'-n thr hill ii aUci for^ 

iJUUTRESS WOOD. 



Rbducbd eon or Handbill. 
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natives have got the art of prolonging life without the aid of botusstusses or 
electuaries. By a plaster taken inwardly called thick poddish, they preserve 
themselves from the various diseases which <>hake the human fabrict and 
slide into the grave by the gradual decays of nature.' '* 

Neverthdess, it would seem Uiat after Dr. Ainslie's time— t about 1790 
—a certain Doctress Wood did not possess sach a &ith in our porridge* for 
she came down from London to settle amongst us as a most marvellous 
practitioner in physic and midwifeiy. I have before me her handbill* sur- 
mounted with a gorgeous di^lay of King George's arms, which I here 
illustrate. 

_ The house next but one to the north corner of Captain French 

Lane is built upon the site of an old iiin, which stood 150 years 
ago, known as the " Bear and Ragged Staff," with stables and brewbouses 
behindj where Messrs. Hayes and Parkinson's workshops now are. 

This* at one time popular sign is the crest of the Warwick fimiily* 
and originated in King Arthur's reign, when Arthgal, first Earl of Warwick, 
was called by the ancient British '* The Bear," for having strangled such an 
animal in his arms ; and Morvidius, another ancestor, slew a giant vritb a club 
made out of a young tree, hence the femily bore the name ** Bear and Ragged 
Staff." Thus in Shakespeare's play of ** Henry VI. " Warwick says : — 

" Now, by my father's badge, old Ncvil's crest, 
Tbe rampant bear chained to the ragged staif. 
This day I'll wear aloft my burgonet.** 

Fran«di Laa« speed's plan of 1614 this lane is called Rotten 
Row, or Routine Row, so named because the 
procession of " The Host " was taken by that route in burials from Soutergate 
to the old cemetery at Kirkbarrow* 

Subsequently it took its present name from a Captain John French who 
lived here, and was churchwarden in 1660, and who, perhaps, rebuilt most of 
the houses in the lane. Up this lane is the " Rock Tavern," which has an 
oak dado made out of the Parish Church bench ends. 

Before this house became a tavern it was occupied by " Aggie Pepper " 
and her brother, whose employment seems to have omsisted in manufikctuitng 
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a strong kind of Kneo thread, commonly called "Noggey wife/* an excellent 
pcodnction, which supf^ted .most of the looms in the neighbourhood. After 
this it beoune the woollen and cloth manufiictoty of Caleb Metcalfe and Sonsi 
a business which rapidly spread out into large warehouses in the centre of the 
town, dyehouses by the riverside above Stramon^te Bridge, and spinniDg 
mills at the Low Mills and Old Hatton. 

In Edward Whitehead's will, dated 23rd July, 1732, he bequeaths "my 
burgage house, messuage, or tenement formerly called and known by the 
name of Captain French House, and now by the name of the " Golden Lioo," 
standing and being in Highgate," but whether this was the same inn as the 
" Rock Tavern " I cannot determine. 

_ ^ __ ^ This stream was first known as Well Syke and then as 
' Buttery Well. 

^ I'ke two houses at the south comer of the lane were 

Noa« 184 and loO. 

built fay John Davidson of Hill Top on the site of some 
old weaving shops. He bought the property in 1797 from Archibald Elliot, of 
the '* High Front," in Kirkland. He married the sister of Mrs. Masterson, 
who kept the " King's Arms ** hotd for many years. 

flHlHttlpfttn. street was opened out in the year 1888, and displaced 

some interesting property. One was a large house occupied by 
Thomas Brocklebank and his sister, which had previously been the " White 
Swan Inn," an appropriate sign, as Mr. John Watson happily remarks, 
expressive in the thought of how fond this bird is of liquid and how all her 
food is procured from it* Another house was occupied by Edward Metcalfe 
and Archibald Elliot. 

The house recently vacated by Dr. lUiffe was fortneily the town residence 
or dower house of the Lcyburncs of Cunswick Hall, probably after the 
old Abbot Hall had become uninhabitable. It seems that many of the 
neighbouring gentry required such a town house to which they could remove 
wheiTi the wintry roads became irksome for frequent communication with the 
town, or to which, when a son inherited a countrj' seat, the widow could retire. 
James Wilson, attorney, subsequently resided here, ai d after liiiii his daughter, 
Miss Maria Wilson, who, loving and beloved, full of years and great goodness. 
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gently passed away in December, 1863, aged 91. The KmM Cknmiek for 
April 4th, x8i8, reports that "The Quarter Sessions for the Buigh of 
Kirkby*tn- Kendal were held on the 2nd instant, at the house of James Wilson, 
Esq., Deputy Recorder. Tb»e was no busine^ of importance.*' Or was it 
hurried through in order not to interfere too much with the host's hc^itality ! 
There are several anecdotes of an eccentric nature extant concerning 
"Turaey Jimmy," as the wealthy solicitor was popiilatly called, especially 
rdating to his strong Tory principles, which led him to glorify his party and * 
amuse the Liberal Blues by promenading evecy fine afternoon up and down in 
fiont of his house dressed in a bright yellow dressing gown,' and farther 
adorned with slippers and cap to match. His stately fnneral is rend««d 
historical as being, I believe, the last occasion upon which door motes were 
employed in Kendal, for, during the days tiiat the body lay within, two such 
stood upon the pavement, one on each side of the doorway, in black robes 
and cmpe hanging from their hats and staves, as motionless and silent as 
statues. An emblem of grief indeed, but, thank heaven, a custom now gone 
for ever ; forerunning that happier day when all such pagan thoughts and 
senseless pharasaical mourning will be laid aside. Over the doorway is a 
splendid specimen of a carved fanshell hood, probably of oak, but it is now, 
and has been for many decades, covered with increasing coats or paint. Oh 
tiiat the landlord would realise the elegance of its beauty, and, by removing 
the paint, disclose to view the handiwork of some painstaking artist. 



Wilson, hosier, and bearing upon a spout head the initials q |y{ Here the 

late Roger Moser resided, with the offices of Messrs. Moser, Son, and Arnold 
np the yard. 



lUtadlMiiik HftmOi 



Adjoining is a substantially built fi onse, facing north, 
with its back to the beck, erected by Christopher 
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" Far from God, but near His Temple." 



WheTov^ Ood erMtto a hoiiM of prayer, 
The devU Is sure to Imlld « ohapel th«M.'* 
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ROSSING Blindbeck, we leave the old Borough of Kendal and eater 



\^ into Kirkland, which, being out of the Mayor's liberty, was much 
resorted to by the poorer tradesmen, not free of the Corporation, because they 
could not aflford to pay the necessary £io for the privilege of setting up 
business in the Burgh. The Hon. Fulkc Greville Howard, as Lord of the 
Klanor of Kirkland (being part of the Lumley Fee) held a Customary Court 
twice in each year. 



is called " Blind." Cornelius Nicholson prefers to derive its name from the 
obacunty of its source, its feeders being lost in the fissures of the limestone 
rocks of Gilling Grove, "unless it be derived, "-he says, "from the Britisli word 
Blaen," signifying a point or extremity — i.e., " the town-end beck." At one 
time — see Todd's plan — the beck flowed openly across the road, with but a 
narrow bridge wide enough for one cart to pass over, and with a parapet wall 
on cither side only about a foot high. The bridge was rebuilt and widened to 
the full width of the road in 1823. 

The first house in Kirkland on the east side was where Matthew Case 
tived with his protcgy^oor "Lord Harrowby.'* Harrowby was always 
dressed in spotless attire, hence his title; and spent his time either in flicking 
off the dust from his black doth suit and hat* or in rushing up and down the 
pavement in front of his house in pursuit of some imaginary foe, returning with 
the full pride of a conquering hero. 

^ Two doors lower down, to the south of the yard still called by the 
aame, was the " Old Ship '* standing recessed back, bearing the sign 
of a ship with full sails set. It seems difficult to account for this name, which 
is more commonly met with on a quay side ; and one can only imagine some 




Dr. Burn describes the origin of this little br(»ok as one which, 
having but a small current and, as it were, seeking for a passage, 



Digitized by Google 



KIRKBIE KENDALL. 



sea&ring captain settling^ down here with hard-earned savings — probacy from 
the neighbouring port at Milnthorpe — and setting up "just one more house" 
for the thirsty souls of Kirkland. 

l'iif( ittmiately. there is no date attached to a will in which Abraham 
Garnett, of Bcethwaite Green, devises to his son William, of Kendal, " all that 
messuaLTc and tenement situated in Kirkland, and known by the name of tbe 
' Old Ship Inn/ " 

The questionable glory of this last-named inn departed when the " Black 
Bull " opposition house — kept at different times by Kit Ion, Ben Hard, and 

old Adamson — was 

opened immediately 
across the way, with 
its pictorial sign of a 
life-si/ed head and 
neck of the ferocious 
animal. The old in- 
convenient premises 
could not compete 
with the more respec- 
table-looking build- 
ing which had risen 
up against it, and 
thus the "Old Ship" fell to pieces, and in its place "Betty Shaver," the 
female barber of Kirkland, set up her business. Using the vaulted cellar at 
the back of the shop as a warehouse for coal, she retailed out to her 
neighbours baskets full of this commodity, and cleansed her hands upon the 
lathered features of her " next-turn " chin. 

^ The triumph of the " Black Bull," however, was not of long 
duration, for next door to Betty Shaver's establishment was soon 
opened another estaminet, and apparently a popular one in that day, which 
sported upon its sign the hand and arm of a man holding a bird, whilst 
opposite was a bush containing two other birds, with the couplet beneath : — 

" One bird in hand is better far, 
Than two that in the bnshei are." 




uiyiiizea by Google 



KJRKLAND. 



«57 



On William Braithwaite leaving the '* Ring o* Bells" for this house, the 
name was changed to that of the "Royal Oak," and when Joseph Steele 
bought the property the license was taken away. For some years after it was 
known as " The Home," hy reason of the late Mrs. W. D. Ciewdson partly 
supporting and allowing to live rent free several aged females here. 



Cappar hmnm. 



Capper, Cappcl, or Chapel Lane is one of the oldest bye- 



ways of Kendal. Record seems to point to all the cottages 
as having been at first thatched, two of which, covered with four feet of straw, 
probably the accumulation of some 150 years, were still existing in the year 
181 5. Two others were also standing at this time, one in Wildman Street and 
the other on Far Cross Bank. 

In the early church registers the 
name of Thomas Capper, of Kirkland, 
frequently appears, and it is very pro- 
bable that he either built or purchased 
the property, and thereby gave to it its 
name. 

The spacious building within iron 
gates, still standing on the south side 
of Capper in a tickl called " Hogey 
Field" — so called from a favourite 
horse named "Bogey Rattler" — used 
formerly to be a foundry kept by Miss 
"Polly" Comlhwaite, of Collin Croft. 

There were formerly two or thrt-t! 
public-houses up the Lain-, such as the 
"Fat Lamb," the " Rule and Scjuarc," 
and the " Blue Anchor" (1732); whilst 
another, standing in 1763, was called 
the " Boot and Shoe," with a sign 
representing an old cobbler stopping for his last with many waxed «ni$ hanging 
down, under which were the following lines : — 




I'm stooping fur my last, 
And looking fur my end ; 



He that spends a penny wi' me, 
I'll take him for my friend." 
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KirKbar roil/ iQuart 



I illustrate liere aod on tin 
previous page two curions 
bits of cottage arcfaitectme, 
one at the gable end of Cran 
Lane and the other imme- 
diately behind. At the head 
of the Lane near to the Wdl 
Sike stood a chapel, how 
dedicated or by whom 
founded cannot be ascer* 
tained. The Little Roods, 
evidently so called from a 
cross standing there, is re- 
puted to have been a borial 
ground to the chapel; and, 
when making the foundation 
for a house built by John 
Swainson at the comer of it. 
a quantity of human bones 
forming an entire skektoo 
were dug up. 



Anohorite Houae and Well. 



Speed, in his map of 1614, engraves the 
name as " The Ankeriche,*' which seems to 
have been a walled indosure with rows of trees, and the Parish Clerk m his 
burial registers variously spells the name thus : — 

1770, Richard, son of John and Ruth Nelson of the Anchorage. 

1771, Edward, son of John and Ruth Nelson of Anchoress. 

1772, Ruth, dauf;htcT of John and Ruth Nelson of the Anchor House. 
1805, the wife of John Nelson of Anchor Hous. 

1833, James Birkett, spinner, Anchorite House* 

Ages have passed away since the death of the recluse, whose abode by the 
well side first gave a distinctive name to this placid pool ; yet the spring stitt 
bubbles up, fresh and pure as when its waters were deemed holy, and pilgrims 
came hither to drink to be cleansed from their sin. 
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Spencer's beautiful poem of a " Hermitage " is truly deseriptive of this 
place 

'* A littte. lowly hermiuge it w^a* 
DowD in ■ dale little wide 

There wee a holy chipei edified* 

Wherein the Hermit dewly went to say 

His holy things each morn and eventide; 

Thereby a crystall streame did gently play, 

Which from a sacred fountaine welled forth alway." 

There is a pleasant legend about this place well worth repeating^ here. It 
was towards the end of the reign of King Bdward III. that an Anchorite 
appeared in Kendal in the habit of a palmer, with the crossed staff, the robe, 
and the broad flat hat decorated with a cockle shell upon his tanned and 
withered forehead, which denoted that he had been in the Holy Land. Nobody 
oiqoired who or what the pi^rim was, for the class were as common as 
commercial travellers are to>day ; but> althou^ he lived on the humblest fore, 
he bestowed much money in alms on the lepers and licensed b^gars who 
infested the highways, sat before the cross houses, or hung around the church 
doorways. After a time he busied himself in collecting stones from the fellside, 
and having porchas«l Ismail piece of land from the Abi)ey of St. 'Maiy's 
at York, he constructed for himself a hovel, furnished with the rudest and 
simplest materials, and took up his abode by this spring. But gossip and 
curiosity soon began to be aroused concerning the stranger, who had laid aside 
his staff and changed his pilgrim's weeds to assume a coarse white cassock of 
Kendal doth, and who was always busy cultivating the ground attached to his 
cell by the well side. The anchorite was deemed a holy man, and the spring 
became the resort of the afflicted, who fondly thought that its pure waters and 
the prayers of the hermit, versed in the healing arts of the East, were capable 
of performing mtrades. At last he fell sick unto death, and confessed to Father 
Ralf the story of his only love. Long years gone by, his Blanche was all to 
him, smiling upon and sharing his every dream of happiness, embroidered his 
scarf, and wrought the blazon of his knightly pennon when be won bis spurs 
by capturing a Scottish chief. They never spoke of love ; theirs was no lip 
worship. The two souls intermingled, as it were, by instinct, and both were 
blessed ; until one day, whilst staying at Kendal Castle, an usurping brother*s 
love niamd all* His Blanche was lost to him» fear succeeded to freiu^, and 
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that same nif^ht he concealed their bodies beside this well. Selling his patri- 
mony he assumed the cross, hoping to lose his burden by warfare afjainst the 
infidels; but on his return he was again attracted hither, and built his 
hermitage over the relics of his only love. So did Father Ralf confess him, 
and by means of the ho:ir<l he left behind, masses fur the soul of Jnlien dc 
Clifford rnntinued to be said in Kendal Church till the period of the 
refonnation. 

Tradition says that the bee-hive hut was built in the year XZ76, and that 
the narrow mad which led up to it made two spiral circles aiound it» th« 
fences of which concealed ♦hp dwelling from the gaze of passers-by. The 
present house was built in 1771 by Alderman John Shaw, who let it to 
various tenants; \V. Carrndns. a soldier in the jgth Highlanders at Waterloo, 
was born here in 17-^4. Shaw married Elizabeth Grcenhow, and latterly it 
has been the property and residence of John Greenhow. 

Near by is a small mill, which John Ecclcs of Kirkbarrow House used in 
1798 as a spinning mill. He was the first in this neighbourhood to spin yam 
by water power, all the spinning previously having been done at the spinster's 
own house, the mills being only employed for the fullillg of cloth and rasping 
of dye woods. §ubse<iuently the mill was used by Isaac Riggc & Co., card 
makers in Captain French Lane, for a wire mill. It has since been osed for 
grinding bones. 

The^ream from this interesting Well could be more easily traced befoie 
being covered up than now, so that it is well here to record its passage. At 
first flowing down that part of Capper Lane called Cop Beck, along one side 
of Anthony Yeates' garden, and passing through his entry, it takes a sharp 
bend.to the right, along a two-foot square culvert covered with heavy flag^ 
stones, till it reaches the spot where the old smithy stands, opposite to the 
Church Schools. Here it crosses the road, running along the Glebe House 
garden, around the corner of the porter's lodge, and down into the river. 
Leading from off this main waterM'ay were two other, but artificial, branch 
culverts, one crossing the street in front of and down the Lane beside the 
" Ring o' Bells Inn," and the other, leaving it at the acute elbow, crossed into 
Hogg's Yard, and down into the Abbot Hail grounds. 
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In bygone times these brooks formed an important part in the street life 
of the day, for as they passed along Kirkland there used to be some four or five 
iron lids» through which the women could pass down their buckets to fill them 
with the pure water. Oh I the frolic and youthful pranks that gathered around 
these spots, and the chattering of women as they gathered in their canfuls of 
necessary water. And oh I should a lid at nighttime be left displaced, the 
danger to the unwary and the chill to the backbone when a bruised limbfiaund 
itsdf knee deep in the cooling waters ! 



Hot. 15 and 16. 



At No. 15 there is an old black stone let in over a parlour 



firegrate, bearing the date 1668. No. 16 was formerly the 
"Woodman Irm," whose sign seems to have been one of peculiar merit, 
represL-nting a venerable woodman bent with age going to labour with his axe 
beneath his arm and followed by his faithful dog across the snow. 

Here about 

may Pole. 

was the 
town*s maypole, around 
which the boys and girls of 
Kendal have laughed and 
sung throughout many 
gladsome dajrs. When 
cutting the gas main 
trenches in 1825 .the 
workmen came upon the 
stonework which had se- 
cured the foot of the pole, 
just a little to the north 
of the door leading to the 
old '* Wheat Sheaf Inn." 

The ancient ceiciiiony 
of maying and morris- 
dancing was celebrated 
here by processions parad- 
ing the streets immediately after simrisc, the boys with their " May gads" 
(willow wands twined with cowsli})s), and the lasses with their " brats " full of 
flowers, young and old singing in chorus " We have brought the summer home." 
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The origin of the chief customs and superstitions connected with the 
holiday may be traced back to an annual gathering held in honour of Maia, 
the mother of Mercury, at Ostia, a town situated some sixteen miles from 
Rome. This festival in later days was incorporated with the feast of 
Flora, which commenced on April 27th, and lasted several dajrs. Both men 
and women participated in the sports, and all who attended were decorated 
with garlands. Over the doors of dwellings were branches bearing fruits and 
flowers, and the gallants of Rome cut down young trees and brought and set 

them up before the 
houses of their mis- 
tresses. By degrees, 
however, the forests 
became denuded of 
young growth, so 
that to prevent this 
destruction it was 
ordered that a taU 
shaft or pole, orna- 
mented with gar- 
lands, should be sub- 
stituted, and from 
this practice comes 
our English May 
pole. But when the 
Puritan power be- 
came dominant in 
1589, the local au- 
thorities were called 
upon to suppress " May-games, bull-baits, and other enormities.*' When 
James I passed through the country in 16x7 he issued the femous document 
known as the " Book of Sports.*' This was re-issued, with a new pre&ce, by 
Charles I. in 1633, by which His Majesty came to the assistance of his pleasure 
loving subjects, and declared that *' after the end of divine service his good 
people be not disturbed, letted, or discouraged from any lawful recreations; 
nor from having May-games, Whitsun-ales, and Morris-dances, and the setting 
up of May poles." A few years later Parliament again showed its disapproval, 
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and in 1644 issued an order in which it is stated " because the profanation of 
the Lord's day hath been heretofore greatly occasioned by ^^ay poles 
(a heathenish vanity, generally abused to superstition and wickedness), 
the Lords and Commons do further order and orduia that all and singular May 
poles that are or 
shall be erected 
shall be taken down 
and removed by the 
constables and 
churchwardens of 
the parishes, where 
the same shall be ; 
and that no May 
pole shall be here- 
after set up. erected, 
or suflcrcd to be 
within this kingdom 
of England or do- 
minion of Wales. 
The said officers to 
be fined five shill- 
ings weekly till the 
said May pole be 

taken down." ^ ^ Vv"^«$'*<::' 

iMAY Folk. 




After the Restoration the May ptjle was once more raised in the land, and 
remained with us in Kendal until the \ ear 1792, when it had to be removed to 
accommodate the vehicular trathc. The festival, however, still lingered for 
very many years, the young people assembling; in the Vicar's fields on ICastcr 
Tuesday, and after spending the afternoon there they returned through the 
streets ** threading grandy needles,** 



" Come, lasses and lads, take leave of your dads, 
And awa)' to the May pole hie; 
For every he has got him a she. 
And the iiuMtrel*t standiiif by. 
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For Willie has gotten his Jill, 

And Juhnny ha«! got his Joan, 
To jig it, jig it, jig It, 

Jig it ap and down. 

* Strike up.* tayt Wat, ' Agreed,* laya Kate, 

' And I prithee, fiddler, play ' ; 
'Content,' says Hodge, and so u>i Madge, 
For this is holiday. 
Then every man did put 

Hia hat off to hit lass, 
And eveiy firl did curchy, 

Curchy, curchy on the pmia. 




' Let'a kiaa,* aaya Jane, * Content/ aaya Man, 
And ao aaya every ahe; 

• How many ? ' says Batt, * Why three,* saya Matt 
* For that's a maiden's fee.' 
But they, instead of three, 

Did give them half a score, 
And they in kindness gave 'cm, gave 'em, 
Gave *tm aa maay more. 
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Then after an hour they went to a bow«r. 

And played for ale and cakes ; 
And bistea, too»~->antil they were due 

The lasses kept the sialtee. 
The girts did then begin 

To quarrel with the men ; 
And bid *ein Uke their kinea back, 

And give them Ihdr own an^in. 

Yet there they aate, until it was Ute. 
And tired the fiddler quite. 

With singinti and plajin.g, without any paying. 

From morning unto night. 
They told the fiddler then. 

They'd pay him for hia play; 
And each a two pence, two pence 

Gave bim and went away. 

' Good'night/aaya Harry, 'Good-oiisht/Bays Marj', 

• Good night.' ^ay" Ho'ly to John : 

* Good-night,' says Sue, ' Good-nighl,' says Hugh, 

* Good -night,' says every one. 
Some walked and some did ron, 

Some loitered on the « ay ; 
And bound themselves with love-knots, love knots, 
To meet (he next holiday." 



Hoa. 25 and 27. 



After passing Yard No. 




23, in the illustration 
of which will be noticed an iron bracket 
hook for supporting one of the ancient 
oil lamps, you come to an old house, on 
the three leaden spout heads of which are cast the arms of the Lamberts of 
Watch Field, viz.; — Argent, a chevron Gules between three lambs Sable, a 
chief cheque Azure and Argent. In the middle of last century, one William 
and Charlotte Lambert lived here. 

The late T. Bindloss, twice mayor, occupied these premises and resided 
over the shop, nntil he built his re^dence at Castle Green in 1848. Here, in 
former da}-s, Thomas Braithwaite carried on the business of ironmonger until 
his death in 1822, and with him lived his sister, Margaret, " dispensing 
ble^ngs unnumbered by her genuine Black Drop." Thomas* brother, John 
Airey Braithwaite, a surgeon at Lancaster, daimed to be the original inventor 
of this Westmorland and North Lancashire drug and ''specific for all 
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ills," and after his death the secret receipe and manufacture passed into 
his sister Margaret's hands ; and after her decease it became the property 
of her niece, Hannah, whose will caused so much commotion. 

One curious circumstance attaching \o this great cure-all, capable 
of allaying all pain and of stimulating the droL)pin!;» energies, a> wt^ll as 
the reverse process of reducing excessive act i\ it\' w\\ -u uiululy excited, is tlie 
fact that it was manufactured solely by Quakers, whose chief characteristic is 
quiet placidness. 

Ann Todd, a Quakeress rival, residing in an old house up some steps in a 
yard behind the "Commercial Inn/' advertised in x8ti that she "has long 
been in possession of the original receipe, and continues to prepare and sell 
• The Genuine Quaker's Black Drop ' at Kendal at is 6d a bottle, being aboat 
one-tenth the price and snp'rior in quality to the article advertised by a 
member of the Royal College of Surgeons." 

Poor Ann Todd died in 1820 at the age of 72 years, and in the following 
year another rival turns up in Hannah Backhouse — ^also a Quakeress— who 
advertises ** The Original Black Drop," prepared by her from a receipe of a 
medical practitioner— a Friend — who resided at Bishop Auckland a hundred 
years ago, and which has been in the family for over 60 years. 

It seems to have been a very concentrated drug, one drop being equal to 
four of laudanum, and generally consisted of opium, 4 ounces; juice of quinces, 
4 pints, digested with gentle heat for three weeks ; then with the addition of 
saffron, cloves, nutm^, and cinnamon (an ounce each), it was allowed to digest 
a week longer, be strained, and the liquor evaporated to the consistence of 
syrup. This simmering process must have been very uncongenial work, (or 
the fair women had to w^r masks to prevent the fumes impairing their 
complexion ; and, in order to preserve the secret, it had mostly to be done at 
nights, when servants had gone to rest and neighbours did not call to interrupt. 
Weird and witch>like in the gloom, these masked figures in grimy gowns flitted 
about and tended for four weeks their, as Macbeth hath it, slowly boiling 
"hell-broth'* charm. No wonder, then, that the original Original and 
genmne Genuine Quakeress* Drop " was sold at los. for a small phial of about 
four ounces, with an additional is. for duty. 
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A narrow entry used to exist between here and its 



southern neighbour, which accounts for the now 
blocked*up side windows on the ground floor. 




The central house in this charming block of three was partially 
rebuilt by Anthony Yeates early in the XIX*** Century, and from the 
hct of Pembroke House having had at one time south attic windows, it would 
seem that the upper storey of this house, which so mars the continuity and 
beauty of the block, was added then. 

John Richards (afterwards Yeates) lived here when he was appointed 
Mayor in 1836 by the Reformed Corporation. He died at Park f^ead, 
December 23rd, 1847, aged 51, and was buried in Heversham Churchyard. 
There is a stained-glass window in the Kendal Church, erected by his son in 
1865 to the memory of his parents. 
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It is said that the iron railings in front of the house came from Dallam 
Tower, having been given by Mr. Wilson, at whose house Mr. Yeates was a 
constant visitor. 




No. 82. 



Tucked away behind the 
corner of the last house is 
to be seen " the glory of Kirkland." 
It is true that the place has been 
terribly modernised, but the old fr iot 
parlour— denuded, alas ! of its ancient 
furniture — is little altered. And, if 
iny strong epithet is still taken in 
question, I would ask the reader to 
seek permission and enter up the 
entry to beliind the house, and whilst 
there gainsay me if they can. Throujih 
the garden and beneath the entry runs 
the clear brook from the Anchorite's 
Well, 



Nos. 34 and 36. 



No. 3J, K1RR1.AXD. 



A somewhat mod- 
em house adjoins 
to the south, which was built on the 
site of an ancient dwelling projecting 
out considerably further on to the 
road, and which is said to have been 
the tol^bar for collecting the manorial 
tolls. In to the gable of this modem 
building has been built in a date-stone 
Y 

1563, which probably came out of the 
earlier erection, as it seems that the 
family of Yeates owned this house also^ 

On April 21st, 1772, it was ordered 
and agreed by a great majority of the 
churchwardens at their public meeting 
in Kendal Church that the bouse 
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belonging to Thomas Harrison, attorney-at-law, situated at the churchyard 
side, be forthwith hought at the expense of the parish, and pulled down and 
laid to the churchyard. The following items appear in the accounts: — 
1771, paid to Mr. Joseph Swainson towards the purchase of the house, £^2 ; 
1773, paid to Richard Wilson for lease on the house, los. ; paid to Joseph 
Swainson for lent money, £10 and 5s. interest. 

• w ■ This ancient school was founded by Adam Penyngton, 
of Boston, Lincolnshire, who by Will, dated 20th 
March, 1525, devised £io for the term of nincty-ei^ht years, to be paid as a 
btipend or wage for the findini; of a priest, heinf^ an able schoolmaster, to 
teach a Free School in the town of Kendal, to be paid out of certain lands in 
the County of Lincolnshire. 

King Edward VL, in the year 1548, appointed some Commissioners to 
take order for the maintenance and continuance of the schools and other 
foundations, whose revenues were vested in the Crown. They " ordained that 
the Grammar School which long before bad been kept in Kirkbie Kendall, 
should there be continued, assuring the master there to have for his wages, 
yearly, the said £iO'*' Upon a complaint being made by the schoolmaster in 
1 557 that his stipend had been withheld, a decree was made by the Barons of 
the Exchequer that the same should be paid by the Receiver of the County of 
Westmorland, with all arrears. The revenue of the school was further 
augmented by a decree <^ the Court of Exchequer, made 12th of May, 1582, 
reciting that two several stipends of £4 12s. zod. each, hitherto paid for the 
maintenance of two curates now no longer needed by the Vicar, should be 
allowed in augmentation of the schoolmaster's wages. 

Miles Philipson, of Crook, by indenture dated the 26th of January, 15^8, 
gave and granted unto James Wilson, Alderman, a parcel of ground, being 
part of the grounds belonj^ung to Abbot Hall, together with one house standing 
on the said ground for a Free School, " for godly and virtuous education, 
instruction, and institution of youth of the said town and parish of Kendal, in 
grammar and other good learning." The school was built by public 
subscription, and the Boks off Kecorde gives a list of donations towards the 
fund between the years Z582-8. Besides these, Earl Ambrose and the 
Countess of Warwick gave towards the building "six £Eur oke Qrmber trees," 
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and the inhabitants gave balks of timber and planks ; whilst others gave 
by leading stones. 

• 

The fomous Bernard Gilpin most willingly in "godlie zeale,** as he himself 
says, bore his part in raising the school, as appears from the following letter, 
which can never be too often quoted : — 

** To his verie lovinge rreindes io Cbriite, 
■MStcr Alderman of Kendall and hU brctli* 
rcn geve these in Kendall. Mosic due 

commcndacouns premised I am ri^htc glade 
to heart- that your podlie suite for a grammer 
schuolc is like to come (o a ^ooA ende and 
so >oone as I lihal be certified yt H is well 
ealabliiihed I shall moste wiUioglie per- 
iournie my profflisse with suche spede at 1 
may convententlle. Bat I am m over 
charged with manye paymentes as this 
bearer can certifie you that I staundc nedc 
to have a iniarlers uarninge to prmide 
for ary payment. And although your 
schoole shoulde not come to a pcrfcctioaii 
accordinge to your firste determinattoun 
yetc for ye godlie scale you all beare to 
learninge and for ye great charges wch I 
thinke you liavc ahedye sustaynrd I will 
beare a parte with yoii as shal be thought 
convenient. And thus trustingc bothe lo 
heare from you and to write to yoa agtiM 
shortlie at better Lqpsure I praye god pn* 
serve you all and prosper your good and 
godlie workc to his honour. At Houi;htoo 
this XXVIll"* ot June Ao. 1582. Yourea 
alwaye in Christe to his power. 

llBBNARO GlLPia." 




iLLOsraATiON OP Horn Book. 



Three hundred years have passed away since the erection of this interestinp 
building, and from tli< solidity and thickness of the walls (in which tliiee 
ancient coins have ht < n found) it may yt t outlive many ejenerations. Adam 
Shephard, who had been incumbent nf St. Mary's Chantry in the Parish 
Church, and who was paid a pension of £3 6s 8d in 1553 as a displaced priest, 
was the schoolmaster in 1548, but where his pupils first met is not definitely 
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known. Most probably, as was the case in many ronntry towns, they learnt 
their lessons in the church itself. In 1641 I rtnd Kohert Vicars mentioned as 
Usher, and as Masters, J. Myriell in 1653, — Jackson in 1680, and John 
Towers in 1733. 

Here is an interesting extract from the Cumberland Paequet for May 28th, 
1774 : — " The free Grammar School of Kendal being vacant by the Resignation 
of the Rev. Mr. Gilbert Crackenthorpe, the Trustees give Notice that they 
intend to choose a Master on Monday, the 2nd day of July next ; any Person 
that is properly qualified and desirous of offering himself a Candidate for the 
same may send a Testimonial for his Character to Thomas Strickland, Esq., 
Mayor of Kendal. The Salary is £3$ per Annum, with a neat and commodious 
Dwelling House, and from the situation, Trade, and Populousness of the Place 
and adjacent Country, the supposed other Emoluments to a diligent Man 
would be very considerable ; together «rith a fair and promising Prospect of a 
well-endowed Chapel on the first Vacancy being annexed." What a delightful 
enticement 1 Thirty-five pounds, populousness of the place, extra work for 
spare minutes, and a prospective curacy. I wonder how many applied ! 



In the year iSoi, 1 find the 
Rev. George Kt;ndall mentiont-d 
as the Master, which post he held 
until 1H04, when the Kev. John 
Sampson was appointed, lie died 
on the 27th of March, 1843, 




having been Master for nearly by George Cruikshanr. 

forty' years. His course of instruction was confined to the Greek and Latin 
languages, excepting upon two afternoons in the week, when scholars were 
exercised in English, reading, and arithmetic. The Corporation then elected 
as his successcM' the Rev. Francis Danby, B.A., who re-opened the school in 
April, 1844; the interval being occupied in repairing and improving the 
school-house and premises. Danby resigned the office of Master in 1845, and 
the Rev. James Frederick Black was appointed by the Council in his room, 
on the 9th of December. In the year 1868 the colour was changed, Mr. 
Joseph Brown being then appointed. 

I would gladly linger to give a fuller account of this school and of the 
enunent scholars formerly educated here such as Ephraim Chambers, Dr. 
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Shaw, Edmund Law, D.D., Bishop of Carlisle (1702 -1787) ; Peter Barwick, 
and in later jrears of the fomous seven contemporary lads of Sampson's time, 
viz. : — 

(1) J. Hubbersty, Wrangler and Fellow of Queen's College, Cambridge. 

(2) Job Kawlinson, Wrangler and Fcltuw of Trinity ColiegCf Cambridj^. 

(3) Dr. Audland, Feliow of Queen's Collcf;c, Oxon. 

^41 Dr. WiUon, Wrangler and Fellow of John's College, Cambridge. 
(5} W. A. Fletcher, F«llow of llBudvlen College, Cambridge. 
(6f K. Thompflon, of Trinity College, Cambridge. 

(7) Dr. Cookeon, Wrangler, Fellow and Viee-Chancelior of Cambridge University. 

But as the scope of these pages is more with the building than with the 
scholars, it must suffice to record the ancient ceremony of " barring out," in 
which the boys used to take possession of the school early on the morning of 
breaking-up days, strongly barricade the doors from within, arm themselves 
with elder pop-guns, and defy admittance to the master, saying :— 

" Liberty, liberty, under a pin, 
Six weeka' holiday, or nivver come in." 

Many were the stratagems employed by the luckless master in order to gain 
possession again of his lost authority. One says he remembers the master 
entering by creeping down the chimney ; another tells of the boys hiding 
themselves in the chimney when the master did happen to force the door. If 
he succeeded heavy tasks were imposed, and the busing of the school went 
on as usual ; but, if the boj's triumphed, terms of capitulation were proposed, 
stipulating the length of the holiday and what hours and times should be 
allotted to study for the ensuing term. Securities seem to have been given by 
both sides for the due performance of these stipulations, and the paper passing 
to and fro beneath the door was duly signed by both master and pupils. 
Apparently the custom was killed at the beginning of the XVIII*^ Century 1^ 
a master of the name of Towers having his eye accidentally destroyed whilst 
contending for the mastery. 

One of the regulations of the school was that it should be " free to all 
boys resident in the parish of Kendal for classics alone, excepting a voluntary 
payment of a cockpenny as aforetime at Shrovetide." The Charity Com- 
missioners reported in 1844 that " no demand is made for any payment) but 
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It is a general practice to make a present at entrance, and another at Shrove- 
tide, under the name of a Cockpenny. The usual sum is a guinea, but some 
boys pay .more and some less. Sometiuics nothing is paid, but the children 
are none the less attended to on that account." The "Literary Rambler," 
who contributed a series of articles to the Kendal Chronicle in 1812, at tlie time 
when the custom of cock-fighting was still in vogue, remarks that " the boys of 
each school were divided into parties ever>' Shrovetide, headed by their 
respective captains, whom the master chose from amongst his pupils. Tliese 
juvenile competitors contended in a match at football, and fought a cock-battle 
— called a captain's battle — in both of which contests the youthful rivals were 
not more interested than their parents." 

The master, providing the cocks, 
levied this pence and thereby added con« 
siderably to his income, as also by the 
sale of entrance tickets to visitors to 
witness the "sports." At Sedbergh 
Grammar School the master received on 
Shrove Tuesday 4^. from each pupil, and 
at Grange, at the commencement of this ^ 
century, the pence varied in amount 
according to the social standing of the 
parents, ranging from 2s. 6d. to £5. The 
cock-pit at Heversham was in existence 
down to recent times. 

But such happy days have long passed 
away, the school itself has migrated to 
new premises outside the town, and the 
whole building has been turned into cot- 
tage property. The ancient porch has 
now become a Sunday parlour, and over it Sampson's den fur study is 
now a place for sleep. A new scheme for the management of the school was 
approved in April, 1869, by which it was arranged that the head master 
should not necessarily be a University graduate or in holy orders ; and in 
1 886 the Charity Commissioners approved a further scheme by which the 
funds of this school were amalgamated with those of Sandes' Hospital and 
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the Blue Coat School, and placed umltT one f^overnin^' body called " The 
Governors of the United School and Hospit.d Foundation of Kendal." 

The new school buildings were erected in 1888, capable of accominodatiof; 
about 150 boys, and they were opened on the loth day of January, 1889, by 
James Whitehead, Lord Mayor of London, and ths Lord Bishop of Carlisle. 
The master's house was added in 1893 for 40 borders. 



Klrkland Btooln. 



Half \\a\' bt lwiH ii till' church ;^atcs and the " Kinjj o' 
Hells." f 'rnurly stood against the wall a pair of stiKk>. 

In the Ken iiil ChronicU for 
October 2Cth, 1816, there 
is notice of a *' Nathan 
Saiulwich, an inhabitant 
of Knkland, who was 
confined six hours in the 
stocks for appearing,' pub- 
licly in this borouf^'h 
several Sundays in a state 
of inebriation." When 
they were removed I 
cannot sav, l)iit the scat 




Im the Stocks, bv Npsnir. 



remained f<»r some ccuisidei able time after, indeed nmny old inhabitants 
say that they can well remember it. 



Glebe House. 



From a translation of a survey made in 1563, we find the 
Vicarage described thus:— "The Vicar of Kirkby- Kendal- 
holds these in right of his Vicarage, the principal mansion belonging to the 
said Vicarage, consisting of a hall, parlour, bed-chamber, kitchen, pantry, with 
apartments for servants, built of stone and covered with slates, with one bam, 
one stable, one court, one flower garden, orchard, and kitchen garden, with a 
field adjoining, containing by estimation one acre, situated between the Church 
Yard of Kendal aforesaid on the north side and Nether Bridge on the south 
side, the common street called Kirk-Lane on the west side, and the River Kent 
on the east side." 

This was during the incumbency of Dr. Ambrose Hetherington (1562- 
1591). Rather more than 100 years later the Glebe House appears to have 
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been rebuilt by Vicar Crosby (1699-1733). for we are told that " his behaviour 
as a pj()t)d Pastor and Christian did ii')t i xtend only in Spirituals, but even in 
many respects in Temporals, as the \ i( arai^c is a visible instance of; which, 
with much labour and expt iise, he rcb lilt from a poor inraii ])Iarp to what it 
now is, and all for the good of his successors, together with a hne library." 

The ** Crosl^ Library " still exists in the house, with reference to which 
the following occurs in the Vicar's will : — " I give to the Vicar of the said 
Parish Church for the time being ail my Library and all my bookes therein, he 
before entering upon the same giving security tu the Mayor, Recorder, two 
senr. aldermen and Schoolmr. for ye preservation of the same and that the 
same shall go down to his next sneer. .... and I desire the Vicar for 
the time being to lend to the Curate there, such books to read as he may have 
occasion for, he returning the same in such reasonable time as he may have 
read the same over.'* 

During several years of the Rev. Thomas Murgatroyd's incumlx ncy. as 
well as in Vicar Crosby's time, one Francis Gray, dort < ! <if " physick." resided 
at the Vicarage. In 1700 '* William Potter dyed at tlie Vichariege," and from 
1703-1705 Thomas Shepherd, deputy recorder of the town, resided here. 

Directly after the induction of Dr. Symonds, circ. 1745, the barn and 
stable described in the above survey, and i)'ing at the back or east side of the 
house, were adapted to the purpose of a kitchen and wine cellars, and above 
the Vicar erected his drawing-room as it now exists, only that it was lighted 
exclusively from the east end by the present large window, or possibly at that 
time by two smaller windows. The north end of the house also underwent 
alterations. The Rev. Henry Robinson, upon his accepting the living in 1789, 
enlarged the dining-room, and, with other improvements, altered the ball and 
staircase. About 1815, Vicar Hudson added the library on the south side of 
the house — ^the first attempt to gain a southern aspect — the room adjoining the 
hall probably again became a kitchen, and the windows in this and the other 
wing, which bad been contracted, were opened to their former size. 

The late Venerable Archdeacon Cooper took down the north wing about 
the year i860, when he built his new V'icaracrr in the *' Vicar's }"iel<?^," the 
foundation stone of which was laid on March 5th. 1859. Th'i^ alteration 
decreased the buikling considerably, and made it more suitable to the 
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habitation of his curates. The rooms that were demolished were the dining- 
room, parlour, and snvants* apartmentSt leaving only the hall (in which a 
smaller apartment or bii»ness room had been previously partitioned off), with 
bed-room above; the front kitchen and the pantry, with bed*room and dressing* 
room above ; and the back kitchen and wine cellars, with the drawing-room 
above and the library annexe. 

The last alterations (recently made in 1898) comprised the restoration of 1 
the hall to its former size by the removal of the lath and plaster partition ; 
second, the addition of an entrance porch ; third, the restoration of the back 
kitchen as the kitchen and the front kitchen as a sitting-room, together with 
the transformation of the two wine cellars (by the opening of new windows in 
the east wall) into a larder and pantry ; fourth, the transfer of the out offices 
and yard from the south to the north of the house, leaving the south free for 
pleasure grounds, with a garden entrance to the house at its south side. 

Vicar Crosby in 1700, in order to increase the revenue of his office, let o£f 
the field at the back of his house, between the Church Yard and Nether 
Bridge, into tan yards. The offices and sheds stood close up to the street, and 
extended .from where the Lodge now is to near the present entrance gates to 
the school, and truly unsightly tilings they were, with their rusty and red- 
coloured doors, windows, and ventilating boards. The tan pits were in the 
rear approached through a large covered entry, a little above the present 
entrance to the grounds. But in 1826, Vicar Hudson, being annoyed by the 
disagreeable sight and evil smell of these works, set himself to gain possession 
and convert the place into a suitable approach to the Vicarage. And no 
wonder, considering that the only carriage entrance at that time was throu^ 
the '* Ring o' Bells " Yard, a way by no means pleasant to his many visitors. 
A carriage road was made, the present entrance lodge erected, and many trees 
and shrubs were planted. About this time also a *' colony of rooks,*' we are 
told, " established themselves in the lofty and venerable lime trees on the west 
side of the mansion." 



for them this inn as a snug retreat, wherein they could sit beside a good t'lrc of 
peats and wood and have somewhat to uiiuk at the parisii charges. A con- 



Ring o* B«lln Inn. 



Thomas Barker, the church sexton, was a favourite 
with the churchwardens in the year 1741, and he built 
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venbnt door was made to open into the churchyard through which his friends 
could easily pass after viewing the needful repairs to the sacred edifice or after 
auditing the accounts. It would seem that the building was erected on 
consecrated groundt but under the circumstances that did not become a very 
great obstacle. No doubt, to all parties concerned, it was a most convenient 
house and lucrative as welU especially on " peremptory days,'* better knoMrn as 
"parish pudding days,*' when iis. was the customary parish expense to be 
spent on drink — a sum which was afterwards increased to 33s. In 1789 John 
Fishor, a Roman Catholic, succeeded Barker, and christened the inn by the 
name of the " Ring o* Bells.** He died in 1814, and was followed by John 
Reade, of Heversham, who caused the pictorial sign representing the church 
clock tower and the bellringers in white stockings and knickerbockers busily 
engaged in ringing with a jug of foaming ale beside them, to be painted by 
Jack Fothergill, a man of considerable merit in sign painting. But in 1830 
Reade left Kendal, and at the auction of his effects the sign was sold to 
Obadtah Burrow, of the " Eagle and Child," Heversham, and ultimately found 
its way to Heversham Hall. It was here that our local antiquary, Thomas 
Jennings, discovered it in 1862, used as a screen to prevent draughts from 
coming down a disused chimney ; and, to his honour be it recorded, that he at 
once purchased the interesting relic and brought it back to Kendal to restore 
it to its original position. 

During the visit of the rebels to the town in November, 1715, some of the 
soldiers came down to Tom Barker's (he bein^; the sexton) to make arrange- 
ments for the Sunday services, especially for the bellringing, and to enquire for 
" Watty Burn," the player of the " muckle pipes.** Several of the ringers 
happened to be present at the time, and among them was John Wilson, who 
loudly protested that he would not ring for such a beggarly crew. Upon this 
the soldiers drew their swords, and poor " Slape " would have slipped into 
another world in honour of Bonnie Prince Charlie, had it not been for Tom 
Barker who whispered to them — '* O, gentlemen, nivver mind him ; hees net 
a' thear, an' we nivver taick onny notice o' him," whereupon the generous 
Highlanders sheathed their swords, and ended the matter in glasses all round 
and a few drams of snuff. 

_ . , __ This block of hewn litncstonc bnildin^s was erected by a 

fioa. 41 to 47* 

very thnfiy shopkeeper — Betty Scott. In the centre house 
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lived Thomas Scott, a celebrated bellringer in connection with oor church, 
and in the ring;ing loft it is recorded that he now and then was the composer 
as wen as the conductor of the peal. His son George was a remarkaUe yoang 
man, who gathered together a considerable library, which was disposed ol 
after his fother's death in 1S49. Some of the early files of the Kendal CArostrJir 
now in the Free Library hear his name. 

art. ^ at. «F At the foot of Kirkbarrow Lane is the " Wheat Sheaf," 
Wheat Sheaf Inn. 

a sign which was at one time, like the ** Oat Sheai^" 
commonly used by bakers. The house was advertised to be let in 1843 when 
John Redhead left it, and fcfc sale when Geoige Walker was temmt in Jdy, 
1854. Opposite was the " Pack Horse,** which has now disappeared. 

Kirkland hero about, rendered famous by the exploits of Poor Barnabee, 
contained in his time two centuries ago, some score of public houses, and for 
the quality of good ale it had earned renown. 

■* What toper does not know thy name 9 
What clime reaoande not with thy Tame ? 
Soath or North Pole, 'tie all the lame. 
Thoo cansH not foil-' 

All join in choru;; to proclaim 
Brave Kendal ale ! 

» 

Such ale-houses had commonly a pole or stake projecting from the ftosA 
of the house, to which a garland or bush was attached. This was known as 
the ale*stake. But beside these, the more progressive houses hung out 
pictorial signs by which the house was named. Gay says that they foraned 
also an indicator of the weather — 

" For when the swinging signs your tars offend 
With creaking noiae, the rainy floods impend." 

The general aspect of the narrow street with these signs hung across the 
way must tnily liave been somewhat quaint and picturesque, but I can weB 
imagine a certain sense of danger connected with them to the pedestrian 
passing; along beneath. In these smaller houses outside the jurisdiction of the 
ancient borough I mhIs, the iron fastenings may not have been altogether of 
the liimcit dcaciipiiuu. iiowever, this much is certain, that for one reason Of 



Digrtized by Google 



KIRKLAND. ijg 

another, the Court of Kendal ordered in the year 1778 all signs projecting 
from the buildings to be taken down. (Vide Cumberland Pacquet for December 
15th, 1778.) 

Richard Brathwait was born about 1588, flourished from 161 1 to 1665, 
and died March 4th, 1673. A portrait of Richard Brathwait is at Dodding 
Green parsonage. 




Morris Dancers beporb an Inn, showino the Ale-stake. 



His great grandfather, Richard, lived at and was owner of Ambleside. 
He married Anne, daughter of William Sandys, of East Thwaites and had 
issue one son, Robert, who possessed Burneshead (Burneside) and married 
Alice Williamson. They had issue Anne Bradley, Thomas, Elizabeth Benson, 
Isabel Briggs, and Gawen. Thomas, the elder son, at his father's death, 
possessed Burnshead and was after\vards knighted. He married Dorothy, 
daughter of Robert Bindloss, and had issue Lady Agnes Lamplew, Sir Thomas 
who married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Dalston, the author Richard, 
and four other daughters. 
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After !eavin<J[ r.cliool, nur Richard, thr ;uitlior, was sent to the University 
and became a ct>nimi mk. i uf Oriel College in 1004 at the nj^e of 16. From his 
profession of law and the Inns of Court, lu- appear-- to have adventured awhile 
among the inerrl) ants, and finally on the d^-atd of his father to have left court 
and citv to turn honest countrvmm. A u'eil re ad "scholar, lovint^ horse;, 
journcyinfj occasionally and — perha|ts for ciantesy — a spendtlirift. In younf;er 
days better known as " Dapper Dick" or Drunken Barnab\-, ' he only too 
fully realized with his natural weakness the enlii einents of this old bit of 
Kirkland, for we And him saying at the return of one of his excursions : — 



He first marricd» in 1617, Frances, daughter of James Lawson, and had 
issue nine children. After remaining a widower for six years, in 1639 he 
married his second wife Mary Crofts, and had issue the gallant Sir Straiford 
Brathwait. Some time after this second marriage he quitted Burnesbeadt 
probably to ocxup}' the Manor House at Catterick, where he died, and being a 
stout Royalist under the reigns of James I. and Charles I. his lavish eiqiendi- 
ture in the cause ruined his fortunes. 



He was a moral writer and satirical poet of pre-eminence. The pranks of 
his youth were afterwards bitter reflections to him, as for instance the waste 
of the Sabbath days he spent at a wake, Morrice dance, or alehouse sociable* 
he eloquently laments in his " Penitent Pilgrim and leaves behind him the 
following lines as his bequest to us : — 



'* Thence to Kirkland, thence to Kendal, 



I did that which men call spead-all ; 
Night and day with Sociates many 
Drank I ak buth thick and clammy. 



Shroud thy head, Hoy. slrtfch thy hand too; 
Hand huii dun<; what h«ad can't :>tand to." 



" My ruined fortunes, 1 shall nere benione 
Though I have felt as much as any one 
Of the delinquent's whip : I'm still the man 
I was before the Civill warrs began." 



"Within that native place whcr..- 1 was barn 
It lies in you dcerc townesmen to reforme.'" 



And concerning tobacco smoking he leaves the following : — 




RTRKLAND, 



"In fjreat men's kitchens where I suppose 

Lcsse smoake comes from their chimneys than their nose 

« » « i * 

Thus have I proved tobtcco good or ill, 
Good, if rare taken ; bad, if taken still/* 

Then again in the 4th part of Barnabec's Journall he says : — 

" Now to Kirkland, truly by it 

May that sny he verified, 

* Far from God, but nearc the Temple* 

Though their Pastor give cxemple 

They are such a kind of vermin. 

Pipe they'd rather heare than sermon." 

Now all these early frolics of Barnabee are very bad and mad and sad, 
and for the present generation \i is vci y f ii tunate that must of the old inns 
have gone and are forgotten, whilst sonic still exist in name only, such as the 
** L^ainb and Flag," now converted into a cmiplc of private houses, the 
" Queen's Head," the " Bear, " and the ** Black ( u k, " at which latter place 
Mr. J. Lowther in 1763 uislu-d to "offer Mr. Robinson to your favour." 
The " Hammer-in- Hand " had over its door the couplet : — 

" By Hammer in-Hand 
All hearts do stand." 

On the west side was the " Dog and Badger," evidently referring to the 
common practice then of badger baiting, and we doubt not that this inn was 
the scene of many of these brutal sports, especially as we read that the 
landlord was a *' famous sportsman I " Nearly opposite on the east side was 
the *' Hammer and Pincers/* a beerhouse that displayed its sign to entrap the 
smiths, joiners, nail makers and other arti^ins in contradistinction to the 
nobility across the way. A few doors further to the south and on the same 
side was the " Ewe and Lamb," being a common inn sign throughout the 
countiy, representing a Iamb sucking. Would this sign be hung out to allure 
the more sheepish ones, those who were afraid of the sporting tipster and too 
proud to associate with the mechanics, that they might enter and suck t<x>. 
Mr. John Watson telb us that Larwood and HoUen give the following lines 
as having been written on a window pane by a traveller who was staying at 
the sign of the '* Ewe and Lamb " at Worcester. In this instance the lamb 
was not sucking : — 
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*' If the people suck your ale no more 
Than the poor lamb th' ewe at the door, 

You in some other place may dwell. 
Or bang yourself for all you'll sell." 

A few jreirds further south, hut on the west side, was the Rising Sun," 
one of the badges of Edward III. and which displayed for its sign, Sol rising 
from behind what were supposed to be clouds and doubtless intended to 
spread its benign influence over all who entered, be it day or night, wet or fine. 

__ But it would seem that thesf lunises of t iituiiaiiiiiK'iit svere not to 

No. 68. 

pass entirely without a tt rnpt raru L' rival, for right here in the very 
inid.,1. of them, and, althouf^h it is ahnost incredible to believe, there is a 
veritable farm yard for milkiii^-cows. I wonder how many of the residents of 
Kendal know that here in Kirkland — Kirkhmd, of all places — it is possible to 
turn aside and obtain a glass of fresh warm miik ! But so it is. 

„ _^ In this house Isaac Wilson, who was Mayor in 1831-2, was bom 

Ho. 48. . ^ ... 11 

in 17S8. He was educated at Sandes Hospital and eventually 
became a thriving solicitor, and took into partnership Thomas Harrison, 
who was afterwards appointed Town Clerk. 

Running steeply down by the side, there still remains an (jld dyehousc, 
at one time used by Martin Park, a silk dyer. The house and malt kiln 
adjoining was once occupied bv a Mr. Marling, and his granary still projects 
out a little on to the road— sufficient to form a corner —where a seat used to 
be, wide enough to seat three people, over which there was the luxury of a 
peat roof to protect the sitters from inclemeat rains. 

Kirkbarrov narrow gap which leads up to the old cemeteiy at Kirk- 
barrow and on to the Vicar's fields would exist, no doubt, at 
the time when the Parish Church belonged to the Roman Catholic &ith. A 
convenient passage for the inhabitants of Underbarrow and Bradleir Field, 
Aye ! and for those in Hebington coming to mass at the mother church. 
Kirkbarrow House .ii>i>oars to be an ancient dwelling, but concerning its 
history I can find but little information. Here resided John Broadbent, who 
had the whole row of houses in Cock-beck for his woollen manufectory. He 
died in 1792, and was succeeded by John Ecdes. In 1832, Comdios Nicholson 
resided and compiled his AtnuUs of Kendal from this house. 
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Hos. 52 and 54. 

year 

son being the architect, 
and from either side 
the two front doors 
give entrance to the 
dwellings. In the 
firnt bouse (No. 52) 
the Rev. Joseph 
Irving, M.A., a 
curate at the 
church, lived for 
some time; but, 
after the death of 
James Pennington in 
1845, his widow and 
frtmily came here to 
reside. Subsequently 
the property was 
sold to John Parkin, 
who lived here till he 
bought Tobias Atkin- 
son's house, and 
latterly it has been 
occnpted by our 
worthy parish clerk, 
George Rushforth. 
At No. 54, Betsy 
Dennison, fourth 
daughter of Alder- 
man Robert Harri- 
son, died in 1854, 
aged 83; and, since her 
some time. 



ver>' good hewn limestone building was erected in the 
1837 by James Pennington, a solicitor, John Richard- 
Within the wide arched entry is a handsome court, 




time, the gifted Miss Jane Cowherd lived here for 



But, historically, the chief interest about this place is that the present 
building stands upon the site of some very old property, where Peter 
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Whitehead and Robert Wharton once lived. It was this Whitehead who, by 
will dated 3rd October, 1712, gave a bu^ge house in Kendal, this house in 
Kirkland, andabitofland called Little Roods in Kirkland to his sister for 
life. After her death he gave this house to Bryan Lancaster, Eliabeth 
Walker, Thomas Crosby, and Robert Wharton in trust to sell the same, and 
out of the proceeds he gave £45 to be laid out at five per cent. Out of the 
interest, the trustees were to take 20S« annually wherewith to buy cloth or 
kersey for coats for three poor men inhabitants of Kirkland, which coats 
should have the initials P. W.** in red cloth upon the left arm ; to distribute 
the farther sum of 20s. amongst the poor inhabitants, and especially to the 
ancient, the lame, and blind, widows, and orphans, in sums not less than is. 
nor exceeding is. 6d.; and the remaining 5s. to be divided amongst the 
trustees. In 1752, coats ceased to be given away on account of the objection 
to wearing the letters on the arm, and instead 7s. is given to each of the three 
poor persons towards furnishing a coat. 

Robert Wharton was a postmastrr, who had his olTirc near tho rhiirch : 
but he is most justly famed for boin}^ the rfironirlcr of Remarkable Events. 
When few ronld write excepting the parson, the tearhor. or the postmaster, 
this duty was expected of him, and right well ha*; he fultillnd it. His chronicle 
was printed by one Roger Adams, of Manchester, in the month nf November. 
1724, a pretty f»ood proof that there was no printing press in Kendal in those 
days. The sheet measures 22 inches wide by 17^ inches long, and w:?s 
published on two kinds of paper, the best being sold at 6d. and the other at ^d. 
A number of the Newcastle Courant for 1721 informs us that Warton was their 
correspondent at Kendal, and that he sold the paper at his office. As Kendal 
had at this early period no paper of its own, the Courant served as the 
principal advertising medium for this district, and contained most of the local 
news. The Newcastle Journal for April 14th, 1744, contains this advertise- 
ment : — " Sold by Robert Wharton, and no other person in Kendal, Dr. 
Bateman's Pectoral Drops." 

In the Museum is an old Bible belonging to the Wharton family, in which 
the following interesting entry occurs : — " My dear father Robert Wharton 
d< parted this life at his own hous in Kirkland ye 21" of Jenry Ano 1745 In the 
()5"' year of his Age, it being about the time of the Rebellion." Me was 
interred in the Friends* Burial Ground, 
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Gray CSoat School. 



Mr. Frank Wilson in his interesting account of the 
" Rise and Progress of Sunday Schools in Kendal/* 



tells us of an early School Union, the needful funds of which were raised hy a 
general subscription among all classes and denominations. Rooms were 
rented in various parts of the town, e.^, in Finkle Street, on the site where the 
Science and Art Schools now stand (discontinued in 1844), near the bottom of 
New Bank Yard, bdiind the Old Maids Hospital (removed in 1833 to Captain 
French Lane), and on the premises where the " Shakespeare Inn now is ; 
there were also three in Stricklandgate, one somewhere down the MHiite 
Horse Yard, another in "The Fold" (the old timber building recently 
demolished), and the third in the Wool Pack Yard (afterwards removed to the 
New Inn Yard. In these rooms reading and writing were taught. "The 
masters received 2s. each Sunday and 6d. extra when there was a fire. The 
superintendents were appointed monthly from amongst the subscribers. Each 
scholar had to learn the Catechism and to attend Divine Service in the Parish 
Chnrch in the morning and afternoon. At one time as many as 800 children 
were in attendance at these schools, and every boy who attended regularly 
both morning and afternoon for the 53 Sundays of the year, received a grey 
svrallow-^tail coat, a circumstance which gave to the institution the name of 
' The Grey Coat School/ This coat, however, became in time so peculiar 
that it was judiciously changed in after years for a fustian jacket. The girls 
probably received grey frocks on the same terms.'* 

Some of the schools in this Union existed as early as 1785, some five 
y^rs only after the introduction of Kaikcs' system. The oldest collecting 
book now known is for Stricklandgate and dates back to 1804, the oldest roll- 
book extant is dated January, 1817, which is for the Finkle Street School, of 
which James O'Neil was master, and the oldest minute hook dates back to 
April, 1S30. On the 30th of June. 1845, the two remaining boys' schools were 
oonoentrated into Jennings' Yard and the New Inn Yard Schools. 



Kciidal £525 upoii trust that they und their successors should purchase four 
per cent. Bank Annuities and appK the interest in establishing and for ever 
supporting a Sunday School, for the instruction of thirty-five boys and twelve 
giris, the children of the poor people of Kirkby Kendal ; and for finding and 



William Sleddall, by will dated iith of August, 1801, 
gave to the two Senior Aldermen and Burgesses of 
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providing a new green coat for each of the hoys every year, and new hats once 
in two years ; also for each of the girls a green gown every year and green 
bonnets once in two years. Also that the Trustees should yearly treat them- 
selves out of the dividends when they settled their accounts, with a crown 
bowl of punch t No dissenter from the Church of England was to be' allowed 
to partake of the punch or become one of the Trustees. 

In 1843 the Trustees found the management of the school so exceedingly 
defective that they determined upon removing the children from the old school 
in Finkle Street to th< schools connected with St. Thomas' Church. It would 
seem, however, that by reason of the boys' great misbehaviour, the church was 
not so well pleased with the scheme, so that very soon afterwards the Green 
Coat School was once again removed and became amalgamated with the Gr^ 
Coat School in Jennings' Yard. 

Ohnrtth Bg hwrtw. ^^^"^ ^^5^ old Jennings' Yard school was 

transferred to the Parish Church, and placed under 
Government inspection. The present premises were built in the vicarage 
grounds at a cost of £1200 raised by voluntary subscriptions, and were opened 
on April 271 h, 1861, as a Sunday School, and on the next day as an In&nt 
Day School. The Kirkland Girl s Sunday School originated in a small 
gathering of girls collected by the elder Miss Cowherd in one of her cottages 
in the } car 1832, subsequently moving to a room in the " Ring o' Bell's Inn " 
Yard. It was again transferred to a building erected for it on ground belonging 
to the Abbot Hall estate, and from this building it moved to the old Grammar 
School, where it remained until these new school premises were ready to 
receive them. 

On the 24th May, 1861, this cast-iron pillar pump was 

Pillar Piimp< 

erected to supercede the iron trap-doors in the pavement 
already referred to. Ttie ccjst was defrayed partly by the Board of Health and 
partly by public subscription. 

„ Kirkland is the onlv place in the town that retains to this day on 

no* «0* 

the road side the useful smithy. For in the days of pack-horses, 
and later in the coaching days, the glowing fire and the musical anvil of the 
smithy v^s a very common and happy sight to the traveller. Old Bob 
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Graham, or " Bob Grime," swung his brawny arms here in the XVIII'^ 
century, and within living memory his grandson, Joseph Graham, handed the 
work on to his successors. 



No. 100. 



Here is, 



or at least 
has been until re- 
cently, an old bake 
A.op. In the days of 
the notorious Nell 
Ray it did a thriving 
business, although 
Nell had the name of 
being not too honest 
— lifting the crust, 
and taking out a 
portion of her neigh> 
boar's pie. 



High FMBi. 



High 




Front 

is so named by reason 
of the roadway at this 
point being lowered 
to give an easier gra. 
dient over Nether 
Bridge, and which resulted in the footpath being left up some three feet above 
the surface, necessitating a little flight of steps between the two in the centre 
oi the row. The path was protected for some 50 or 60 yards by a breast wall 
standing some three feet or more above the walk, and double that height above 
the road, which gave to the houses the appearance of a high front from off 
the road. This difference in the two levels was done away with in 1853, by 
lowering the path, at the time when Job Bintley, the Borough Surveyor, built 
the house with the bow window for his own residence Some papers 
preserved at Levens Hall prove that at one time trees stood in fr<itit of this 
parapet. Only think of itl and of what Kirkland misses to-day by their 
disappearance. 
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_ We next come to the " Cock and Dolphin," beine 

GockandDolpliiii Inn. , , , , ■ , 

the last house of entcrtamment on leaving the 

town, -since the *' Cros«; Keys" and "Hie Coomber " have retired from the 
scene. The chanticleer, with his t(irmid:ihle array of teeth, has proudly stood 
on the back of the sea-f,'reen dolphin at Nether Bridge for over two hundred 
years. Mr. John Watson thinks this sif^n to be a very rare one and questions 
whether any other now exists, although cnie of the carriers' inns in London 
was so named in i68r. Hollen, in his work on Inn Stilus, rcfe^rs to the "Cock 
and Dolphin" once in London and to this on(} in Kendai. He attributes 
the sign to the dolphin on the armorial shield of the Dauphin of France and 
to the cock, connecting both with the heraldry of the French Royal Family. 

^Adk i Engraved over the brass knocker of the next house, which 

132 and IM. ^ ... 

projects forward in a line with this last inn, was for many 

years the name of the Rev. P. Jones. He was a straightforward, sincere 
speaker, and when minister at the New Street Chapel from 1826 to 1861, 
report has it that the chapel was crowded morning and evpninrr alike. 
Indeed, so great was the anxiety of the people to get seats, that for some 
time before the doors were opened, numbers gathered together to await on the 
door-step. The congregation overflowed into the schoolroom, and slits were 
made in the dividing wall so that they also could hear his excellent discourse. 
And what was it that drew together thi<! anxious audience ? We are told that 
he was a man full of the Spirit of God, and that he simply spoke to the 
people of the things that had animated his spirit during the previous week. 
No academical sermon, but the living message of his Masttf — such as the 
Christian Church yearns for at the present time. 

_ " Pomp Yard" is so named on account of the first pump in the 

xarfl 184. 

town bemg erected here about the year 1750. In 1764, at a 
court of the Mayor and Aldermen, it was " agreed and ordered that Alderman 
Francis Drinkel shall have paid him the sum of Forty Pounds out of the 
Public Stocl R' venue of the Corporation to reimburse him the money by 
him expended in making and putting down the Wells and Pumps in Highgate 
within this Burgh. The same to be paid him by the Chamberlains of the 
Corporation for the time being in manner following* to wit — I wenty Pounds 
part thereof at the end of six months and the remaining Twenty Pounds at Ui| 



Digrtized by Google 



KTnKLAifD, 



««9 



end of twelve months from the day of the date of this Court or Assembly. By 
order, Birkbead, Town Clerk." 



Poor Honae lAne. 



This lane, leading to the ** Vicar's Fields/* has been 



widened and built upon on the .north side. The old 
Kirkland Workhouse at the head of the lane is still standing, and occupied as a 
private cottage. It was established in the year 1809, the paupers being 
boavded out fay contract at so mudi per head. Poor Oliver Twist 1 

"To be Sold, a very good Burgage 
house, Stable, Cow House, Tan-yard, 
Bark Mill and Garden late belonging to Stanley 
Brockbank and situate in Kirkland, near Kendal, 

particulars may be 
had of Mr. Charles 
Shepherd." This 
tan-yard was on the 
south of Poor House 
Lane, where there 
is now an extensive 
garden and summer 
house. Charles 
Shepherd, a tanner, 
was born at Nat- 
land Abbey, and 
was related to the 
Stricklands of Si/ergh. He died in 1789 at the advanced age of 98, and was 
buried near the doorway into the Strickland Chapel in our Parish Church. 

But since the above advertisement appeared in the Ktudat WtMy Courani 
Ibr January 29th, 1731. the house has been much modernised. The &mily of 
David Huddlestone, gunpowder maker, of Elterwater Hall, resided here for 
some time. 





Watchman, Temp. James I. 
Referred to on page 1 15. 



Watchman in his box. 
Referred to on Page 11 6. 



Mo. 162. 



On the same side of the street a little further south stands the 



three-storied and rough -casted house wherein the celebrated 
George Romney died on the 15th day of November, 1802, in his 68th year. I 
^Wl have a good deal to sa^ about the Ufe a^d work of oar artisi wtieo 
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describing his first abode in Redman's Yard, Stricklandgate, so that it will be 
only necessary here to quote from the Newcastle Chronicle for November 27th, 
1802, as follows : — " Died Monday se'nnight at his house in Kendal, where he 
had resided for some time in a poor state of health, George Romney, Esqre., 
well known for his eminent abilities as a painter, of which he gave numerous 
proofs in the course of several years' successful practice in the Metropolis." 

In May of the previous year an old friend of the family, William Cockin, 
died here at the age of 65 years. In the former part of his liflK he taught 
writing and arithmetic at St. Bees, and aft^wards for many years at this town 
and at Nottingham. As a teacher he was universally allowed to he at the head 
of his profession, nor was he more remarkable for the solidity, depth, and 
vigour of his understanding than for a peculiarly happy and original method of 
conv^ng instruction. He was the author of an "Essay on delivering 
Written Language," '* Ode to the Genius of the Lakes,** " Fall of Scepticism 
and Infidelity Predicted," the *' Theory of the Syphon,** and also of a revision 
of West's Guide to the Lakes." 



that the next house, the " Hie Coomber," was one f)f the houses used in secret 
by the Roman Catholics when first venturing to perform mass in this 
neighbourhood, bein^^ oblif^ed to move from house to house to avoid detection 
and punishment, but one would be rather more disposed to think that be 
meant this bouse. 



public house named the ** Hie Coomber.*' On its sign board was painted a 
fine water spaniel named Coomber pursuing a duck in the water, with the 
encouraging exclamation *' hie (away) Coomber.*' From an inventory taken 
July loth, 1579, in a ** taverne at Kirkefield howse '* in Kendal, we find such a 
large quantity of wines and flagons as to lead us to think that the " Hie 
Coomber " in those cheerful days had pretentions to the fifivours of Kendalians, 
and perhaps to temptations also. 

The last of the family of John Lambert, of Watch Field, came to re?ide 
in this house, and as they were lessees of the tithes for Trinity College, 



Ha 172. 



Here was the *' Cross Keys Inn " in days gone by, with the arms 
of the Papal See as its sign. The late Rev. James Gibson said 



Hie Goomber, 



And now we come to the town-end house, with iron rails in 
front, built upon the site of the once &mous and thatched 
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Cambridge, the Tithe Barn stood on the opposite side of the road. From 
Todd's plan it will be seen that it ran east and west, and projected out 
considerably on to the road. The end nearest the river w'as a nail manufactoiy 
carried on by Messrs. Bindloss, ironmongers, in Kirkland, over which was a 
dwelling. A narrow rural-looking lane led down to this factory, and at the 
bottom comer there was a stile which opened on to the cool and pleasing walk 
along the river side to Watch Field. 

Continuing along the Miinthorpe Road, or what in Speed's 
plan (1614) is named " Hersoms Lane," we come to the 
ancient stone cross at which the wayfarer stopped for prayer on his leaving 
or cnterinf; the town. It was erected on the brow of the hill near to where the 
Orphan Home now stands. And there was need for such intercession before 
going out into, or for such thanksgiving after passing in from, the wild district 
to the south in the lawless days. There is still to be seen on the fence wall a 
rudely engraved cross for the purpose of marking the exact locality where the 
cross once stood. It is mentioned as being in existence in the steward's 
accounts of William Parr, of Kendal Castle — Temp. Elizabeth. 

„ ,^ From hence» passing southward to the extreme limits of 

Collin Field. 

Nethetgraveship» one cannot but hdp noticing the two 
XVI*^ Century manor houses of Collin Field to the right, which had a park- 
like approach before the days of the Hawesmead and the ndghbouring walls, 
and Watch Field to the left, at one time half buried in lofty trees. In a 
dilapidated condition the historic Collin Field still retains many of its ancient 
featores, occupying three sides of a quadrangle paved with small pebbles, and 
enclosed on the fourth side by a strong wall and gate, which when shut 
secured the inhabitants a fairly safe retreat from attack. 

In z6x2 there was married at Kendal Church Jefferey Sedgwickeand Anne 
Briggs of Hdsington. There is an ancient house not fax from the chapel there 
known as "Bridge House,'* which was originally "Brigg*s House,"* and 
where the initials " R. B." are still preserved in stained glass» doubtless for 
Robert Briggs, the first Recorder of KendaL Mr. and Mrs. Sedgwick had fonr 
daughters and three sons. When the eldest daughter was christened in 1615, 



* Some future ignorant ifwner must have thoiwht ttie Mme of Brigg* «ras a carrapdm of^y't mai in hi* 
•ndooi mcxleniised the name to Bridge. 
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the parents were described as of '* ye field." In 1627 the parents are described 
as of "ye ffield in Helsiagton called Collin Field," and in January of the 
following year Jefferey died. 

George Sedgwick, born at Killington in 16x8, doubtless some relation, and 
whose mother was a Miss Benson, of Ings, was for eighteen years in the 
service of that powerful and gifted woman Anne Countess of Pembroke, wlio^ 
by the way, was one of the two known ladies who have held the office of 
Sheriffess. And it was through her generous gift of j^^oo, " being mindfol cl 
the wellbeing of her ^vonrite secretary," that George was enabled to purchase 
this house in z668, but from whom I cannot ascertain. 

Mr. Sedgwick, in a letter entitled *' A summary or memorial of my own 
life, written by me to the honour and glory of God and in thankful com memo* 
ration of His manifold goodness and mercies to me, in the whole course 
thereof," says : — " Within a while God directed me to Collin Field, a small 
estate held under Queen Catharine as part of her jointure, by a moderate rate 
and fine, convenient for the church and market, freed from all assiies and 
sessions, where by God's blessing I enjoy a quiet and retired life to my con- 
tentment, having oftentimes the society of several ei my worthy friends and 
neighbours from the town of Kendal, having lived here for above fourteen years 
at the writing hereof in 1682/' &c., &c. George died in June, 1685, aged 67 
years, and was buried at the east end of the nave to the Parish Cbncck 
beneath the pew which he originally occupied. After his death ColUn Fidd 
became the residence of the Chambre &mily ; and then in 1747 George Sedg« 
wick, nephew to the above George Sedgwick, sold it to John Yeates, a tanner* 
bther of Anthony Yeates, of Kirkland, for ^680, subject to a customary 
rent of £1 .xSs. 4d. to Nethergravesbip, in whose fitmily the butlding still 
remains. Over the door is an inscription : — 



which niciy hv interpreted thus : — " Now mine, soon his, afterwards I know 
not whose." The initials " L M. G." refer probably to the owners at that 



I NVNC MEA MOX 
HVIVS, BED rOSTEA, 
NESCIO CVIVS 



1663 
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tlme» for there seems to be no reason for Comeliaa Nichdson*s theory that the 
stone was brought from Brougham Castle. This stbne, before the new porch 
was erected, was inserted in the wall over the old front door where the 
sculptured stone now is. On the oaken entrance door, so amply studded 
with p^, is a large wooden lock bearing the initials "A. P.," sent as a gift 
from the Countess, and with bar portrait it seems to have been a favourite 
kind of present with her, claiming as she did a master key and the free right of 
entrance as a refuge during the Protectorate of Cromwell, in order to elude 
the pursuit and persecution of bar political enemies. The original key is still 
banging on the door, and one can only pity the Countess's pocket to have to 
carry a duplicate key such as this. 

Passing through the " hallan," one is immediately struck with the 
bygone beauty of this place ; but, oh 1 how sad it is to see its present damp 
and ruinous condition for the lack of some rain-water spouts and drains. Here 
are still to be seen in the two dampest of all the rooms (now disused) the 
remarkable plaster overmantel and friezes buried thick beneath repeated 
whitewashings and fragments of stained glass in the lattice windows, which 
bespeak their former elegance. Paved with pebbles, as was usual, is the 
kitchen (also now deserted), with its large open fireplace, spacious chimney and 
rannel-bouk, from which would be suspended the seething pot. 

By the help of peats these kitchen lircs were never allowed to burn quite 
out. Nut only was it considered unlucky for the hearth to grow cold, but it 



was also necessary in former 
times to keep some light burn- 
ing, as to strike a light afresh 
was a long and tedious opera- 
tion. The tinder-box employed 
commonly, consisted of a cir- 
cular tin (fig. 3) four inches in 
diameter and one-and-a-half in 
height. It had a lid (fig. i) 
which fitted over it canister- 
wise and in the centre was 




soldered a tin tube used as a candle-stick. The black tinder of charred 
linen rags, the manufacture of which was one of the accomplishments of our 
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foramothefs* lay flat at the bottom of the box, and a disk of tin (fig. 2) called 
the damper, was used to' extinguish the sparks when they had served their 

purpose. The sted 
or striker (Gg. 4) 
usually made cot of 
an old file, a piece of 
flint and some home- 
made strips of wood 
dipped in mlphur 
(figs. 5 and 6) com- 
pleted the outfit. 
Should by ill chance 
the last glow of fire 
have died away, then 
the first sound (tf the 
eariy morning was 
the click, click, dick 
of the kitchen maid, 
striking with her 
right hand the sted 
forcibly downwards 
against the flint heM 
firmly in the left hand over the tinder. With each blow adroitly directed the 
sparics would fidl, nntil a sensitive portion of the tinder became alighted, and 
then all that remained to do was to gently blow the i^owing carbon, apply the 
sulphur match end, which would burst into a blue blaze, light the candle, and 
the thing was done. 

But to return from this mild digression to the dining hall, we notice 
the ingle beam, now spanning across a modern range, still adorned with 
three pair of stag horns, and to the left of it (recessed hack) is the " locker," 
bearing the initials " G. S., 1674," cut deep into the carved oak door. On the 
opposite side is a fine screen dividing off the larders and pantry, wherein is the 
only ancient fitting left — a handsome carved oaken cupboard, bearing date 
1675 and the initials " G. S," At the top of the staircase, with its ciiriously- 
ctit balusters, is the "wishing gate " and several bedrooms, of which one large 
one, with its black oak polished iloor and oaken muUions, is especially worthy 
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of notice, having been furnished until only recently with antique furniture and 
portraits by Romney and others. And so the good old house still stands 
bereft indeed of its glory — a pitiful wreck, falling quickly to decay, yet stiU 
aadible enough with the tale of graceful lives spent beneath its roof. 

Watoh Field. principal place for fording the river on entering the 

town from the south, and before Nether Bridge was built, 
may have been near the picturesque dwelling of Watts or Watch Field, as the 
name " Wath " given to it in olden times seems to imply ; and it is very 
probable that when the Roman Station at Water Crook was in its glory, this 
ford would be the site of extensive fortifications to defend the crossing of the 
river. In the grant to the church made by Gilbert about the year XZ90, 
mention is made of *' Wath Slack " in tracing the boundaries from Stainbank 
Green, and there is at the present time a public way from the Helsington 
Road, by Helsington Laithes, and a ford across the river at Watch Field. 
The late George Foster Braithwaite possessed an ancient seal, which was found 
at this ford in October, 1886, and which he subsequently gave to the late 
Archdeacon Cooper. It was the seal of Sir Joseph Cradock, Chief Commis- 
sioner of Richmond, who is depicted seated in a chair of state and clothed in 
the robe and velvet cap of a Doctor of Laws. Below is his coat of arms, with 
the crescent for difference impaling the arms of his wife. On either side is the 
date 1674. and around the margin the inscription : — ** Sigill Joseph Cradock 
Militis Comis^ Arch. Richmondioe." 

The house was formerly known fay the name of " Cayrus House,*' it being 
exchanged in 1363 from John del Chambre to Richard Cams. Later it 
became the residence of the great Lambert family, bat it is also justly 
honoured as being the home of Thomas Simpson, a native, who acquired a 
considerable fortune as a coach builder in London. It seems that he attracted 
the notice of George III., who in his accustomaiy walks in the park, observed 
Simpson going to his work punctually at six o'clock every morning. At last 
the King, asking where he was employed, visited the manu&ctoiy and 
requested that Simpson should be employed to make the wheels for a coach, 
which His Majesty then and there ordered. Under such a fiivourable 
.patronage, Simpson quickly started business on his own account and became 
exceedingly popular in his trade, amassing a large fortune, and then returned 
to Watch Field, where he died in 1830, aged 61 years. 
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Just before reaching Nether Bridge at the north corner, there >vas in the 
year 1700, {i.e. when a plan of the Vicarage grounds was made in order to shew 
the proposed new lanyards), a wide ford left open as a watering place for 
cattle. A part of this was afterwards seized and the site occupied by a malt 
kiln, which must have rendered the entrance to the town very narrow and 
inconvenient. It was used by a Quaker gentleman, Simon Crossfield, for some 
tune, and after his death by Isaac Hadwen, who fell heir to his property. 

Ktndal Chronicle, March 9th, 1S22 :— " To be sold all the materiais of the Malt Kiln, aft 
the end of Nether Bridge, in KirkUn<i» late in the posBeuion of Isaac Hadwen." 

Ktndal Chronicle, June 15th, 1622 : — " A statement of the accounts of the Treasurer and 
Surveyors of the Hcronsike and Gamont Bridge turnpike road, for the year enf!ing 
on the 1 2th day of May, 1822. To I^saac Hadwen, consideration money for purchase 
of part premises near Nether Bridge £^io." 

Kendal Chronicle, August 3rd. itia ; — " lo be Sold by Auction at the 'Commercial Inn' 
in Kendalt on Tuesday, the a7th day of August, th« remainder of the old Halt Ktto." 

James Webster of the " Commercial" seems to have been the purchaser, with 
such a title as could be given, and. he thereupon converted the place into the 
present lobsided row of cottages. 

_ I'i ii/G there was a j^rant of pontage made for Ave years 

for repairing this bridge, and on 21st December, 1582 : — 

" Iim it is ordained and constitutyd by the Aidtrman and Head Buisesica aforesayd wth the 

full advisL- & .iHscnt aswell of the xxiiijti sworn assistaunts is off most pte off the honest 
inhabitantcs hcitc that no m;iinr ul pson or p>son*i from hencfurthc shall or may, cither 
drawc or traile any tymbcr or other draughte whatsoever cither by strcngthe of horses or 
other catali or by the power of men (above one only beast draught, at any one tymc) Over 
either of the Brydges called stramangt or Nether brydge Sup pen for fact toe quoc xijd thone 
halff thereof to the Chamber & the other haiff to the Origtolcrs.** 

At first the bridge was only vsiUe enough for one cart to pass over it at 
the same time, but in the year 1772 it wa^ di)ubK d in width, only to be washed 
aw.iy somt thicu wt cks after by the high tluod on tlic 29th of October. How- 
ever it would lieem that the addition was quickly rebuilt again on the northern 
side. It will be noticed that the lower or southern half is double arched and 
of much older workmanship. Those who have nut noticed the way in which 
the pack lujr>e bridges of Weainiothmd have been made available for wheeled 
carriages by the rude and simple plan of doubling them, will ftnd worthy of 
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observation the skilful manner in which the common stone of the country has 
been effectually adapted for this purpose in this bridge. The toll gate was let 
in 1812 for £i77, in 1819 for £"700, and in 1822 for £626. 

Netherfleld 
Works. 

Crossing the bridge, 
we come to the fac- 
tory commenced by 
" Tommy " Wilson 
in 1825. Prior to 
this date, Wilson 
carried on his busi- 
ness of weaving cali- 
coes in what is called 
the Old Barracks, 
and also in a large 
building opposite the 
Buttery Well stile, 
but on moving to 
these premises he 
branched out into 
the fancy waistcoat- 
ing trade, which was 
for many years so 
successfully carried 
on here. 

I have before me a 
large poster announc- 
ing the sale of the 
place by order of the 
assignees of Thomas 
Wilson and Sons, on 
June i6th, 1843, in which the works are described as containing an area 
of 2756 square yards, also two genteel dwelling houses and two cottages 
adjoining. The works have now passed to Messrs. Somervell Bros., and 




Netiif.r Rrioge. 
From Lait Country Romances. Rev. H. V. Millt, 



KtRKBlE KENDALL, 



in their ever increasing sheds are made " uppers " by machinery, and the 
celebrated "K" boot. 

^ ^ - Formerly called " Cook Lane,** was widened in the year 
Gemetery Lane. j ^ j 

z86i, when two houses were built at the western end for 

Heniy Whitehead. 

Gm Wiwkii known in England for more than two hundred 

years before the knowledge was put to practical use. As early 
as 1659, at a coal mine at Wigan, attention was attracted by its property of 
catching fire. Boyle, the chemi^, made eaqieriments, distilled coal in a 
retort, collecting the gas in bladders, and provided amusement for his firieods 
by burning it as it escaped through tiny holes. Well nigh eighty years passed 
before the discovery was heard of again, when in 1733 Sir James Lowther 
brought the subject under the notice of the Royal Society. A coal mine at 
Whitehaven became surcharged with gas, and to prevent dangerous conse- 
quences, a tube was laid to the mouth of the pit, where it was ignited, and 
went 00 burning for nearly three years without any apparent decrease. 
Another generation passed away before Mr. Murdoch, of Redruth, in Cornwall, 
made coal gas in a small retort, and used it for domestic purposes. In 1797 
he removed to Scotland. From Ayrshire the use of the new illuminant passed 
to Birmingham, where Messrs. Boulton and Watt had their premises lighted 
with it, and from them it spread to other Birmingham houses, and thence to 
Manchester and other northern manufiau^turing towns. Yet people did not use 
coal gas much in their houses ; they complained of the smoke injuring the 
furniture, and that its use caused headache. 

In those days we were happy and content 
with the lanthom and the friendly help of the 
link-boy, who with his torch of pitch and tow, 
revealed the way until the year 1814, when no 
less than 140 oil lamps enlightened or rather 
made the more visible the darkness of our 
town. Of the delightful character of these 
link-boys, who fbUowed the calling as a doak 
for theft. Gay in his " Trivia ** says :— 

'* Though thoQ art tcnpted by the linkmaa's call. 
Yet trust him not along a lonely wall : 
Link Bor. ^" midway he'll quench the flaming brand, 

And Bhan tha booty with hit pilfering band." 
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" On September 3rd, 1814, William Pennyngton, clerk to the Kendal 
Fell Trustees, advertizes for a contract for lighting, attending to and dressing 
about 140 lamps, finding all materials, etc. They must have the 'best whale 
oil and 24 threads of the best cotton wick to each burner, and burn with a full 
clear light from sunset till daybreak."* 

However, Kendal was not destined to remain long after this in the odour 
of the baniing wicks, for I find a notice of a pnblic imwting convened on 
October i6th, 1824, at the Town Hall» to form a Company tot the purpose of 
lighting the town with gas. The expense of the undertaking was e^mated at 
;^6,ooo ; and so great was the delight of the meeting, that before a subscription 
list, handed nmnd, arrived at the end of its journey, the requisite number of 
shares of £20 each were filled. Many Idt the meeting disappointed, so great 
was the desire to become shareholders. In the following year the gas works 
were built, but many additions have been made to them since. On the frieze, 
fiicing the front gates, is the appropriate motto : — " ex fumo darb lucbu.*' 

The operation of laying the pipes throughout the streets proved a source 
of great diversion to the townsfolk by day, and of serious trouble to the 
frequenters of the many inns after nightfall. The first great difficulty vras 
experienced in crossing over the N^her Bridge, the space between the road 
surface and the arch stones being too small for the burying of a nine inch pipe. 
Moreover, Joe Gas, as he was locally nicknamed, the foreman from London, 
became frightened of disturbing the solidity of the old bridge. However, the 
pipe at last found rest upon the south side, and taking a wide bend, took its 
course up the western side of Kirkland, only to encounter heavy rock excava- 
tion in the already lowered road before High Front. 

Another prolonged difficulty occurred near the entrance to the Kukland 
smithy, for, as \vc have said, the outlet from the Anchorite's Well passed down 
a large square culvert and crossed the road at this point. It \v is a perplexing 
aliair to the workmen, as long before they reached it, and until they had 
passed up alongside for some considerable way, the water forced its way into 
the trench and interfered sadly with the comfort of the men. 

The town was first lighted up on Monday, July 25th, 1825, when the 
brilliant novelty caused great excitement and rejoicing. The Gas Company 
invited the stuthorities to a glass of wine at the Town Hali, after which they 
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formed into procession, and preceded by a band, paraded through the principal 
streets, riccoinpanied by thousands of spectators. But I gather from the 



(jf)ssip of Kendal's old friend, " Snllv AHek," tliat the illuminating qualities of 
the gas were not very briiUant. " Gas forsooth ! " she says and laughs again, 
"Why Mr. Per Pro, I ha\L' sometimes to light a candle to see whether my pas 
is burning or not." The undertaking was purchased by the Corporation io 
1894 at a cost of £So,ooo. 



road. That on the north side being six acres, was consecrated in August, 
1855, by the Bishop of Chester, for members of the Established Church, and 
the Roman Catholic Church. That on the south for the use of Dissenters. 
At the same time the road was widened ; and yet for all that, I am led to 
wonder if tlie road is still wide and iniper\ ious enough to prevent contamina- 
tion to the land on the north side I Oil ! the sin of it, which is ours to-day and 
will continue to be as long as we allow either the road to divide or the creed 
to separate God's people in God's own acre. An additional plot of ground 
was added and consecrated on W'ednesda}-, April 15th, 1868, by the Kigl.i 
Kev. Samuel Waldcgrave. Another large plot was added three years ago and 
a part consecrated by Bishop Bardslcy. 



Osmetwy. 



The chapels and lodges were erected in 1854 upon a plot of 
ground which consists of two portions separated by a township 
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** The veiy miOwty and h<iUne«t of the phuie where Oed Is 
worshipped, h«ih, in respeet of us, great virtne, foree and 
efioaey, for that it swveth to stir up devotion, and in 
that respeet, no donbt, bettereth even our holiest and best 
aetions in this kind.**— //ooJlfr. EeeUs, Polity, Book V. 
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ANY a year has passed away, since first amidst a wilderness of wood 



j^yj^ and mountain, a Church of God was raised on forked timbers with 
mud wattle-woven sides and roof of thatch — since holy men went forth to 
spread the faith, and good men, devoting of their substance, endowed and 
built this fabric. 

The Parish Church of Kendal in its early history, growth, rest<»%tioas, 
and present condition, is a teowd and architectoral monument of the earfy 
history, growth, change and pfesent condition of the inhabitants of this 
ancient town. The two are inseparably connected. What oar fore&thers 
were in their i»ety or commercial status, such tbcy made their Church ; what 
we are to-day, such will the record of our Church become. 

In trying therefore to trace the history of this most interesting edifice, we 
find also lying beneath it another history of its congr^;ation, at times xealous, 
and then mean and cold, only to be re-awakened by a surprising ardour of 
loyalty and self-sacrifice. It was the altar of this town, when Hearth and 
Altar stood against the Crown, and when Crown and Altar stood against the 
people. It has stood during all the border raids, seen the monasteries 
suppressed. Popes defied, and it has survived the healthy sifting time of the 
Reformation and Commonwealth. It has been in good hands and in bad 
hands ; but in all positions the Church has ever been a stone in the history of 
our forefathers. 



chronicles, or from metrical romances, of who first planted the Cross of Christ 
here ; but that there was upon the site of the present N ivr ^lh ^Lncient Saxon 
Church, as well as at Kirkby Lonsdale, is g.ilhcrcd frm the "Doniesday 
Booke" (the Book of Judgment, because from that, as from the Day of 




ItoTon Oliuroli* 



No infoi r:uLli ti can be got from drawings contained in the 
old manuscripts a.nd sagas, from descriptions in the Saxon 
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Judgment, "there lyes noe appeale/*) in which the distinguishing name of 
" Cherchcbi '* is there given to them both. Doubtless many of the other 
villages mentioned had buildings for worship, but if so they were all dependent 
upon the two great Saxon Mother Churches of Kendal and Lonschile. 

Norman Period "^^^ conquest of England by the Duke of Normandy* bad 

a vast influence on our ecclesiastical architecture. Con- 
tinental art advanced at a pace entirely unknown in this island, so that the 
religious houses which met the eyes of the prelates who came in the vict<ff*s 
train, must have appeared to them both plain and rude. Scarcely, however, 
had the Conqueror's throne been secured, than his countrymen, who had 
received from him places in the Abbeys and Sees of England, began to rebuild 
on new and grander plans, the Churches under their charge. In all parts of 
the land, east and west, north and south, builders were at work. The chink of 
the chisel and the blow of the hammer rang everywhere in the ears of the XII*^ 
Century of England. Surely never was an age so enthusiastic in building ! 

Here in Kendal the fortunes of both Castle and Church were shaped by 
the doughty first Baron of Kendal, Ivo de Talbois, but unfortunately there is 
no record of the extent to which he caused the Church to be remodelled from 
the Saxon plan. So far as I can see, no Norman work now remains to tell its 
tale. He it was who presented whalesale the tithes of bis Westmorland 
estates to St. Mary's Abbey at York (founded X056), subject to the duty of 
])r(>vidin^ f«)r the service of the Churches therein. It appears from an 
inquisition of Ad quo damnum taken at Appleby before the Sheriff, on Thurs* 
day next after the Epiphany in the year 1302, that it was found to be "of no 
damage to the King or any other to appropriate the Church of Kirkby-in- 
Kendal to the Abbot and Convent of St. Mary's York." In the meantime, 
however, William de Lancaster II. the 6th Baron of Kendal had made a 
muniticent grant of land to the Church, the Glebe and Vicar's fields, reciting 
the dedication as " To the Holy Trinity." 

Early English Church. ^'^^'"^ ^"^^^ Reinfred, who also 

procured a grant for a weekly market and in 
other ways exerted liimself in the inten-=t of the town, seems to have been the 
Hnro!) who undert*) k the principal rebuilding, for the oldest part now 
remaining coincides with that transitional period during Henry Ill's reign, 
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when the ll:irlv English Gothic architecture [gradually swept northward to 
supersede the Nortuan. There is an entry in the Records of York to the eflVct 
that ail indulgence was j^raiited for some radical repairs in the year i~j2 as 
fnllo\vs : — " May 16th, 1232, iudulgcniia pro ecclesia de Kendall miserabiii 
ruin a dcformata." 

The Church had originally two Rectors, but in the year 1252 the 
medieties were consolidated with cooseat of the Abbey. 

The Early English Church consisted only of the present chancel, nave, 
ttAver, and two inner aisles, to which were soon adtled the Chapels of St. 
Catherine V.M. (Strickland) and St. Tliumas-a-Becket, ^now occupied by the 
organ), on either side of the chancel. The legend of St. Catharine is not 
earlier than tlie VIII'^ Century, and was not introduced into Western Christ- 
endom till after the Crusade in the XI"' Century. Her cuUus then bet ame 
rapidl) popular. We ha\e some lifty Churches in England bearing her name, 
and a vast number of Chantry Chapels and altars. 

At this time the porch was on the south side, the foundations of which 
are still existing below the pavement near to the second arch from the west. 
The south porch was formerly something more than an ornament or even a 
shelter, for it was a recognised portion of the sacred building and had its 
appointed place in the services of the Church. For instance, baptism was 
frequently administered here to symbolize that by that sacrament the in&nt 
entered into Holy Church, and at the time of the celebration the northern 
door was opened wide, that the .Deyil, formally renounced in the rite, might 
by that way flee " to his own place.'* 

of this early building there now only remains the pointed arches of the 
navi^ and perhaps of the chancel, the freestone columns of the nave, certainly 
the bases, and tlie very thick pljnthless west wall with the arches and lower 
part of the present tower. The hit;h altar probably stood a litth' forward from 
the east wall, and had a passage behind it, as is shewn from the position of 
the niche in the first pillar on the south side, similarly placed in the other 
Church at Kirkby-in-Lonsdale. This niche was discovered in 1829, filled up 
with loose round stones, and plastered over, the Gothic arch of whic h rejei:ted 
from its place in the restoration of 1850, is still to be seen in tlie Bellingham 
Chapel. 
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Judging from the few remaining details, the edifice must have possessed 
considerable dignity and beauty, perhaps exceeding the present one in archi- 
tectural merit, if not in grandeur, and thus did it exist for many years, untu 
the rage for erecting chantries, which reached a culminating point in the XV* 
Century. 

Parr Cha el ^ Chapd was added early in the XIV* Centary, 
but to whom it was dedicated is not known. Like the 
chantries of St. Catharine and Thomas-a-Becket, it origiAblly extended 
another bay further westward. As a small proof of this, it is interesting to 
notice the &mily badge, that uncouth maiden's head couped, still existti^ 
near the capital of the second column from the east end, and likewise over the 
arch stones of the three windows. The corbel, from which the first arch 
springs, bears rudely carved the arms of Strickland, Brus, and Parr. A maan> 
script in the Herald's Collie Libiary refers to these curious maiden heads ss 
follows : — ** The badge of the Lady Katherine Panre, and last wife of Kinge H. 
8. This badge was also given by Kinge H. 8 to the forsayd lady, being hts 
Queen, and standetb in the walks about the preaching-place of Whitehall, 
under the tarras. This badge does not appear to have been an entire new 
iancy, but to have been composed from the rose badge of King Heniy VIII., 
and from one previously used by this Queen's &mity. The house of Parr bad 
before this time assumed as one of their devices a maiden's head, couped 
below the breasts, vested in ermine and gold, her hair of the last, and her 
temples encircled with a wreath of red and white roses, and this badge th^ 
had derived from the femily of Ros, of KendaJ.** 

, Then in the year 132 1 , St. Mary's Chantry, situated 

to the west of the Parr Chapel, was founded. The 
Abbot and Convent of the >I(inastcry at York " bouiul themselves and 
their successors to find and maintain a chantry in the Cliurch of Kendal, at 
the altar of St. NIary. for one secular priest, and to allow him for the 
purpose of celebrating mass for the soul of the then Vicar, Roger de Kirkeby." 

lu 1331. John Kempe, a manufacturer from 

Thfl nemiah Aisle. , ^ ^ ' 

Flanders, received a " letter of protection " to 
establish himself, nieii, servants, and apprentices in England for the purpose 
of practising his craft of woollen manufacture. He settled in Kendal. In 
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1335, the famous "Brewer of Ghent," Jacques Van Artevelde, became an ally 
of Edward III. in the war between England and France, and the Flemish 
mcichants at once realised vast profits by such an advantageous connection — 
a circumstance which induced the citizens of Ghent to submit as long as they 
did to the despotic rule of Jacques. But when in 1345, the " Kinff's dear 
gos»p " of a brewer proposed that Edward's son should be elected Count of 
Flanders, an insurrection broke out, Jacques was slain, and his followers — > 
mostly weavers — flocked over to Kendal in great numbers to escape the wrath 
of their fellow-countrymen. Kendal thus became the centre of a large Flemish 
manufacture, and it would seem evident that the sfnjth outer aisle was 
completed with its millstone grit columns, to accommodate this additional 
p<^lation, the porch being removed to the west end of the new south aisle. 

PtepeadioalarOhuroh. ^ ^'"""S 

long period I can gather but little information 

about the fiibric, except that it fell into a very neglected state, I come to the 

time of that wonderful zeal for the glory of the sanctuary, which manifested 

itself by renKMlelling the Early English Gothic into the prevailing, bat 

immeasarably inferior style of the XVI*** Centuxy^-«lterations which ultimately 

led to an octensive enlargement and reconstruction €>f portions of the &bric. 

The outer walls were first attacked and made to assume a Perpendicular dress, 

a clerestory was raised on the nave arcade, and several other chapels were 

added. An Indulgence, granted August loth, 151 1, and limited to xoo days, 

prociued means to complete a '* beautiful chapel," dedicated to St. Anna, and 

founded by Thomas Birkhede, of Hugill. William Shepherd, of Helsington, 

ch^man, and William Herreyson, founded and built a quire to St. Anthony, 

in which " quere " the former directed, in his will dated January 17th, 1542, 

his body to be buried, having endowed the chantiy with estates sufficient for 

its support and that of the priest attached to it. In like manner, Thomas 

Wilson, on June 8th, 1559, directs his body to be buried in the "pariche 

chuiche, under Saynte Christopher's loft.'* 

In Henry VIII. 's ecclesiastical survey the living is valued at fy^ 5s., and 
the Deaneries of Kendal and Lonsdale are united to form part of the 
Archdeaconry of Richmond and Diocese of York. But upon the consecration 
of the See of Chester in 1541, these Deaneries were separated and made part 
of that Bishopric In 1856 they were annexed to the Diocese of Carlisle and 
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formed the Archdeaconry of Westmorland, with Cartmel and Furness in the 
county of Lancashire, 

After the dissohition of the Monasteries in 1553, Queeo Mary, conceiving 
the condition of her father's soul to be so desperate, was persuaded, after ' 
consultation with her spiritual advisers, to bestow as an act of private 
affec t i >ii to his memory, propitiation being out of the question, the Kendal, 
Kirkby Lonsdale, and other advowsons upon Trinity Collie, Cambridge, 
together with an annual sum of ^^376 los. 3d. The priests assured her that it 
would be useless for them to petition His Holiness to allow public prayer to be 
made for her father, as they were sure the successnr of St. Peter would never 
allow such an honour to be done to one who bad died " so not orious a 
schismatic." The gift, however, did not apparently pass to the. College until 
the latter end of the reign of James L 



anterior to 1553, as it is there stated that of " his own proper costs and 
charges he buildt d the chapell of Our Lady within this Church of Kendall." 
The practice of dedicating chapels to the Blessed Virgin was introduced inl ' 
this count r\ during the twelfth century, shortly after the monastic orders had 
gained llic supremacy over the parochial clergv-. These huikiing.s were 
generally founded not onh- to satisfy the spirit of the a'^c, u hic h demanded the 
veneration of the Mother of our Lord, but also to affuni the necessary accom- 
modation at the east end for the increased number of clergy. Moreover, 
the desire to rest in a chajx 1 so dedicated was closely associated with the 
idea which chiefly moved <mu forefathi rs to erect these buildinjjs. They 
had been taught to believe in the imncalion of saints, and were anxious to 
secure for themselves and their dear ones the mediation and intercession of the 
Mother of our Lord, whose intluence with her Divine Son, they supposed, was 
all prevailing. So tlu \ f ainded tlu >e chapels in her honour, and solicited her 
good offices by frv<juent services and prostrations before her image, which 
occupied the place of hrinmjr above the altar. They believed, moreover, 
tliat as she muld succour the living, so she would prevail with her Son on 
behalf of the dead. 

It will be noticed that the easterly arch of this chapel is much narrower 
than any of the others in the Church, and that the capital of the first column 



Lady Gliap«l. 



The inscription on the chest tomb of Sir Roger Bcllingham 
in the stalel) Lad\ Chapel fixes the building at a date 
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is formed of two halves different in size, the westerly half having been inserted. 
Would this point originally to a side wall, where the second bay now is» with 
or without another narrow and similar arch connecting the Bellingham and 
Chambre Chapels ? By reason of the lofty ceiling, it has been conjectured 
that the chapel might possibly have been divided originally into two store3rs, 
and that the clerestory windows lighted a chamber for the chantry priest ; bat 
I can see no trace of any floor joist hole, fireplace, or access to it. It is just 
possible of course that when the old south porch, which no doubt contained 
a parvise, ^^'as taken down, the lo.-fs of the muniment room or library would 
be found to be so inconvenient as to compel the construction of a substitute in 
some other part of the Church ; but if so, why construct a room difficult of 
access, over the Bellingham Chapel rather than in the new west porch ? We 
certainly know that the west parch was constructed without a parvise, and, 
therefore, the inference is that no such accommodation was needed. 

— ... Before the outer northern aisle was completed tlie chapel, 

Novth«ni Aisle. ■ . , 

sjtuated at its eastern end, would nave an exterior gable 

wall with windows facing west. I^iit when building this spacious addition, 
which mrasurcs 140 by 27 fert. it wo>ild seem that the builders, instead of 
breaking an archway throiiijh. pulled down the entire gable, filling in the space 
between the two levels of the roofs with woodwork, and divided off the 
chapel by oaken screens that had originally form< d the front and sides of 
St. Thon>as-a-Hecket's chantrj'. A piece of timber, found at the restoration 
of this aisle roof in iS68, bore in raised figures the date of T5S0, which fixes, 
no doubt, the time of the erection. Whether or not the cirt uhif-headed door- 
ways at the west end and at the entrance to the spiral stair are of still older 
date it is difficult to say. 

^ In 1661, **ye High Steeple" was in ruins, and doubtless repaired; 
if, indeed, it was not at this time, when the XII P** Century tower 
was raised to its present height. In doing so it is very evident that the old 
stone was used*in again as fiir as possible — ^as, for instance, the mouldings 
in the hdfry windows at the back of the tower, and other fragments that can 
best be seen from the roof. These bear the ornament of the early period, the 
local limestone being only used to make up the deficiency. The arched belfry 
openings of the lower tower, which are now blocked up, can still be seen on a 
level with the present clock ; especially clear is the one on the south side, 
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seen from the Glebe House Garden. The present tnwcr, 80 feet high by 25 
feet wide, stands on four arches, the lu ii^ht from thu Hoor to the point of the 
eastern arch, which is now considi rahly bulged out, bLing 33 feet; to the 
western arch, 35 feet ; and to the iKjrthurn and southern arches, 24 feet. The 
eight pinnacles, prior to 1765, wcw. two to three times taller; but, being often 
blown down, were then reduced in height. 



there is a record of the river Kent overflowing the floor od October i8th, i63S( 
ud aD item for repairing the roof, owing to the lead being stolen, in 1663. In 
1726 a fireplace was put in, at first with a low cbimn^, and afterwards raised 
to a height above the main gable. It had no exterior door, but only one com- 
municating with the chancd, first opening from the south and afterwards from 
the nctfth side. There was also another outbuilding against the east wall 
near to the vestry, which some have termed the " scullery ; *' but whether it 
was for keeping disinterred bones in^ or merely a sexton's shed» cannot be 
ascertained. 



HUS did this striking building grow, step by step, until it finally reached 



its present proportions. As seen to-day, the Church presents the 
remarkable features of four aisles co-extensive with the nave and chancel, 
an engaqged western tower, and a porch situated at the west end of the outer 
south aisle. Internally it measures 140 feet by 103 feet, with sitting accommo- 
dation for 1,400, and ample space for almost double that number. Moreover, 
it boasts of being the fifth widest church in the kingdom.* 

The plan illustrated on the next page, will convey a birly good idea of the 
devetopment of the £ilMric, if it is not^ that the solid black rq|>resMits what 
remains of the Early English Period, the hatched portions the work of the 
Middle Ages, and the dotted portions the Modern work. I have also shewn 
the original extent of the chapels, and have dotted on the shape of the old 
communion rails. The pillars of the eastern half dividing the two aisles are 
very poor in character, out of the perpendicular, and have a difierent style of 
base to those further west. Six of the eight pillars are of an irr^lar 
octagon form, and one is round. 

*St. Michael'*, CwvenUy, measutcs lao feet; Manche»ter Catbcdial, its fcetj St. Nicholas, YvommiUi* 



Old Vestry. 



There is no record of when the little old vestry was added 
outside the east-end wall between the two buttresses, but 
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It was anciently the custom in the North of England for the 
Sunday afternoon to be qpeat in the reading; of prayers only, 
the sermon having been preached in the morning. But in the year 1627, 
George Fleming, one of the benefactors to the Free Grammar School, 
bequeathed £10 towards the raising of a stock for an afternoon lccti:ror, to be 
preserved and disposed of by the Aldermen. Henry Wilson, of Underley Hall 
(the founder of the Farleton tithes), by liis will dated 1639, bequeathed unto 
the Mayor and Aldermen the sum of ;^50 for a like purpose upon this trust and 
ronfidence that " they do procure a godly, learned, and sober divine to preach 
unto them at Kendal Church the word of God, and instruct and catechise 
tbem also in the principal and fundamental points of the Christian religion 
every Sabbath for ever." Likewise, Hugh Barrow, by will in 1641, devised 
out of his lands at Skelsmergh £100 for procuring a lecturer in the afternoon 
on every or every other Sunday. Edwaird Fisher bequeathed the further sum 
of £20. In 1670 Foard left a legacy of £10, and John Hay left 6s. 8d. yearly 
out of lands in Kendal Parks towards the self same object. For many years 
back now these lectureships have been paid by the Corporation to the Vicar. 

On coming to one of these lectures, the famous Bernard Gilpin observed 
a glove hanging up in a prominent place. Upon asking the reason, the 
sexton informed him that it was there as a challenge to any one that should 
take it down. Bernard ordered the sexton to reach it to him, but upon his 
utterly refusing, Gilpin took it down himself, and put it in his breast. When 
the people were assembled he went into the pulpit, and before he concluded 
his sermon took occasion to rebuke them severely for those inhuman 
challenges. " I hear," saith he, " that one among you hath hanged up a glove 
e\'en in this sacred place threatening to fight any one who taketh it down. 
Seel I have taken it down," and pulling out the glove, he held it up to the 
ccMlgregation, and then showed them how unsuitable such stupid practices 
were to the profession of Christianity. 

XVUth C«.t»y Clm»»l<«i»i M.t« » '"O"' 

pairs being done to the rough- 
cast, mending of the " fformes," of providing a new " dyall to ye clocke " with 
a new pointer to " itt," and for mending of the " chyme " and two hammers. 
In these days the Church glass was kept in repair by contract, the annual sum 
being " three pounds lawfull English money," reduced in 1666 to 30s. 
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Between the years 1663-5 we have record of rashes being brought to 
" strawe the High Quire ** with, on the occasion of the visit of the Archdeacon 
of Richmond, and of washing and sweeping the Church against Sir Joseph's 
(Cradock) coming to *'sitt his Court of Correction, and sentence offenders 
from his chair of state." Also, in 1664, of a man being paid for varnishing a 
new censer for Church use. Only think of it I a censer — ^yet one must of^en 
wish for a waft of incense now to purify the overloaded atmosphere within the 
Church of to-day. Again, in 1670, of a deep hole being dug within the Church 
for ** buiytng ye bones." On September tith, 1671, the river swept over the 
Churchyard wall, where " itt IdTt much ifish.** It seems also to have raised op 
the old flooring of the Vestry, and to have put the wardens to the expense of 
paying is. 6d. for drink to certain men for removing the oak chest out of 
reach of the water. 

In 1675-6 the Communion Table was enlarged and railed in with clew 
rails and gates for the exclusion of dogs, and there were bought " 15 \ cards and 
a quarter of fine-green-cloth, eleaven yeards of ffine HoUan, and silk-ffringe for 
the green table doth." The table frame and the communion " rayles " were 
also painted green, and the Lord's Prayer and Creed were painted on a 
green -framed canvas. During the years 1676 and 1678, 52 cwt. of lead was 
bought from Sir Philip Musgravc to repair the roof with. This lead came 
from Hartley Castle, then being dismantled. In 1679, the masonry of the 
" Lord-Parr-quier " window was repaired. 

The year following the induction of the Kev. Thomas Miirgatroyd as 
Vicar — 1684 — the Church was " beautified " in every available space with Icxts 
of Scripture, cherubim and seraphini. _i;reen hissing serpents and flying 
dragons, and tiie whole i;ariiished and i-iiiliroidered with sundry quaint devices . 
and flourishes in green, yellow, and black painted upon the whitewash : the 
text over the pulpit bein^— " Crs' aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a 
trumpet, and shew my people their transgression and the house of Jacob their 
sins;" another, over tlu Alderman's pew. being — ** F"or rulers are not a terror 
to good works, but to the evil." Thr exterior walls were likewise dect^rated in 
yellow and black margins some five inches wide on the roughcast, extending,' 
round all the dnors and windows, up the angles of the walls and buttresses, 
and completely round the steeple. All this interior "decoration" lasted fori |5 
years till the restoration of 1829, and the exterior till the removal of the rough- 
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casting in 1844. It is curious to read in the charchwarden*s accounts how a 
certain James Addison, painter, of Hornby, contracted to do this for the sum 
of " thirty pounds of currant Inglish money,'* using "size, soe that it shall not 
grime or spoHi mens cloathes, well writeing of sentencs and flourishing them 
decently and in good order, alsoe to make anew the Kings Arroes and the Ten 
Commandments and to do them soe well as they shall not peel or fail for the 
!^ce of twenty years next hereafter coming.*" It seems that he also contracted 
for six pounds *Mo make green the font and pulpit and to beautifie the cornise 
under the King's Arms.*' Doubtless the churchwardens could answer with a 
good conscience the question put at the time of visitation — " Is your Church 
well plastered within ? *' In 1685 the middle alley was reilagged, and the 
clock loft was refloored with 2-inch planks ; the two northern aisles were like- 
wise reflagged in 1686. 



vir>.T^i- ^ J. ^. , ^ , i On the 22nd day of June, 1690, 

XYIIIth Centunr Chronolotfioal Motes. . _ ^ 

the Rev. William Crosby, who 

was such a great blessing to the parish for 34 years, became Vicar. He found 
the Church in a very neglected condition. We are told '* many would choose 
to tarry at home rather than go to the Church." However, he soon found that 
he did not labour in vain, for through his ministrations and bright example the 
Church became filled to overflowing. Through his advice, the old custom of 
burying the dead without coffins was suppressed. He also struck a blow at 
the drinking customs of that day, for *'att a generall meeting of ye church- 
wardens held June 3rd, 1703, it was agreed on by a general! consent yt here- 
after there should be no men* \ spent in eating and drinking upon the parish 
charge upon any peremptory clay, and that the churchwardens be allowed only 
4d. a man out of the public stock for their reft^eshment.** Some quaint entries 
concerning the provision and cost of wine for sacred and other less sacred 
purposes are to be met with prior to this time — ^for instance, the late Canon 
Simpson produced a paper which showed that very heavy sums comparativdy 
had been annually spent at Kendal in procuring communion wine. One item 
was for ^6, another £g, and again ^11 ; whilst c^posite one of the entries was 
the remark — " That is exclusive of wine used at Easter*'* It would seem that 
it was customary for the Vicar to give the Easter wine, receiving in return 
Easter dues. On another occasion, when the Bishop of Chester was about to 
visit the Church, the wardens ordered a bottle of sack to be placed in the 
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vestry. Here also is a sidelight : — Ordered that no wine be given to any 
clergyman to carry home." 

Likewise, it was Vicar Crosby who struck the last Uow w^idi separated 
the sports, plays, and dancings of the village wakes, thai had hitherto been lo 
closely connected with it, from the Church. On Sumiays and holidaj^ the 
Churchyard used always to be a public playground, but on the great Church 
festivals the desecration was &r vrorse. D^ers in all kinds of goods appeared 
on the scene, spread their wares on the tombstones, and could with difficult 
be kept out of the sacred edifice itself. It ui not sarprising that a multitude of 
quaint customs had sprung up around the holy days. For these were the 
holiday's of the people in " Mcnie England," when they gathered first In the 
Church, then around the maypole, and lastly, at those feastings on special 
viands dedicated to special occasions, which, to some extent, live on among os 
even to this day, although the origin and meaning of them have mostly 
become lost. From time immemorial, for instance, Christmas cheer was 
incomplete without its mince-pies and plum pudding, the former emblematic 
by their shape of the manger-bed and the latter by its rich ingredients of the 
offerings of the Magi. The pan-cakes of Shrove Tuesday, the simnel cakes of 
Mid-Lent, the figs of Palm Sunday, we are still attracted by. Even the great 
fnst of the year has its peculiar fond in the hot cross bun, a survived of the 
heathen practice of offering consecrated cakes to the gods — the stamp of the 
cross probably marks the effort of the Church to give a Christian significance 
to a practice that was found to be practically ineradicable. Whitsuntide used 
to have its own special feast, known as Whitsun ales or ( hurch ales — an 
institution by which money was obtained for the repairing of the Church, 
helping the poor, and various charitable purposes. The wardens brewed the 
uIl', and on the appointed day half the country side assembled to join in the 
fL'stivities — music and song, bowls and ball, dice and card-playiiig, dancing and 
merry-making — but Crosby would have none of them. The burning of the 
yulc-log in sacrifice to Thor the Thunderer ; the use of the mistletoe, that 
most sacred of all the Druidical plants; and the singing of carols as a 
memorial of the angelic hymns are still adjuncts to the gaiety and brightness 
of the Feast of the Nativity. 

In 1705 the roof was taken off the middle alley, and the timbers renewed. 
There is an entry of 3s. 3d. paid to Edward Gibbon for "trailing >e 
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fjreat Beameforye Middle AUey from Dr. Archer's, Oxenholme." In 1712 
the altar piece was repaired, viz, : — Two pediments, two panels, and two 
gilded flames. The altar rails and vestry door were repainted and the sun-dial 
repaired in 1715. Between the years 1723-25 the Church was new glared with 
large square crown glass, and the best of the old painted glass carefully 
preserved. Thirt^^i 11 yards of new stone mullions were found necessar}' for 
reparing the south-east Parr Chapel and the north-east HeMingham Chapel 
windows. In 1724 Vicar Crosby cansud neat gravel walks to be made in the 
Churchyard. In 1725 a new brass vane, bearing the arms of the Corporation 
of Kendal, was procured at a cost of ^^2 2h. 6d. — a vane which has now braved 
the winti rs of more than 170 years. On December and, 1733, V icar Crosby 
preaclud his last sermon: — "The night is far spent, the day is at hand." 
Upon the foil* win;; day he was seized with apoplexy, and on the Friday 
passed away at cK Acn o'clock, the same hour that lu- daily used to go to 
attend the pray<Ts of tlx " Church Militant; he was called to the " Church 
Triumphant " at the age of 70 years. 

During the eleven years of the Rev. Richard Cuthbert's incumbency there 
is little to record, but the succeeding reign of the Rev. Dr. Symonds is 
notable as a chapter of accidents. One Sunday, February 21st, 1762, some 
lead on the roof was thrown up with such violence during a storm, that it 
broke one of the beams, and so terrified the congregation that they ran out of 
Church in great confusion. The illustration on the next page shews how tall 
the tower pinnacles were at this period ; indeed, two-and-a-half times taller than 
they now are. Great was the consternation therefore, when, in the following 
month, one of them fell through the roof during divine service. The circum- 
stance is quaintly recorded, and concludes by saying that ** it did no other 
damage than break a poor woman's leg in her hurry to get out of the Church," 
Needless to say, all the other pinnacles were immediately looked to, and at 
once shortened to their present size. Upon another occasion, in May, 1767, 
again during service, the congregation were terrified by an earthquake shock, 
accompanied by a great rumbling noise. Thieves broke into the little vestry 
by lifting the lead covering to the roof on September 23rd, 1775, and stole the 
communion plate, which was never recovered. It consisted of three silver 
flagons (one weighing 90 ounces), two silver gilt cups» two silver salvers, and 
one or two smaller cups of silver. Again, five years later, the new set was 
likewise stolen, but this time, the thieves were disappointed as they found it to 
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be only plated; so that in disgust they threw it into a neighbouring field, 
^nd left it there in a battered and bruised condition. The plate was again 
stolen in April, 1836. 

It was in the year 1787 that the Rev. Dr. Symonds. then in his 78th year, 
buried Alderman Francis Drinkell, a hosier and noted florist, owning a 
vegetable garden where Lowtber Street now is. The Vicar's fnenddiip for 
poor Drinkell was evidently collateral with his great love for peas, for while 
reading the burial s^ice, he suddenly stopped short and exdaimed to the 
:sextott, quite audibly enough for all to hear—" Aye, but Tom, wbere shall we 
set our peas next year ? " 

The old " Bell House," situated in the north-west corner of the Church- 
yard, and which had been for many years rented to Zechariah Wright as a 
plumber's shop, was removed in 1790, and the proceeds from the sale of its 
materials paid for the erection of some new seats, filling the space of the " old 
middle cross aisle " on either side of the nave. 

_ About this time the churchwardens made a habit of 

leaving the Church, during the ante-communion service, 
to visit the public-houses in search of non>attenders, whom they reported to 
the Church authorities for prosecution. For it must be remembered that 
■every one who lailed to attend divine service in some authorised place of 
worship, every Sabbath morning, was subjected to a fine of twelve pence if 
thus detected. As forther proof of their 2eal, they seldom returned without 
bringing with them some poor little urchins caught playing, whom they would 
place in firont of the pulpit with their spells and icnursi catsttcks and balls, 
held erect in their hands. It is said that the wardens found this visitation of 
the public^houses a very refreshing duty. 

This naturally leads me to write a word or two about the punishment 
•called " public penance," which formed no uncommon portion of the Church 
procedure during the XVII*'' and XVIII*'' Centuries. In its milder form, 
those persons who were so nnluclgr as to be caught by the wardens wilfully 
^disobeying their authority, or who were charged before the Ecclesiastical 
Courts for defaming the character of a lady, or such like, were ordered to 
appear and stand during service in a con^cuons part of the Parish Church on 
the following Sunday, arrayed in a white sheet. The <»deal was a most trying 
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one, and sometimes little deserved. But the more rigorous penance for 
immoraliiy prior to marriage, or adultery after, seems to me to have been of a 
very salutary nature. On such occasions the brute of a man or the poor 
women who bore unhusbandcd a mother's name, were ordered to appear on 
three successive Sundays before the whole ct^ngrei^ation, beinf^ bare-head<d, 
bare-foot, and bare-legged, enwrapped in a white sheet, and holding a white 
wand. Immediately after the reading of the Gospel they were publicly 
ordered to stand upon a form before the pulpit, and repeat the following 
confession at the dictation of the clerg\man: — "Whereas L good people, 
forgetting my duty to the Almighty (iod, have committed the detestable 
sin, and have provoked the wrath of Gud against me to the great danger 
of my soul, and evil example of others : I do earnestly repent, and am heartily 
sorry for the same, desiring Almighty God, for the merits of Jesns Christ, to 
fortnve me both this and all other offences, and also ever hereafter to assist me 
with His IIol)- Spirit that I tnay never fall into the like offence again ; and for 
that end and that purpose. I desire ycui all here present to pray for me, sayinj^, 
* Our Father, which art in heaven,' " and so forth. There is an entry in the 
Churchwarden's P>ook for 1672 as follows : — '* Reed, from Lau rence t^harnbers 
and Robert Bateman when yey pform'd penance 12s. toward-^ bu\ ing ye Book 
of Martyrs." The last person who did pcnaiu in the Church was Bella 
Rennison about the year 1794, who was brought from the House of Correction 
arrayed in a white sheet, and stood in front of the pulpit during the whole of 
the morning ser\'ice. 

The Church improvements, inaugarated with the commencement of the 
XIX*^ Century, followed very soon after that marked revolution in the 
manners and customs of Westmorland, when oar people insensibly lost the 
singularities that characterised the preceding ages. The opening of the turn- 
pike roads, which introduced the customs of the capital into this remote and 
then sequestered comer of the kingdom, and the consequent extension of 
commerce, was the principal circumstance effecting this. Fortunately, the 
Church possessed at the time a very able Vicar— the Rev. Henry Robinson^ 
who, by bis dauntless energy, raised sufficient money between the years idoo 
and 1806 to undertake the complete repair of all the main timbers in the tooL 



OrgKtt Gallery. 



As far back as the year 1703 a small gallery had been 
erected at the west end of the nave, half way between the 
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first and second columns, to accommodate the organ ; and I find that one 
hundred years later, a vestry meeting was held on the fifth day of May, 1800, 
at which it was resolved unanimously : — " That application be made to the 
Ordinary for a faculty to extend the organ gallerj' in the said Church from the 
north and south ends according to a plan then produced, to be vested in trust 
in the Vicar of the said parish, and in the Mayor, Recorder, and two senior 
Aldermen of the burgh of Kirkby Kendal and their successors for the time 
being. That the said trustees be empowered to borrow money for the erection 
of the said gallery on security of the seats to be placed in the same, which 
scats must be let to farm for as much rent as may reasonably be had for them ; 
and that the said trustees shall, after paying the interest of the money 
borrowed, pay such part of the 
rents and profits arising there- 
from, as the major part of them 
shall think proper, towards the 
augmentation of the organist's 
salary, and the remainder of the 
rents and profit to be by them 
laid out in repairs and orna- 
ments of the Church, or in 
paying off such part of the 
principal money as they may 
chuse." Signed by H. Robin- 
son (Vicar), Thomas Holme 
Maude (Mayor), and the four 
Williains — Pennington, Moore, 
Berry, and Fisher. The faculty 
was granted on the loth of 
July, and the gallery extended 
at a cost of £igs 6s. 3d., " for 
the accommodation of the in- 
habitants," as if the space of the floor had been insufficient for the congrega- 
tion I This was done by throwing out two curved wings across the inner 
aisles, which finished at the third column, having intermediate supports of 
oaken Corinthian pillars. The mortgage appears to have been paid off in 
1817, after which time the rents were aj^opriated in augmenting the salary of 
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the organist, in paying a salary to a singing master, gfiving an annual treit to 
the singers, in painting the rails of the Churchyard when required, or in 
such other small matters as the trustees thought proper. This frightful 
obstruction to the dignity of the arcades remained until the year 1847, when, 
presumably owing to the building of the two new Churches in the town 
dedicated to St. Thomas and St. Geoi^e, it was demolished. New stones can 
be seen inserted in the aisle columDS to fill up the gaps fonnerly holding the 
supports of the gallery. 

Vicar Matthew Murfitt seems to have rested upon the labours of his pre- 
decessor, as we have no record of any structural alt' r ii ions made in his time 
beyond soiue slight improvement to the doors and entrances. However, in 
December of 1813, wi i o Hn l that a vestry meeting was held for the purpose 
of considering the ik cessity of airing the church by stoves. At this time, 
also, the "Sanctus Bell" was removed from the roof of the Beliingham Chapel 
to the tower. 

Th. Ite.««»Uo» of 1828. '^Sinning of the year 1815, the Re». 

John Hudson, M.A.» became Vicar, ana in- 
augurated that spirit of revival which resulted in what is known as the first 
great restoration of 1829. His first act, however, was one of destruction. 
That wondrous Gothic canopy, from ro to 12 feet in height and painted blue* 
which was suspended over the ancient font, was removed in x8i8. 

A proposal to enclose with railings the Churchyard at a cost of £3^7, at 
first rejected in August, x8z6, was by his indomitable energy adopted in 1822; 
and when it is remembered that those beautiful wrought iron gates which 
adorn the present entrance took the place of some rotten wooden fencing and 
turnstiles, they must ever be regarded as a permanent tribute to his zeal for 
the Church. The Kirkland stocks were likewise removed, and placed just out- 
side against the wall of the " Ring o' Bells.'* At this time, also, the Vicar 
opened out a gateway from the Glebe House into the Churchyard, and railed 
off a narrow path leading therefrom up to his new Church gates. This 
improvement, however, greatly offended poblic opinion by reason of its 
traversing ground that was full of graves. It is probable that the Church- 
yard formerly extended further westward than it does at present, Ibr in 
2862 the woikroen employed in digging a trench for the new gas main in 
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Kirkland ramr upon a quantity of hutnan honos and skulls, lvin,£; some four 
feet below the surface of the street. A portion of a tombstone was also found, 
bearing liate 1630 clearly marked upon it. In nil likelihood, fullv one-half of 
the width nf the present street and the land on v. hich the huildinj^'s south of 
No. 27. Kirkland, now stand, formed part of the ancient Churchyard. 

Hudson then seems to have lamed his attention to the inside of the 
sacred building, and it must be remembered that probably nothing had been 
done to dean the walls since they were so fantastically decorated in 1684. In 
October, 1828, he had the courage to clear the whitewash and paint from off 
two of the columns, and then to invite the public to say whether or not they 
would have the whole of the Church thus cleansed and restored by public sub- 
scription. Such an improvement, which revealed the ashlar work, was at once 
obvious to all, so that the good man*s heart rejoiced as he at length closed the 
Church on Febniaty 22nd, 1829, and set about his restoration. Thus not only 
was the ancient credence table discovered on the first column from the east 
end, but it was also seen that the greater proju rtion of the columns were built 
of freestone, with the notable exception of one of the large massive pillars 
supporting the tower, which is of limestone, and that the next two had 
courses of limestone also inserted. It is conjectured , that the freestone was 
brought from the ruins of the Roman station at WatercFOok, and at first 
formed part of the ancient Saxon Church on this site. The same kind of 
freestone is found in the structure of the Castle. 

It is not known when the old rood screen * was removed, but there are 
corbels existing on the pillars of the chancel pointing to a time when a beam 
restcid upon them. Vicar Hudson erected an elaborate Gothic plaster chancel 
arch across the nave, filled the spandrUs with trefoils and quatrefoils, and 
surmounted the whole with a battlemented top, from which hung down the old 
colours presented to \\\v V'oltintcers by the Hon. Mrs. Howard of Levens in 
1803. Unfortunately, the old piscina at the altar of the Holy Trinity, which 
was then in a mutilated state, instead of being restored, was ruthlessly taken 
out and destroyed. The piscina at the altar of St. Thomas-a-Becket, then 
known as the Chambre Chapel, was allowed to remain until the later restora- 
tion of 1850. 

* The «of4 rood or rvi is of Saxon w\^m and signifies a cross ot crucifix* Wben tiK Reforaiatioil came 
wXL roods iicrv swept away by order. 
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Intekiuk looking East. 



Outside the west wall of the inner north aisle will be seen the marks of an 
old doorway, shown on Todd's Elevation, illustrated on page 17, giving the 
bellringers access by a steep wooden stair to the belfry floor, which was then 
on a level with the sill of the great window. Hut as it was found to be as easy 
an egress to the '* King o' Bells," the doorway was blocked up, the staircase 
removed, and another entrance to the loft made from off the spiral tower stair. 
This new doorway can still be seen in the northern jamb of the west window. 

The bell loft at first was only shut off from the nave by a balustrading 
between the columns of the tower, and whilst the se.xton was ringing the 
" evening bell," boys made a habit of gathering in the loft to play around the 
ropes. Upon one occasion, it is reptjrted that a lad, swinging upon one of 
them, hitched against this railing and, loosening his hold, fell over and broke 
his thigh. A sad occurrence truly, but what was the consequence? To 
prevent similar accidents the enlightened wardens studded up partitions 



^oogle 



HOLY TRINITY CHURCH. 



525 




Interior looking West. 



between the arches, plastered around the loft, and entirely blocked the west 
window from view. It would seem that this was both easier and more 
consistent with their notions of decency than the alternative course of 
preventing the boys from playing in the Church ! 

I have succeeded in finding in London two most interesting water-colour 
paintings of the Church, made by Richard Stir/aker immediately after the resto- 
ration was completed, and by the kindness of the owner, I have been enabled 
to photograph them for illustration in this book. The one taken from the west 
end gives a very true impression of the beauty of the old flat wainscot ceiling 
over the nave, with the clerestory windows and fine arches beneath. Heyond 
is seen the " chancel beam," supporting the King's Arms and the Ten 
Commandments, with the old Kendal and Lonsdale V^jlunteer colours hanging 
on either side, whilst in the foreground John Jennings, the sexton, stands in 
his knee-breeches and long swallow-tailed coat superintending the laying of a 
flag over a vault beside one of the massive tower columns. The other, taken 
from the east end, is perhaps even more interesting, as it shows the old square 
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communion rails, and Bishop Jewell's " Defence of his Apology for the Church 
of England/* fastened by a chain to a chancel column for public reading. 
This interesting volume is now in the Glebe Library. Beyond is the "three- 
decker" pulpit standing against a column one bay further west than at 
present, and at the far end is seen the old gallery and organ with its crown 
and mitres. 

The Restoration of 1850. ^" "*^ ^P'"* '^44, the Rev. 

foseph Watkins Barnes, M*A«, became Vicar. 

He immediately caused the roughcast with its yellow and black decoration to 

be removed from the exterior walls, and the joints neatly pointed in grey 

mortar. The old cradle, so long used for hoisting up the whitewashers to the 

.steeple, remained in a corner of the Church for a few years longer as a relic of 

those whitewashing days. Eighteen months later, attention was called to the 

dampness of the fabric by reason of the Churchyard being mostly from four to 

five feet above the level of the floor, whereupon, with characteristic energy, 

Barnes set himself the unenviable and delicate business of gaining consent to 

remove many grave stones in order -to lower the yard to its present levdi 

As has been already said, the great cumbersome organ galler}- at the 
west end was remo\Ld in tlu' year 1847, together with the hideous bell-loft. 
The organ was placed on the floor against the main west doors, and the 
bellringers were provided with a proper belfry chamber in the tower. Not* 
withstanding the unfortunate blocking of the doors, the opening up of the old 
west window to the nave was of such a great advantage to the general aspect 
of the interior, that it more than compensated for the loss. Truly this was a 
good beginning and a happy foretaste of the great work which this young 
Vicar set so earnestly about to accomplish. 

The c«)n)ing events, of which the former were but shadows, could not be 
delayed for long. The mind of the congrci^ation was beinj; irresistibly 
awakened to the awfid decay of their neglected Church ; they were slow to 
realise it perhaps, yet the day had to come, and with almost a shock the 
inhabitants at last read the following report from Mr. Crowther, of Man- 
chester : — " In October, 1848, I accidentally visited the Church. It would be 
difficult to describe the wretched condition of the fabric. Centuries of neglect 
or injudicious repair had resulted in leaking roofs, walls green with mouldering 
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damp, columns more than thdlr diameter out of the perpendicular and 
tottering to their fall, pews of every shape and size, windows of post- 
Reformation date and the vilest character architecturally — a tout-ensemble 
presenting about as melancholy a spectacle of neglect, ruin, and irreverence as 
imagination could conceive.** But such a r^rt was too much even for the 
bravest. All the mnd seemed to vanish from their sails, and for two years 
they could do no more than re-chisel and repair the old circular-headed door at 
the end of the north aisle, together with the windows on either side of it. 

Dr. William Whewdl, Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, in writing 
to his sister, under date September 22nd, 1850, says :— " I went to Kendal 
while I was staying with James Marshall at Coniston. I found they had dis- 
closed the foundations c^the chancd piers only the day before, and the result 
was they were in such a condition that all who saw them wondered th^ had 
stood so long, especially one old lady who had been in the habit of sitting 
near the most dangerous pier seemed quite shocked at the danger which she 
had escaped.** As a consequence of this timely visit, Dr. Whewell determined 
immediately to make a representation of the matter to his College, and we find 
that they quickly issued an order for the underpinning and rebuilding of these 
columns, and also for the complete restoration of the whole chancel. 

The followirif^ month saw the •^icat n storation rommenccd, and the old 
ht. ('if()i;L;<'"s Chapil in the Markt-t l^lace (Kaiud ami put intn a state of decent 
repair for the ttinixnary occupation of thi- ( < >nL,'regation. as far as space would 
allow. Pnllinf,' down first the east wall witli tlie little old vestry behind, the 
CoIIt '^L' rebuilt the buttressed <;able and hlied their new east window witti pale 
green antique glass. The old wind'nv was wider than tlie one now etectcd, 
and. curiously like to tlie one in the otlier church at Kirkby-in-Lonsdale, was 
not centralU plat ed. It had live main lights, sub-divided above the transome 
into ten. with cinq-foil heads. The centre compartment contained some four 
or five stjuare feet of stained fjlass, which tiadition said catne from l- uriu ss 
Abbtiy. and the side-lights some two or tliree feet more. Indeed, tlu're was 
only just so much left as to excite regret for that holy enthusiasm which 
levelled its fury in olden time against this most beautiful of the ancient arts. 
The best of the qlass was sent to the ^fuse^lm for preservation, and thi^ rest 
was subsequently incorporated with the m<»st nortli-eastcrly of the clerestory 
windows. The well-carved corbels on the cast wall supporting the chancel 
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arcadtj were not executed until the year 1868. But the old communion rail?, 
which were tin t t'-sided, as is well illustrated on page 225, were straightened 
at this time and set back some Hve feet. 

The College then removed the plaster arch erected by Vicar Hudson and 
extended the chancel one bay further west, cutting short the nave with four 
cIerestor\- windows hy so much, leaving eight on either side instead of ten. 
The six chancel columns were entirely rebuilt, and the roof, hitherto low and 
unsightly, was replaced by one of more elaborate design and raised to the 
height of the original roof. A wooden hammer-beam chancel arch was 
thrown across the nave, having tracery spundrils resting on angel corbels* 
bearing shields with the emblems of the Passion carved upon them. 
In the base of the column nearest to the altar on the south side was hewn 
out a chsimber about seven inches by four, into which a number of different 
European coins were deposited ; also, a glass bottle hermetically sealed, 
containing the Vicar's address on the subject of the restoration, a list of 
subscriptions, and a piece of vellum setting forth that this pillar and five 
others in the Church were rebuilt A.D. 1850, &c., &c. 

John Mann, one of the churchwardens, gave some of the old carved 
capitals, corbels, and mullions to his friend the Rev. Edward Hawkes, 
minister of the Unitarian Chapel, and some of these are still to be seen 
ornamenting a rockery at the burial ground in the Market Place. There is an 
especially fine carved capital there which I would fain see restored to the old 
Church, and there taken care of by the Vicar. 

But, since the rest uf the fabric was as badly dilapidated as the chancel, the 
parishioners, stimulated by the energy, sacrifice, and determined perseverance 
of their Vicar, also set t<> work, and ahnost completely overhauled what 
was left untouched by the Collej^'e patrons. The roof was made open, 
and thus raised some 18 feet at the apex higher than the old flat oak 
ceiling, which was panelled with painted ribs and rosettes at the inter* 
sections, similar to the Parr Chapel. It will be noticed that the string 
course l>elow the clerestory on the north side is lower and the windows 
are larger than those on the south side. The west end wall wis next 
attacked. By removing the organ to the Hellingham Chapel, it became 
necessary to do something with the white painted main entrance doors and 
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the dilapidated window above. The doors were rebuilt and widened, and 
the window redressed with fresh tracery. Upoti the exterior of one of the 
mullions will be Seen a well carved-horse sh£>e for good luck. 

The peculiarly wide porch of the XIV*'* Century was then demolished to 
make way for the present erection. On the southern side there was a priest's 
door, with a four-light window beside it, and within was a holy stoup. There is 
still to be seen on the outer fece of the wall a line showing where the flashing 
of this wide roof came. I have thought it well to put the two elevations of this 
western facade close together, so that the round-headed arch of the central 
door and the odd-looking ancient porch can be compared with the work of this 
restoration. Below the new porch a heating chamber was excavated to take 
the place of the six old ugly stoves ; and it is said, but I cannot vouch for the 
&ct, that the hot-water pipes now required to heat the Church from this 
chamber, measure about one mile in length. 

At this restoration it was also n"ti< rd tliat th<- bases of the rhancil 
columns were several ft-rt fn»l<jw the then K v».l of the i haiu rj tio<»r. and that 
the base levels cf the wli iK nave arcade ^'r.idiialK ros/ upwards to th«' \v<. -t( lu 
end. It was therct«.)ri (.ici^ulcd to nston- this aniieiit slope oner ac'iri, 
and in order to show the bases fully. st)int; niiu- iiirhes nf ijiMiiiKl hail ti« In 
excavated away froFii thr w< >t end irsd no \v^< than threr r< « t from tlu i-,i-t 
en<l- an excavation uhieli not only discovered a niitnber ot sii\cr aiul (npp«^r 
coins "f Henry \' I II. and Elizabeth's time, but also necessitated the iLUiov ii ■ f 
** cart-load- " of human boius. It wa> also disco\Lied that the basi- of tlu 
Sandes' column, l>ein}; the fifth on the nortii side from the east end ami iip -ii 
which his monument was < n ( !» d, had an ornamental band upon it uortlis 
notice. Previously the aisiis liad been paved witli «]uari > and dianioiui- i ( 
buff and blue pavint^ flaj^s, and upon tlu ir beint^' t iki n uj) they wtric u»ed as 
coping stones, and can now be seen on the Glebe House garden wall.* 

The old s(piare and high-backed pews, none of which had any interesting 
feature about them — excepting pi rhaps the large and high-curtained pew of 
the Hall situated against the third column from the east in the outer north 
aisle, and which was lined with blue cloth and plentifully garnished with brass* 

* Since writin^^ thi'i, (he wall has just hern taken down and a low dwarf wall with iron aiUafl 

wibitituted ID iu place; • vast improveineDt which throws open the gardens around the Qebe Hoote> 
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headed nails — was removed, and the entire Church re-seated with low open 
benches. The four carved oak bench ends of the old clerk's pew alone were 
kept, and they are now framed into the present front choir stalls. The carving 
upon the new choir stalls and the different 
designs on the nave bench ends is decidedly 
good, and worthy of a better material than 
stained pitch pine. Seats were provided in the 
north aisle and raised tier above tier for the 
boys from the Blue Coat School, National 
School, and Jennings' Yard School. And at 
the same time, the Abbot Hall doorway be- 
neath the third north window from the east 
was blocked up. 

The renovation of the old black marble font 
was undertaken by the ladies of the town, and 
private subscription enabled them to raise it 
on a massive base in the form of a Maltese 
Cross, and to pave the baptistry floor with en- 
caustic tiles. The font cover has been erected 
recently in memory of the late Venerable 
Archdeacon Cooper. 

At this time, also, the Belliiigham Chapel 
was re-roofed by the Hon. Mrs. Howard, and 
the old elaborate oak ceiling — then much 
decayed — was replaced with a new one of 
similar design in a rather unsuccessful imita- 
tion of the rich fretwork and stalactitic orna- 
mtnts of the same period in stone. It is 
adorned with gilt bosses containing the bugle 
horn and other bearings, the cognizances of 
the Hellingham family. Two of the clerestory 
windows in this chapel were many years before 
blocked up. and it is to be regretted that at 
this restoration they were not again opened 
out. 
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Firuilly, six stained ^'lass windows were presented, and the whole of 
the clerestory w induws in the nave were re-gla^ed by private gifts. When the 
congregation re-assembled on June jrd, 1852, they must have felt it difficult to 
conceive that they were worshipping, indeed, in the s;une Church. It is 
worthy of note that during the whole time of this restoration morning prayers 
were said in the building, even when the roof was off. Since then, in the year 
1854, the windows of the north aisle, except the Hellingham Chapel, were 
re-gla/ed in diamond (juarries instead of the old s<pjare crown glass put in in 
1 72 J. The Churchyard was closed for buiials on September 9th. 1855 ; and in 
April, 1857, Christopher Gardener presented a new tower clock. 



Recent Events. 



On August 15th, 1858, the Kev. John Cooper, 
became Vicar. In the year 1862, the plain perpendicular 
window of the Strickland Chapel was tilled with appropriate tracery in 
harmony with the corresponding window of the north central aisle, and glared 

with the anticjue green glass which was 
taken out of the great east window. 
L'nfoitunately, the freestone string conrse, 
introduced with such good effect under 
the windows on tlie south-west side of 
the Church, and which was one of the 
features so much insisted on by the archi- 
tect of the restoration, was omitted below 
this window. 



*4 



The LAiK Ven. Akchueacun Cuupkk. 



The restoration of the south-east corner 
of the Church was commenced on the 23ril 
(lay of May, 1864. The walls were 
strengthened by a plain chamfered plinth of 
freestone with limestone base, and also by 
the re-building of all the buttresses except- 
ing one. A moulded freestone string-course was also inserted, with projecting 
s<|uare blocks and gurgf)yles, and the whole surmounted with crocketted pin- 
nacles and a battlement. The six windows to the south, including the old 
priests' door and one to the east, were entirely rebuilt, and the roofs over both 
aisles, including the chapels, were rc-timbcred. The limestone sun-dial in the 
Churchyard was erected in September, 18O6. 
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During the progress of these works» costing some £2^200 and lasting over 
a period of twelve months, divine service was never interfered with or 
suspended. The beautiful Caen stone dado, presented by Mr. T. A. Acgles in 
memoiy of the late Tobias Atkinson and of Elizabeth his wife, was completed in 
, Z667. The centre part from the iloor to the window sill consists of an arcade 
of nine pointed Gothic arches, surmounted with a vine leaf cornice and crest 
of exquisite tracery. The pillars are of polished Kendal Fell marble, with 
crowned and mitred heads at the springing of the arches. On each side of 
the window are high curved niches, surmounted by a carved canopy, within 
which — on the bend — are painted the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and 
the Lord's Prayer. A good story is told of the late Archdeacon Cooper, that 
when he was appealed to by a clergyman as to whether it was right to remove 
the Ten Commandments from the east end, he replied : — ** My dear sir, at my 
Church they have already bent them, and, I am afraid, will before long break 
them ; so that by removing them you, at least, would prevent such an evil." 

The restoration of the two north roofs, except that over the BelHngham 
Chapel, was commenced on July 6tb, 1868; unfortunately, after all the 
experience of oft*repeated drmy, they were only oxrctited in pitch pine. 
At the same time it was found necessary to re-build certain portions of 
the north west wall, one new buttress facing west was added, the angle 
one re-built, and a battlemented parapet erected the full length of the 
north side to match that on the south side, with diabolical gurgoyles to 
frightrn away the evil spirit which superstition always assigns to the 
north side of a church. All along in the cornice are placed at intervals 
several freestone paterse cut in divers devices and monograms, among 
which latter may be noticed J.C., for John Cooper, Vicar ; J.S.C., for Joseph 
S. Crowthcr. Architect; W.G.R., for William Grayson Rigden, Curate; F.S., 
for Francis Scawell, Curate ; and the date 1868 in antique figures. At the 
same time, the paterae and gurgoyles on the south wall left unfinished in 1864 
were likewise carved with devices and monograms. 

In iSf)<j-7o, the east end of the Beliingham Chapel was taken ui hand by 
the Honourable Mrs. Howard, and rebuilt with two new tracery wiiuiows to 
match the rest of tlu; building. In place of the three clerest<iry windows alttjve 
these, the architect insertt d a rose window with twelve trt'fnil cups railKitinc 
from a cusped se.xfoil centre. The old square crown glass, the last remnant of 
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the 1723 glazing, was taken ont and replaced with diamond panes of a slightly 
greenish hue. The raking battlements the western pediments of the south 
aisles have also been re-built with a new freestone buttress* surmounted with a 
pinnacle at the south-west angle, the old one having become unsafe. 

Gas was introduced for the first time on Advent Sunday, November 28th, 
1869; there were in all 580 burners, and the cost was about £200. It is 
curious to learn that before this— on great occasions — the chandeliers at the 
dissenting chapels were borrowed to add lustre to the services. In 1891* the 
£imily of the late G. F. Braithwaite presented to his memory a chiming clock 
with inner dial, the original outer dial of the 1857 clock being retained. In 
July, 1893, whilst re-tutting and repairing the framework of the bells, it was 
discovered that the massive oak beams of the bellry floor were so decayed 
through damp that they had to be taken out, and a strong concrete floor on 
iron girders substituted. The same year the heating apparatus was also 
renewed. 

wm—t 1^ 1^ was from the old green pulpit of 1684 that one of Kendal's worthies, 
Pulpit. 

the celebrated Oriental traveller Rev. Thomas Shaw, D.D., preached 
one Sunday from the text, " A good name is rather to be chosen tbAn great 
riches," whereupon his drunken brother called out aloud, " So it may be, but 
how must they do that have neither ? " 

This green pulpit with its " hourc f'hisse was removed in the year 1757, 
not hcing, so it is said, in harmony uiiii itie new seats. In its place an oak 
*' three-decker," costing £16, was erected against the fifth south column from 
the east end, a great clumsy structure which slretclietl hall -way across the 
nave, and was surmounted with a canopy. It is said to ha\e l)een of the 
Roman Doric stj le, and bore inlaid the date and sacred monogram. Opposite 
to it on the north column were hung tlie Knig's Arms to constantly remind the 
preacher of his required loyally, and on tlie other side of the same column 
hung Thomas Sandes' mcjnumeni, with the Alderman's pew immediately 
below facing southward. Sixty-six years later -June, 1823-— Vicar Hudson, 
who had long been dissatisfied with the- position of this puljiit, temporarily 
erected another \n the chaneel, and covered it with sixty jards of green clotli 
and furnished it with a blue cushion and tassels. For one Sunday he 
preached from it, but on the Monday following Josias i.amb«rt, of Watchfieid, 
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took " French leave/* and with the assistance of a joiner and an axe 
demolished the erection, because, as he contended, it blocked up the entrance 
to his pew. At the time of the great restoration of 1850, the well-carved oak 
pulptt, raised upon a Caen stone pillar, took the place of the old three*decker, 
which was sold to be converted into a bedstead — truly a most suitable use, 
seeing that for so long a period it had been the cause of so many falling away 
into sleep. When the solid bottom step was being sawn across, a cavity was 
discovered concealing a paper which bore the date of 1236. C^n it possibly be 
that this paper was put there to commemorate the first pulpit erected in the 
Early English Church, which was certainly built about this date? 

Ilnntl- ^^^^'^^ ^^^^ XVII''' Century the Church was seated with 

open " ffornics," and in those days no stoves warnud the incoming 
draughts ; but after this period, the churchwardens, having consideration for 
the comfort of the congregation. hci;an to give permission for the erection of 
closed-in pews. Seven days after Vicar Crosby's induction — on June 2gth, 
1699 — consent was given for the first pew to be erected " att yc first pillar ui 
ye second row of fformes from ye great church doore," We can easily foresee 
the results of such an arrangement, for those who were thus comfortably 
accommodated began to look upon the pews as property which could be 
banded down from father to son. Twenty-one years later, Thomas Lick- 
barrow was put to the expense of 6s. lod. in opposing a Mr. Cook for 
appropriating a pew to himself ; and again, in the year 1723, a sum of 45. was 
added to the churchwardens' expenses when they met at a public-house to 
consult as to what methods should be taken to oppose a Mr. Crowle's deter- 
mination of having a ]}ew solely for his own use. On the 12th day of July, 
ltk)6, I hnd the following notice given : — " That a Vestry Meeting of the 
Churchwardens and Inhabitants of the Parish of Kendal, will be holdea in 
the Parish Church, on Saturday, the twenty-sixth Day of July Instant, at 
eleven o'clock in the Forenoon, to determine what steps should be taken to 
remove or Compel to be removed, or to be made public, the Seats or pews 
lately erected on the South Side of the Chancel, in the said Parish Chuicb. 
Joseph Garnett, Vestry Clerk." As a result of this meeting, it was agreed 
that proper steps should be immediately taken to do away with these seats or 
their appropriation, and that " Messrs. Richardson and Fell be appointed the 
solicitors to act as they shall think proper or be advised." TwO'and.a-baif 
years later another vestry meeting was held on the aist day of January, 1B09, 



Digitized by Google 



HOLY TRINITY CHURCH. 2^9 

"to consider the impropriety of taking up certain places of sitting in the 
Church, by Marv Lambert and Ann Lambert, <;pin?trr=;. and of appropriatinsf 
the said places of sitting to their own ase and benefitt in exclusion of the rest 
of the said parishioners, etc.» etc." 

Nevertheless the practire s^^cms to have continued, f(jr the newspapers for 
TS23 frequently contain complnitits respecting this usurpation. Attain at the 
r(>sti">ratif>n of 1850. when the old hif^f^ledy-i>itf!-':ledv pews were repl.iced Itv low 
and open benches, a stnini; effort was ni ul" to hreak nwav from (his iili-ijrd 
custoni. and (o throw the whole of tht? sittintjs open to the parishionr-rs. But 
alas! owini,' to lack of funds, the intention was but short lived, for h( t\\-cHn 
the y*^^fs iS^S-q. when the- parish was siih-di\ idi d into 17 district parishes, hv 
Lord Blandf )rd"s Act. th(? moth^-r Church Ix-caine so straitened in montn' 
matter*;, that the clinrchwardcns were obli.Licd to back to the [irinciple of 
raisinc: rents tipon allotted seats. Contrary as it undouteillv is to the essential 
characteristic of a parish church, yet from this time the old custom seems to 
have revived. 

__ ^ That there had been an organ in the Church loni' prior tf» the 

year 1657 there can be no doubt, for in the churchwardens' 
books of that date there is an inventor}', concluding " with somr organ pypes 
and old iron nayled up in a chest neare Sir Thomas Strickland nuir. ." Then 
in a deed poll bearint,' date 22nd February. 1608. we find that Jenaet Wilson, 
second wife of Alderman William Wilson, a tanner, did appoint that her 
trustees should permit the mayor, recorder, two senior aldermen, vicar and 
schoolmaster, and their successors for ever to hold *' all that close or parcel of 
Ground called Haverbrack lying in Kendal Park" (worth about jTiS a year) 
upon trust that thev and their siua c ssors fur ever mi.j^ht consent and employ 
the clear rents, issues and pr<ifits thereof yearly for and towards a stipend to 
an organist (by the major part of them to be elected and approved of) for 
playing; every Sabbath day '* upon a pair of Organs in the Parish Church of 
Kirkby Kendal." 

On January 21st, 1701, " Vicar Crosl^ met Mr. Mayor and ye Church> 
wardens to consult about ye organ loft building." Accordingly, in the follow* 
ing year we find that at the west end of the Church the old loft was taken 
ijkywn and a new and laiger one erected in its place at a cost of £87 t4<«. 6dM 
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and that 2d. was spent upon a broom to sweep it ! Upon this a new organ 

was built at a cost of £500, and as some say by Bernard Schmidt, organist at 
the Collegiate Church, Manchester, from 1682-1696. Here is a lively 
description of it: — "The broad masses of richly ?\\t pipes, the frieze, the 
Bishop's mitres on the side towers, the Crown on the centre tower, with the 
carving of the Acanthus leaf flowing gracefully round the feet of the tiers of 
pipes. The gallery front a muddle of the Ionic and Corinthian orders, with a 
large Clock face in the centre, the rest past description. All made of good 
English oak, and then Painted and grained in imitation of oak, until it resembled 
no wood at all." After the organ was finished, Mr. Preston; organist of Ripon 
Minster, came to judge and try the instrument. The organ had at first only 
one manual from GG to D in alt., nine stops, and 672 pipes. Robert Strickland 
was the organist. 

On either ^e under this loft was a large square pew for which a payment 
was made towards the organist's salary; these pews remained in situ for one 
hundred years, until the year x8oi, when they were removed to allow of 
the side wing ottensions to the gallery. 

The churchwardens' accounts for this period furnish us with some curious 
items. For instance^ in 1706 there is an item of 6d. for a key for the organ, 
and in the following year one of 3s. " payd more at a mei^ng of ye church 
wardens and ye repaire of ye organ." How much of this 3s. was spent at the 
social meeting at the " Ring o' Bells " and how much on the organ is left to 
the imagination. It seems that in 1710 it was thought advisable to buy a 
"lock for ye organ lofte," yet, nevertheless, in 1714 the instrument was in 
such a very had state of dilapidation, that on July 2xst it was found necessaiy 
for the wardens to repair to the inn once again, and spend 2s. ad. to consult 
about ** repairing the large pipes in ye front of ye organ, which were in danger 
of falling out." Could it possibly have been the dogs that created so much 
trouble to the fine old instrument ? For from this time forward and until 
X793 the organ blower received his salary for " bellows blowing and dog 
whipping." 

There is a curious custom recorded on the authority of Mrs. Maude (who 
died in 1831 at the age of 88) and of A. Ycates (who died in 1837, aged 93) as 
in vogue about 1770-80. The severity of long voluntaries upon the organ, 
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which sometimes lasted 
twenty minutes, was miti- 
gated as follows i^" The elite 
of the congregation, dressed 
out in the vcr>' height of 
lashion, as they always were 
on Sunday* used to leave 
their seats to promenade the 
aisles, backwards and for- 
wards, chatting and strutting 
about till the music ceased, 
when they would compla- 
cently return to their high- 
backed pews, gaudily lined 
vrath some bright coloured 
cloth and shining brass- 
headed nails, and, being once 
more snugly ensconsed, 
would immediately (all into 
sleep." 

But to return again to the 
poor organ which had stood 
for 88 years. The end of 
"Father Smith's" instrument 
came at last, for on April the 
fjth, 1790, it was doomed to 
a complete transformation 
and repair. The tone was 
lowered by one note in order 
to bring it to concert pitch, a 
swell organ was added with 
six stops (25 pipes), and a 
trumpet stop to the Smith 
manual of 56 pipes, in order, 
it is said, to make it suitable 
for public concerts. Several 
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of these sacred concerts were held at irregular intervals, in conjunction with 
similar ones of a secular character held at the Woolpack Yard Theatre, and 
together they formed a tnusical festival usually ^ctending over three or four 
days. 



MESSIAH, 



&^GJL£D ORATORIO 



In 1791 David Jackson was 
appointed organist, and we find 
that on the 2qth and },o\.\\ d;iy> 
of August, 1792, the lirst of 
tbcfc festivals was held under 
his direction and that of Mr. 
Meredith. " The band was 
full and well chosen, and the 
company was exceedingly gen- 
teel and respectable." Wednes- 
day morning was devoted to a 
" A Grand Selection of Sacred 
Music from the Works of Han- 
del " in the Church, and at the 
theatre in the evening there 
was "A Grand Miscellaneous 
Concert." On the Thursday 
morning the Church was again 
filled to hear the sacred oratorio 
of the "Messiah." On the 
raccrourse there was the further 
attraction of horse-racing in the 
afternoon, and in the evening a 
ball took place at the " King's 
Arms." Oh, the mixture of it ! 
The illustration on page 241 is 
a facsimile of the newspaper 
advertisement, which gives the 
list of patrons, full programme 
and the prices for admission. 
It would seem, however, that the total receipts of £220 were not considered 
adequate to defray the expenses of the undertaking. 
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The second festival, which proved a financial success, was held on the 
I2th, 13th, and 14th days of September, 1801. On this occasion there were 
only three meetings held, the first being at the theatre on Monday evening the 
lath, when " A Select Band of Instrumental Performers and the Celebrated 
Lancashire Catch and Glee Singers " gave a miscellaneous concert ; the second 

KENDAL GRAND 
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on Tuesday morning at the Church, when various pieces selected from the 
oratorios of the " Messiah " and the " Redemption were given ; and the third 
again at the theatre on the Wednesday evening. The Lancaslcr Gaxetteer for 
October jrd, iSoi, records that they " were well attended by a numerous and 
genteel audience, many of wiioin came from a considerable distance. The per- 
formances throughout were extremely well received." 
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In 1805 the orRan was again repaired at an expense of ^^350, and a " chw 
organ " was superadded containing eight stops (560 pipes). 

The author has also in his 
possession a bill-poster, 
announcing the last of the 
Grand Musical Festivals that 
were held in the Church, fior 
October 17, 18, 19 and 20, 
1815, and which is recorded 
as being "one of the grandest 
things ever known both in 
Church and Play House." The 
price for single tickets at the 
Church and at the boxes and 
pit of the theatre was 7s. 6<1. 
each. The gallery 3s. 6d. On 
the mornings of the i8th and 
20th two grand selections from 
the "Creation," "Requiem," 
and " Mount of Olives," were 
performed at the Church, and 
on the XQth morning was given 
" The Messiah." On the 17th. 
19th and aoth evenings, misod. 
laneous concerts were given in 
the Theatre. Woolpack Yard, 
and on the evening of the 18th 
a grand ball was given at the 
" King's Arms." 




TiTti PAOt 09 Book or Wokos. 



It mmt not b, thought, how««. tht tho. fati«l.to the Church met w. h 
.nmrnoos approval faw. Jl, to, I h.« before me some tracts and two b,lU, 
•hkh wereposted by John Pe««>n, the minWer of the Ingham.te Chapel, on. 
on the Parish Chmch door «d the other to St.ickl«.d«»t. n^r the ti,eatrc. 
They certainly are very cartons re^itog. hot by ««on of their s.ncere ear„.s^ 
ness lderiie to respect them. Doobtle- these tt«t. h«l the effect of pntu., 
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a stop to the continuance of the festivals in the Church, for the next meeting 
of the Harmonic Society, which took place on the 18th of December, 1816, I 
find was confined to the Theatre Royal. On this occasion " A grand Selection 
of Sacred Mosic chiefly from the compositions of G. F. Handd with 
instrumental accompaniments " was given under the h ult rship of Mr. Parrin, 
organist of Penrith. Mr. Jackson, organist of Kendal» presiding at the 
pianoforte. 

Thomas Scarisbrick was appointed ori^anist on 2ist Decenilier, 1H22, a 
position which he held till his lainuntrd drath on February 26th, iSbq. In the 
following March our greatly LStc< tiled William Burton Arni-.tr()ni;. thru urL,'anist 
at St. Thomas's, was elected to till his place. lu 1S25 an octa\ e of jx d il pipes 
was added (13 pipes), there beinj,' tid room in the j^'allery fur more than that 
number. When the old organ gallery was removed in the year 1847, the organ 
was placed on the flo(jr against the west doors, btit at the restoration of 1850 
it was entirely remodelled and t;d<en away to the Hellinghatn Chapel. What 
is known as the Armstrong organ is an entirely new instrument (by Willis, 
London), built in the year 1877, and is now situated in the Chainbre or St. 
Tbomas-a-Becket's Chapel. 

^, . . When it is remembered that the Churchyard formed atone 

time a common playground, that the old Grammar School 
was adjacent, and tli.il the boys of bygone generations were not much behind 
the boys of to-day in their stone-throwing propensities, it is not surprising to 
tiiid that there is little left of the old glass. The oldest bits of stained work 
still preserved are undoubtedly those small pieces now inserted into the modern 
windows of the Strickland and Bellingham Chapels. No other glass dates 
further back than the restoration of 1S50 v.hen the 16 clerestory windows, 
the great west window, the two west north-outer-ai^le windows, the Baptistry 
window, the Bellingham Chapel and the Chambre Chapel windows were 
presented. 

The west window was the gift of Mr. and Mrs. James Gandy in 1855, in 
memory of an only son. It beautifully represents in the first compartment the 
sacrifice of paternal affection, Abraham offering up Isaac ; in the second light 
the sacrifice of maternal affection, Hannah leading up little Samuel to the 
Temple ; in the third light, Moses directing the people to look up to Christ the 
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healer of every sorrow; the fourth light, Samuel anointing David; and the 
fifth light the hope of death, Elisha raising the Shunamite's son to life. 

In 1S34 unfortunately permission was .i^iven to remove the new and 
l)oantiful 1.S50 ^'reen glass of tliP east wind ow for the insertion of the present 
stained glass, which is not all that it should be for such a prominent position. 
In 1863 the west north-inner-aisle window was erected t(j the memory of N'icar 
Baines. The centre romjoartnii'nt represents tllc resurrection of our Lord ; 
that on the K ft St. Paul pn-ac hing at Athens, pointing to our Lord with one 
hand, and with the other to th<' idolatrous Athenian temples; and that on the 
rijU'ht is int(;ndcd to be a con\i ntional resemblance of tht deceased vicar 
l»n f )rinin;LX the burial service, with Kendal Church in its unrestored condition 
in the background. 

During the same year Mr. Strickland inserted in the centre compartment 
of the window to the St. Catherine Chapel a coat of arms of his ancient family. 
From the shield, it will be noticed, hang some purse strings, in allusion to 
the fact that Sir Thomas Strickland was keeper of the privy purse to Catherine 
of Braganza, the unhappy wife of the " Merry Monarch." The original badge 
of office, a beautiful purse formed of crimson velvet, richly embroidered with 
the Royal Arms and the initials C. R. in gold and silver, is still preserved at the 
Castle. The crowned head was inserted in one of the cusps on S^ember 
22nd, 1868. 

The second westerly window in the south aisle is in memory of John 
Yeates iHrst mayor to the reformed Corporation) and Margaret his wife. 
In the 1< ft hand coni|iartnient is depicted the angel appearing unto 
Cornelius, with the arms of tlie Hrettar-^h family above, and the Ai^^burth 
family below. In the right hand liKht is depicted the Centurian bt.'seeching 
Christ to come and heal his servant, with the arms of the Toxteth family above 
and the l\es family bulovv. The central compartment contains three shields. 
The upper onr bcaiin^^ the arms of Yeates; the centre one the arms 1 and u 
Y'eates, 2 Brettargh. 3 Toxteth, 4 Aigburth, 5 Ives; and the lower one the 
arms of Mrs. Yeates quarterly in an escutcheon of pretence. 

The Chambre window was removed in 1877 to its present position, the 
most westerly of the south aisle, when the new organ was erected in the 
Chambre Chapel. The masonry, however, was found to be seven inches too 
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short for the glass, and upon a close inspection it is just passible to see where 
the glass was cut across at the level of the shields and where the old ribbons, 
which once entwined the shields, were cut away. 

The window erected to the memory of Edward Sinkinson in the south 
aisle is undoubtedly the best example of stained glass that the Church can 
boast of. 

__ , There are three altar tombs — one in each of the three 

remaining chapels — and each one is of considerable interest. 
The Strickland tomb is <^ sandstone, with a dark marble top, without any 
inscription or date ; but is probably of the XI V*^ or XV*^ Century. It carries 
two shields, bearing the arms of Strickland, Deincourt, and Neville — viz., i 
and 3, a fesse dancette between ten billets, for Deincourt ; 2 and 4, three 
escalop shells, two and one, for Strickland ; and the same impaling a saltier, 
with a moUet pierced, for Neville. 

The Parr tomb is of unpolished black marble, likewise without any 
inscription ; but doubtless the remains of Sir William Parr, K.G. (grandfather 
of Catherine Parr), are buried here, as well as other members of the family. 
On the north side are shields bearing the arms oi Parr, Brus, Fit^hugh, and 
Roos — I, those of Parr (two barulets), quartered with Roos (three water 
bottgets, two and one) ; 2, Bras (vaire, one bar) ; 3, Fitzhugh (three chevrons 
interlaced). On the east end are all the preceding arms quartered — ^viz., i and 
4, Parr, quartered with Roos (the former without the bordure); 2, Parr, 
quartered with Fitchugh ; 3, Roos, quartered with Brus, and encircled with 
the garter. 

« 

The Beliinf^ham tomb is to Sir Roger Belliuf^liam, and has inlaid several 
modern brass plates, including two effigiL-s and four t snitcheons. Upon a 
separate plate is a restored inscription taken from the IJtsloty n/ Richmmihhire, 
The original brasses were lost generations agti ; but Mr. John Bruadhent, a 
descendant of the Bellinghams, refilled the matrix in iiS63. William Garside, 
of this town, engraved tlie eftigies of Sir Roger and Margaret his wife to 
precisely the same shape and si/c as the old ones. 

*' Their hands are folded on their breast ; 

There is nn other thinf; expressed. 
Than long disquiet merged in rest." 
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The tomb orii^inally stood upon the south side of the chapel, as can be seen 
from the rouqh unrtiiish<'d edf^es of the top stone, and the two freestone shields 
once lost, but fortunately a};ain discovered in 1862 in the Unitarian Burial 
Ground, were orif;iiially fixed upon the north or left side. They bear the 
following arms (]uartered : — l, A bugle horn, stringed, being the original arms 
of De Hellingchamp, who came over with the Conqueror ; 2 and 3, three 
bendlets on a canton, a lion rampant, ftjr Burneshead ; 4, three bugle horns, 
stringed, two and one, for the Sussex branch of the Bellingham family. 

There is also in the Strickland Chapel, under a raised canopy of Mack 
marble, the figure of a boy in alabaster, dressed in a loose gown, the features 

much de&ced and cut 
all over. Around the 
base runs a chevron- 
like ornament, with 
the initials " W. S. " 
and the date 1656 
raised in sunk panels 
at the end. Around 
the margin of the 
tablet is inlaid a 
border of white 
marble, on which is 
inscribed : — " This 
pvre refined strvctvre does containe Natvres oompleatest peece where every 
gpine waits for a gloriovs vnion and appears sbrin*d in parental! sighs and 
marble teares.*' In the same chapel there is a solid marble urn, in memory 
of Captain William Philip Strickland, who died at St. Domingo in 1795. It 
was discovered a few years ago in a barn at Standish, and brought here to be 
placed with the other family monuments. 

Mrs. Frances Strickland, whose grave is near by — the brass being pre- 
served in the Bellingham Chapel — was born, married, and buried on the 24th 
June, lOyu, 1708, and 1725 respectively: — 

" Emblem of Temporal Good! The Day that gave 
Her Birth an<) Marriage, saw her in the Grave ; 
Wing'd with its native Love, her soul took flight 
To Bouodlesa Regions of Eternal Light." 
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Just outside the doorway lie the remains of Thomas West, author of the 
Antiquities of Furnets. He died at Si^ergh Castle on the loth of July, 1779, 
aged 62 ; and it is remarkable that no sort of inscription marks his stone. 
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Pttrkft OFsqnlfr bu tehutnf \\t hn& no OTh'I&rBn 
BfUr lai)ou tttttMt ijt tnar|i£it J^axoWit ditiigl|t*r 
•f MHiomta %mietb 9iqmtx of Inljom lr< Irtfe lie 
5ar!Tif^ ^' fiphf 5nii(];MfT»i. nf iiihiclj ,1 sonnrg X- 7 
il(Uij|}ljltra luttlj (It miii goiuthic ai' ijcat liibinjj %t 
tWi MFC* i«m 4^ «ac Qarrr of agr nitfi ttQcfr ft T Itblfc 



In the Bellingharn Chapel therr are several interesting brass plates, which 
were collected together at the restoration of id50-2t and especially this one : — 

" Tp th« memory of the Most KeligioH« and Orthodox Christian, 
"the moot Loyall Subject aod matt tncient ft, Serviceahie Member 

of this CorporatioD whereof, He waa once ^Iderman and thrice 
Mmior, WILLIAM QUY ot Water-Crook Gentleman, who dyed the 

. . itfcuj • u « , f Our Lord MDCLXXXIII 

twenly-Dith day of December, in the Year of ^ ... . , 

(Hts Age LXXXVI 
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•* Had Loyalty been Life, Brave Oujr thouM'st Than 
Stood Keodair* BverlastinK Alderman 
Hay could the joynte force of All 

That's good or vert'ous over death prevaile 

Thy life's pure thre'd noe Time or Fate could sever 

And thou'dst still Livd'd to pray ; KI MG live for Ever. 

But Thou art gone ; A Proof such Vertue is 

Too Good for Earthy and oaely fit for Bliss, 

And Biiatful Seats: Where, If Uesst Spirits doe 

Conceme themselves with anything bdow. 

Thy pray'rs the same, Thoa still do'st Siipplleate 

For Charles His Life, For England's Church and Stale 

Whil'st to Thy just Eternal Memory 

Envy and Malice must in this Agree 

None better Lov'd, or Serv'd hia Prince than 1 hec." 

Another brass is to Alice, the ¥rife of Roger Bateman, who died the 25tb 
day of March, 1637, aged 26 1 — 

" Shall we entrust a graue with such a guest 
Or thus contine her to a marble chist 
Who though the Indies met in one small roome 
Th*sre ehort in treasure of this p'retious tombe. 
Well borne, & bred, brought vp in feare ft care 
Marriage which makes vp women, made her rare 
Matron & maide with all choyse virtues grac'st 
Louein^ & loii'd of all, a aoulc so chast, 
N'er rigged fur heauen, with whome none dare 
Venture their States with her in bllisse to share 
She lineing virtue's pattern, the pooree reldfe 
Her husbands chiefest Joy, now dead his greife*** 

Against the wall is a beautiful mural tablet of white and dove-colni:red 
marble in memory of Zarhar\' Hubbersty, the sculptured group of figures 
representing his widow and six children mourning their loss. It is impossibie 
to imagine anythinj; which ronvc\s a more natural picture of the poignant 
grief than tliis t^roup exhibits. ihe widow is in a recumbent position, 
surrounded by her offspring ; and the figure of an angel is seen pointing 
upwards, as if bestowing sublime consolation to the widow and fatherless. 
The drapery is managed in the most masterly style, and the whole is one of 
the choicest bits executed by the late J. Flaxmao, R.A. (1755-1826). Oae of 
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the chUdren — Maiy-^afterwards married Richard Chambers, and became the 
mother of the celebrated Ephraim Chambers of Bncychpadia renown. 

One of the best known and most sought of the memorials in the Church 
is that on a brass plate within the communion rails to " Mr. Kavlph Tirer, late 
Vicar of Kendall, Batchler of Divinity, who died the 4th day of Ivne, Ano : 
Oni: 1627": — 

** London bredd mo. Weotmimler fcdd me, 
Cambridge eped me* my Siiter wed me,* 
Study uiijtht me, Litting sought me, 

Learning brought me, Kendal caught tne. 
Labour pressed me, sicknes distressed me, 
Death oppresstd me, and ^raue possessed me, 
God first gaue me, Christ did saue me, 
Earth did crave mo, and hoanen would haue mo** 

In the south aisle there is a handsome monument of black marble con- 
taining the following tribute to the genius of Romney 

** To the Memory of 
GEORGE ROMNEY ESQUIRE, 
the Celebrated Painter; 

who died at Kendal, the 15. Nov. 1802, 
in the 68. year of his age, and was interred 
at Dalton the place of his birth. 
So iong as Genius and Talents shall be 
respected his Fame will live." 

At the west end of the north aisle there is a monument of white marble in 
memory of the men of the 55th Regiment, who were either killed or died firom 
disease during the war with Russia, in Turkey, and the Crimea, in the years 
1854 and 1855. At the side of the monument are placed two colours, carried 
by the regiment in variours actions in India, China, &c., up to the year 1850. 
Above hangs a triangular dragon flag of embroidered satin, being a trophy 
captured by the regiment at the attack on the forts of Tinghae in the island of 
Chusaiit China, in 1841, which was deposited here with military honours on 

* It is tboui^bt by some that " Sister " here refers to the Church— II. EpixUe of St John, verse t and 13 — 
towboin in aapirihnl senaelie was wed) but the mnr« popular theney is the oee set fcrtb by ** K. fC,** in Ms 

letter to the U'esltnorlartd GaxelU, NoveinUer .'.'nd, i^fij, statinfir tK-' n:. old MS. copy of ftii?: epitaph bad 
turoed up with a footttote saying that " the Vicar had married bis wife at the instigation of his sister." 
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July iSth, 1874. It is also interesting to notice the colours and belts 
presented to the old Kendal and Lonsdale Volanteers by the Hon. Mis. 
Howard on the x6th fanuary, 1804. They were afterwards transferred to the 
Militia, and deposited in the Church upon the annivosary of the Battle of 
Waterloo in June, x8i6. Near by the pendant sword» which is a modem 
addition, there is an ancient helmet, commonly called " the Rebel's Cap," 
conoeming which the following legend is recorded : — During the civil wais 
of the Commonwealth, there resided in Kendal one Colonel Briggs, a 
leading magistrate, and an active commander in the Cromwellian army. At 
the same time a royalist, Robert Philipson, nicknamed from his bold lic«itioiis 
character '* Robin the Devil," inhabited the island on Windermere, which, 
with the estate at Calgarth and some property in Crook, his &roily possessed 
for many years. This Colonel Briggs besieged Bdle Isle for eight or ten days, 
until the si^ of Carlisle being raised, Huddleston Philipson, of Crook, 
hastened from Carlisle, and relieved his brother Robert. The next day, being 
Sunday, Robin, with a small troop of horse, rode to Kendal, to make reprisals. 
He stationed his men properly in the avenues, and himself rode directly into 
the Church in search of Briggs, down one aisUs and up another. Haviog 
gained his object he retreated by way of die western door, in passing 
beneath which, it is said, his head struck against the archway, when Ins 
helmet, unclasped by the blow, fell to the ground and was retained. On 
leaving the Churchyard the girths of his horse were cut, and he himself was 
thrown. Nothing daunted, however, "Robin the Devil," after killing with bis 
own hand the man who had seized him, clapped his saddle once more upon 
his faithful steed, vaulted into it, ungirthcd as it was, and rode full speed 
through the streets, calling to his men to follow. The legend goes on to state 
that his helmet was afterwards hung aloft in the Church, as a commemorating 
badge of sacrilegious temerity. This narrative is still extant in a ballad of the 
times, entitled "Dick and the Devil," now, of course, extremely rare, and 
Scott alludes to it in his poem of Rokeby, as follows : — 

The outmost crowd have heard a sound 
Like horse'd hoof on hardened ground; 
Metrer it came, and yet more near, — 
The very death's-meo paused to hear. 
'Tie in the Churchyard now— the tread 
Hath waked the dwelling of the dead ; 
Fresh sod, and old aepolcbral stone, 
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Return tb« tnmp in varied tone ; 

All eyes upon the gateway bang, 

When throof h the gothic arch there sprung 

A honcman arni'd, at headlong speed — 

Sable his cloak, his pluine, his steed. 

Fire from the flinty floor was spurned* 
The vaults 'inwotUccI clang returned! 
One instant's glance around he threw, 
From saddlc'bow his pistol drew, 
Orimly detennined was his look t 

• • • • • 

Full levelled at the Baron's head, 
Rung the report the bullet sped. 

• • • • • 

While yet the amolte the deed conceals, 
Bertram his ready charger wheels 
But floundered on the pavement floor 

The steed, and down the rider bore 
And bursting in the headlong sway. 
The faithless saddle-girths gave way." 

" RoKEBY, " SUnxa 33. Canto VI. 

The BelU. ^ much more important place in the lives of our 

ancestors than they do in ours. From the time that Britain 
became Christian until the Reformation, there was scarcely an event in public 
or private history into which they did not enter— joyously they rung out at 
every national or municipal rejoicing, they celebrated the birth of an heir to, 
or the marriage of, the noble, and with muffled peal they sounded alike for 
high and low, at the time when a soul was passing away, and again some 
hours alter, as well as' at the funeral. Nevertheless, I have been unable to 
discover any accurate information concerning the bells in our Church tower 
prior to the Reformation. 

From an inventory preserved in the Churchwardens' books made in 1657, 
mention is made of there being " five bells in the Steeple and ropes for ye 
bdls, an old smale chyme rope, old iron, and a little bell wch hangs at ye 
north side at ye Church." But it would seem from the following order for 
repairing and re-hanging, that these bells must have existed for some consider- 
able time previous to this date to have become thus decayed, especially when 
it is remembered that the woodwork in all probability was the common massive 
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oak of those days. *' Made by ye Mayr part of ye Churchwardens, 29 June 1693: 
Whereas for yeares last past ye Bells have heene much out Repairs in yr 
hangcings by reason of their oldnesse and decaydness of their Mrork both of 
wood and iron, and have cost much monny in patching and mending ye Same 
and still grows worse and worse, soe yt yr are now some of them not fitt to be 
Rung, and are looked on in danger of (ailing, wch thing if it should come to 
pass would bee greet losse and damage. Wherefore to hang them anew is 
thought iitt by us Churchwardens here present to be ye best means to prevent 
such fruitlesse charge and further danger, and this being ye best tynte to 
provide niaterialls for ye work and because ye charge at present cannot be 
computed what it may account too till further consultation abot ttt wherefore 
tis agreed on by vs Churchwardens yt Tho Denyson, Jno Sleddall, The 
Middleton, Christ Hudson, being very meeke men are elected trustees to 
whome wee Comitt ye whole mangement and carryeing on ye worke wch worke 
by this means wee believe may bee as weU prformed as iff wee were apaieot 
Generally in itt and yt they shall have a reasonable allowance for yr patoes 
and if after yr Consultation about itt according to their discretion an Ascessmt 
answerable be forthwrth laid collected and brought in for ye prformance of ye 
same in due season we each one promise to act and doe our parts accordingly.** 
Here follow the names of nineteen churchwardens, of whom seven are con- 
tent to make their marks. 

The " little bell " above referred to, hun^ in a turret at the north-east 
corner of tlie Bellinghain Chapel, and in Roman Catholic days was known as 
the " Sanctus " RelK and since then as the " Parson's Bell " or " Tinkler. 
Several pieces have been knocked off the rim, and we learn from the Church- 
wardens' books that the Grammar School boys were in the habit of throwing 
stones at it because it summoned them to school. This bell was removed 
to the tower in 1804, during the restoration of the Bellingham choir roof where 
it still bangs, and, 1 believe, is now used as the " riaging-in " bell* 

Of the five bells in the sux pic, it would seem that the three largest formed 
the earliest peal, of which, one at.least, came from Shap Abbey, bearing date 
1631, and weighing 35cwt8. To these three were added two treble bells. And 
Cor many years after the commencement of the Churcfawardeos* account book 
(1658) we have recurring items for making " five belxopes '* and for ringing 00 
national days the payment of " 5 shillings.*' 
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Repairs to the bells and bell frame were made in 1676 and 1682, and the 
clock loft in the steeple was laid in 1685 with a floor of two-inch planks. In 
1686 a contract is made betwixt 

William Lawrence of Whittinidon, Car|nnter and Mr Mu^atroyd Viehar & ye 
Chirehwardens both of ye Town de Pariah of Kendall, That ye aaide William 

Lawrence is to hang aright and ffinish ye first Betl heing yet imperfect and he is 
to find materials to it as wood and iran and workmanship and he is to h;ivc to 
what as hath been payd him before 2'^ more ti> be payd to him by ye present 
Chirehwardens for 8l in consideration of which 2"' when he has done his worlte & 
receives ye money (according to this present contract) be ia CO enter bound to ye 
Chirehwardens to uphold ye hanging for the said firat Bell of his owne cbarg for 
ye term of seven years neat following.** 

The first bell referred to would be the tenor or heaviest bell. In the year 
1695 %\ as added the sixth bell, and the memorandum is so interesting that we 
give it in full : — 

" Whereas our Treble or fifth 8dl being casually splitt has been twice pnented to ye 
Comisaryes for being out of Repaire, It is this day concluded and agreed on by ye 
onwiimotts consent of ye Churchwardens both of ye Town and Prish with other discreet 
men of ye same, that ye same Bell is this yeare to he casten and further yt a Siat Bell is 
to be added. 

flbr ye p'formance of w«i» wee do contract & Bargan with Mr. Christo : Hodgson Bell- 
founder — vi2 : That he is to cast ye splitt Bell and also make a Sixt Bell; And he is to 
have ye liberty of ye Beil house for his workc wherein he is to build his fTournass of his 
oWn charge And he is to continue it there for Three yeares next coming and make use of it 
if occasion require for ye casting of Bells, And according to contract be is to have for ye 
Splitt Bell (aa it comes to by w«ght) after ye Rate of 30^ per lb and what new metall he 
adds for ye naidng it good As also for ye Ifixt Bell he is to have after ye rate of 14' per 
pound. 



The Splitt Bell when weighed to ye Bdlfounder is 

When rec^ Casten is ~» ^ 

His addition of Metall .... 

The Sixt Hell when casten and received ^ 



c qr d 

II I 6 

II 3 t 

o 1 13 

9 3 afc 



The Casting of the Old Hell comes to 
The New Metall in all comes to 



r e. d. 

16 19 o 
68 03 10 



The Tow Hells when rec' from Beilfounder 
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It is further Contractu) and Af^eed on that he is to have such sums of mooejr faid 
him in full this years escept £io o o which he is to have paid him at ye end of a year and 

a day after yc Bells be hun^ during tcrme of a yearc & a day if ye Bells ffaile either ia 
Mettaie or lianging he is to make them good at his own charge." 

The bcll-house above referred to was the little old building situated in the 
north-west corner of the Churchyard, which stood till the year 1790. *'ln 
the days of the early l>ellfounders," says Mr. William Andrews, " the country 
roads were little better than mirj' lanes, full of ruts and holes, and where the 
moisture of the winter was often not evaporated during the summer. For this 
reason bells were mostly cast in the immediate vicinity of the churches or 
monastic establishments they were intended to grace. The monks, too, were 
not unwilling to retain the usage as an opportunity for a religious service ; 
they stood round the casting pit, and, as the metal was poured into the mould, 
would chant psalms and offer prayers.** Southey, in The Doctor, says: — "The 
brethren stood round the furnace, ranged in processional order, sang the 150th 
Psalm, and then, after <»rtain prayers, blessed the molten m^al, and called 
upon the Lord to infuse into it His grace and overshadow it with His power, 
fior the honour of the saint to whom the bell was to be dedicated, and whose 
name it was to bear." 

When Queen Anne was crowned it is evident that Kendal had some pains> 
taking ringers, for on April 23rd, 1702, the ringers were paid zos., "ye Queen's 
Coronation Day, being 2&. 6d. more than has been lately paidi but it is in 
consideration of their extraordinary ringing.*' 

The great bell from Shap Abbey was re-cast by Abraham Rudhall, of York, 
in 171 1, having for several years been broken, and in 1717 it was again re-cast. 
In 1774 it again burst, and being so unvvieldly in size, taking two men to ring 
it, and not being tuneable with the rest, it was broken up and re-modelled with 
other metal into three smaller bells, making a total of eight bells. The first, 
second, third, and sixth were re cast, and the fourth and fifth of the old set 
became the seventh and eighth of the new peal. 

In 17S8, a long series of rhyming "orders; for the better regulation and 
encouragement of the Art of Ringing" were pamtcd on the piaster over the 
belfry door. In olden times there appears to have been a close connection 
between the belfry and the cellar, and it is more than iikely that these laws 
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were made, not so much for the encouragement of the art, as for the ready 
menns which thev afforded of obtaining tines to be 'spent on beer. Indeed the 
si{4n of the " Kin;; n' Hcills Inn " is pretty faithful when depicting the ringers 
in the loft, each supported by a great mug of foaming ale. Ringers' jugs were 
by no means uncommon, and some were curious examples of the potters' art. 

** If you lov« me do« not lend ma, 
Bute me of^en and keep me clenty. 

Fill me full nr not at all, 

If it be strong and not with small.** 

Bat to return to the Rules. For fear of losing them by decay on the damp 
walls they were repainted on canvas in the year 1833, but after a time the 
canvas also rotted and fell to pieces. To Thomas Jennings is due the credit of 
having made a careful copy of the lines in i860, from which they have since 
been printed and framed. 



Agreed to and Painted I Fainted on Canv««from I Copied on Paper from I Printed for the fint 
00 lieifry Wall, 1788. | the original, 1833. | the cenvaH, i86ow | lime, 1894. 

ORDERS. 

Agreed on by the Society of Ringers, and Subscribed to by the Church Wardens of Kendai, 
for tk4 beUtr f^uhtimt and tneouragtmetif of Ikt AH Ringing. 

'* From Easter Sunday until New Mayor's Uay^ 
At Ten the Ringcrsi ihull appear ahvay ; 
t'th Afternoon by half- past two again, 
Thie Rule unalter'd ever shall remain. 

" From New Mayor's Day still Ten shall be the hour 
For Forenoon eemce, as expresacd before ; 
The Afternoon Service from thence muit nlter'd be 
Until the Clock commence the hour of Three. 

** WhoeVr till Belle are raised ii absent hence, 
The forfeit for the fault ia juat fourpence; 
If he neglect til) eervice it be o'er, 
For every peal he fericit twopence more. 

" He who the whole day doea himself ebsent. 
Without of two or more he gains consent 
One Shilling forfeit he must pay, as fee. 
For th'use and service of Society. 
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** On Pmrith Dajw the Ringers shall eppeer 
When they ilie toiling of the Belle d« hear ; 
All absentees for every peal that's past. 
In twopence fine most surely will be cast. 

** And 'tis agreed that on such Parish Days* 
The Seventh Bdl's wsming shall the absent raise 
Within one qaarter of an hour, if not. 
No more's allowed, and equal fine's his lot. 

** Whoe'er presumes a Bell to pull off here 
Without coosent, or does get driink or swear, 

Sixpence for each offence he sure shall stake, 
Ere hu his peace with us for it shall make ; 

T-ikewise he frmrpcncc pays, br'^iHcs all that. 
Who here appears with cither spurs or hati 

" The youth who to the Ringing Art's inclined. 

Shall ever with us hearty welcome find, 

If he with us the Jolly Boy reveres, 

Who sometimes soothes and mitigates our cares. 

•* No Miser here with us can claim a part, 
Nor be companion in our noble art, 
Which nurtures health, of life the chiefest bliss. 
With which the world compared a bauble is. 

•* He who to pay ihcsic forfeits is not free. 
If yearly Kingcr ur a Deputy, 
It is resolved the fine from wages due. 
Shall be deducted with esactness true. 

" And furthermore, if anyone beside. 
Refuse by these our orders to abide. 
From out the Belfry he shall be eapelled. 
And as an alien evetmors be held." 

On the l8th of June, i8t6, two treble bells, each weighing about jcwt.. 
were added on the anniversary and " in commemoration of the glurious 
achievements f^f Lord Nelson and His Cirace the Dnke of Wellington, who 
with Divine assistance, gave peace to surrounding Nations and to this favoured 
Isle." The inscri|)tion on f>ne reads: — *' We'll sing their praise, and join in 
glorious harmony tliis noble peal." They arrived by canal, on the 30th of 
December, were hung the next day, and ushered in the New Year of 1817, at 
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midnight. Th^ is a story told of how Vicar Hodspn rang the tolling bell. 
The old sexton of that day, John Jennings, bad a daughter, well known for 
having a most retentive memory, and also for being an excellent errand goer. 
Whenever anything was specially wanted at the Vicarage, the word was:— 
" Go, and tell John's daogbter." Once, when she was tolling the passing 
bell in the loft, the worthy vicar made his appearance to ask her to take a 
message, to which she replied that her father would be vexed if the bell ceased 
even for one minute, as he had been already paid for it. "OhP* said the 
reverend Divine, " I will toll while you are away,** and like a brave man for 
some twenty minutes he stood at his post counting the mwements of the 
pendulum, and swinging at' the ri^t*number the clapper 

That had so oft with solemn toll. 
Spoke the departure of a soul." 

The newspapers for October 4th, 1834, record that on Sunday last, the 
Church bells were silent owing to the Churchwardens refusing to pay more 
than £12 a year for the ringing." The ringers would not strike the clapper, 
and so they struck themselves. After a period of six months* silence a 
*' Liberal Churchman," through the newspapers, implored the vicar to no 
longer withhold from the town the sweet music of the Sabbath bells. But the 
appeal was of no avail. At last, on the occasion of the death of Thomas 
Strickland in September, 1835, out a muffled peal, the first time 

that th^ had been heard for eleven months. 

In 1893, the peal was re-tuned and hung upon a new frame. The Kendal 
ringers have long been noted for their correct and scientific " change ringing," 
and the bell loft is hung with records of their exploits* 

The registers commence in 1555, but are for the first few y^ears 
incomplete, gaps of a few months occurring between entries, and 
from 1561 to 1570 no entries arc to be found. Again a whole book is missing 
between the years 1631 and 1679, after which date they are complete up to the 
present time. 

It is recorded on a stone in Penrith Church that there died of the 
plague in Kendal, in the year 1597-8, about 2,500 persons. The Kendal 
register contains entries of numerous burials in the year 1597, some of the 
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entries being marked with a " P/* At the end of the year is a note stating 
" six hundred three score and eight '* were buried, of these 317 were men and 
351 women, Numeroas entries of burials also occur in 1598 up to August 25th, 
when the raster stops, then a few entries appear, dated Januarie, 1599, 
headed " Burials since the nativitie of the plague." Then follow a page or 
two, torn, stained, crumpled and indistinct with entries headed ** Burials 1598 
since the nativitie, not Dieing of the plague," and so this book ends, a gap of 
six years coming between this and the next book* 

The Churchwardens' books commence with their accounts for 1658, and 
contain many interesting entries throwing light updn the manners and custom 
of our forefiithers. 



. RECTORS AND VICARS OF KIRKBY KENDALm 



RECTORS. 



1228 — 



— Nicholas Fit/ Ruhickt. 

He occurs as "Nicholaus iilius Koberti rector ecclcsie de 
Kirkeby Kendall in a witness to a deed in thai year. 



1245— 



xs!56— Roger Pepyn. 



He ocean frequently as rector between theee years. Ae 

rector of K. Kendal in 1246 he received a grant of land 
from Ranulph d'Aincourt in Natlend. He wu Sub*De«n of 
York ias4-5, and died ia66. 



Z266 — 



•Alan de Esyngwald. 



1267 — 



... — Adam de Nok ihi ouk. 



Abp. GifTord contLrrcd the Church of Kendal upon Adam in 
this year according to papal provision, but the University of 
Cambridge entered a caveat against hira. In the ebmice 
of disproof it may be taken that Adam became de fado 
rector. By the terme of the Abp.B letter* Cambridge had no 
locu* standi. 



1290 — ... 



— William de Ameldon. 



At this date the rectory was divided, William holding one 
moiety* and 
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1291 — ... 1306 — Walter i>e Madestan 

the olher — Rcclesia de Kyrkeby Kimlalc Divisa Eat, 
Pars Willelmi JC66.13.4. Pars Walteri £at) ii.6. 
Reference is made to him in the Patent Rolls 23 Edw. I, 
(1293) and deicribcd u ^^pinmn of a moieiy of the Church 
of Kirfceby in Kendale.** He waa a noted plara(ist» of no 
great reputation,- consecrated Bp. of Worceater in 1513 
and died abroad in 1317. 

VTCAKS. 

1312 — ... ... — Roger di: Kikkhy. 

It appears iluit Kendal was not appropriated to St. Mary's 
York, till aticr 30 Edw. I. (1303). In that case Roger was the 
first vicar. He was witneae to an exchange of land* at 
Siaergh in this year. 

1352 — ... 136O — Thomas pk I.kvnksbuky. 

He occurs in 1352 as vicar, with permission to Ktudy at a 
University. He was a trustee of certain lands granted by Sir 
Thomaa de Stricitiand, Knight, in 1366. 
Doabticss there waa a Vicar between Leyneabury and 
Oreenwode, of whom we have no record. 

— May, 1421 — Thomas (ikiiKSWoDE. 

On the aolh of June, 1396, Archbishop Scropc gave Green- 
wode, then only an acolytei letters dimissory that he might 
be ordained. In 1409 he was instituted to the Rectory of 

Ousebrid^c, Voik. This he gave up in 1413, when he became 
Vicar dI Kirkby Stephen. On the 5th of March, 1415, he was 
made Vicar-general by Arciibishop Howet At the time of 
his death he was Canon ut York and Lincoln, and Vicar of 
Kendal. He died on the 2Dd of May, 1421, and was buried in 
York Minster. 

June, 1421 — ... 1439 — Richard Gakshale. 

He was a truxiee in a seiiiement of the Siaergb Estate in the 
year 1432. 

July, 1439 — — ^JoHN Bryan. 

1495 — — William, Abbot of St. Marj 's. York. 

He granted a lease of pnrt of the tithes to Sir Thomas 
Stricltland in this year. 
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1520— ... 1534— Thomas Maynbs. 

Letter! patent granted by Edw. VI. 

For a ehort |>eriod the patrooage of the Church lapsed to the 
Crown, by whom two pToeentatiooe were made, vii.. |amea 
PilUngton, B.D., and Nicholas Asbeton. 

♦ 

Dec, 1550 — ... 1551— James Pilkingtom, B.D. 

He was born in 1520. At the age of sixteen he was admitted 
a member of St. John's College, Cambridge, where be pro- 
ceeded to the degree of A^B. in i539» and was elected a 
FeJIow in the same year. He afterwards tooit the degrees of 

A.M. in 1542 ant) R.D. in 1330, in which latter year he was 
presented bv ud VI. to this livinj^. as the- first PfiJtestant 
vicar. In the iciK" Queen Mary he v\as ()bli;;t 1 to fly 
'fom Et)){l»nd ; he returned in March, 155?*, and was 
appdoted a commissioner to revise the Book of Common 
Prayer. In July, 1559. he was admitted Master of St. John's 
College end Regius Professor of Divinity. At the age of 40 
he was ciecled the fiist Prulcstant Biiihop of Duiham on 
February 2oth, 1561. He died at Bishop Auckland, January 
^i^d, 1575, n{;cd 55, and was buried in Durham Cathedral, 
'• with as lew popish ceremonies as may be, or vain cost." 

D«c*t 1551 — — Nicholas Asheton. 

Presented by Bdw. VI. 
1562— July, 1 59 1— Ambrose Hethekington, D.D. 

1591 — — Samufj. Heron, D.D. 

Fellow (»l Trinity Cnllt.>;c, Cambridge. He took an "ad 
eiiniicin " D.I), decree al Oxford in 159^$ to qualify himself 
foi u Ciuwii livin^i restricted to Oxford graduates, and died in 
1615. 

1592 — ^June, 1627 — Rali'h Tikfk, I?.D. 

He was buried within the communion raiU at Kemlal Cliurch, 
under a very thick itone, which was removed iiui»cH h;it to 
the north at the restoration of 1830. On the atone la « brass 
plate containing his well-known epitaph, 

1627 — ... 1640 — Francis Gardener, b.D. 

Dec, 1640 — ... 1645 — Henry Hall> B.D. 
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Mar., 1646 — — HiiNKY M askv, M.A. 

Ncte. — 1 hcaut inr of Brand's History of Newcastle, writes: — 
" March 25, 1652, Mr. William Cole settled at St. 
Jt)hn's, Newcastle, to preach forenoon and afternoon, 
with a salary of ^^150 per annum. He wai miniater 
of Kirkby Kendal in Weitmftrland,** 

May, 1656— — John Stku ki.am), UA). 

In the civil wars he tinik ihe covenant, and preached before 
the Lmi; P.uttnmrnt. fic hcc unc assistant to the com- 
missioner> for ejecting in^ullicittu miiisters and nchnnt- 
masterj in 1654. In 1662 he was ejected for refusing to 
conform to the Church of England. He died in 1670. 

Jan.p 1660 — ... 1673 — William Hkownswokd, M.A. 

On Nuvcinbcr 24, 1645, he was admitted a penakmer of 

Em inucl College. Cambridj^e. He was B.A. in 1645 and 
M.A. in 1649. In 164^ he is described as *' Preacher at 
Dug^las," Douglas being a chapelry in the parish of Eccleston, 
Lancashire. 

In accordance with the Church Survey Act of 1650 the com* 
misMoners return him as '* cure of Douglas Chapel, a 
godlie painfull Minister, but he did not (being dissatisfied 
with the usurped powers) observe the 13th day of this 
instant month (June) appointed by Act of Parliament to be 
kept aa a day of humiliation, and had notice of it by the 
ConataUe.** 

From Douglas he removed to Preston (1654). In 1658 he was 
presented by 1 rinity College, Cambridge, Cu the Vicarage uf 
Kendal, which position he &lled till 1673. He had the 
freedom of the borough granted to him November 6, 166s. 
His contif;uity to the acenea of the labour of Geoi]ge Po«« 
and the early Quakera led him to write:— The Quaker. 
Jesuit, or Popery in Quakerism, Wtth a Serious Admonttioo 
to the Quakirs to con'^idei their ways and return from whence 
they arc fallen." London 1660. Small 410., 16 pp. 

A quaker, ** Robert Barrow prisoner in the comon Goaie in 
Kendall for not paying vnto Witliain Browneaword preiat of 
Kendall bia Baater Reckonings,'' accused the Vicar in aome 
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duggcrcl lines for abusing him " in pullpitt. private and 
and abroad." — 5we Kendal Mercury for July 25th. 1S63. 

He also wrote "■ j-iii^laad's Grounds of Joy in His Majesty's 
Return to his Throne and People." London i66u. 4to., 2^ pp. 

Nov., 1673 — — Richard Tatham, M.A. 

He appears not to have been inititiited for on the SMd 

N3vember, 1673, there is a conclusion :—** Aj(i»ed by the 

Master and seniors that Mr. Loup have a presentation to the 
Vicaridi^c oi Kendal." Apparently the living lapsed to the 
bishop, who appointed Michael Stanford. 

1674 — Mar., 1683 — Michael Stanford, Mj^. 

Fellow of Christ'* College, Cambridge, 16319—1673. He died 
March 3, 168), aged 47. 

1683 — April, 1699 — Thomas Murgatkoyd, M.A. 

We find no record of Mr. Murgatroyd, except that of hit 
burial uader date of the 17th of April, 1699^ in the Pariek 
Keetftter, which runs thaa :— ** Mr. The. Murgatroyd, Vichar 
of KendaU." 

June, 1699 — Dec, 1733 — William CkObBV, M.A. 

Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, in 1690. A mao 
entirely given up and married to the Church, and waa truly 
in every reapcct an Ettouch for the Kingdom of Hea«eo*> 
Sake." He was " sworne freeman of the honwgh January 
21, 1700. He died at the age of 70 yean. The foot of hit 
grave is close to the front of the Communion Tabic. The 
Rev. Tobias Croft, his curate, preached the funeral sermon. 
The tijliuvving is a copy of a letter sent by the Corporation to 
Trinity College : — 

" Kendall December 10th, 1733. 

Reverd. Sira, 

Wee being now come from performing our last 
& very sorrowfull office to our late Deceased and rererd. 
pastor Mr. Crosby, do in behalf of ourselves and the numerous 
inhabitants of this place & extensive parish, take this oppar* 
tunity of expressing our GratefuU acknowledgement of the 
College's presentation of the last vicar, who was one of the 
most eminent ornaments of the Church in & out of the pulpbt 
that has appeared in these parts within our remembraooe, ft 
wee hope that upon conaidemtioo of our enaaing represeBia* 
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tiooofthe cure it will be accepted by some Distinguished 
peraon of yoar body, the benefice being io our opinion one 
hundred ft thirty pound per annum ft upwards, clear of all 
known reprises, the vicarage house & outhouses, being all 
very fine & in a manner new, which cost the deceased several 
hundred pounds, and aUhongh there are twelve or thirteen 
chappells of ease in the paririi* yett curates thereof are no 
burthen to the vicar no more than is the curate resident, 
between which laM & the vicar, the office & duty are equally 
divided ft thoofsh the firtt-frttita are very high, yett 

tvtry new Incumbent will find some Ease therein by a 
Legacy of sixty pounds from the last incumbt. so as every 
Incumbent give security for his Bxor. to pay the principal 
to aueceedcr. 

Whereby & by a legacy of his weli chosen modern 
Library for benefitt of succrs. the late vicar will be a double 

benefactor 10 every ot them & they therefore need not bring 
from Cambridge any of the books of which this appropriated 
library conaisteth. 

W'r-r may add to the above that a hanH-;omr cntirt & a fine 
>;ai dci) on side of a large river, join the vicandgc that this 
place is situated in an h«althfull air ft plentifoll country and 

accomodated with a chcnp n-.nrkct fir fr h & flesh, & a pi'ifl 
publick school, all which is earnestly submitted to your best 
consideration by 

Reveraid Sn* 

jpor. very Servts. 

etc., etc. 

P.S. A lott of pritty Tapiatry ft hangings in the Dining room 
it to eoDtinue io it. 

Dec, 1733— Nov., 1744— Richard Cuthbert, M.A* 

Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. He died on the ylh 
November, 1744, aged 4B, and was buried in the eaatero 
portion of the Churchyard. 

Jan., 1745 — Feb., 1789 — Thomas Svmonds, D.D. 

He was born July aSth, 1709; deacon, ijii; priest, 1733; 
Fellow ol Trinity College, Cambridge, in 1736. He died 
February 7th, 1789. aged 79, and waa buried within the 
Commualon rails. 

NoU. — The NeucastU ChromcU tor March, 21, 1789, says 

**Tha Rev. Kiehard Kirduiw is preferred to the 
Vicarage of Kendal In the County of Westmodand." 



Uiyitizea by Google 



266 



KIRKBIE KENDALL* 



July, 1769— Feb., 1806 — Henry Robinson, M.A. 

liorn 1748. Fc'Iow of Queen's College, Cambridge. He died 
25th February, 1806. aged 5S. In the Churchyard U a flat 
•tone over hii grave &imply containing his initials and date— 
" H. R., 1806." 

April, 1806— Nov., 1814 — Matthew Murpitt, M.A. 

A.H. in 17S3, and A.M. in 17S6. Pellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridiee. He died aged 50. 

1815 — Oct., ih4j~J()iiN Hudson, M.A. 

A native of Heetbam, he went to Heversham Schrol. He 
left it for Trinity College, Cambridiee, id the year 1793. On 
taking his degree in the year 1797, be was declared Senior 
Wrangler, and was elected a Pellow of the College the 
following year. At the age of 30 he was elected a Tutor. 
Thenceforward " he commenced a career, prosperous and 
brilliant beyond example." Amongst his schrslars wa>- Dr. 
Blomfield, Hi»hup of Chester and of London. He died aged 
70. He was interred within the Church near the Parr 
Chapel, hat the stone was removed somewhat more to the 
south during the reatoratioo of iSjo. 

April, 1844 — May, 1858 — Joseph Watkins Barnes, M.A. 

He was born in 1806; died May, tOjH, aged 5t; and wu 
interred in the New Cemctety. 

Aug., 1858— Jan., 1896 — ^JOHK Coopi:k, M.A. 

Trinity College, Cambrid|:e. B.A. (Wrangler and isi Cistf 
Classical Tripos) in 1835, M.A. in deacon in 1837, 

priest in 1838, Vicar of Kendal in 1858, hon. Canon of Carlisle 
in 1861, Archdeacon of Westmorland in 1865. Fonnerl>' 

Fellow of Trimly, i837-iH!;9 ; Vicar of St. Andrews the 
Grciit. Lanibfu'^c. i843-ib5i>i Tutor of Trinity, 1845-1853; 
Seniur Dean, i855Mti58. 

April, X896— — ^William Robert Trench, LL.M. 

Trinity College, Cambridge. LL,B. (and Class Law Tripos) 
in 1861, LL.M. in 1870. deacon in 1859* priest in 1871, Iw*' 
Canon uf Chester in 1876. 
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The (iopth Hoad. 



The ** gesU " or drifl road, along which %hm young oattl« were 
driven to the towiuhip ** lilrk-landa,** where ihey pastiured 
in common upon the nnendoced land, now known a« 
Btvicktand Ketcl and Btiickland Roger. 
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HE commanding building which stands at the junction of Highgatc and 



^ Stricklandgate, with its oriel window looking down to the once confined 
entrances into Finkle Street, was known in the coaching daj'S as the famous 
"Crown Inn." Across the street swnng a sign represent in ■ ■ K.)\ai Crown in 
gilded colouring. The first notes that I can discover about it are, that in 1797 
the Providential Benefit Society held its meetings here, that in 1798 James and 
Ann Jackson were " nnine hosts," and that in 180^ their lease was renewed. 

Here was the booking office for the light coaches run in opposition to the 
Royal Mail. They left at eight o'clock in the morning, three days a week, for 
Appleby, Orton, Temple Sowerby, Penrith, and Carlisle, being run in connec- 
tion with the " Lord Wellington " past coach, that made the journey between 
Carlisle and Glasgow in fourteen hours. In Jul}-, 1824, there is a record of the 
landlord (Howard) opening '*aneat little theatre" in one of the rooms; and 
again, in June, 1826, I find that the new landlord (Bowman) continued the 
play-house. The inn was kept by a Mrs. Walker, in 1866, in which year it 
was closed as a public-house. 



Notice the excellent perspective view of the yard adjoining. The old dormer 
gablet and iron gutters, that row of Hanking chimneys, the diminishing width 
of lane sloping upward, and the Serpentine HiU in the background. Sec it in 
the early morning with the sunshine upon the sloping hill, throwing up in dark 
sombre relief each cliimney and every httle detail, and say if it is not the 
quaintest glint in Kendal. 

This commodious shop used formerly to be divided into two smaller 
ones — a boo]<seller*s to the left and a shoemaker's shop with a door* 
way up the entry to the right. The earliest occupant of the bookseller's shop 
that I can find was Alderman William Pennington, printer and bookseller, who 



Mo. 4. 



The chemist's shop next door was at one time owned by Joseph 
Simpson, a woollen draper, who was elected a burgess in 1764. 
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(li. il lu re in 1S15, having removed from his old shop beneath the " Rose and 
Crown'" in iSoo, He was succfLdid by Messrs. Airey iS: HeMiiif^ham, book- 
seller<^. aii<l from hence emanated the tirst number of the Westmorland GaxeiU 
and Kemial Advertizer on May 23rd, 181$. 

On May jrd. 182N, George Harrison Gardener leased the premises to John 
Jackson, of the " King's Arms Inn/' for fourteen years, who sublet it to 
Thomas Richardson, the pnbhsher of the Wnitnorland Journal nf Useful 
Kuowledge. This paper v\ as printed in quarto on a sheet of foolscap, and its 
columns aimed at being entirely free from all sectarian and political bias, but 
filled with ** useful information — moral, literary, scientific, and amusing.** The 
first number was issued on the ist June, 1833, and subsequently on every 
Saturday, at the price of three halfpence. Thomas Richardson seems to have 
assigned the premises to Joseph Dawson, bookseller, who on the 12th July, 
1842, obtained a further lease fix another fourteen years. After a short time 
Dawson enlarged his premises by taking possession of the adjuiumg shoe- 
maker's shop, and throwing the two together he commenced the business of 
selling music and musical instruments. At his death in 1857 his nephew, 
William Fisher, entered upon possession, and subsequently his son Richard. 
In 1896 Mr. Douglas became the lessee. 

As regards the shoemaker's shop, we know but little about it beyond tli it 
at one time it was occupied by John lifagg, who married Miss Wilson of High 
Wray, to whom Thomas Atkinson succeeded; and, upon his crossing the street, 
Robert B. Hunter, saddler, entered in. 

_ . , _ _ , A buililiii^ up this vard, now iKXUpied by liraithwaite's 

cycling works, used formerly to be Dawson's prmtmg 
oHice ; and here in earlier days Alderman Christopher Redman (Mayor 1749 
arid 1760) had his cabinetmaker's shop. 

Redman had business relations with " Honest John Romney,*** a cabinet- 
maker at Beckside, Dalton. Romney*s son, the celebrated painter, was bora 
on the 15th day of December, 1734, and when old enough was sent to school. 
His progress being slow, his father thought it waste o£ money to continue the 
expense of his studies, and so he placed the boy, then at the age of eleven years, 



* The correct spelling ol the family name was Kumncy, which form " Honrst John " always used, and 
yottnf Geoige ned when wtgmng his indentam. 
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in his own workshop. With a joiner's pi ncil young Roniney seems always 
to have been drawinj,' the sitjn-b iard of the *' Rod Lion Inn," which hung out 
before him, or else copying some picture in a monthly illustrated paper. 

The first incident, it is said, that led Romney to an earnest cnlttvation of 
drawing was when having observed a great singularity in the countenance of a 
stranger in church, and bein«: desired to describe the person, he took a pencil 
and delineated the features with such' strength and resemblance as to not only 
delight his friends v 
but also to excite him 
to a more serious ap»- 
plication of the art. 
His next encourage- 
ment came when one 
day Redman's sister, 
a Mrs. Gardener — 
who, by the way, was 
the mother of Daniel 
Gardener, the emi- 
nent crayon draughts- 
man, another Kendal 
worthy — was on a 
visit to "Honest 
John." Noticing 
how apt the lad was 
with his pencil, she 
asked him to take 
her portrait, and the 
result was so pleasing 
that she at onc:c in- 
terceded with his 
father tf) let painting 
be his sole pursuit 

and profession. Thus fi j^ T^Tl f*"- / 

was he bound, at the 
age of 21, as an apprentu e to an intincrant painter named Christopher Steele, 

residing temporarily here in this yard. 
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With Stfrlo youiiR Romney 
went (tn p( i i( ulical visit?; to the 
priiK i[inl towns in the nri^h- 
boiiriiif: counties, and it was 
whilst iniyinL; a \isit to York in 
"755 th''^ '''^ excellent \\i>rk 
attracted the attention of Law- 
rence Sterne. Vicar of Stretton, 
then at the height of his popu- 
larity, who afterwards interested 
himself on Roiniiey's behalf, 
and obtained for liiiii several 
coinmissions from jx-rsons of 
considerable influence. I" he 
praise of Sterne was a passport 
that lifted him into celebrity at 
once. 

Georp;e then fell ill with a 
fever, was nursed by a domestic 
servant named Marj- Abbot, the 
two young people fell in lo\-e 
with each other, and rather than 
be separated during Steele's 
periodical rambles they resolved 
to get married, which they did 
on October 14th. 1756. Two 
years later, at the age of 24, he 
left Steele, returned to Kendal, 
commenced business as a {xir- 
trait j)ainter on his own account, 
and was at once in demand, 
though he had only studied a 
little over two years. Roinncy's 
initial production was a sign for 
the I'ost OtVice. a hand holding 
a letter ; and his two hrst 
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portraits of importance were half-length pictures of Walter Strickland and his 
wife. Colonel George Wilson introduced the artist to the Strickland family 
at Si/ergh, where he also had the advantage of copying a few pictures of 
other m,ist( rs. When he had sufficient pictures to form a little collection he 
raffled them in the Town Hall for ten and sixpence a ticket. 

Yearning for ;i lari;i r hvld for his labour, 
and with the full consent of his wife, the 
two young people shared their savings of 
£io<). and taking ;^5o he bid adieu to wife, 
son and daughter, and set off alone to seek 
his fortune in London. On the 14th 
March, 1762. he thus set up his easel in 
l)(»ve Court, close by the Mansion House. 
Ki ynolds was at that time at the meridian 
of his fame, notwithstanding which. Rom- 
ney soon proved a ri\al so j)owerful, that 
it was siiid " he divided the empire w ith 
Sir Joshua." Writing of liim at this time. 
Richaril ( umbt rland sa\ s : — " Rf)mne\', 
shv, privatiN studious, and contemplative, 
conscious of all the disailvantages of a stinted education, of a habit naturally 
hypochondriac, \\ ith aspen nerves that every breath couitl rufHe, was at once in 
art the rival, and in nature the very ct)ntrast of Sir Joshua." 

In 1764 he visited Paris to study Rubmis, revisited Kendal and Lancaster 
in 1 767, executed many paintings, and then in 1773 he journeyed to Rome. In 
two years he returned again to his i>opuIar studios in London, where he 
remained, till foiling in health he came back again to Kendal, and died on 
November the 15th, 1802. The characteristic merit of his worics consists in 
poetic dignity of conception, wherein Flaxman said he was the first of all 
English painters, and in the harmony and brilliancy of his colouring. 

Again Redman's Yard is celebrated for the birth of the portrait painter, 
Thomas Stewardson, in 1781, the son of a dogger, who was apprenticed to Jack 
Pothecgill, a noted ^ign-board painter, up the " Elephant Inn Yard. Barely 
20 years of age he removed to London, was kindly taken in hand by Romney, 
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and in 7804 he exhibited for the first time at the Royal Aciulemy, Ixrcaine 
portrait painter to George IV. and Queen Caroline, and finally died in 
August, 1859. 

„ . . This house is first known as the tea dealer's shop, occupied 1^ one 
Fallows, who was succeeded in the same trade by William Richard- 
son in 1823. Joseph Barrow followed, and after one or two more tenants it 
ultimately passed to Mr. Douglas in 1852. 

„. ^, ^ , What a host of associations are conjured up hy the one 
KiiiK 8 Arms Inn. ^ 

word " inn." How they come crowding upon us uoot 

all sources, coaching houses and ancient hostelries^ with the thousand and one 

memories of the famous men who have frequented them. 

In the earlier days, when cointinuncation b»*t\\ ( > n difterent parts of the 
rountiy \vr?s fliffirnlt, and travellers were few, it prohuhlc that there existed 
no great luimlin of Iumiscs «it" < nt» rtaininoiit. The hi )-;i)itahty of the abbey, and 
that of the nei^hlxmrin j ( astir, siitlirefl in most rn'^i s iVir the needs of the times, 
or at least so far as the rural distin t^ wnc coiKeined, But gradually as 
roninurre and general inter-coiiiinuiiK ation increased, there sprung up inns 
which laid th( {ns4.-lves f)ut fnr the n-ception of those who journeyed abroad: 
merchants, pilL,M ims. and iH rsmis of no fixed abndc. Hither came also all that 
motley as6emhla;;c wlm wcic from time to litnc allowed within its precincts: 
morris-dancers, mummers, jugglers, musicians, and ballad-singers, all hopeful 
<*f gatlurini; largcssc from the guests. For travellers and pilgrims in olden 
times were not a doleful folk. On the contrary, most endeavoured to make 
their journeys as agreeable, and as much like a holiday, as possible. 

Since the decadence of the White Lion,*' this inn has been the town's 
principal hostelrie, an inn whose history is inseparably connected with many of 
KendaPs most important events, and whose landlords have so frequently takeo 
the mayoralty chair. The date of its erection is not known, but its external 
fagade and picturesque interior seem to have been but little altered. The 
house is well described by the author of A FortnisfhCt liamfde as being "a laiise, 
old, straggling inn, with two galleries leading to the bedrooms,** and, says he. 



• Says Dr. John<4>n:~" I fae MorrK^Mr, in wtikh bdls are ji«gl«d. «r utmvn or swonb d«slie4, 
karned from the Moor^, ■ml mn pfuUliiy a kind of Cyrrbic, or military dance.** 
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" I would advise you to make a cross to know which to go by." Or again, by 
the author of The Stranf^e Adventures of a Fli(etoii, who speaks of the laughter 
that shook the coffee room. A curious feature of the coffee rooms of to-day. 

As a posting house, there is none of the stir now, in these days of railway 
and electric transmission of news, as was created by the dashing up of the 
" Royal Mail," with its fine team of greys, its smart guard, and bluff-weather- 
beaten " whip," to say nothing of the fluttering of dripping waterprcx)fs, the 
pulling asunder of soaked plaids, and the drying of wet and gleaming cheeks 
that were red with the rain. And within there is now none of that bustle, such 




The King's Arms, bv Stirzakkr. 

as used to be, when a thousand servants seemed to be scampering about to 
assist and prepare a steaming and fragrant banquet by the time that warmer 
and dryer clothes could be put on. Oh, it was a commotion and a welcome 
indeed to arrive in those days at this big, warm, comfortable, old-fashioned 
inn, and a succulent supper worth remembering, with that appetite whetted by 
a long ride in moorland air, and flavoured with the agreeable recollection of 
past perils safely surmounted. 

The author has in his possession an oil-colour painting by Richard 
Stirzaker, made in 1823, representing the " Telegraph coach," standing 
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before the inn laden with higgage and passengers. On its sides are the names 
of the towns to which it runs, viz. : — Carlisle, Lancaster. Preston, Bolton, 
Manchester, and Liverpool; and what an animated scene it reveals with "mine 
hostess," Mrs. Jackson, standin}( in the entry talking to Arthur Sliepherd, and 
with many local characters, such as Jack Towers, Father Saul, Fitty Jimmy 
at the stationer's door. Old Fratch, John Gobies, Abbie Jingler, Beggy Ning- 
nang, Billy Toy leading a broken-down horse, and Chas. Docker, slay and 
corset mak'T, standing talking to \Vm. Richardson, tea dealer; whilst up abuve 
almost all the windows are thrown wide open for those within to wave adieu as 
the horse > spring up to the collars at the word " Let em gah, mi lads, an' luk 
cot fer yersels." 

The first stage coach from London to this inn arrived in 1763, twice a 
week, drawn by six horses, and was called the "flying machine,** I suppose, as 
it ran at the marvellous rate of six miles an hour. 



UVEKPOOLE and KHNUAL 
STAGE COACH, 1768. 

REMOV'D irom the WHITE LION, 
in KENDAU to the KINGS'* ARMS» fete o«t 
from theoce every Friday Mornini;, at Four o'ClocIc j 
lies at the Bear'» P%w, at Wigan, and arrives at the 
Black Horfe and Rainbow, in the Higk Street, Li*cr> 
poole next Day, at Noon ; fets out worn theoce every 
Monday at Noun, lies at Wigan, and arrives at the 
Kine's Anns, in Kendal, every Tuefday Evening. 

N.B. Any Pcrfonwhohas Occafion to go to Lanca- 
ftcr, I'refton, Wigan, Warrin^un, Mancbefier, &c.,Qr 
Parts adjacent, may be convey 'd, by applying to the a* 
bove King's Arms, in Kendal, which will certomty and 
legttlariy fet out at the Time mcotioa'd. 



From the CumbeilmJ Pticquet 
for May ii, 1775, I extract the 
following : — 

LONDON TO KENDAL 

FLYING MACHINE 
IN THREE DAYS. 

" Whereas it has been iepi«- 
sented to the proprietors of the 
said machine, by several of the 
inhabitants in and about Ken> 
dalf that the said Machine not 
coming to Kendal as usual, has subjected the said inhabitants to several 
inconveniences, also appointments and losses, therefore the said proprietors, 
being willing to do the utmost in their power to remove such com- 
plaints, and depending upon the encouragement of the public in general, 
have agreed that a Machine of a new construction, on steel springs, shall begin 
to set out on Tuesday, the 9th of May, 1775, and continue to go from Mr 
Petty's, the ** King*s Arms Inn,'* Kendal, every Sunday, Tuesday, and Thurs- 
day evening, about eleven o'clock, to carry three inside passengers, two of 
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which may be insured seats at Kendal for London, and two more insured at 
Liincastc! . where they take the Stacfc Coach which carries six inside, and the 
other seats are reserved for passengers from Liverpool who meet this Coach 
at Warrington. 

£ S, D. S. D. 

Kendal to London 300 Kendal to Lancaster 5 o 

Lancaster to do. 2 15 o Lancaster to Preston 5 o 

Preston to do. 2 10 o Preston to Wigan 4 o 

- Wigan to do. 280 Wigan to Warrington 3 o 

Outsiders and children on lap, half price ; each inside to be allowed 20 lbs. 
weight of luj^i^ui^e, outsiders 10 lbs., all above to pay 4d. per pound from Kendal 
to London, and in proportion the rest of the road. N.B. — A Stage Coach 
which goes between Liverpool and Preston, by way of Ormskirk, meets the 
above Machine at Preston, both in coming up and going down." How 
nervous the good folk were of passing near London after dark is well shewn by 
the following note: — This " machine" will arrive at the far end early in the 
da\ in time for a good dinner, and it will be accompanied by a strong guard 
at the starting out so as to allay all fear. 

Then in the Cumberland Pacquet for 1781, we find frequent advertisements 
such as this : — " Cheap and Expeditious Travelling. A Coach or Diligence 
from Preston to Kendal, Fare 11 shillings-^Sets out from the " Black Bull 
Inn,** Preston, on Monday morning, the 23rd of July, 1781, and will continue 
to run from the same Inn every Day (Sundays excepted) at five o'clock in the 
Morning ; Breakfast at the King's Arms, Lancaster ; arrives at Kendal at one 
o'clock, and returns the same Evening to Preston. This Coach is timed 
to meet the Glasgow Diligence on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, which 
arrives in Kendal at one o'clock. Dines and proceeds to Cariisle the same 
evening, and the Day following arrives at Glasgow." 

1 have beside nir a handbill cl:itfd from Kendal, May 12th, 1794, setting 
forth the " Kendal, Lancnster, and Preston FLYING STAGE W.VGONS" 
which left the "Whitr llois ' Irni," Londoiv, everv Tuesday and Friday, by 
way of Lichfield, Warrington and Wignti. How long they took to accom- 
plish the journey I do not know, Imt the circ ular goes on to s:i\- that the 
wagons arrive at Wigan, Chorlcy, and Preston every Monday and Thursday ; 
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CHEAP mnd EXPEDITIOUS TRAVELLING 

FROM 

Kendal to London, 

In THREF DAYS 

By way of Kirkb)--l»nftlalc. Scuie, Skipton, KciRhley, Ha- 
lifax, Huddcrsfield, Pcnnifton, Sheffield, Chcfterfield, 
Mansfield, NofHngham, l^iccfter, Northampton, Arc. 

A DILIGENCE 

SETS out from Mr. PETTY'S, the King't Arms in Ken- 
dal, on Wedncfday the joth of JuNR, 1781, at Pour 
o'clock in the Mornlnc,and will continue topocvery Mon- 
day, Wednefday, and Fiiday, at the fame Hour. Refts the 
firit Ni^htat Mr. Murgalroyd's, the White-Lion, Halifax, 
where thrrr .Se.its arc relcrvcd certain, in a gcnleel POST 
COACH, with feis out the next Morning at Throe o'Clock, 
and ariivcs at Mr. Wellin's, the Huil-and-Mouth Inn, in 
Uull-and-Moulh Street, London, every Monday, Wednefday, 
and Friday Kveninjjsby Seven o'CIock, and returns the fame 
Kvcninc, by the faid Courfe to Kendal. Refts at Notting- 
ham on Sunday. ^ I. *. d. 
InTide Kate from Kendal to t.ondon - • 2 8 6 
Outfidc Fare from ditto to ditto - • • I ro O 
lotide F«(V from Kendal to Haliliui • . 0 17 o 
OiitMe Fan Iran iKtto to 4itto > « • o 9 e 

Short Pi»ir«iigief9 Three-pence Half-penny per Mile. 
E*ch P«ifeflcer to be allowed 141b. weight of Luggrage, 
Small PmcoIb aoder lalb. Weight, from Kendal tu London, 
Tbiee Slrillmgv,a1l abot a to pay Threoiftenoe p€t Pound^and 
ao on in ProporlMB. 

Paffengers from Kndal to be antered at Mr. PETTY'^, 
the KimrVArms. 

TlieCientlemenin Kendal, frc.are delircd to be par- 
ticular to order their Goods they wifh tn have hy this Car- 
riage, to the Buil-and-Mouth Inn, London, as they will not 
only have there cheaper, butotMifiderably in lets Time. To 
prevent the Paffengers being importuned with Drivers at 
every fhort .Stage (no much complained of) wc beg they will 
take particular Notice, that tWn Carriaigeis conducted from 
Kendal to London by Kight Drivers only ; while the other 
Carriage<i on the fame length of Ground, have not less than 
Twentv. And to put a flop to any infults or unncccefFary 
Delays by the Driveis on Applicatinn to any of the Pro- 
prietors, fuch Driver will be immediately difcharged. This 
Carriage mcetsat the White-Lion, Halifax, the l.ivcrpiwl, 
Warrington, Manchefter, l-eeds, York, Hull, and Scar- 
borough DILICKNCFS, which go out every Day. 

Alfo COACHES, &c., fet out from the Angel Inn, 
SheflSeld, every Moining,(Sundaysexcepteil) lo Derby, Bur- 
ton, Litchfield, Birmingham, Worccfler, Clouccftet, (Jxford, 
Briflol, &c. Likcwite to Worktop, Olkrton, Newark, 
Grantham, Stamford, &c. At the atiovc Inn may be had 
genteel Mourning Coachesand Hearfes. The Proprietors of 
the above Machine* will not be accountable for any Parcel, 
Box or Trafa; above Ten Povada Value, on any Acconnt 
whatever. 

«jr In a few Daysa DILIGENCE will be efUblifhed from 
Lancafler, to mret thr above Carrie^ estat Ingleton, by which 
Paffengcrs may In iiiiincdiatdycOAvaycd to London, or any 
other Part of the Road. ij 



Copy of Adveftiaeflwiit from tba CumierUmd FiuqmH, 
tor Jttly 3id, 1781. 



Lancaster eveiy Tuesday and 
Friday; and Kendal evety 
Wednesday and Satmday. Re- 
turning to London from the 
"King's Arms Inn/* Kendal, 
every Wednesday and Saturday. 

The light four-inside post 
coach, the " Good Intent," is 
advertised to run in 1811 from 
this inn to the " Bhick Lion 
Inn," \\'hiteha\ ( n. by way of 
Ambleside, Keswii k. C'ocker- 
ti ith, and Workington, at 
5-30 o'clock even," Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday morn- 
ing, returning the following day 
at seven o'clock in the evening. 

The night mails. North and 
South, crossed each other at 
Kendal, where they changed 
horses, the North one arriving 
at II-30, and the South mail at 
midnight. This brief re^te 
must have been a deltcions rest 
to the traveller's jolted and 
aching limbs. Indeed there 
would be just time to drink 
that noted drink of a tumbler 
of "fresh milk, one fair lump of 
sugar, two table-spoons of rum, 
with a passing thought of nut- 
meg grating on the top of all," 
— a trifle that could be tossed 
off in a minute, and so far as I 
can read, was perpetually so 
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being tossed off, — before the guard applied " the yard of tin " to his lips, and 
the four fresh horses whirled them off again into the dark damp lanes. 



The UNION COACH, 



FROM 



Kendal to Leeds, 

Continues to run from the 

King s Arms Inn, 

KENDAL, 

Every Moniirig, Sundays exLCpkd, at 5 dClock^ 
And goes through Kirkby-Lonsdale, Iiiglcton. Settle, and Skipcoo^ 
By Way of Otlcy on Moiulay, Wednesday, and Friday, 
AM by IVaj/ of Keigiky wdBraJfuri m Tuesday, Thwrsday, and Satutidey, 

And arrives at the 

Hotel and Tavern, 

LEEDS, 

About 8 dClock in the Evening, 
Where it naeets the regular Cnarhes to all Parts of the Sooth, Ajc 

PERFORMED BY 

C. Richar(l«on, Devonshire Arnu, Kri^ltejT* 



T. Atkinson, King'»-Ann», Kcnd.il 
R. Hartley, Kirkby-Lontdalc. 
C. Proctor, Lion, Settle. 
J. R»ic, New-Inn, Sklpron. 



J. \ViK>d, Talbot, Bradford. 

M.; 



, Smiili, VVhiic-Horsr, Otiey. 
J. Greaves, Hotel, LcccIn. 

The Coach, from ibc Houl, in Leeds, sets out at 6 o'clock in the Morning, .ind arrive* at the 
King* .^rTn!<, in Kendllt in the Evening, when: it ineeis the regular Coaches to all Parts of the North. 

The Proprietor* request Pcrmis'ion to ub»crve, that ihcy cannot be aiijiwerable for more than 
FIVE POUNDS for any Box, Parcel, Tnm, or Lu^age,-if k»t ordainaged, ankn cotered M 

vakulilc, *nd in»ured accordingly. 

FEBRUARY lo, tSoS. 



COPY OF POSTU DB8CKIBRD OW PACK 



From the north the " New Times " was driven by Will Richardson, 
among whose feats as a " whip " was the cruel one of lifting with his thong a 
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duck by the neck firom the roadside, a dexterity only equalled by the man who 
could pick a fly off his leader's right eyelid. 

Another coach, the " Royal Union," driven by Geoffrey Bentharn, left for 
Leeds daily, skirting along a delightful range of valleys, and I illustrate on 
page 279, a reduced illustration of a large poster issued in 1808 concerning it. 

What is announced as " the wtll regulated, safe, fast, cheap, and now 
light post coach, called tlie " Kowil Pilot." \vc find from the local chronology 
is advertised tu run frunt this inn tu Lancaster, Prestun and Liverpool. 




Kendal, Fenrith, and Whiteliaven 

POST COACHES. 



THE BnanetotK of the GOOD INTLMT 
Md-VOLmrrXBR coaches, return ihetr rinme 
thanki to their Friend* and llMFtaUic, for the liberal rn- 
courtpemtot they havehUiatefMaivcd, tad rc<pcc:/ulJy 
iafiorm thesv that the 

GOOD INTENT COACHES, 

flROM KEMPAL TO WMTITHAVEN. 
Have commenced to run DAILY (Sundays nccpted) by 
«ntf of Ambletide, Keswick, Cocktrnioutti, and Work- 

ock each tnornini;, and 
WMlCUTeil at Eight, trturning by tbc tame route to 



THE VOLUNTEER 

Leave* Penrith e^erv MoiwiAy, V.'r<lne»day, atnl Friday 
morning at eight o'ckKk, and arrivn in <iinf jt Ktiwick, 
to take the Kendal or WhiicLavcc Cuachca, returaine (ha 
■ ' (Pen nth. 




PROPRfETORS ; 
JaCRION, Xrndai. 

William Wilcock, Amblctidt. 
Wii 1 1 AM ATKiKiON, Pcnrilb. 
John I'anion, Keiwick. 
WiLtfAM Wood, Cockcnnouth. 
The Propriciort will not be accottnubU for any Pack* 
age or Parcel above Five Pomd* Vtlye, lalcc CDtcrad 
afld paid for accordingly. 
MmaryC, MIS. 



LEEDS AND KENDAL 

WLninn ^oacti, 

BRADFORD, 8KIPT0N, ^v. 

fFIHE PUBLIC are rt jpcctfuUy informed, that 

M. from and aftei Monday, tbc T hird day l( May 
neit, the jSovc Coach will run (rom Lccdi every day 
{Sundavi excepted), via. 

Mundavi, Wednesday*, and Fridays, from the While 
Hor<i< Yard, and on Tuc«lays, Thursdays, and !!aturday», 
from the Hntrl, each Muramg ai hih-jjjit Five o'clock., 
and arrive at half-put Eight in the Evuniag, a: th. K'lig'i 
Arms, Kerdal, where it will meet direct convr\..nct» to 
Pennth, WlkiteJiaven, Carlisle, Portpat nek, OUsjow, 3tc. 

The Uuion Coach will leave ihp King'* Arms, KeniijJ, 
everv Moniinji,- .it Fivf o'dock, and arrive at Ixcd* at 
i 'yhi ui the tvcfung, having a direct connection with tbc 
South Mail and Union Coaches to Loodun.aod altviab* 
medialtcaDteyancet tp York, Hull, Sheffield, &c. tu. 

Hm ftVteieiors :fre not accountable for ntorc iham 
ffw Pmralor any l.ugf^ge. Parcel, or Package, uolcift 
CBMndiM feid lor at valuable. 



John )ackaoo,lBa|p'aAnhi, 

Kendal. 
Rupcr, Rose atld ClVWn, 
Kirkby LonMlde. 



rttrosiMto IT 

Pose. 



DeveteUn Hocal, 

slfipton. 
.M..; ..1 K.i^jljey. 
WikhI, Ur*dlo.-d. * 
Oreavea, Hoed. Leeds. 

.' FwiifARv, tit waT* 



Accidents were many of course, but what mattL-r, delays were reckoned 
upon, and to arrive at all was cause for a benediction, as has heen well said : — 
"You got upset in a coach and there you were, but now-a-da^s you get upset 
in a train and where are you ? 
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The first mention we have of this inn is in 1696, at which time it was kept 
by a Mrs. Rowlandson, whose fame is handed down to us for her power of 
making excellent potted char and hot-pot. She retired in favour of her son, 
Alderman Thomas Rowlandson (mercer, having his shop under the Moot Hall), 
who was landlord in 1715, when Earl Dsrwentwater with his forces entered the 
town, in the time of the Rebellion. From 1728 to 1762 the inn was owned by 
the Singleton family, when it was sold to Alderman Christopher Fcnton, who 
was four times Mayor, 1768, 1774, ^7^'^ 1792. and who is celebrated for 
being the first innkeeper to keep a post chaise in Kendal. The Singletons also 
farmed an estate, which to this day bears the name of Singleton Park. After 
a Dr. Mastcrson (died 1790) Alderman William Petty succecdi d as landlord, 
and in 1798 Alderman Thomas Atkinson ; then followed John Jackson, who in 
181 1 guaranteed the business of the light post coach, and he, in turn, was 
succeeded by James Hf)lmes, tenant in 1838, and who died in 1817. James 
Jackson came next, and he retired in 1S67 in favour of Joseph Dawson, at 
w hose death his daughter, Mrs. Bell, took up the reins of management with 
such great success and hearty cheer as wc all so well remember. John D. 
W'ilinan came in 1894. 

In 1841, the London Standard reports a substantial testimonial to the 
good cheer of this bouse, for we read in that paper that " among the delicacies 
of the dinner at the Commercial Travellers* Association on Christmas Eve 
was a pie presented by the good lady of the * King's Arms Inn ' at Kendal, 
which attracted much curiosity. The pie contained two bA geefse, two large 
turkeys, four fowls, two pheasants, four grouse, two hares, four prize rabbits, 
three tongues, and eight pounds of beefsteak and ham. Its circumference 
measured seven feet, it was ten inches in depth, and weighed 5st. 81bs.*' No 
wonder the early papers delight in telling us of the sumptuous feasts spread 
out npon every conceivable occasion beneath the roof of such an hospitable 
hostess. Nothing seems to have gone wrong with our good townsfolk in those 
balmy days, for be it peace or war, trial or prosperity, there seems always to 
have been an occasion for feasting. 

" O hour of ill boufs, the most bteiMd upoo etitb, 
BIcMcd hour of our dionere ! 

• k B « ft • 

We may live without poetry, music, and art ; 

We may live without conscience, and live without henrt ; 
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We may live withoat fnend* ; we mrnj live edtheat booh s 

Bat civiliMd man cunot live without cooke. 

Ho may live without booki,— what i« knowledfe but grieving } 

He may live without hope,— what is hope but deceiving? 
He may live withnut love, — what is passion bat pining? 
But where is the inao that can live without dining ? " 

— OwM Mmditk, . 

In i8z2. Trinity College gentlemen hdd their annual dinner here; the 
year following the good folk ate and drank in honour of the great battle of 
Leipsic, and later on in the same year the worthy Mayor bid them fill up their 
glasses and honour thirty*eight toasts by way of celebrating the victories over 
the French. In iSi6, a social gathering was hdd in consequence of peace 
with America. In x8i8» Mr. Brougham kept the board lively during bis 
contest, and " The Kendal Book Club" and '* The Card Assembly'* held their 
festive balls. The patriotic met, to «>mmemorate the glorious revolution of 
1688, and the sportsmen, dad in Kendal green, gathered here over their 
annual hunt celebrations. In 1819, the anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo 
was loyally kept, and we read later on of the Aldermen again dining and 
passing round the cup, in honour of George IV. being proclaimed King of 
England. 

On Saturday. October jrd, iSj5, the papers record thut "a travelling 
carriage arrived with two gentlemen, who dined in private together. Much 
curiosity was excited as to who they were, till a domestic, with woman's wit, 
put it to the test by asking the stouter party, whom she took to be a nobleman, 
to frank her a letter. He smiled, aiui -aid—* Morgan, give this young lady a 
frank sure,' whereupon Morgan gave hL;; ihe frank of Daniel O'ConnelK" It 
seems that before the delighted maid could spread the news of O'Connell's 
presence he had managed to leave the town, much to our local reformers* 
cbagrio. 

In visiting this inn one should not fiiil to notice the quaint old latch on 
the " private room ** door and the two most intocsting old keys of consideraUe 
mttit that still unlock two other doors. 

Below the inn are still three small shops, well depicted in Stirzaker's 
picture. The one to the south was formerly occupied by Nathan Lowthian, 
who carried on the same business of a hairdresser as the present tenant does 
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to this day ; next to this was the coach booking office. On the other side of 
the entry, and below the bay window of the ** Black Hole of Calcutta ** bed- 
room, is seen the old<established saddler's shop — ^then carried on by Thomas 
Retph, and very much as it is now, with the exception that the door was in 
the centre, with two small windows on either side. 



1818. It is evident from the address to the public, which occupies the Hrst 
column of the first issue, that the adherents of the house of Lowther, not 
content with being treated in the CI^OHiclf upon what was called equal terms 
with their opponents, started this paper with the avowed intention of writing 
down and suppressing the older paper. It will be remembered that three 
months prenous to this, the great Parliamentary election was fought between 
Lord Lowther and Henry Brougham — an election when every impassioned 
thought and ev* r%' strong word then known in the provincial language, were 
freely brought into action by both parties. A subscription list was at once 
opened to provide funds for the new undertaking ; 33 shares and a half of £50 
each were taken up, and a capital of £1,675 thus raised. The f>aper as it first 
appeared, and as it continued for some time, consisted of four pages of five 
columns each, and was published at the price of sevenpence. The original 
printers were Airey & Bellingham, but before the end of the second year a 
separate printing establishment was arranged for in the New Shambles, Finkle 
Street. 

This charge of sevenpence a copy included the fourpcnny stan)p duty then 
imposed by the Government upon all papers, and no journal was legally 
current until it had received the stamp of the exciseman. The paper came 
from Manchester ready stamped, and the printers had to be very careful not to 
spoil a sheet, or the price of the stamp was lost. Although the Government 
stamp carried the newspaper through the post free of charge, still the tax 
proved a great clog to the advancement of general knowledge. Unprinted 
paper was taxed ; news was taxed ; advertisements were taxed. Mr. Frank 
Pollitt tells us that " there were penny papers in the days of Queen Anne, 
but they were inconvenient to the Government ; they took impertinent notice 
of the conduct of ' the great ; ' so that in 1712 the stamp duty was imposed to 
keep them in (»der. The little penny papers were, in fact, taxed out of all 



OftMtta CMIioe. 



The WeUmorland Gazette and Kendal Advertiser was first 
issued under the editorship of Fisher, on the 23rd of May, 
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existence. The advertisement duty likewise, was as great a clog on business 
as tbe stamp duty was on the production of cheap news. The Gaxdte paid 
3S. 6d. on every advertisement inserted." 

From Jul\ , i8i8, to November, ihnj. the editorship was placed in the 
h.uuis of the celebrated De Ouincey, who was not u model editor. Me wrote 
a few ordinary and many extraordinaiy articles, and delij^hted himself with a 
lively controversy with his rival at the Chtonic'c Otlicc respjctin^ the number^ 
and circulation of each paper. Poor De Quiucey ! it was not c.i-sy for him to 
bend his literary aspirations in subservience to his outside proprietors, and put 
up with fixed otTice work. In June. 1819, he received a letter su{?t;e5tin>; tiiu 
proprietors' displeasure, and in the fuliowniL; November his resignation was in 
their hands. De yunicey was succeeded m his editorial functions by John 
Kiiner, wau lieiJ the post lui laree years, acted as manager loi the proprietors, 
and helped to set the new journal hraily on its feet. It was during his 
management that in Januaiy, ihzu, the Gazette followed the example of the 
Chronicle by publishing in (ju.irto size, with eight pages of four naiiuw columns 
to the page; but in January, iSji, it again changed back to folio form of six 
columns. Kilncr resigned in Octol>er, 1821, when overtures to John Briggs, at 
that time editor of the l.omdale Ma<^azine, resulted in his appt)intnu-nt at a 
yearly salary of ^^50. Briggs died in November, iNj4, at the e.irlv a;:e of j6. 
The Lonsdale Magazine, a monthly publication, after being published d ir two 
years in Kirkby Lonsdale, w.is continued for awhile b) John 15riggs when he 
came to Keti dell , out Uu v.ant of support it <inly lived another }ear. Tyras 
Redhead then took up the work, and we find that in .September, l8j6, the 
stamp duty was reduced Irom fourpence to one pcniu' on each copy, when the 
price of the paper at once fell from 7d. to 4^d. The editorship was resigned 
by Tyras Redhead in April, ii>J7. A new departure was then made — Thomas 
Harrison, solicitor, on behalf of the sharehokicrs l)ecame the registered pru- 
prietor. He sliglitly enlarged the page, and gave a fresh pledge of con- 
stitutional orthodoxy in a new (notto—*' Pro rcgc, lege, et grege." 

In May, 1844, the proprietorship passed into the hands of Thomas 
Atkinson, who for six years followinj^ continued to print it in the New 
Shambles ; but in December, 1850, the works were removed to some specially 
erected premises in the Woolpack Yard, where the make-up was finally 
changed to the eight«page form in which it has become so ^miliar to us. This 
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first step in advance was foltowed by many others. The last issue on which 
the penny stamp duty was paid was that of June 23rd, 1855, and on the 30th 
the price of the paper was reduced from 4|d. to 3|d. , In the meantime — 
August, 1853 — ^the tax on advertisements had been taken off; only the paper 
duty remained, and that followed the rest in x86o. As an immediate result, 
the paper was reduced in price from 3}d. to 3d. on October the 5th. The late 
Charles PolHtt was taken into partnership in 1867, and in December of that 
year steam was introduced. It is rather interesting to learn that the first copy 
of the Gaxetie printed by steam on December 14th, 1867, was sent as a 
curiosity for preservation to our local Museum. 

The year 1873 saw the further reduction of the price from 3d. to 2d., and, 
as Mr. Frank Pollitt says, *' the years which immediately followcil were the 
years during which the first j^reat Education Act came into general ripi ration. 
Readers were nmltiplying, interest was quickening, a wide field for the penny 
newspaper was opening, and in January, i88r, the Gazette was puhh^^hed at 
that price." To Charles Pollitt must bv ascribed the honour of thus folit>wing, 
althouEjh seven years later, the Mercury's popular price, who, npnn the retire- 
mcnt of Thomas Atkinson in 1880, vigouruusly took up the sole management. 
His keen foresight led him to lay down new and more rapid machinery, and in 
1884 the paper so well edited, was enlarged from furty-eight to hfty-six columns. 
The continued growth in the circulation of the Gazette made it necessary to 
build new offices and lay down rotary marhincry in iScjg, The yard at the 
rear of the old publishing office in Stricklaiui;,'atc was taken in and covered over 
and the warehouses and cottages were also recjnisitioned for tlie Gazette a new 
home. At the same time the size of the paper was eniart^ed to sixty-four 
columns and it is now the largest paper published within many miles of Kendal. 

The Kendal Herald was published first on January 2nd, 1864, by Thomas 
Atkinson. It consisted of eight pages of five columns each, and was sold at a 
penny. However, its life was only of short duration, as we find it discontinued 
on October 13th, 1866. 

_ . ^ _ The name of this now almost forcjottcn inn, which 

JKOM and Cvown Iim. 

displaced a pictorial signboard representing a rose 
and a crown, \\ as probably meant as a tribute to the Lancastrians. It is a 
building of considerable antiquity, and still has in its attic a most splendid 
example of heavy oak framing, which is to-day in perfect preservation. On the 
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sLLuiul floor there are traces left of the elaborate cornices that once ornamented 
the dancing saloon. 

The main floor of the inn, approached as was usual from the entry, has 
now been entirely taken down so as to give height to the shop beneath, which 
was formo-ly divided by a partition into two small and veiy low shops, where a 
clo!gger and a hoaer had their places of business (see illustration on page 286.) 
A shearman's &.rthing, issued in 1666, was found here when some workmen 
were engaged in altering one of the walls. 

The first note that I have of the inn is that it was kept by Mrs. Brj-ers in 
1756, and my last note is tliat soon after January, 1876, the property fell into 
the hands of the Lancaster Bank, from whom it was bought by Messrs. H. 
Waddington & Co., who at once ga\ e notice to the tenant that the license 
would not again be apphed for. Thus did the " Rose and Crown " cease to 
exist as a public-house on August the 25th, 1876. 



galleried front, is now converted into private shops, the gallery being enclosed. 
Until quite recently the ancient &sade, of over 200 years, had been preserved, 
but alas I since this illustration was taken, vandalism has had its sway, and 
the poetry of Gardner's old tinsmith's shop, snugly hidden beneath the pent 
roof* is lost to the town for ever. The beautiful oak-pierced barge boards to 
the gables, however, still remain. 

It was here that William Hudson, the botanist and authcjr of the " Flora 
Anglica " (1772) antl other works, was born, in or about the year 1730, the inn 
then being kept by his father. The poet Gray stayed here in October, 1762, 
and writes the following aceount of his visit: — "I entered Kendal almost in 
the dark, ami could distinguish only a shadow of the castle on the hill and 
tentcr-gronnds spread far and wide round the town, which I mistook for 
houses. My inn promised sadly, having two wooden galleries in front of it ; 
it was indeed an old, ill-contrived house, but kept by civil, sensible people, so I 
stayed two nights with them, and fared and slept very comfortably. 



White Lion Inn. 



The &motts hostelry of the " White Lion," now much 
decayed by passing years, and which had an old open 



•* Whoe'er has travelled life's dull round. 
Where'er his stages may have been, 
May vigh to think he still has foand 
The wannest welcome at an Iod."*— SlkMisfom. 
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VV'igan, Prefton, Lancafter, and Kendal 

STAGE-COACH, 




S\ V S i.ut frorti the 
HKI.I.-INN, in \V<),k1- 
ftreet, on Monday Morn- 
'\nc, and arrives at the 
VV^HliFMJON, in Kcn- 
dal, on 1 hurfday Nij^ht, — 
^^»^ Sfts out fr.'in thenco on 
1 urtday Noon, and goes 
to the above Inn. in Londos. OA SatardajT Night, duriiq; the Wiotcr 
Scafon. An Infide Place, 

Between London and Kendal, 3 I. 79.I Prefton, si. 151. 
i LaocaJler. 3 1. 1 s.J Wixan, 3 1. 10 s. 

' (Jutfiilt-s, and Children on Lap, Half-price, and allowed ten Pound of 
LuKua^'i-; I nKdt !>, twenty Pouna& ; Four-pence per Pound for all aixwe* 
I to Kt ndal, and fo in Proportion :—One-Half of the Money on «ntOTinfr 
) their Names, the (itherat taking the Giach.— No Money, Plate, Writings, 
I or I HinKs uf ffreat Value, wilt M accounted (in full) for, if loft, unlefs en- 
tered and paid fur as f uch. By this Method, PalCmgen, may be expcditi- 
ouHy conveyed from any Part of the North, to or from Manoiefter, \t ar- 
rinKiun. W ij^an, Prefton, LaneaftaTi or the PkrtH w^aceat, at a PVioe in 
proportion to any Part of the Road. 

ABRAHAM FRF.KLOVR. and 
KOUKKi BATHtK, of Li>ndon. 
PcrfonDed.ifGod permit, by -(I'HOMAS PARR, of Gaillord. 

AND 

AMI S IIOI.MI S. of Uncaftcr. 
N. H. fhc STAGF. from LIvt-rpiKil to Ki ndal. (J. rf. r tnid by the a- 
bove JaMKs Holmks, fct?. out from l.iverpmil every .M<indav Morn- 
ing,— and froin Kendal every Friday Mornin);, duiing the vViNrEk- 

Sbason. 

October 13th, 1764. 



For many years a rampant white lion, painted on copper, braved the 
dements in front of the house, being a badge of one of the Edwards. Truly 
an iippiopi iate enough sign for the roaring trade that most have been carried 
on here. It will be remembered that in olden times families ptit out their 
escutcheons upon the frontages of their houses, and the heraldic lion Argent, 
Or, Gulcs, or Azure, to the uninitiated in heraldic art, were spoken of by the 
vernacular name of white, golden, red, or blue lion. From these the inn- 
keepers took their signs, and not from some king of the polar seas, or bloody 
monarch of the desert. 

The earliest record 

that we have of the 
inn dates back some 
200 years, to a time 
when it was pat up 
in public sale. 
Whilst referring later 
on to Dockray Hall, 
it will be seen that I 
quote at some length 
a will dated March 
iith, 1697, in which 
William Morland 
gives devises and be- 
queaths to certain 
friends this inn, to- 
gether with other 
properties, to be sold 
immediately after his 
death, to pay and 
dischaige all his just 
debts. 



COrV or CUACHINQ AOVaRTISBMaNT. 

On Si'|)lLml)<-r .;th, iiSt)6, in roiisi'(|ucncL' of the bankruptcy of John ruttv, 
this inn, standing tlicn at a rental of £"70, was sold b\- public auction to W'm. 
Stainton ; and again in 1S70 it was sold, when the auctioneer alludes to the 
far-fatned dancing room, "47 fi'et by 16 feet, ;ipprr)ached by a spacious oak 
staircase, and also to a bowling green. 154 feet by 414 feet," a space which is 
now covered by Nelson's tiajber yard. Here it was that the meetings of the 
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Loyal Orange Lodges were regularly held about the year 1820, and where the 
artizans and mechanics held their memorable meeting to protest against the 
Corn Laws, adopting a petition, which obtained 2,500 signatures. And here, 
too, in 1829^ some townsmen met to inauguarate a Kendal Co-operative Society, 
and in 1830 to hold the tenth and final anniversary of the Kendal Union 
Building Society. 

Yard 4C the yard, behind the " White Lion Inn," there is another fine 
specimen of the old leaden rain water spouts, for which Kendal 
was at one time so famed. It bears on the shield the initials " LS.A." with 
an eagle displayed on the shaft. 

Ml __ ^ , The tall building at the head of Entry Lane has long 

vIbttiiipAnuiott 2&o«al» 

been known as a Temperance Hotel, and bebw, 
where Ion has his shop, modernized some few years ago, previously existed 
two small shops one above the other, the upper one being approached by a 
flight of steps that projected into the street. This can clearly be seen in the 
illustration on page 286. Here till the year 1819 Nicholas Wilson, watch- 
maker, had his abode, a man who was best known as one of the first scientific 
bellringers in the North of England, and to whom we are indebted for a peal 
at our Parish Church, which ranks amongst the most complete and musical in 
the kingdom. 

_ ^ , This historic lane in the Boke 0/ UecorUc is named " Stanc's 

Bntry Iiane. ^ , . , . . 

Entry' by reason of us being opposite to the ancient " Cauld 

Stean." On Speed's plan of iGii it is marked "Wilson's T tni-," and in the 
register of the burials at the Parish Church it is entered as the "Entry in 
Stricklandgate, 1762." 

Peaoook Inn ^ old-fashioned '* Peacock Inn," which stood on the 
south side of the lane, I can learn nothing that would be of 
interest to record. The quaint old wooden-fronted gable, a glory of massive 
grandeur, so interesting to the antiquary, passed away at the beginning of this 
century. 

w A to return to the eastern side of the street we notice next 

MOB. 19 10 19' 

door to No. 9, which was at one time a coffee house, a 
splendid row of lath and plaster houses, witii molded overhanging pro- 
jections. No. 1 3 (Farrer's tea shop) alone retains the original quaint form of 
window ; the other shops being refronted in the year 1622. 
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I can only trace the history of the row back to the middle of last centun,-, 
to a time when it was owned by William Herbert, a mercer. He died in 
February', 1766, and by his will bequeathed lo his wife Agnes, during her 
natural life, all that burgage house, messuage or tenement, with a stable and 
back buildings, and also three shops and two cellars under the front of the said 
dwelling-house ; and after her decease to his grandson, Fletcher Fleming. 
The widow died January, 1776, aged 84, and in the following month the 
property was sold by the said Fletcher Fleming. 

After this time No. ig was occupied by William Bordley, an ironmonger, 
who was succeeded by Thomas Miller in the same line of business. He was 
mayor in 1776 and in 1780, and to him is due the refronting of the northern 
end of the row. John Pearson came to Kendal in 1781, and took over Miller's 
business, and in his turn became mayor in 1809 and 1818. He died at the age 
of 80 in the year 1837, and was succeeded by his son, Francis. Matthew 
Redhead followed, and removed the business next door to No. 21. 




The Old Town Hall and adjacent Buildings. 

Nob 21 and 23 ^"^^'^'^"^ ^° north was the ancient draper's shop as here 

illustrated. It must have been a dear old place, such as 
one would now-a-days give much to look upon. And it would not be so small 
either, for every inch of space was utilised. For instance, a foot was stolen 
from the ground to gain head height, and the ceiling of the shop was just at 
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that convenient level to enable "Tommy Wilson " to easily reach unaided the 
topmost shelf, whereon lay the silks, cambrics, and delicate drabs that 
delighted the Quakeresses shopping in those sober days. 

Truly, the drawing strikes one strangely with the singular and simple idea 
our forefathers must have had» of what constituted the requisites of a first-class 
shop. But when Thomas Miller made such extensive alterations to the 
adjoining row, the spirit of this building became ashamed, in sheer desperation 
it was compelled to throw aside its lowly guise and submit to the frontage 
being entirely rebuilt in 1826. As a compromise, however, it clung tenaciously 
to the olden small panes and large frames until the year 1854, when they at 
last gave way to what was then considered the largest plate-glaf» windows in 
the town. 

It was Wilson Marriott, a chemist, who thus converted the place into a 
substantir\l and ftncly-hammcrcd limestone building. I am told that he paid 
the Corporation the sum of £20 to In- allowt d to carr}' h\<. cornice up higher 
than that on the Moot Hall, and thereby block up one of the three dials of the 
town clock. 

Notice the prominent lines in the illustration depicting the paving flags. 
With what pride they are drawn in ! And no wonder, seeing that they formed 
the first street pavement ever set in Kendal. But the boys would run along 
and strike their dogs against them, in consequence of which poor Tommy 
Wilson soon became terribly aged, and after a time removed to the more 
rural district of Netherfield. See page 197. 

In the middle of the XVIIIth century it would seem that a tanner occupied 
the building. One who was doubtless present at the last Kendal Guild in 1739, 
and walked with the 60 tanners who took part in the procession. The follow- 
ing esctract is from the Westmorland Gazette of June loth, 1826: — "A singular 
hammer. In the walls of a house now being taken down adjoining the Town 
Hall, a hammer was found similar to those used by the excise for stamping 
leather. A tanner of the name of John Sawrcy resided here some 60 years ago 
(1766) who was suspected of stamping his mvn leather to defraud the revenue. 
One morning it was discovered that he had quitted both house and trade atid 
was never more heard of. This is most likely the very hammer that he had 
used and which be had kept concealed in the wall. The parts are well cut* 
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clean and perfect, on one side there is the No. 1402, probably the progressive 
one then used by Government and in two other corners the letters J. H. which 
appear to have been movable so that they might be changed as required. In 
the same building has been found a silver coin of the time of Edw. VI.. 
probably a shilling being nearly as large as our half-crown, but very thin.'* 

mm ^ mm ,m Adjoininj,' (ht'SL' shops, and at the comer of Mercer's Lane. 
Moot Hall. 

stands the buildins; which, until the year 1859, was the Mof>t 
Hall.* It is one of the chief characteristics of an ancient town that its hall 
of justice was almost invariably placed in the Market Square ; and to many an 
antiquary, visiting this ancient burgii in recent dnys. it has appeared as a 
puzzle why our Town Hall should be so far remote from this rightful position. 
It can be, therefore, of no small comfort to our wonted pride to feel that in 
days gone by our Moot Hall did not transgress against this customary 
characteristic. 

It would !>cem that the bnildinji? was erected in the year 1591, Hiit that in 
1720 it was alitiost entirely remudt llcd, beinfj greatly heic^hteni cl :uut adorned 
by now win<l()ws. a time when the old oaken gallery that used to run alung 
Mcrcpr's Lane was n iiKned. Upon the Corporation ronu)ving to the White 
Hall in Hiijh^ate the inopcrty was sold by auction on the I2th day of April, 
1859, when it realized the magiiiiicent sum of £2^0 ! 

Accustomed as we are to the style of our present mayor's apartments, it is 
difficult to imagine this old court-loft, approached by twenty-four steps, and 
only partially lit with the aid of some half-burnt sixes fixed in tin candlesticks 
against the whitewashed walls. Turning sharp round to the west, at the head 
of the stair, so as to hce the portrait of John Yeates hanging above the bench, 
the careful observer might have distinguished truly a few long windows 
begrimed with dirt on the right-hand looking into the lane, and another on 
the left over the gallery appropriated to the jury. Beside this latto- window 
there was a doorway leading to the retiring room, the which being separated 
only by a sliding partition, could be thrown into the main court as necessity 
required. In front of the bench was a round table for the use of the learned 
profession and their subordinates, with occasional room for the newspaper 



• Moot.— A, Savon, M 'f;<i<:. (,, ,n..t f-r <t. libcrntiwr^ *n diacvaa, froot unM, « mccUiit, wheiwe 
meet. Likewise a fnoohfomt, kinc liable to be debated. 
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reporter. But nothing, I think, can describe the dilapidated condition of the 
building, so much as the wooden rail pen-like enclosure which was placed in 
the centre of the room as a necessary precaution to keep the public away 
from this rotten portion of the floor, and beneath which were no wooden 
supports. 

^. . I have been unuble to find anv record of a public clock havini' 

Vown Olook. ' 

been set up in this town prior to the year 1582, before which 

period one would suppose that 

" Time his birthdays by the sun." 

In the above year, however, we learn from the Hoke off Kccorde that " James 
Lcyburne esquyer of his liberalitio ffor the vse benyiite & pleasure off all the 
inhabitants of Kyrkby Kendall and also off all others coniynge and resort inj^e 
vnto the same did ffrelie geve & bestowe all his clock furnyshed wth the 
souodinge bell belonginge, as the same was standinge at his Manor hou^t- off 
Cunyswicke wthin this pishe, together wth divers oke trees in his pke off 
Cunyswicke for settinj^c and placinge the same vpon." It is highly probable 
that this frame and clock remained standing in the Market Place for 167 
years, that is to say until the year 1759, when upon rebuilding the Moot 
Hall the clock was, as we know, suspended out from the heightened tower, in 
which position it remained until the year 1774. No wonder that after itidicating 
the flight of time to six or seven generations of our townsmen, besides having 
previously done duty for an indefinite period at Cunswick Hall, that we read at 
last of its erratic movements and the troubled &ces of those who resorted to it 
for the time of day. 

A five days' severe battle was fought at Appleby in October, 1774, for the 
parliamentary representation of Westmorland, which resulted in the return of 
Sir James Lowther and Sir Michael le Fleming. Sir James, of "galloping 
Jammy " renown, whilst staying at the " White Lion** a short time afterwards, 
also became annojred with the wayward movements of the old dock, and by 
way of commemorating his happy victory, presented to the Corporation a new 
one made by Wm. Wilson, of All Hallows Lane. The gift seems to have been 
a particularly generous one, seeing that the to%im as a whole voted against the 
donor in the election. For 57 ^ ears this clock served the town, at first mth its 
dial feeing into the Market Place, until August, 1840, when it was rehung 00 
the firont of the Hall, so as to &ce up and down the main street. 
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In a dialogue, the Rev. Edward Hawkes makes t' auld Toon Clock expostulate 
about its "dour mesters, who were for iwer riving and rooting,** as follows: — 
" If ye*ll tak t* trouble. Sir, to leeak back intuit Kendal papers, aboot t' time 
when Lord John were tiying to tinker t* Reform Bill ower agen, mappen i* 
*5i or *52 ye*U see o* aboot it. O sorts o* folks had been starin' and jibin* at 
ma ; an* sayin* I was good to nout at o*. But it was o* t* fault o' them that 
sud ha* guided me reet. Well, then I get sic a scooring» an* my feeace and 
fingers and harms were paanted and varnished, an* I kna net wat ; an* et last 
I were weel oilt and let ga ; an' I foon it easy gaing, for they let me ga on 
" tick," which maist high leeved folk like ye kna. An' then t' Editor o* th* 
paper, I kenna which, sed to ma coomfort-<^or Sir, I were enfightened lik^ I 
can read t' paper gay weel — ^he sed verrra grand, ' The machinery, which is 
self4iluminating, is retained ; and we are fain to believe that the Town Hall 
clock, instead of being any longer a gibe and a joke^ will really be rendered not 
only useful but ornamental to the worthy Kendalians.* Eh Sir, but it did mi 
auld worn oot works gude to read, a* that, its so gran and self satisfactory like, 
I shall ev a wink o' rest and bide my ain time.** Poor thing, its rest was not 
for long, the time soon came for it to go to a satntlier home. For whsn the 
Corporation removed in 1861 to the White Hall, the old clock, after being 
deprived of its bell which was removed to the new hall, was presented to St. 
Thomas* Church by the Mayor and Corporation, and a subscription was made 
for its thorough repair, renovation, and erection there. It lirst struck the bell 
of this church on August iith, 1862, and a cleaver contrivance was made so 
that it could do this at every successive half hour, much to the delight, we are 
told, of the inhabitants of that parish. 

I have beftjre ine an interesting paper which is dated October 24th, 1843, 
in which is set forth '* A Hst of Days appointed by the Corporation of Kendal 
on which to hoist the Town's Flag." 

Januaiy i -™ New Year's Day, 

February 10 ^ Queen'i Marriage. 

April 19 ^ Kendal Spring Fair Day. 

May 34 — Qucen'a Birthday. 

„ 99 ^ Restoration of Charles II. 

June 7 Keform Bill passed. 

„ 18 — General peace. 

„ 20 Queen's Accession. 
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Jun« 48 
AujcuBl t3 
«7 



Qu««n*s Coronation. 
Queen Dowftger** Birthday. 

DochOMOf Kent's Hirthdajr. 
Prince Albert's Birthday. 



November i 



Election of Town Councillors. 



9 



Election of Mayor, Prince of Wales' Birthday 



and Kendal Fair Day. 
Baster Day. 
Whit.llonday. 

And such other daya aa the Mayor may direct. 



At the south-west c<irner of the Free Library' can still be seen 
a portion of the old Catild-stean, a corruption of call-stone. 



from which all proclamations were called prior to the institution of the bellman. 
It supposed to have been a portion of the octagon base to the ancient 
market cross, which was removed from the centre of Stricklandyate in jyfy^, 
when the fast increasing; vehicular traffic required the removal (jf such an 
obstruction. There is a story told of some mischievous boys rollinj; this 
historic stone down to the Elephant Yard Entry, much to the consternation of 
the worthy burghers, but fortunately for their equanimity, it was quickly 
found and restored to its former position of honour. 

The well-knowD "Loiukm stone/* which now is built in to a wall 
opposite Canon Street Station in the Metropolis, was the central milliarum 
or milestone of London in the days of the Roman occupation ; and so in a 
like manner our Cauld-stean marks the central miltiamm from which the 
distances along our high roads are now measured. 

According to somt: old plans the Market Cross seems to have been some- 
what ornate in design, standing upon an angular basement, and a few aged 
inhabitants can still remember having seen an eight-sided obelisk lying in the 
stone works of Webster and Holme, New Inn Yard, and that it was spoken of 
as the old Market Cross pedestal. 

Market crosses originated in towns near to some monastic establish- 
ment, to which the Order sent a monk or friar on market days to preach 
to the assembled farming people. Their endeavour seems to hav<- h(pn to 
excite public homage to religion, and to ins|)ire men w ith a sense of mor.dity 
and piety amidst the ordinary business of life. The cross also formed ^ coa- 
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venient place where the tolls levied on farmers and dealers in countrj' produce, 
for the piivilege of selling within the town, could be collected. Doubtless the 
original form of such crosses was simply a shaft raised on steps, but in order 
to shelter the divine, or the toll collector, a covering was added in umbrella 
form, beneath which also the farmers' wives sought shelter in wet weather. 
The prototype of the covered markets of to-day. 

I have already, on page 50, referred to the bringing home of the third 
Charter, and to the public rejoicings which took place at this cross in 1683. 
Again, amongst the papers preserved at Levens Hall IS a letter from Mr. 
Richard Lowrey to Colonel James Grahme and dated April 23rd, 1702, as 
follows . — ** This being the day of her Majesty's coronation, the Mayor, Alder- 
men, Burgesses and others went from the public hall to the Cross, vrith drums 
and music before them and drank the health of the Queen and Prince George 
of Denmark on their knees, with the prosperity of the Established Church. 
In the evening there were illuminations, bonfires etc. with such joy as I have 
never seen in this town." The Cauld^stean was used for the last time on 
December 3zst, 1864, when the Town Clerk read from thence the abolitioa 
of the Kendal tolls. Here for centuries past the fiurm servants have stood 
during the hiring £sdrs, with the symbolic piece <^ strand in their mouths, and 
the custom is still known as *' standing the cross." 




Fillovy. 



Near by stood 
for many cen* 
tuiies the wooden pillory, 
erected in the middle of 
the street, between the 
Cauld Stean and the 
'* Rose and Crown ** Inn. 
and which was sold at 
last by the Corporation 
for firewood in August, 
1840. In England, in 
bygone days, the pilloiy 
was a familiar object, and 
perhaps no engine of 
punishment was note 
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generally empl(>\ cd. Where there was a market, the pillor}^ was sure to be 
seen ; for if the authorities nef^lectcd to have it ready for immediate use, for 
bakers offending in the assize of bread ; for millers stealing of corn at the mill ; 
for bawds, scoldf; and other ofTend'irs, they ran the risk of forfeiting the right 
of holding a market, a most serious matter in those delightful days. In the 
year rSiG the pillory ceased to be employed for punishmg persons except in 
cases of perjury, and for this purpose it was used so late as the year 1830, but 
it was abolished altogether by Act of Parliament in the year of our Queen's 
accession to the throne. 

St. George • Chapel. ^" ***** P"*®"* 

George's Chapel once stood, raised upon open-built 

arches, a good model of which is preserved in oar musearo. It was erected 

in 1754 on the site of some dingy-looking buildings, consecrated on June 

24th. 1755, by Bishop Keene, and removed away in June, 1855, having just 

stood one hundred years. After the erection of the present St. George's 

Church in 1841, this chapel was little used excepting for temporary purposes* 

but it will always be honoured as the place where the Rev. Wm. Whitdock 

preached so faithfully between the years 1807 and 1822. 



Church Missionary Society. 

On SiNDAY, the 28th inst. two Sermons will bo 
preached at Sr. Geof^ge's Chapel, in this Town, by 
the Rev. Isaac Sai nders. M. A., of St. Margaret's, 
Westminster, in aid of the (ihurcb Missionary Soci- 
ety for Africa and the East. 

9Sr Service to commence at half-after Ten in the 
Morning, and at Six in the Evening. 

Kendalt At^itst 20<A, 1814. 



Cory or Handbill. 



I have thought it interesting here to illustrate a handbill in my possession, 
as being the first notice we have of the Church Missionary Society in Kendal. 
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STRICKLANDCATE 

The executors of 
the will of the late 
Dr. Stratford, com- 
missary of the Arch- 
deaconry of Rich- 
mond, contributed 
^600 towards the 
building and endow- 
ment, besides j^ii or 
so for a set of oom- 
munion plate. The 
same Dr. Stratford 
also gave by his will 
£y> to the poor of 
Kendal, £20 to the 
poor of KilUngton, 
£3,000 more for 
specific charities ; 
and he bequeathed 
the residuum of his 
personality, £9*V3^» 
to be laid out in 
buying good books 
to be disposed of to 
proper persons with* 
in the Aichdeaconiy 
of Richmond, in 
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marker pii 



lace- 
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^ f rick land jjele. 

relieving poor housekeepers, putting out poor children as apprentices, clothing 
poor old people and poor boys and giris, and augmenting fifty-eight small 
livings and curacies. Good man I 

Beneath the chapel were three shops at the west end, behind which was 
the foul, dark, filthy " Black Hole," disused in the year i8j6, and beneath this 
again was the town's dungeon, where refractory prisoners were confined in 
irons. In befiltinf* contiguity, as the cause of such suffering, were other com- 
modious vaults for the storage and sale of wine and ardent spirits. Durin<^ the 
evening services the outcries of the drunken prisoners, it is said, were some- 
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times heard giving fresh earnestness to the solemn preaching of Dr. Whitelcxk. 
There are many towns that claim the authorship of the following lines, and 
notably the ancieot town of Richmond, but in 1822 one of our papers inib- 
lished them as a genuine inspiration : — 

** There's a spirit above, and a spirit below, 
A spirit of love, and a spirit of woe i 
The Spirit above is the Spirit divine. 
And the spirit below is the spirit of wine 1 " 

In the rear was the market with its stalls clustered around the wooden 
columns supporting the chapel floor, but the accommodation being imperfect 
and insufficient the Corporation came forward in 1855, and, in order to prnvicie 
a new market house, voluntarily relinquished their holding in the two front 
shops, and the Rev. J. W. Barnes, with the consent of Bishop Graham, con- 
sented to the removal of the disused church. 

The present building was erected by public subscription, at a cost of £yoo, 
upon a rather narrower site, in order to widen the northern lane to the market 
square. The mayor, John WliiL^scll, laid the foundation stone at the south- 
west corner on the 21st day of July, 1855, who, instead of building in, as nf 
old, a townsman's child alive to propitiate the evil spirit of the eaith. .^1 c 
thus secure a safe foundation, paid the forfeiture by depositing a buillc 
beneath the stone, containing the seven silver coins then in circulation, a 
penny, six half-pennies, a farthing, and half farthing, together with a copy 
each of ihe two local papers, and a parchment document. It seems that the 
mayor was unfortunately cut short in the middle of his speech upon this 
occasion by the hhl nii^ of the firc-bcll in consequence of the tiring of a hay- 
stack at iVikiigi; l^ud, and which caused the immediate dispersal of the 
meeting. The building was converted into a Free Library upon the erettion 
of the New Market Hall in the year 1891. 

Inn ^^i^''**"^ yiooi Hall was the " Slip Inn," a quaint old building, 
the histoiy of which we know nothing, except that it was tenanted 
by Isaac Kirkby until 18x3, and that it was sold by auction, together with the 
dwelling-house and shop in front, when in the occupation of William Norman 
in November, 1863, and that the overhanging front was altered in 1865. It 
was closed as an inn in 1898. 
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^ , , , » The room recently occupied by the Guardians of tbe 

Caledonian Room. „ . , _ .... , . . . . , 

Kendal Poor, with the shops beneath, is probably ao 

erection of x8oo. For a time it was a chapel for the Presbyterian Church, 

after which it was used as a newsroom by the tradesmen. See page 62. 

^, , , This is another ancient inn, of which there U little history 
Globe Inn. j . 

recorded beyond the boast of a certain Taylor, that m order to 

show the Kendal joiners what he could do, he made the front door, with eight 

raised panels, in one day. We also finfl it put up for sale on the x8th August, 

1780, being then let to James Hallhead at the cl^r yearly rent of £iSt and in 

complete repair. George Adlington was innkeeper till his death in 179S, and 

my next note is that Christopher Gibson held the tenancy until December, 

1843, when it was again advertised for sale by Roger Cornthwaite, together with 

his own residence in Castle Street. 

_ In the riii(Hlf> nees every town, ahhrv, .uul iu ;irlv all the more 

Tha Stooks. • . , ' , u i. 

important rnaiiona! lords had the right ut Ijungiiig, so that the 

gallows were on rvrrv hand a conspiruous feature. And considering that 
Henry VIII., the monarch of " the hanj^Mn<j rt i<,'n,"* favotircd the town with 
his courtship of Knthrrino Parr, it is hartllv liki. lv tliat tlii=; ancient horiuii;h 
should have been wantini: in tli:s L:rucsoine object. Hut where it stood I ran 
find no mention, nor itidcrd aiuthiiig concerning it. lint we have here in the 
Market Place ctTtain kiiowlrd'jc of the j)iiblir stocks, which were made to h M 

two persons, and which stood near to this last mentioned inn, until removed 
in 1835. 

In 1405 an Act was passed for every town and vilhge to be provided with 
a pair of stocks, so that a place was not considered complete, or only regarded 
as a hamlet, without this instrument uf punishment, so es.sential to due order and 
government were they deemed to be. It was enacted, in the year 1605, that 
every person convicted of drunkenness should be fined five shillings or i^nd 
six hours in the stocks, and here amid the busy market the poor culprit would 
sit upon a cold stone seat, with his feet fastened in the miserable structure^ 
subject to the merciless scorn and derision of the crowd. Even the shins of 
the great Cardinal Wolsey, when incumbent at Lymington, about tbe year 



• 73|tOoo peraoos wen ei|ecuted during ht» i7 years of sovereignty. 
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1500, became ac<]uainted with that town's wooden pinfold, for overstepping the 
bounds of moderation at a village feast. 

" A parson here I confined in stocks, 

A prison made of wood — a — 
Weeping and praying to get out, 
Bot couldna' for hi;* blood — a — . 

The pillory, it hun^^ o'er his head, 
The whipping-post so near — a — 
A crowd of people round about 
Did at Thomas laugh and jeer— a—.** 

It was a fearful punishment without doubt, and perhaps was wisely discontinued. 

An old inhabitant says that both 
men and women used to be flogged 
in the Market Place near to the 
stocks, there being a ring fixed to 
the wall to which the culprits were 
fastened by a rope. Prior to this 
modification of Queen Elixabeth'st 
upon the fiimous Whipping Act of 
Henry Vlll.yboth men and women 
were firequently punished by being 
tied naked to a "cart tail/' and 
flogged through the streets, " till 
the body be bloody by reason of 
such whipping." He also men> 
tions the early practice of carting 
prisoners through the town, with 
a board hung on their backs, on 
which was painted in conspicuous clunucters, the word "thief" or 
"VAGRANT." After going the length of the principal streets in this fashion 
the culprit was set down at the town's end, and so discharged forth from the 
borough. 




PiLLORV, Whipping-post and Stocks 

AT WALLINGfOaO. 



Marlwt HaU. 



This hall was built by public subscription in commemoration 



of the Queen's Jubilee, 1887. The first charter for holding a 
Kendal market was granted by King Richard 1. The fair and market tolls 
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were iibulishcd on the last day of 1864, being j)urchased by subscription 
anunintiiig to £1100, Iroin the Lords of the Manor or Barony, the Earl of 
Loiisdak' and thu Hon. Mai) Howard. The event seems to have been 
celebrated by a treat of wine and cake given by the Mayor and Corporation, 
Farmers' Club, and other gentlemen. Afterwards a procession W2S formed, 
headed b) a l)and ot ajusic, which wended its v : \ t > the Cauld-stean, from 
whence the Town Clerk road the proclamation declaring the tolls free from 
twelve o'clock at noon ot iliat aay henceforth, and for ever. 



name, was won and retained as a trophy in a fierce contest played between 
Kendal and some neighbouring township. For many generations it hang 
su^nded in the kitchen until the house was rebuilt. 



February 23rd, 1836, by the Mayor, Thomas Sleddall, on behalf of the Coipoia* 
tion for £20, from James Ward a tailor. By them it was wed as a weigh 
loft, in which the woollen yarn produced by the country women's dirtaff and 
spinning-wheel was weighed out to the cap, jacket, or cloth manu&ctures. The 
building remained as such for one hundred and twenty-two years, that is until 
the 5th of June, 175b, when it was sold to Thomas Ashbumer, printer and 
bookseller, for ^^39 Z2S. 8d. Ashbumer practically rebuilt the old building, and 
transformed the premises into the " New Play House.** He died in 1778 at the 
age of 73, when the property came by will to his son, James, who succeeded 
him in business. 

In the autumn of 1787 the zealous Stephen Brunskill rented the building 
at six guineas per annum for Wesleyan services, and on February 13th, 1795, 
we find it sold to this body for ;^89 as their first meeting house. Thay could 
not, however, have remained here for veiy long, as they subsequently removed 
to " The Fold," in Stricklandgate, previous to the erection of their chapel at 
the nothern town-end in the year 1808. Again, we find that in Febraaiy, 1827, 
fames Moffatt, a draper, sold the building to Christopher Pennington, a watch- 
maker, for 3^250. For the same sum it was sold in 1843 by Pennington's niece 
to the Trustees of the Working Men's Institute, who now continue to hold it. 
The building was refronted, and otherwise considerably altered in the year 18^ 



Football Ibb. 



This public-house still shows signs of having once had a 
gallery frt^nt. The football, from which the inn took the 



Workmen's Newaroom. 



This building at first consisted only of four small 
shops, a gallary and a loft. It was purchased on 
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The history of the property is a good example of how even small rights 
oontiniie throughout hundreds of years. At the time that the Corporation 
bought the property from James Ward, a right-of-way over the gallery was 
granted to him in order that he might ascend to his tailor's shop, and this is 
doubtless the same right now possessed by the " Football Inn " to a dwelling- 
boose inserted in the upper part of the building. Hidden away down the 
passage bdow the Institute's colonnade you can gain a most charming view of 
some sonny-gardened cottages. 

. « _ This now-fori'ottcii inn stood in the corner 

Thm Moim In 4li« WmUl Inn. 

of the Market Scjiiare. It was the proud 
possessor of a (Quaint-looking sign-hoard, which is stiii preserved in our Museum. 
The sign has evidently been painted on what was once a much larger board, for 
on the back there is still to be seen the lower half of a curved dragon, with the 
date 1741. Mr. John Watson, in his admirable series of articles contributed to 
the papers on our Local Inn Signs, and to which I am indebted for much 
information, says that the name is believed to have originated from tlie hole 
made in the wall of a debtor's prison, through which the poor prisoners received 
gifts, such as money or broken meat, from the charitably inclined. 

- , ^ , . , This inn at one time was owned by a Captain Marshall, 

who altered its name from the " Golden Lion " to " The 
Pack," hanging out for his sign a pictorial representation of his ship ; but at 
the close of his tenancy the inn was again known by its former name. Mr. 
J. E. Hargreaves has in his possession an interesting picture of the bar parlour 
painted about the year 1840. Sitting in an ancient-looking chair, with a glass 
of grog before him, is a portrait of Robert Postlethwaite, then in liis 7(j year, 
attired in an old-fashioned suit, with gaiters and brass buttons. Around him 
are thirty of his associates, whose united ages amounted to 2,168 years, and 
their average ages to more than 72 years. 

E. A »• #^1. 1 After the Restoration, Richard Frankland, an 
Market Plane Ohapel. ..... 

emment nunister ejected from Aoddaod, became 

a master of an Academy at Natland. Besides teaching during the week, he 

preached in his own house and in the neighbourhood as opportunity oflered. 

There can be little doubt that to the labours of this pious man the Presbyterian 

ooogregation in the Market Place (now Unitarian}, as well as the Presbyterian 



Digitized by Google 



3o6 KIRKBIE KENDALL 

congregation at Stainton, owe their origin 




Old Gabled Housk betwep.n "Golden I.ion Inn' 
AND Chapel. 



The baptismal records in the 
chapel date back to the 
year 1687. Where these 
early dissenters \vorshipp>ed 
at first is not known, in- 
deed the histor\- is lost 
until June i6th, 1702, 
when the Kev. W illiam 
Pendlebur)', M.A., a son 
of the Rev. H. Pendle- 
bury, M.A., ejected from 
Ilolcombe, in Lancashire, 
was ordained. 

The Rev. Dr. Caleb 
Rotherham commenced 
his ministery in 1706, and 
it was during his charge 
that the chapel was erected 
in 1720, to accommodate 
200 persons. The funds 
for the building were raised 
by voluntary subscription, 
and by the sale of the 
seats as freeholds, which 
long continued to be pri- 
vate property. 



Rotherham's ministerial training was received from Dr. Thomas Dicks^on, 
who conducted a flourishing academy at Whitehaven. When Dickson 
removed to Bolton, in Lancashire, Rotherham himself continued the classes 
here in Kendal until his death in 1752. The Monthly Repository for 1810 
contains a list of fifty-six Divinity students educated at this academy, some of 
whom afterwards became eminent scholars and preachers. 

The first mention there is of this chapel in the parish register, is in the year 
1725, when on April 24th Thomas Gibson, of Stramongate, was buried at the 
Presbyterian Meeting House. In the same year, October 2nd, Sarah Ogton, 
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of Fincal Street, was buried here. In 1726, Januar>' 23rd, Thomas Strickland^ 
of Stricklandgate, was buried at the same place. In 1728, April 30th, John 
Foster, a soldier, was buried at tlfe Presbyterian Meeting House ; and the last 
entn' is in 1729, July 5th, William Dawney, of Fincal Street, was buried at the 
Presbyterian Meeting House. The oldest monumental stone is on the south 
side of the chapel, and is inscribed as follows : — ** Here lieth ye Body of William 
Dawney, late of Kendall, Who departed this Life the 5 of Jul> . Anno Dom. 
1729." 

It was during the time of the Rev. Dr. Kotherham's ministr)' that the 
English Presbyterian Church gradually changed their doctrine, and Rotherham 
seems to have been one of the leading teachers of these distinctly Unitarian 
tenets. For a long time their doctrine \v;is strictly evangelical, but with 
successive ministers from being Calvinistic in sentiment, they became first. Arian 
in their views, until finally they adopted the creed of Socinus. Four years 
after Dr. Rotherham's death, in 1752, his son, also named Caleb, succeeded 
him in this church, and continued to minister till his death in 1796. The 
parsonage in front was erected in 1777 of dressed limestone. 

In the early years of the prr s;nt ctmtury the Rev. Janii s Kay, one of the 
ministers of the New Street ("hapcl, havini? chantjod his \ic\\s regarding 
Believer's Baptisim, rcsieried his pulpit, and bcg.ui business as a dealer in 
earl lien ware ; bat shoiils afterwarvis hn commenced a new cause uiidrr the 
name of the '* I'nitarian Iktptists,"' 01 dippers. Thry met for worship in the 
Caledonian Room lelci ied to on page jo2. and bapti/cd their followers early on 
Sunday mornings dming the summer, m th • Castle Mill race or at the Ancho- 
rite's well. In 1820 Mr. K iy K ft Ketxl.il t ii Atnerica, and his people joined the 
Market Place Chapel, tlieii fast be^ imiiu^ iiimtil.t d with the Unitarian creed. It 
must be remembered that prior to the 'Tolt iaiiiig Statute' of i8ij no Unitarian 
place of worship could be lcgail\ 1 st.ihli^titjd, and C()tise(](ieiitly. w hcir chapels 
were erected by that dcnomin itdii. the trust deeds of necessit) omitted to 
specify the tenets for the prt)niulgatiou of u hich the building was raised, or the 
teacher endowid. Had it been otherwise, the property \sonld ha\c been 
forfeited, and the founders, avowing dissent from 1 nnitarian doctrines, \\ nuld 
have become liable to se\erc puaialiment. The congregations v\ere called 
Presbyterian, not on account of their doctrine, but solely in reference to their 
scheme of church government of mdependence. 
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After the Rev. Caleb Rotherham, junr., the Rev. John Harrison became 
minister for 37 years, from April isth, 1796, until his death on the 6th of Ma)% 
1833. The Rev. Edward Hawkes, M.A., was appointed pastor on the 15th of 
June following, and served the church for another 33 yeaia» until his death on 
January 15th, 1866. During his ministry the chapel was re-roofed, the walls 
stone-finished, and an organ was purchased from the old Roman Catholic 
Chapel. The old building still retains its two heights of windows, but the 
leaden casements have now entirely disappeared. The doorway which formerly 
opened into the " Mason*s Arms " Yard has long been walled up, but I believe 
there is still a right-of-way into Stramongate. 

The K('\-. J. v.. Odpers, M.A., formerly of Liverpool, preached for the first 
time on the 5th day of January, 1868, and on the 27th of December following 
the Rev. John Russell, of Glastjow, was ordained the misister to fill the vacancy 
caused by Mr. Odj.(ers removing to Bridgewater. Russell resigned .\pril 5th, 
1K74. The Rev. W. Rirkf; followed, and was snccoeded by the Rev. James 
Macdonald, who took a great interest iji the restoration of the chapel in l88i. 
At this time a srhoolrooin was added at the side for a cost of some £soo. On 
the two down spouts are the dates A.D. 1720 and A.G. 

Edward Holme, M.D., of Manchester, but a native of Kendal, and a 
descendant of one of the founders of this chapel, bequeathed at his death in 
1847 jfi.ooo, the interest of which was to be paid for ever in aid of the 
minister's salary. 

In the papers, letters and journals of the late Mr. William Pearson, a weU 
known naturalist, of Borderside, in Crosthwaite, edited by his widow (who was 
sister to the late Mr. John Greenhow, of Anchorite's House, and sister-in-bw 
to the late Rev. E. Hawkes), is the following allusion to the chapel under 
notice : — 

** This quiet, ieelud«d buildings thongh wiuated in the heert of the town, it ovenhadevd 
by treei, beneath which rest many worthies of departed timet, one of whom, Jamee Patiicii 

was the prototype of the " Wanderer " in the Bxcursion. A plain mural slab outside the eait 
wall of the chapel — which was his spiritual home — bears this inscription : — " Near this place 
are buncd John !*atrick. of H.irnnrfl Castle, who died May loth. 1763, aged fifty-one; 
Margaret, the daughter of James and Mary Patrick, who died November 20th, 1767, in her 
infancy ; James Patrick, of Kendal, who died March 2nd, 1787, aged seventy-one." Wheo 
Staying in Kendal with his friend Mr. Thomas Cooksoo, the Poet Wordsworth himself «m 
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wonhipper along with the family at this chapel, and thm heeame acquainted 
with the mioietert the Rev. John Harriaon, ami with one of his coaKrexetion, the wdl known 
blind mathenatieian and hotaoist, Mr. John Gongh, with the delineation of whose remaiieable 
powers and character, the poet ennched his Excursion, and in tarn has by the touch of genius 
im|>arted to them a lustre that will not fade whilst English literature shall endure." 

Aniho Asknw ^^^^ Office Yard and opposite to 

* the " Football Inn " was born the celebrated Oriental 
linguist and classical scholar. Anthony Askew, M.D., the collector of the 
'* Bibliotheca Askcviana," being christened at the Parish Church Oil May 
7th, 1722. He was educated at Sedbergh, and took his M.B. d^;Tee at 
Cambridf^e in 1745, where he commenced his medical practice, and became 
M.D. in 1750, after which he went up to London, and it is said of his house in 
Queen's Square that it was crammed full of classical books, curious MSS., and 
rare editions ; the passages were full, and even the garrets overflowed, and yet 
the book appetite of Dr. Askew was not . satisfied. He died at Hampstead, 
Februaf)' 27th, 1774, aged 52. 

„ ^ ^ , This inn was situated at the head of Bran- 

George and Dragon Inn. , . „ , , . , • . 

thwaite Brow, and kept in 1761 by Joshua 

Craven, to whom the supporters of Mr. Lowther and Mr. Upton were offered to 

go to feast during the elections. I have by me a handbill of the sale of Gamett 

FoIdSp Skelsmergh, to take place on Friday, the 8th day of September, 1775, at 

the house of George Craven, innholder, at the sign of the " George and 

Dragon,** in the Market Place, in Kendal. His widow was landlady from 1813 

until 1821. She died in her 94th year, having been at the inn for upwards of 

54 years. St. George, the patron saint of England, is a very common sign. 
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BEFORE passing further along the North Road, it is necessary to cross 
the street, and follow up Entry Lane to the Fell Side. This steeply 
sloping ground is a perfect wilderness of steps, terraces, and lanes, and I would 
advise those who are short of time to avoid the temptation of taking a short 
cut through the network. 

. Perhaps the central feature of the whole is that 
All Hallows Chapel. 

beautiful chapel, which stands as • v ritable oasis 
on the south side of Syke Lane. It stands upon the site of the old workhouse, 
a builditig which is said at one time to have been Kendal's original Town 
Hall. It contained no m w k- i architectural feature, if we except a large 
circular projection at the back, which contained a ricketty Staircase, bnt on 
knocking off the accumulated coats of whitewash abov^ '>ne of the fireplaces, 
the initials and date " G. G. M., 1696," were discovered in stucco, though I 
fimcy the building must have been older than that. The late Alderman Fisher 
says that a photograph w\as taken of the building, but I can find no trace or 
remembrance of it anywhere. The foundation stone of the present chapel was 
laid on July 22nd, 1864, by the late Archdeacon Cooper, assisted by Mrs. 
Barnes, widow of the former vicar, and the Rev. John Scott. Both the chapel 
and the cottage were built by subscription, and were opened on Ash Wednes- 
day, 1866, by the Archdeacon. Christopher Gardnt r gave a new bell on the 
23rd day of March, which bears the inscription, " I. Taylor & Co., 1866," and 
William Henry Wakefield gave the organ, which was opened on the 15th of 
January, 1869. 

The old chaptl stood opposite to the " Black Swan Inn, ' in the All 
Halhnvs 1. inc. As ni.akt.il uii Speed's plan, it stood on tlie lower side of the 
field called Clia{H.'l C'loso, and it is supposed to have bcLii takiii down at some 
early period id uidi r l > w iden tlu; road. The late Alderman l-'isher possessed 
two paintings of this old building made befon^ it wa- taken dow n. Dr. Hum 
also mentions that a house once $tood here, bearing tlie arms of Roos ujjon it. 



/ 
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The Syke ^ stream called "The Syke," so named, I can only suppose, 
because the descendants of Hill Sykes and his dog made free use 
of it for washing away the stains of their night's work, used formerly to flow in 
an open channel 
down Syke Lane to 
the head of the King's 
Arms Yard, and 
thence to the Maude 
Meadow drain. But 
after the building of 
the chapel, the neigh- 
bourhood had per- 
force to trim itself up 
a bit, put on its best 
apparel and cover 
over this sweet- 
smelling savour. 

" Barraoks." 




On the opposite side ^ ^ 
of the lane stands -—^/f 
another building of ^ 
about the same 
ancient date as the 
Poor House. Lat- 
terly it has been 

altered out of all knowledge, but it still bears the name of the " Barracks," 
in which the overseer formerly had his office, and where the paupers are 
said to have had their weekly pittances doled out to them on the Sunday 
afternoon. 



The Sepulchre. 



Adjoining Chapel Close is an isolated cemetery' called 
" The Sepulchre," where some of the Society of Friends 
have been buried. Painted now on the locked-up door are the words : — 



FRIENDS' HUKIAL GROUND. 
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It seems from the following ghostly letter that in 1863 the graves were 
levelled down, and the slabs re-arranged : — 

*• A Sui'PLiCATioN FROM VB Sbfvlchrb.^To ye ancient friends now dwelling in 
Kendall. — Rcspcctcil Friends, — On ye afternoon of ye sixth day of ye month then reckoned 
ye third, but now I believe known ol mortals as ye fifth, and m ye year of saI%-ation, a 
thousand six hundred and seventy nine, it came to pass that a chosen and devoted but 
deipit«d feW| carried my poor remains for burial, in this welKcared for then, but now, long 
neglected spot of ];ronnd, which I fondly hoped, yea verily believtd was heaceibfth to become 
ye last 'house of my pilgrimage ' on earth. 

My friend Thomas Jackson, Mayor of the town, togcllicr with yc Aldermen and Bur- 
gesses, came in a body io tny obsequies, for grievously lamented, as had hctr\ yc withdrawal 
of so prominent a member as myself from ye ancient faith, iteverthelese they had not ceaaad 
to respect me« Conspicooos among ye aldermen, from his commanding presence and manly 
bearing stood that venerable and 'orthodox Christian* my * moat aoticnt* friend William Gay 
of Watercrook, and though bending benesth the weight of more than fourscore years, still 
of noble and majestic mien. 

When probationen here below, friend William and myself agreed to diflbr on irdigioos 
matters, but oftentimes now take sweet ooansel together during our noctivagant wanderings 
amongst ye familiar aoenes of our pilgrimage in yonr vate of tears. 

William's appearance to ye Churchwardens a few years by-past cannot have been for- 
gotten by you, after his bones had bccu ruthlessly expelled from ye Stccpie-house and cast 
into ye Quagmire behind ye Castle, and his unpretending but celebrated * braes * torn from 
its * customed site* During all those troubles it was I who was his gboetiy counsellor; and 
firicod William— grateful soul as he alway wa«F— in return, now standing at ray dboir cheers 
me on* 

Ever since ye above sixth day of ye fifth month, 1679, my bones have reposed in peace, 
if not altogether in quietness, for truly I mtiat aver that I have ofkentimes been disturbed by 
ye noisy tramp of youthful dancing feet over my bed, but a stont door and a good Ijck night 
any day have prevented this and so I thought lightly of it ; and it was not till soma yean 

agonc that, when yc stone which covered my ashes and on which were engraved my two 
simple initials *G. li.' wa!> broken and renioved to do duty as the door Step, that I felt moved 
to animadvertiae and be wroth withal, but I restrained myself. 

I held my tongue and spake nothing, I kept silence, yea even from ' bad * words, but it 
was pain and grief to me. 

On sixth day morning last, however, it came to pass that I was suddenly startled by an 
unusual movement in close propinquity to my * oarrow-house,' and was incoatioeoUy 
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exuacitated from my ilumbera by ye sound of ye maitock end spade in ye band of some rode 
mortal digging and delving at ye rooti of ye tree which had vegetated over my grave and ye 
giravea of those around me. 

I Raw that Ihcy were doomed — and 1 heard an order given to raze our little mounds to ye 
earth and convert this solemn sepulchre into a common kitchen garden ! 1 This was more 
than I could regorgitale — ye very stones * would cry out of ye wall and ye beam out of ye 
Umber would anawer it * if I spake not. 

Stay your hands therefore, dear friends, I beseech you, take ji^hosfly counsel I warn you, 
save ye remnant of my gravestone i implore you, preserve it I supplicate you, m memory of 
one who. aa much as in him lay« when a sojourner here below, both by wofd mouth and 
atioke of pen bore his humble * Testimony * to ye truth as held by ye people then scornfully 
called Quakers. Desecrate not ibis sacred spot I entreat you, let me and ye many defunct 
round me peacefully 'steep ye sleep that knows no wakcnini; till ye trumpet shall sound, and 
ye dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed,' needing no longer jre few 
feet of earth of which verily it striketh me we are begrudged. 

Stay your hands, otherwise, you may look for another visitation. Until then farewell. 

From yiur true friend. 
The shade of him who whibt on earth was called of msn bj ye name of 

GERVASB BENSON, J.P. 

Fronn ye Sepulchre on ye Felhide, at 1 2 of ye clock at Midnight on ye four and twentieth 
day of ye third month and in ye year 1863." 

„ „ ^ . ^ ^ „ ^ , This most successful Sunday School was com- 
Feil Side Sunday School. ... „ . » . . 

menced in the year 1833. At nrst both sexes 

were taught together, but in the year 1840 a separate girb* school was estab> 

lished. The present school-house was built in i85i» and four more class-rooms 

were added in i8s9* 

- mm *^ mm *m Situatctl Oil thc L^Hv Pell Sidc IS the curious old 
OvAiidy Hook HaU. 

building, which for many centuries has been known 
by the name of Grandy Nook. For a short time, however, it went by the 
name of the "Wool Pack Inn," bcinj; kept by a certain "Willie Whittle," 
probably a corruption of Wbitwell, and having 00 its sign the following 
doggrel ; — 

^ Ye droughty souls wl' drought beset) 
And good ale to slack it do lack, 

Oh come wi* your whistles to wet 

To old Willie Whittle's at t' Woo' Pack." 
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On the end gable wall is a stone tablet bearing the name Grandy Nook, 
and at the back there is a stone with the initials of Thomas and Katherine 

Saodes and the date 
^ 1659, being precisdy 
the same date as 
that on the coat of 
arms over the en* 
trance to Sandes 
HospitaL Then oo 
the fipont there is an 
oak panel bearing 
the initials and date 
F. 

T. X I., 
1669. 

but to whom these 
belong I cannot say. 

The building was re- 
stored in 1864 by 
John Fisher. There 
is a Graiuly Nook 
at Keswick and else- 
where in the district, 
evidently having some common meaning. 




Prtnt Mill. 



Till ic was fornu rly a print mill on the Fell Side, where (ieorge 



F»raithuaite used to print l)\ hand with brass rolkrs. uuulleii 
bed and window curtains, which had been previously d\ed elsewhere. The 
printing reseinl)kd a sort of water mark. The site was on the south of the 
next-propeit\ -btit-one to the *' Sykc. ' The uiill was discontinued at the 
beginning of this century. 



Batfmire HaU. 



In Ibi5 a deed was entered into between Henry Brad^w 



of the one part, and George Mason and Nicholas Wilson of 
the other part, for the conveyance <^ **all that piece or parcel of ground situate 
1) ing and being on the Ffell-side in Kirkby Kcndale whereupon Bagmire Hall 
formerly stood." 
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The inevitable public-house ab Knulcd here as elsewhere. There w as one 
at tlic fjot of Middle Lane, close t' 1 tlu- new church, called the " Gnrdctu is' 
Arms," kept by a charactrr, juliii Cjrahain, whose nickiuinie was " Duuiiiio." 
On the west side of Low Fell Side stood the ** Rule and S juare," which was 
kept at one time by old Mally Birkett, who in Fehtii itA'. i<S82, atlaitied the 
loist year of her age. The inn was mostly fietjueaied by weavers and old 
soldiers, many of whom, havinp fousfht in the Peninsular War or at tlic 
Crimen, would sit the fireside autl spin their yarns of what they had seen 
and done. Mr. John Watson savs that "from this neighbourhood scores of 
men responded to tiie recruiting parties, which in those days par.nied the 
streets with bands of music and streams of ribbons in search of youths to fight 
in the wars." An aneedott- told of one follow, bellicose to a degree, who, on 
hearing the rnilitarN' bands, dnne his foul through the nii>eralilv poor web he 
was weaving, shivered his loom to atoms, and rushed out shouting, " I's off ta 
feight auld iionny,'" and he went too. 

The old " Hyena Inn ** was peremptorily sold by auction in Augusts 1843, 
as " all that newly-erected inn known by the sign of the * H3'ena/ " On the Low 
Fell Side, nearly opposite to the King's Arms Yard, there once stood the 
famous " Black Cock," with all its sporting records in the old English pastime 
of cock fighting at the Whitsuntide '* mains." 
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StPieklandgate, eontinoed. 



Man* mads the town, and therefore fellowman 
May garner there, within its dneky yard* 
Of peiift*iip lilii. WhttM wabm 
Th« light of preeent being, while the vaei 
•Hm been' ankee again,— the being of the past.** 
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But to return to Stiicklandgate, I would notice the (luaint corner of 

no* S4. 

Jackson the saddler's shop. There seems to have been an external 
Staircase here leading to one of the open galleries above. 

w 1 1 w J After tb« pack horses were dispensed with for the transfer 

of woolf large heavy waggons took their place, and these 
being packed up to a great height necessitated the unusually wide and high 
entries that are so noticeable in this quarter. See illustration on page 286* 
And oh, what cumbersome waggons they were> revealing indeed a pitiful tale 
of the state of the main roads in those days. Each wheel was tyred with three 
iron bands placed side by side, giving a width of twelve to fifteen inches. 
Four strong-looking dray horses drew the convince, under the care of a 
driver clad in a blue linen kirtle which covered him from neck to foot, and 
like the shepherd's smock was wondrously wrought in ornamental needleworic 
with white thread on the breast. 

Bartholomew Noble tells us that the " Corpus Christi " was played 
in Kendal in 1604, but where this took place we do not know. 
These plays were suppressed in the beginning of the reign of James I. 

Thomas Ashburner built the first known play-house in the year 1758 on 
the premises that are now occupied by the Working Men's Institute. For a while 
histrionic art flourished in Kendal, so much so indeed that the management of 
the theatre in the Market Place, deeming their premises too small, sold them 
to the Wesleyans for a chapel, and built a new play-house up this Woolpack 
Yard in the year 1789. Here they seemed to flourish more than ever, and I 
have beside me a collection of handbills, which are most interesting, but too 
numerous to mention. The hall was beautified and repaired in September, 
1818, by Mr. Howard, the manager of the Theatre Royal, at Lancaster, and 
from henceforth it became known under the more dignified name of the 
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Theatre Royal, Kendal. So here the play continued until the influence of the 
Rev. Win. Whitelock and his celebrated poster was felt, when the love for the 
play decreased, and in 1823 the proprietors again were glad to sell their 
buihling, but this time to the Presbyterians. Two curious instances of the 
stage preparinfj the way for the church, or take it as you will, the good over- 
coming the evil. Fortunately I have a reprint of the poster above referred to, 
from which I extract the following: — 

THEATRK. 
The Great & Terrible Day of the Lord." 
By Command of the Kmf; of Kings. 
AT THE THKATRE OF THB L NIVERSB 
On the Eve uf Time, will be performed 
THE GREAT ASSIZE 
or the 
Day of Judgment. 



THB SCENERY 

which ii now actually preparing, will not only inrpasa aveiyihiog that haa yet been aeeot bat 

will infinitely exceed the utmost stretch of human conception. There will be a just Repre- 
sentation of All the Inhabitants of the World, in their various and proper Colours, and their 
Customs and Manners will be so exact and SO minutely delineated, that the most tecrei 
Thoughts will be discovered. 

THIS THEATRE WILL HK LAID OUT AFTER A NEW PLAN 

and will consist of a 
PIT AND GALLERY. 
The gallery is very spacious 9t the Pit without bottom. 
To prevent moonvenience there are aepaiato dooca 
ftc ftc Ac4ke. 

ACT I. 

Of this Cirand & Solemn Piece will be opened by 
AN ARCHANGEL WITH THE TRUMP OF GOD. 

ACT a. 

A PROCESSION OF SAINTS 

In White with Golden Harps, accompanied with 
shouts of joy & songs of praise. 

ACT 3. 

AN ASSEMBLAGE OF ALL THB UNRBOENERATE. 

To conclude with an address by 
THE SON OF MAN. 



Digitized by G'OOgle 



STRICKLANDGATE—THE WEST SIDE, jit 

The play, however, seems still to have held a certain amount of favour in 
the town, for I have amongst my coUectioTi of play bills, a dozen or more, con- 
cerning a theatre opened in 1824 in the k.^r(jwn Inn Yard, and again in 1826 
concerning "a neat little theatre " nprned in one of the rooms of the " Crown 
Inn," all of which are headed eitlier by "The desire of* or by "The per- 
mission of the Mayor." Following on in chronological order I have bills 
announcing plays to be held at the theatre at the bottom of tliK Old Shnmbles, 
which bear dates during the year 1828, and then at last we come t 1 ihc new 
theatre, wliich was opened by Thomas Simpson in Jimu, 1829, m connection 
with his " Sliak(;speare Inn." A stage which had hut an existence of only five 
years, although patronized by such artists as Kemble and Kean. 



_ ^ ^ . -.^ . The Presbyterian Church commenced, as has 

already been saidt in the Market Place Chapel, but 
as in subsequent years the congregation became more and more identified to 
the Unitarian creed, a few of the still faithful presented a petition in April, 
1763, to the Associate Presbytery of Edinburgh (who seceded from the Estab- 
lished Church of Scotland in 1733), *' praying that ministers might be sent 
from Scotland to preach the gospel in Kendal." The petitioners numbering 31. 
Their request being granted, a chapel was built on the Beast Banks, where 
^^on^ment House now is. and near to the monument which commemorates the 
Revolution ol 1688, where the burial ground may yet be seen, though closed in 
1865. To this church the Rev. James McQuhae was nrdained in 1764. 
McQuhae preached with great acceptability, and not a little success, for a 
period of eight years. He was a man far in advance of the age in liberality of 
sentiment, and refused to confine his ministry exclusively tn the sect with 
which he was connected. Accordingly, having attended and taken part in the 
ordination of a minister in some independent congregation, he rendered 
himself liable to the censure of the synod in Scotland. To this ordeal he 
refused to submit, and throwing off what appeared to him " a yoke of bondage** 
embraced the independent form of church government. Without informing 
the Presbytery, McQuhae announced to the people the next Sabbath morning 
that he had changed his views ; an elder, James Smith, thereupon rose and 
argued the question with him, but McQuhae proposed to end the discussion 
with prayer. To this Smith objected, because they were not in a fit frame of 
mind» but pnfoocd that a Psalm should be sung, which being done, the 
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congregation separated. Next day the worthy elder wended his way to the 
Presbytery in Scotland to lay the matter before them. Thus, in 1772, viith 
several of the members and a sum of £100, did McQuhae resign, and start the 
Low^her Street congregation. 

The second minister, Thomas Simpson, was ordained in 1774, but the 
inability of the people to pay his stipend led to his resignation in 1780. Soffier- 
ing from defection and death, with no increase of their numbsrs, the remnant 
were forced to sell the property in 1806, and wall off the sacred enclosare of the 
dead. At this crisis Abraham Williamson, of Keswick, visited Kendal, and 
hearing of their straits gave £tQO to the cause, with which the building was 
re-purchased, only to be re-sold again in 1812. See passage on page 83 under 
the heading of Monument House in reference to this. For th? next 12 years a 
minister occasionally came from Scotland, preached, baptized, and encouraged 
the formation of a new church. At first the people assembled in a large room 
at the "Crown Inn" (recently the lecture room of the Y.M.C.A.), the approach 
being by a flight of stone steps in the yard, but the drama having ceased to be 
patronized, the congregation opened the th«itre in the Wooipack Yard in the 
month of November, 1823, and worshipped there with the gaudy sceoeiy 
hanging around them. The reward to their foithful spirit, after this, soon came 
upon them. With kindly loans for £$^0 they purchased the property, and 
expended nearly an equal amount in fitting it up as a chapel to accommodate 
450 persons. At the close of the service on the first Sunday of the congregatkxi 
meeting here, some wag wrote the following over the front door 

If, reader, yuu have time to spare, 

Turn o'er St. Matthew** leaves, 
Yoii*ll find that once a hont« of prayer 

Became a dea of thievei. 

But now the times are altered quite. 

Oh, Refiirmation rare! 
Thiit modem den of thieves, io«night 

Became a house of prayer." 

To this ncwly-fnrtiUHl coii;^ie};;iti')n the Kev. Alex. Marshall was called in 
January, 1825, and ordained on the i jth of July. Marshall died in 1S2S, and 
the fourth minister, the Rev. Robert Wilson, was appointed, and ordaineJ in 
the December following, who greatly interested himself in a noble effort to pay 
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off the existing debts. After a ministry of four years Wilson left Kendal, and 
the Rev* H. Calderwood, an excdlent preacher, was appointed in his stead. 
He wa« ordained in 1S34, and during his pastorate the congregation flourished. 

At this time a schism amongst the Friends led many of them to join this 
church, who for a short period greatly strengthened the pastor's hands, until 
they left again to form the community known as the Plymouth Brethren. 
Calderwood then resigned the charge to become a missionary to South Africa 
under the London Missionary Society. The church was now two years without 
a pastor, until the Rev. John Guthrie was appointed, and ordained in Febru iry, 
1840. Shortly after this the controversy regarding the extent of the Atone- 
ment and kindred subjects began to agitate the Secession Church. Guthrie 
along with Morrison warmly supported the " new views," and causing much 
dissatisfaction by them to the church here, he was removed by the Synod in 
1843. and with hitn 100 out of the 130 members of the congregation left, for 
whom Zion Chapel was built. 

It was at this renewed crisis that Mr. Inglis came from Perth, preached 
the go^l, and encouraged the people to perssvere. He was ordained to this 
church in August, 1845, where he remained for nearly 13 years, resigning in 
January, 1858. 

The Sunday School was commenced in 182O under the auspices of the 
Rev. Robert Wilson. 

Woolpaok Inn "^^^ ** ^**°^P**^'' Inn," with what have once been capita) 

rooms within and large stabling in the rear, is one of the 
very ancient hostelries of the town. It was arranged probably not so much for 
travellers as for commerce, and, as its name implies, was the great centre for 
the carriers who brought traffic to Kendal by pack horses, carts and waggons. 
It is likely that the premises were rebuilt in 1781, as a spout head bears that 
date. 

- , _ to this cummci'cial ci iitic ThfMiias Saiuli s, tlie 

Blephant Inn. , 

wi-althv iucrchant, lived, will ) l)iiilt i>n- lumsolt m if'^'j his 
gallery-fronicd '" House of Manufacture," scht.»olru<)in ainl libr.ir\ 011 the site ot 
what i< now the " Kle[)hant Inn," having his warchuase for Keiulal cottons 
behind. The old building wastakeu down, and the pre5;ent " Elephant Inn " 
bnjit about 1S20, with a si^n depicting a huge painted elephant. 
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In a cottage at the rear is still to be seen an oak screen with a carved 

frieie, bearing the letters S 1651, for Thomas and Catherine Sandes, aad 

T. K. 

the room divided off by this screen from the lobby is also oak panelled and 
carved with other dates and devices, which are. unhappily buried beneath a 
cheap cottage paper. 

In 181 1, the Court of Conscience was held at Brother Speight's, the 
Elephant Inn. " Koh< rt Speight was a Sergeant at Mace to the Corporation 
of the Borough for twenty years. 




Datfy Conveyance between Kendal ^ Pemith* 



BETTY WALKER 

D ETURNS dttaka to \m Frindi and the^wblk, for the amy Favowi ilnwij conferrrd, aod hope* 
for anaodMIOMrfl a cwiiiaiancc IheraoT. She bcft leave to inform them thai her Wagfont Inve I N^mw 
■Mf7 Moeaiay , aaiaritv««t Keadal the MMeEveoiiif i aad a Wagvon leavaa Raada4 every Moniia(, which amrci 
«t Penrith the tame Bveaiim t ftwmeMh alaca eoodi aw ftmai Jai l hr aamilar Oawiew touwadjacw Caf»liy.M< 

•n Para of the North udl«wh. . - 

Oeodt iDieodrd for their Coiivmaca pqr ba Mftni 

JOHN HARORF.AVis, Wllte Howe. Cripple <H», LcMaii. 

JOHN I.ING, Birmingham. 
Mr. HUM". i.bd£i id^ 

JOHN HARGR£AVES, Maoch«*:cr, Rothdale, HitliMdale. flyCT ,Ltmpao l , Fn«M«a«A LaaOMV. 

lOHN SIMPSON, Wade Lane, LectU. 

UNION COMPANY WHARF, Lhwpoel. by Canal. 

JOHN HAROR£A VES. Ob m ow, Mabwgli; Hmwick, LapghalM, Imi CarMe. 

-J. BAXTER. Duwfpfi. 

_ The Proprietor will not be »L-couQi»ble for rnorc than f irt Poundi for iny Box, Package, or Pircel, of any d>K np» 
lion if under the weight of Twcaty-eitht Pound*, nor more than after the rate of Twenty Pouadt per Cwt.for aay 
pactugr of grntrr we i ght . iinli anwd «f hifhar ^alw^ an* aa laawwaa paM ihawwi. at ftetimt<C delieary. 
KcDdai. March I, ISIS. 



Although it is not my purpose to deal in this book with the great 
manu&ctures for which the town became faunons, yet I can scarcely pass bjr 
thb largest of all the warehouses without a word concerning the Kendal 
cottons or coatings as they were styled» but which were in reality woollens dyed 
in green. Shakespeare (1598) alludes to them in his Heniy IV., where he 
makes Falstaff say : " But as the devil would have it, three misbegotten knaves, 
In Kendal green came at my back and let drive at me.*' Camden (Z55Z— ifej) 
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writes : " Kendate or otherwise as I wene Kirkby Kendale, is a place famed for 
excellent cloathing, and for its remarkable industry. The inhabitants carry 
forward an extensive trade for woolen goods, known tn all parts of England." 
And Speed (1614) says: "This towne is of great trade and resort, and for the 
diligent and industrious practfce of making cloath, so excels the rest, that in 
regard thereof it caryeth a supereminent name above them and hath great 
vent and trafficke for her woolen eloaths, through all the parts of England." 
Two hundred years later, John Honsman in his Guide to the Lakes (1802) says 
that There are now 12 houses in the Kendal cotton trade which together 
make about i,2oo pieces weekly, each piece containing about 24 pounds of 
wooL Here are also eight principal linsey manufacturers." 

The goods were formerly carried periodically on pack horse, by the makers 
themselves, or were sent to London to be vended by the warehousemen among 
their customers, who visited the metropolis from different parts of the kingdom. 
Cornelius Nicholson says : " After the rise of the British Colonies in North 
America and the West Indies, the greater part of the Kendal cottons were sold 
to the merchants trading to those countries for the clothing of the negroes and 
poorer planters. As the colonies increased, and slaves multiplied, the demand 
for Kendal manufactures continued to incr^se till the intervention of the 
American War caused a total suspension of the export trade. Upon the 
cessation of hostilities it again revived, but our manufacturers not being able 
to keep pace with the improvements in machinery with those of Yorkshire, 
the latter interfered, and were gradually gaining advantage of Kendal, till 
the increase of American duties put a stop to the exportation. In process of 
time the change of fashion demanded a more elegant fabric of wearing apparel, 
and the celebrated ' Kendal cottons ' were degraded to the use of horse checks, 
flour-cloths, dusters, mops, &c. Linseys, which, for a number of years, were 
collateral with the cottons, after the decline of the latter, grew to be the staple 
manufacture of the place. This article was '^cnt to Holland and Germany, 
excepting a finer sort which was made, and continues to be made, for home 
consumption." 

" The hosiers used regularly to attend the markets of all the towns, ciud 
at stated times all the villages and hamlets within twenty miles of the 
circumjacent country, to give out worsted and take jn the stockings which 
had been knit during the interval betwixt each visit." 
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In 1801 the average quantity of stockings made for the Kendal maiket, 
weekly, was in Ravenstonedale 1,000 pairs, Sedbergh and Dent 840 pairs, and 
in Orton 560 pairs. 

_ . Adjoining was the "Green Dragon Inn** and Miles 
liancftster Bank. » » ^ 

Baldwin, the saddler's shop beyond, both of which were 

old nak-galleried houses of quaint architecture. Behind there was also a wdl- 
patronized bowling green, and Alderman David Jackson's warehouse and rope- 
walk. In 1799, John Wakefield, the son of the founder of the WakefiekTs 
Bank, purchased the block whereon he built a new residence, and to it he 
removed the bank from its primitive quarters next Stricklandgate House. 
John Wakefield died in 181 1, but the bank was carried on here until the 
amalgamation with the Maude Wilson and Crewdson Bank in 1840 under the 
style of " The Kendal Bank.** See page 37. Subsequently the property was 
disposed of by W. H. Wakefield, and has now become the property of the 
Lancaster Banking Company, who opened their branch here on November the 
3rd, 1864. 




Paek Horse Iim. 

Further north we come to 
what was once a mass of 
cottage property, but now 
a well-built house, formerly 
called Hrownsword House, 
being doubtless the resi- 
dence of the family of that 
name, one of whom was 
Mayor in 1694, and an- 
other Vicar of Kendal from 
165b to 1672. 

On the accession of 
James I. to the throne, 
whilst passing from Edin- 
burgh to London, in 
August, 1617, he k>dged a 
night or two here, and 
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knighted three of his suite on the occasion, \ \z. : Henry MiMiiiay and George 
Spencer, both sewurs to His Majesty, and IVaiicis Kni^htltw cup bearer, 
bcc:iuse, it is said, he ccnild not find any of the local inlialiitants flattering 
enough in their welcome, to receive the honour he hud intended to bestow. 




In old deeds, dating 17J9, and in Pennington's table of iSoi and l"a\lor's 
of 1823, this house is said to have l)een used as a " worklioiisc for tlie poor"* 
from 1725-1768. It th( n became the pn)[>ert\- of H( njaniin Hurd, and was 
used by him as a woollen manufactory. After 1803, the Hurds turned the front 
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portion of the hctory into i 
puUic-honse* which became 
familierly known as "Bca 
Hord*s,'* and then as the 
"Pack Hone.** donbtless by 
reason of its being cooneetedl 
with the nnmerons pack hones 
conveying the merdiandise of 
cftrly KendaL The sign repre> 
sented a hone with its packs, 
fiurly adjusted, ready for a 
joumqr. The inn, however, 
was finally disused as such ia 
1853. when it became the 
property of the late W. H. 
Wakefield. 

Cornelius Nicholson gives the 
following table of pack horses 
that plied to and from Kendal, 
weekly, as follows, with their 
** hotts," or panniers, laden 
with local manufiActure, and a 
musical ring of bells around the neck of the leading horse : — 



One gang of pack-horses to and rrom Kendal every week, of aboat » M 

One fjanc^ from Wigan weekly, about .... — - 18 

One gang Irom Whitehaven, over Hard Knot and Wrynose, about _ — 20 

Fnmi Cockermoath weekly, about — •» IS 

Two gangs from Barnard Castle, about .™ ~ S6 

Two gangs from Penrith twice a week, about 15 each, making ^ JO 

One gang from Settle twice a week, about t) each, making ^ — 30 

Prom York weekly, about ^ ^ ^ m 

From Ulvcrston, about ^ ^ .,.5 

Frora Hawkshead twice a week, about 6, making ..IS 

Prom Appleby twice a week, about ^ mm. ^ it 

From Cartmel twice a ivedc, about mm. mm mm. i 

From Lancaster, two waRgons, equal to about mm. — 64 

Carriages, three or four times a week, to and from Milnthorpe, computed at 40 

From Sedbcrgb, Kirkby Lonedale, Orton, Dent, ftc^ about mm. . eo 

Total mm — 354 

Peoidee a^ ovei^ eis wceitt firon Olatfow. 
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Generally four gangs were on the London road, two travelling through 
Lancashire, and two through Yorkshire. One set was every week in London, 
one in Kendal, and the other two on their road. The same horses went 
through the whole journev, and the number of each set was generally from 
fifteen to twenty. They were ten days in going, and the same in returning 
exclusive of one Sunday each way. Beside carrying packs, some of them 
occasionally carried passengers, and many a northern yeoman has accom- 
panied the driver on foot to see London, and returned home again with the aid 
of an occasional lift. The owners in loading up reckoned a young lady as 
acquivalent to half a pack. 




ME AND MY WlFU AND DAVGHTEK. 



Twd M Adjoining this is " Wade's Yard " or Hutchinson Place. It was 
built by Mr. John Wade, card maker, and Mayor of Kendal in 
1742-3, and remained in his family about 100 years. He bought the premises 
November 1722, of John Cookson for £So, and from his diary I glean that 
he " laid out in re-building, cVc, £297 12s. 6d., besides all malt (the treating 
of the workmen), and many more things, which I forgoot to poot down." He 
died in 1766, aged 76 years, having been twice married. 
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At this yard end is a pair of strong oak door cheeks, which within living 
memory had a pair of large oak doors, which were regularly bolted at an early 
hour of the evening. And this was doubtless the practice in many of the yards 
in these good old primitive days. 

I have a handbill dated 
1 6 1 h September, 1823, 
announcing that the 
" Editor of the Kendal 
Chronicle, Tyras Redhead, 
respectfully informs the 
public that youths are edu- 
cated at his school in Mr. 
Fishers's Yard, Strick- 
landgate, in all the useful 
branches of learning. Par- 
ticular attention is paid 
towards their acquiring a 
correct knowledge of the 
English language, a sci- 
ence too much neglected 
and too little understood ; 
nor can this be looked for, 
as in many instances the 
teachers themselves are 
totally ignorant of the 
idiom and grammatical 
principles of the language, 
commencing to teach 




Yard 84. 

without any requisite qualification and fulfilling the adage of Dr. Syntax." 



" And when a man's the scourge of heaven. 
To teach a school he's always driven." 

Here the universally- respected archaeologist, the late Alderman John 
Fisher, was born, and his father and grandfather before him. The 
house was built by a family of the name of Dodgson, wholesale grocers, about 
the year 1710, and purchased by Alderman Fisher's father, William, in 1806. 
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Within is an oaken room and mantelpiece, which was John F-'isher's ** Old 
Curiosity Shop," where he kept his pictures, books, files of ancient papers, 
bric-a-brac, coins and 
tokens. In the cosy 
corner he would smoke 
and laugh in his own 
pleasant way, and look- 
ing up from his book 
and big magnifying 
glass, would tell of his 
love for Kendal, her 
history, and all that be- 
longed to her past, over 
which he loved to dwell 
with a great heart's 
affection. On a carved 
panel of this chimney- 
piece there used to be 
the date and initials — 
D. 
L A., 
Z710. 

but the pane] was taken 
away in 1848. 




The museum stands 
up<m the site of some 
old properties, where a 
&inily of the name of 
Rutson (shearman 
dyers) had their residence and business premises. One of them, Robert 
Rutson, was mayor in 1751-52, and his son, William, in X772-3. 

Joseph Maude, whose family originally came from Sunderland, built this 
bouse as a residence for himself about 1776. The mantelpiece and grate in 
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the Museum libraiy, and in the old drawing-room immediately over, are 
particularly worthy of careful inspection, and the cornices and front door were 
thought very wonderful productions at that time. Here he livcsd till his deaA 
in 1803, Thomas Holme Maude, his son, who was mayor in 1799 — 1800, and 
again in 1813-14, also resided here many years. 

After another short occupancy it was leased in 1S54 years to the 

Kendal Literary and Scicntihc Society, at a rental of £45, with option to 
renew for another 21 years, at a rental of £^0. This Society was instituted in 
the year 1835, and numbered amongst its hrst hon, subscribers, Lord Brougham, 
Wordsworth, Southey,then Poet Laureate, Professor John Wilson, Dr. Birkbeck, 
Dr. Dalton, Professor Sedgwick, and many other honoured names. Their first 
meeting rooms were in New Street, in the house that had been temporarily 
occupied as the Hank of Westmorland. Outgrowing that accommodation, 
they removed to the old Roman Catholic Chapel (contiguous to the existing 
chapel), where the new Kendal Museum was opened in March, ibjb. Stiil 
increasing and prospering, they procured plans from Messrs. Bowman and 
Crowther for an elaborate Gothic slructuie, which they proposed to erect on 
Miller Field. The scheme, however, was abandoned in consequence of this 
house becoming eligible, and to which they removed in 1854. 

The '* Kendal Library," formerly an independent establishment in New 
Street, founded on November 5th, 1794, immediatdy became ama^unated to 
the Museum. The Kendal Savings Bank, which also had its quarters here for 
a long time, was established in 1815, and at its discontinuance in 1896 the 
directors purchased the property out of its surplus monies, and gave it to the 
Literary and Scientific Society. 



further to the north, there was until the year 1856 another house of refresh- 
ment, known as the " Greyhound Frigate Inn/' 



it was that Hartley, in the year 1841, practically illustrated the Com Laws by 
placing two loaves in his window, to each of which was affixed a label. On 
one was written " Taxed loaf price 6d." 



No*. 96 and 118. 



Where there is now a fruiterer's shop, there used to be 
a beerhouse under the sign of "The Fish and still 



Vo. 114. 



The well-remembered bakerj- adjoining was established about tiie 
year 1830, and was sold by John Willan in September, 1833. Here 
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" Sad contrast you see, 
This is not duty free ; 
If you want to enlarge it, 
See that Corn Laws don't charge it." 

On the other, which was nearly twice the size, was written " Untaxed loaf 
price 6d." 

*' To the Corn Law Repealer, 
And fair trading Healer; 
If the duty were off. 
Mere's a sixpenny loaf." 

The substantial building now occupying the corner of Maude's 

No. lis. 

Street was rebuilt about 1787 by Thomas Gandy, shearman dyer, 
and Mayor 1784-5. Until recently there was an entry upon the south side, 




The Bikthplacr ok Rev. Dr. Shaw. (I^mnlished 1S9;.) 



which in former days was divided into two. That on the south was known as 
Nfiislin Shop Yard, by reason of a muslin manufactory' being established in 
some buildings behind in the year 1802. However, it was not successful, and 
only had but a short existence. The factory was taken down in 1839, when 
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the two yards were thrown into one spacious entiy, which has since been bailt 
over by the improvements made to this house. 



„ This street, which was opened out in the year 1807, 

Maude Street. . . j 

the demolition of an old-&8hioned gabled house, where 

Dr. Shaw, D.D., the &moas orientalist, was bom in 1693. At the time that 

Thomas Gandy built his house next door some dispute arose as to the '* land* 

mark/' and Gabriel Shaw, a shearman dyer, and descendant of the doctor, 

in order to protect his rights against encroachment, placed a stone on the 

Iront of his property at the extreme south containing his own and bis wife's 

initials : — 

S. G. M. lut tuam tueri Urn est sed ne ultnu 1790. 

Intending to say, " It is lawfnl to protect thy own property but not to go 
beyond.** This inscription peeled off about 1853, and fell into the street. 

Gabriel was a good pedestrian* as we find firom the Carlisle papas of 1801, 
that on June 30th, at the age of 63, he walked from Kendal to Whitehaven, 
arriving there at three p.m., did his business, and the next morning walked 
back again, ntme the wrorse for the expedition. He was huntsman to the then 
squire of Dallam Tower, and was killed September, i8t6. 

Yard 143. There is a picturesque corner, well worth a visit, down this yard. 

mi. . n , The Maude's Meadow drain, as it is now called, was 

The Dyer's Beok. , . , , , . . . . 

then a portion of the dyer's beck. At the Muniapal 

Elections of October, 1863, votes are solicited for Busher, the advocate of the 

drainage of Maude's Meadow. But this long vexatious question was not 

finally disposed of till August, 1864, when John Whitwell dug the first sod for 

the drain in Busher's Close, near to its outfoll into the river. The beck, 

covered over about the year 1820, used formerly to be open on the west side of 

the street, and steps laid down to it from the pavement whereat the dyers used 

to wash their cottons. 

i^assiiiE^ along a mass of cottage property and the Jack Shop Yard, we come to 
the fine range of buildings which were formerly used as the w(x)llen manufactory 
of John Wakefield and Sons. Near the entry to the dwelling-house was the 
primitive office of the bank, which they established on January ist, 1788. The 
court-yard was open to the dwelling-house and manufactory, and the dyer's 
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beck, which ran open across the street, was used, as 1 have said, to wash the 
yarn. The woollen business was continued by Jacob WakeHcld until the year 
1815. After his death on the jrd of October, 1844, several great improvements 
and additions were made, and the old bank chamber was taken down in the 
year 1864. 

Mr. Wakefield being interested in the beer trade, opened an inn next door 
which was known as the Black o* Moor** or "LAbour in Vain*' pubtic>house ; 
upon its sign was depicted a white man scrubbing a negro, hence the part title, 
*' Labour in Vain.** The site of this inn is now occupied by the drawing room 
of Lioduni Holme. 

"ffhoillMr GhnMlh rapid growth of the town, between the years 

1820 and 1835, necessitated increased church 
accommodation in this locahty, to supply which this church, dedicated to St. 
Thomas, was built in the " Fell Field," at a cost of about ;^3,ooo, and with 
accommodation for 850 people. The foundation stone was laid August 4th, 
1835, and the building was consecrated on July 5th, 1837. 

The tower rises to a height of 95 feet, and on the nth August, 1862, the 
old town clock (the gift of the Corporation) was placed within it. Over the 
chancel arch is the old painting of the King's Arms, which formerly hung on 
the chancel beam of the Parish Church until the restoration of 1850. Many 
improvements were effected and the church was reseated in 1867, and in the 
year 1897 the walls of the chancel were covered with mural decoration. 

Vicars. 

W. P. HUTTOM, ... July, 1837, to January, 1840. 

John Antes Latrobb, M.A., February, 1840, to July 1865. 

Hod. Canon of Carlisle. A member of a distinguinhed Moravian family. 
Aathorof "The Solace of Song," " Sacred Lays and Lyrics," and other 
poems. He resigned the incumbency through ill health, when he 
returned to Gloucestershire. The pulpit in the church was erected to 
his memory. 

Hbnry Johm Monsarrat, July» 1865. 

B.A. and Divinity Testimonial 1855. Deacon and Priest 1856, M.A. i860. 
Formerly senior curate of Fmriah Charcb of Cbelteaharo, i86i<i865* 
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The Parsonage was erected in 1854. And the beautiful row of btech trees 
abo%'e Maude's Meadow were planted by William ^f <lc;llf between the years 
1795 and i799> when he was acting as land agent to John Wakeheld. 

at. Thomas' School Sunday School was first held in the buUding 

still called "The Factory," situated on the Fell above 
the Workhouse, on Sunday, August 2nd, 1833, under the superintendence of 
John Gandy. It continued to meet there until the furesent school premises 
were built in 1841. In Januar>', 183S, an adult school was begun under the 
care of J. C. Braithwaite, '* for scholars who feel themselves too old to be 
associated with boys in the schools." A most successful and inspiriting class, 
which became amalgamated with the school upon their entering into the 
permanrat building. 

„ This pleasantly-situated terrace of houses was built in the 

Jk Olif U IC lolls • 

year 1831. 

_ , The Prison stands on tlie site of an ancient House of Correction, 

PviMn* 

which, in 1776, is thus minutely described in the " State of Prisons." 
published about that time, by Howard, the philanthropist. " Only one n.iom 
for men and women, 18 feet by ij feet, with one window about two feet square, 
no chimney, no court, no water, no sewer. The keeper has a garden, with 
a salary of £f) los. od. a year, no fees. The town prisoners are allowed ax- 
pence a day, the country prisoners fourpcnce." 

In a bill presented for payment to " Benj. Browne the High Conble of 
Kendall Ward ye sand of Aprill, 1720," there are a number of items such as— 
" Laid out by me miles Atkinson as under for Repairing of > e House of Correcon, 
December i8th, 1717. For 13 threave <^ Straw att 3d., 3s. 3d. ; 400 ^llks 
att 4d., IS. 4d. ; Thatcher and Server a days 38., = 7s. 7d.** Another item is— 
" Mardi 25th, 1719, paid for Repairing the Stocks which were broken up by a 
madman, as.'* 

"Att a meeting of the Mayor and Aldermen in the Moot Hall, this igth day 
of April, Anno Dni. 1720, it is ordered that Mr. Aklerman Dawfon be desired 
to take workmen along with him and view and inii>ect His Maj***** Prifon or 
Gaol within the said Burgh, and report to this Court what will be necef^ to 
be done at the said Gaol in order to make it sufficient, and what the same wiB 
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cost. Itt is also Ordered that the Con**'*' of the said Burgh shall with all 
convenient speed Buy a pair of ffettcrs for the better securing of ffellows which 
shall hereafter be sent to His Maj*>*'* Gaol within ye said Burgh, and to bring 
ye Charges thereof in their Acoo**." 

" Att a meeting of the Mayor and Aldermen held for taking into Confidera* 
tion ye weakn^se of the gaole of this burgh comonly caUed ye Court loft & ye 
impofiability of making it fufficient to detain prifonersin clofe & safe custody 
& that therefore it is nectary to have a ftrong gaole as foon as money can be 
raifed or detained for that purpofe, doth therefcMie ft and for the indempnity of 
ye former the prefent & the future mayors of this burgh declare grant ft agree 
that the deieiice of all & evry action or actions (hall or may hereafter be 
brought ag* them or any of them for ye efcape of any def^ or def* in any fuit or 
fuits formerly or now depending or w** may hereafter be depending in the 
Court of Record of the hid burgh fhall be defrayed out of ye publick revenues 
of the Corporation to vnt untill ftich new ftrong gaole fhall be provided/* 

On January 2Srd, 1776, there were two men and one woman imprisoned, 
and it would seem that in March one of the men managed to get off: — Broke 
out of the Gaol, John Buchannan, ^uu John Macdonald, who pretends himself 
to be a smuggler, by birth Scotchman, aged 32 years, and wears his own black 
hair, &c., ftc." On September i8th, there was only one, a deserter; again 
three years later, on May iith, 1779, when Howard visited a second time there 
were no prisoners at all, which seems a fortunate thing, for the one room 
comprised the whole building, that served to accommodate the keeper, his 
fiunily, and the prisoners, who all lived together. A cheerful home indeed, 
with its two foot window 1 With the low thatched roof it must also have been 
a trifle insecure. Over the door was a stone, inscribed with the following 
distich: — 

** If people woulde be goode and live in feare 
The justices woulde oever send them here." 

The present prison was erected in 1785-6 and nearly re-built again in 1817, 
and the inspector's office and work rooms were added in 2829. Mrs. Fry and 
her daughter visited the house in S^tember, 1818, and expressed her satis- 
faction at these improvements, but " regretted the want of instruction for the 
prisoners.*' In Z894 it was closed as a civil prison, but has since been used 
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by the military authorities. It occupies an area of 2,000 square yards, fenced 
by a thick wall, in some places 42 feet high. 

In primitive timesi when Miles Hayton <or " Miley Hon^ **) was keeper, 
he used to take the prisoners for an airing, and allow them to play football 
on the Tenter Fell, but when it was time to return he used to say — ** Noo, 
lads, you mtin follow me, or if ye don*t. Tit lock ye out 1 ** Another story is 
told of this simple governor, that, having to convey a female prisoner to 
London, upon alighting from the coach at their journ<^*s end, the prisoner 
contrived to give him the slip, whereupon he lan about the London streets, 
crying — " Hev you seen ought of Mall Ward fra Kendal wi* a Unsey-wooisejr 
petticoat and poor-house hedgoon on.** 

Here is the ofhcial police notice, extracted from the NiwcasUc C(mrant for 
June iith, 1791 : — 

GENERAL HUB AND CRY 
FftOM THE PoucB Posuc Opvics. Bow Strbbt, LanniN. 

ESCAPED. 

From the Swan Tap-room, in Lad Lane, about four o'clock on Saturday afternoon, 
Mary Ward, convicted at the General Quarter Sessions, at Kendal, \Vc!>tinor- 
land, in December, 1789, and ordei«d for transportation. Whoever will appre* 
bcDd mnd secure tb« Mid Mary Ward, in any of Hit Maj«tty*t Gaols, shall 
receive a reward of tliree guineas from Miua Hatton, keeper of tlie Hoose of 
Correction at Kendal, afbrasaid. The said Mary Ward was bom in Westmor- 
land, is 50 years of age, about five feet high, lusty made, darkish complexion, 
black hitir. full face, had on a brown linen gown and a black bonnet, an old 
drab-colourcd cloth cloak, and a pair of handcuffs fastened to her wrists wbeo 
she escaped. 

It was, however, to no purpose, for it is ssid that Mall got dear off, and 
was seen selling apples in London long afterwards. 

Preserved in the Museum is a brank or scold's bridle, which came from 
our prison. The instrument may be described simply as an iron framework 
which was placed on the head, enclosing it in a kind of cage. It hinged on 
either side {¥) and at the top (ci and was fastened at the back (k.) in front, 
an opening (b) was left to admit the nose of the woman whose misfortune it 
was to wear it. And below la plate of iron (a), which either sharpened or 
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covered with spikes, was so situated as to be placed in the mouth. This coald 
not fiul to pui the tongue and effectually silence the noisiest brawler, for if she 
attempted to move her tongue in any way whatever, it was certain to be 




The Urank. 




shockingly injured. On the left side was a chain (d) by which the victim was 
led or attached to a post or wall as required. I can find no mention of the 
last time that this revdting instrument was used, but generally throughout the 
country it ceased to be used about the year 1824. 



* A prison ia a house of care, 
A place where none ran thrive, 

A touchstone true to try a friend, 
A grave for men alive. 



Sometimea a place of right, 
Sometimee a place of wrong, 
Sometimes a place for jades and thievea. 
And honest men among." 



Hoaae of Correction HilL 



At one time the inhabitants of these houses 
disdaining the appellation of the House of 
Correction Hill» gave to the row the more cheerfiil name of Belle Hill. On 
the west side was formarly the "Brown Cow Inn.** We find in 1737 an estate 
advertised to be sold at the house oi John Hudson, at the sign of the *' Kown 
Cow.'* Shaw's Brow, built upon vacant ground in 18x9, was named after 
Thomas Shaw the builder, at the top ctf which was for a time a public'houae 
bearing the name of *« The House of Lords." 
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It is little realiied by those who teavene along the busy Market 
Place apon what an elevated ground it stands, and what a beautiful 
landscape of the Kent vall^ is seen from many of its upper windows. But 
harder still is it to realize that these houses in days of yore were the residences 
of the leading gentry. In front of the chemist's shop, at the corner of Cheap- 
side, may be seen the arms of Richard Crowle, viz.. Sable, a chevron between 
three mascles Or, two and one. This Crowle was Recorder of Kendal fipom 
1752-1757. The family originally came from Hull, and resided some time at 
Cunswick Hall. Here stood, together with the adjoining houses to the nor^ 
the last of those interesting memorials of a bygone age, the wooden^framed 
galleried-houses, with their massive vertical and transverse oaken beams rudely 
sett vpp," and firmly bound together by oak pegs or trennels. 

Cornelius 
Nicholson sa)^ 
that before the 
days of the 
umbrella, these 
galleried houses 
were so com. 
mon in Kendal 
that you could 
walk dryshod, 
under the cover 
of them, from 
the Newbiggin 
to this Strick- 
landgate end. 
Good old Ken- 
dal truly may 
be oomidered 
one of the 
dampest spots 




Jonas HANWAV^lhe flm 



m to carry an 
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in Christendom, but at least it must be acknowledged that she has done her best 
to protect the passer by, as for as possibly from the rain. Where is there such 
another town with so many covered entries on either side of the public way. 
Caught in a sodden shower, one has but twenty paces or so to run at the most, 
before a firiendly shelter can be met with, and who is there amongst us that has 
not oftimes had cause to bless these quaint old yard ends ? 

At the bL't^'inning of the XIX"' century a firm of Waite and J ickson carried 
on here a lar{<e drapery establishment, and in the year 1818 I lind that James 
Noble occnpied this bnildinf,' as his surgery. In 1822 the premises were 
re-built altoj^'ether, when the galleries were superseded by tii<' presi nt limestone 
front. William Tindall had a chemist's shop here about 1848, until his death 
in 1852, when a firm of Armistcad and Shepherd followed. They were 
succeeded by Matthew Burton, who caused the doorway to be removed to the 
corner of the building. It is said, but upon what authority I cannot say. that 
Burton christened the side lane " Cheapside," as an indication of the very low 
profits that he in his shop was prepared to make. 




No* IS. Yabo S3. No. }i. 

Upon the site of this building then used to be, until taken down in 
1822, some quaint okl diops, as iUurtiated heie. 
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The first was *'Pot Wilson's** china diop, where an extensive earthenware 
establishment was carried on for a long succession of years by William Wilson. 
He also occupied the adjoining premises on the left as bis dwelling>house, one 
of the front rooms of which he appropriated to a display of the glass and china 
department of his business. This picturesque-looking gallery, as well as the 
whole building, had remained intact since the period of its original formation, 
and was of the double or two-storied character, the lower story of the gallery 
being ascended by the usual flight of stone stairs, and the upper by a wooden 
stepladder. None of the windows to the front were glazed, but were provided 
with clumsy-flapping shutters, which divided horizontally in the centre, 
cunnin^y ** contrived a double debt to pay,'* at night answering the ordinaiy 
purpose, but during the day the higher half being lifted up Inwards, the lower 
half fiiUing down outwards, served as a bench or shelf for the display of the 
commodities kept within. 

Wilson was preceded in the occupancy by Johnny Taylor and his dame 
Jinny, who tenanted the same for many years ; Johnny following the calling 
of a chair-maker and wood-turner, and his wife pursuing that of dealer in 
baskets and swiUs. i his brace of worthies have each of them acquired a 
certain share of local celebrity, the former being stiil remembered in Kendal 
by the proverbial saying — " Try it out, said Johnny Taylor," and the latter is 
the often-quoted lady who used to boast of her abstemiousness in " going to 
bed suppcrlcss every night of her life," taking in place of that meal, as she M'as 
wont to say, " nobbut a bit o' bread and cheese and a quart o' yal ! " 

When the old pot shop was being taken down a fine sis^nce the rdgn 
of Queen Elisabeth was found, bearing date 1566, it had most probably been 
lost by some early occupier, and I should not be surprised if it pointed to the 
£act that this ancient timber building was of a date anterior to this reign. 



Tyson kept a draper's shop below, and her g^od man, John, kept a cobbler's 
shop above. The building was taken down in the year 1S33, and the bay 
window here depicted stiil does duty in a shop in Braothwaite Brow. 



Mo. 85. 



It will be seen by the illustration that Richmond's shop once bore a 

resemblance to the old Moot Hall. Here in former days Betty 



WhlU Hone Inn. 



The next building was for a long time the "White 
Horse Inn.*' We find it advertised for sale by the 
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Executors of the late Adam Walker, on March 2nd, 1821, as a "commodious 
and well-acciistomed inn," with a " good brew house, f^ranary, and excellent 
stabling for horses, with other outbuildint;s, now in the occupation of John 
Walker as tenant." In 1832 William Wilson was the tenant, and in November. 
1854, when in the occupation of John Kelly, all the domestic effects, brewinj* 
vessels and innkeeper's stock-in-trade, &c., were sold up. The Philharmonic 
Society held its meetings here. 

I have before me an interesting borough notice signed by John and Robert 
Harrison, Mayors, and dated November ist, 1820, regulating the cloth and 
liistian dealers and other chapmen for placing their stalls during the quarterly 
fairs. It seems that like the present market stalls, in Highgate and Stramon- 
gate, these dealers were allowed to stand out with their wares in Stricklandgate. 
The cloth stalls from the White Horse Yard, and the fustian stalls from the 
Pack Horse Yard, northwards. 

These quarterly hdrs and marts were the events of the year. Peripatetic 
traders visited the town, and country folk, for miles around, flocked in and 
bought clothing and goods to last them till the next similar occasion. With 
side shows they were entertained — wild beasts or bearded women, six-legged 
calves or merry-go-rounds* The shopkeepers had great roasts of beef in their 
back rooms, and plenty of beer for the free use of customers to feast at will. 
For three or four days the town devoted itself to jollity and a little business. 
All will remember how Billy Tyson spent his " hunneymoon" at one of these 
festivals. " Billy bed been ta Kendal afower, but nivver ev a fair time, en 
beath Mary Jane en him war fairly gloppened wi* t' scooars a foke et cum 
streemin o* ways, when tha gat ta Stramongeat brig, tha cud hardly stir fer 
foak cummin fra en ya spot en anudder, en when tha ^at up in t' middle 
et toon it wos war en ivver, en sic a crush en a gabble ! 1 ' coo fair wos 
partly ower, en t' inaisters en t' men war cummin doon off t' banks reddy fer t' 
hirin'. Billy thout tev hissel, * Wy, if this is Kendal fair, I waddn't cear hoo 
seean I was oot on it, en Tse sewer its nea spot fer Mary Jane.' Thear wos 
a girt rough fella steppin on her taaes nobbet a minnet sen» and seea he ses ta 
Miley, "Wy, noo then, lets away get this hunneymoon, en then I don't cear 
hoo seran weer off heeam again.' ' Stop a bit,' ses Miley, ' Ya hevn't seen t' 
shows on t' New Rooad, ner cheeap Jacks, ner t' strikin machines, tha pay a 
penny ta hey a shot wi tber dubbie neaC et a kind ev a buffer.' ' Oh ' ses 
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Billy, ' if thafs it I waant gang ta see sic fooalment et noat, Fd rader see a 
baar spot.' " But now all this has gone, with many another merry time. The 
coming of the railway did much to kill their importance by making the journey 
here too easy and common. Instead of the quarterly purchase and the time of 
general settlement in money matters, people now-a-days order their goods 
now, then, or anytime, and pay for them when they can. 



Here Christopher Browne, apothecay, lived. He was born in 1703, 



married Katherine, daughter of Alderman Thomas Rowland<K>n, 
November, 1730, was mayor 1734-5, and died July 20th, 1747. 



Noa. 49 to 57. 

down. 



We next come to the old lath and plaster house for centuries 
known as '* The Fold," and which has recently been pulled 




NOS. 49 TO 57. 



At the head of some steep steps there was formerly a long gallery open to 
the street, and out of it lead the doors into the different parts of this floor. 
Here in a large room that could hold 300 people the Independents first met 
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after their secession from the Presbyterians (1772 — 1781), before their New 
Street Chapel was erected, and here also the Wesleyans came to worship 
after leaving the Market Place, whilst awaiting the erection of their chapel at 
Stricklandgate end, in 1808. Then the room was converted into a billiard 
room and ball room, much frequented by the tradesmen and others in the 
town. Samuel Bolton, painter, occupied this building till his death in 1852, 
wb^n it was purchased by his old apprentice, Alderman John Robinson. 



Seven Stars Inn. 



This house was re-built in 1830 by John Colman, upon 



the site of the original " Seven Stars," existing in 
1797, a very low two-storied building, which had for its sign the Masonic 
emblem. When John Thompson was tenant in May, 1842, all the domestic 
effects and innkeeper's stock-in-trade were sold. Near the front of the inn was 
a horsing stone of three or four steps, being the last in Kendal. 



No. 66. 



In the recessed corner was formerly the " White Hall," and I find 
from an advertisement that both it and the neighbouring "Black 
Hall " were put up for public sale on October the 4th, 1869. 




Black Hall. 



We now conie to the historic " Black Hall," probably the best 



residence in the town, at the time when Henrj- Wilson, nomi- 
nated the first Alderman in the Charter of Queen Elizabeth in 1575, occupied 
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it. For n lonp; time it continued to be thr residence of the family, till the year 
7733, when the heiress, Miss Frances Wilson, married Francis Drinkel. Their 
daughter married a Mr. Stephenson, who assumed the name of Standish. and 
who held the hall till it?; 5ale in 1869 to Rainforth Hodgson for £(ifjO. In 1579 
Henry Wilson, for mis'^ondnct was deprived of his burgesship and his office of 
justice of the peace. He was buried in Kendal Church on the 2gth August, 
15^2. He presented to the Corporation the two splendid silver flagons that 
we read of, and which must oftimes have flowed with spiced wme smoking 
hot as the custom then was, but which were during the dark days thought to 
be of so little worth that the Corporation exchanged them for a set of common 
candlesticks. 

The ancient building was greatly modernised about 1810, especially by the 
introduction of sash windows, the only noticeable external feature now being 
the real old Westmorlaiid clntnneys, massive and ciirul ir, srni kmg their pipes 
in peace, but even these were rc-built about 1820. One of the upper rooms is 
paved with cobbles. 

It is now a brash manolactoiyp and may be known at once by the sign <A 
a bristly hog, elevated over the doorway. Inside it bristles also with aumeKous 
rooms, and gloomy crannies litonlly crammed with brisdeSp bristles everywhere. 
The sign of the " bristling hog/' as like the sign of the clog of the dog* 
maker» the umbrella of the nmbrdla-maker, and the smoking man of the 
tobacconist, is one of the few still remaining of the ancient tradesmen's signs 
put up to besqieak the trade carried on within when few could readi and the 
mere epithet ** a brush shop *' would be uninteiligiUe. 

The brash manufectory business was e^ablidied in the year 183S bjr 
Grant and Hodgson. The productions have always been highly reputed for 
their excellent qualities and general characteristics. The works are fitted sp 
with all the best appliances for rapid production of all classes work, and 
considerable quantities are turned out both for the wholesale and retail branches 
of the trade. 



Primitive Methodists, they built their present chapel in the Black Hall 



When the old room in Castle Street 
became too inconvenient for the use of the 
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Yard, the foundation stone of which was laid July 14th, 1870, by the Mayor, 
J. J. Wilson. The stone was placed at the south-east corner, and in the 
cavity beneath were deposited a bottle containing some small current coin of 
the realm and a copy of each of the three Kendal newspapers. As an instance 
of the failure of a long-sighted policy, it seems that when the chapel was 
erected there was a feeling that before long the Black Hall Croft would become 
a main thoroughfare ; for as early as January nth, 1817, correspondents urge, 
in the local papers, making a road between Stramongate and Stricklandgate 
through the croft. The Sunday School was commenced at Castle Street in 
1823. 



_^ Here lived Thomas and Elizabeth Wilson. The former, who owned 
No. 71. 

Kentmere Manor, was an attorney, and died in 1756, aged 82. His 
son Thomas, who 
changed his name to 
Fenwick, was born 
here in 1729, was 
M.P. for Westmor- 
land from 1768 to 
1774, and Recorder 
of Kendal from 1766 
to 1777. 

James Dowker, 
attorney, whose an- 
cestors were Quakers 
in Crook, married 
Jane, daughter of 
Thomas Wilson, and 
lived here also for 
some considerable 
time. Scratched 

upon the leaded panes of the kitchen window are still to be seen the inscrip- 
tions — "James Dowker, 1781," "James Dowker, Trinity College, Cambridge, 
1782," "John Dowker, 1782," with "Thomas and John Wilson." Cornelius 
Nicholson came to live here in 1845. 
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Adjoining is the well-built house which 
bears on the head of the leaden spout the 

17 II 

Strickland Arms, and the initials J F, which 
doubtlt'ss dtsignate John and Frances Strickland, 
the builder of tliis house and his wife. John, who 
was Nfayor of Ktmdal 1717-18, is supposed to have 
been a lead merchant. His wife Frances was the 
daughter of Edward Backhouse, of Morland, and 
seems to have been curiously connected with the 
24th of June, for it is quaintly recorded on a brass plate in Kendal Church that 
she was — 




Bom, 

Marry'd, 

BuiyU 



( 1690, 

the 24th June, 1 1708, 
(172s. 




No. 75 



No. 71. 



This house is said to have been the town residence of the Stricklands, of 
Sizergh, and it is not improbable that when it ceased to be useful in this 
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respect, it fell to :\ dtsrendant of a ) ouni^( r brHiich, who engaged mt-ritoriously 
in trade, the estates following the elder line. 

H. 

On the back side of the house there is a spout head which is marked I. M. 

for Jolm ami Nfan,' Harrison. He was recordi-r troin ifnnj to i7i5.and grandfather 
of Myles Harrison. " the bhnd lawyer." and n ronier from 1777 till his death in 
1797. Harrison must have bought it of John Strickland. It is said that 
Myles's father had four wives, nnd wh(!n joked on the subject, instead of 
apologizuii;, he. Hkc anotlu r hhu beard, would rep!\\ qtioting old Bisliop 
Thomas of Lincoln, " If I survive I wtil have five." \\ lu thcr he hnd a rontrnet 
then pending, conditional on events, is not recorded m the tiles of papers he 
left to his executors to destroy. 

Following a Miss Dyson, Dr. Thomas Gough came to reside here sub- 
sequent to the year i860, and towards the close of his life. Born in 1804, he 
was the eldest son of John Gough, the "Wind philosopher," and nephew to Dr. 
Thomas Harrison, with whom he was placed as an apprentice. After the death 
of Harrison in 1835, Gough stepped into his shoes, and trod them with an even 
step. He rose at once into full confidence and practice, and, from the first day 
of his professional career to the last, earned the gratitude and enjoyed the 
esteem of his numerous patients. But Gough has a name to live beyond his 
profession. With the able help of his friend, C. Nicholson, he founded the 
Kendal Natural History and Scientific Societ}', became curator of the Museum, 
and was the collector and donor of that remarkable set of fossils for which our 
Museum is justly noted. He died July, 1880. 

^ ^» There is every reason to believe that these two houses once 
Nos. 85 and 87. 

formed the " Cordwainer's Arms." The cellars still retain 
stone benches for the barrels of beer. On the door leading down are painted 

r c 

the letters ' and up on the first Hoor was the dancing room, which has only 
been divided off into two rooms within the last six years. 

In the illustration of Yard 89, the charming old back gable of the inn is 
seen, with that ( uriou'; window placed in the angle, and the old stone stair 
leading up to the dancmg saloon. The old picturesque building (No. 4) down 
the yard, is said to have been tlic brew-house. 
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Down the yard also is the well-known rope>walk. It was early established 
William Kitchen, and when he failed in March, 1857, Thomas Camm came 

to Koidal and took over the 
work, which he carries on so 
successfully to this day. 




TuFd 98. 



Over the entry into 
this yard there is 
one of the few date stones that 
still remain. By whom the 




house was built is unknown, 
but there are some reasons for 
supposing that the initials refer 
to Thomas M iddleton, who was 
Mayor of Kendal in the year 
1699. 



Mo. 96. 



The adjoining house is rendered famous as being once occupied by 



Bonnie Prince Charlie, when he advanced into and retreated from 
Enf^land in 1745. Here he held a levee, but history- is silent as to whether any 
of the disaffected Kendalians honoured his court, or whether the episode of 
Kin},' Jatnes the First was repeated on this occasion. (See page 327). The 
Duke of Cumberland in close pursuit, haviiij: enquired where the Prince slept, 
came and slept liimself on the same couch. The next day witnessed the defeat 
of the Scotch at Clifton Dykes, near Lowther. 

The house must then have been comparatively new, as the spout head 
bears the date 1724, and no doubt the Prince was attracted hither by the 
thought of its possessing, what we hear so much about in these days, **a]l the 
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latest and most mocicm improvements and appliances." Doubtless also Justice 
Thomas Shepherd, who occupied the house at this time, must have hccn an 
additional attraction, as it is said of him that in "dress and manners he was a 
perfect (gentleman." Thomas Holme, who was Mayor in 1 741, and aj^ain in 
1755. suhse(]uently lived here, and after his time it was occupied by the 
Waketield family before tlieir removal to Sedgwick. 

w ACT James Gandy, *' the punctual/* resided, and had his business premises 
in the next house. It was evidently an ancient house with a massive 
kitchen fireside, and must have been a place of some note. Report says that 
it was the residence of the Duckett feunily, of Grayrigg Hall, and we have the 
inventory of Mistress Ann Duckett, of Stricklandgate, Kendal, dated October 
x8th, 1558, which speaks of a portable equipment for mass, with vestments 
and altar stones. I-ler wardrobe was somewhat rich, containing black velvet 
sleeves, damask velvet sleeves, a brown kyrtle, a red petticoat, and a white 
one, with two silk hats, &c* The old title deeds prove that the premises 
belonged to them certainly in the middle of the XVII*^ century, and the 
mills behind are still known as the Duckett Mills. 

Cross House. 

Adjoining this dud 
to the north, formerly 
stood the Strickland - 
gate Cross House, as 
before it stood a 
stone cross where the 
devout performed 
their devotions on 
entering or lea\ing 
the town by this 
northern road. 
Standing loose in a 
yard behind there are 
still three circular 
blocks of freestone, 
evidently part of a 
column, shaft, or 

pedestal, but whether Ciwss Houss (removed io 1887.) 
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or not \hr<^o formpd a portion of the ancient cross it is difficult to say. The 
earU lH>li^c ua* rciuuvt ii about the year 1804, and another erected in its place, 
where fanios Noble lived for s^)rnc time. The northern half has now beeQ 
removed to make room for tlie entrance into bandes Avenue. 

North of this was a substantial house projecting somewhat on to the 

pavement, which was built in the year 1734. It has now entirely disappeared 

C. 

tor the entrance to the Avenue. Un the spout head were the initials K. L. 

1734- 

for Roger and Lydia Chamley. It was partly re-built by George Wilson, and 

W. 

in the yard behind there was a lead cistern with the initials and date G. M. for 

1770- 

George and Mary Wilson. Subsequently Esther Gough lived here, and died in 
1837, being the mother of the unfortunate Charles Gough, who perished on 
Helvellyn in 1805 His remains were not discovered till three months after* 
wards, when they were found guarded by his constant attendant, a fiuthfiil 
terrier-bitch. Sir Walter Scott has immortalised the tragedy in his well- 
known lines : — 

** Dark graen wat the spot 'mid the brown roottntaia^beather, 
Where the Pilgrim of Nature lay stretcbM in decay. 
Like the corpse of an otttcaat abaodon'd to weather. 
Till the mountain winds wasted the tenantless day. 

" Nor yet quite deserted, though londy extended. 
For, faithful in death, bis mute favourite attended. 

The much-loved remains of her master defended. 
And chased the hiU>fox and the raven away." 

Miss Wilson altered and improved the house very considerably after 
Mrs. Goi]gh*s death, when what was left of the ancient woollen warehouse was 
razed to the ground. 

**^'* dlll AYMiae. ^^^^^^'^S down to the river there used to be a narrow lane 

here, known as Sandes Close, which, in some documents 
relating to the division of the town into wards " for the better relieving and 

ordering of the poor," dating back to the end of the last centur\ printed 
Senhouse Close. Hut in West's Antiquities we find that Edwin Sandys 
"granted some land to the Free Grammar School, and which is still known as 
Sandys Close or Field." How it got into other hands is not clear. 



i 
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The history of this avenue and brid^^c', which has proved of great con- 
venience to the inhabitants of this part of the town, is curions rtiuling in the 
local papers. About the year 1867 a memorial was presented to the Corpora- 
tion by the ratepayers and property owners of Stricklandgate asking them to 
make the road. The subject was freijuently discussed in the Council, and as 
often deferred to another da\'. AlH)ut the year 1876 Captain Braithwaite 
Wilson's property in Sandes Close came into tlie market, and was purchased 
for £2,460, but it was not until DecemVjer, 1883, after some 15 years of talk, 
that the Corporation timidly determined that if ;^"5oo worth of land were sold 
the Corporation would make the road down to the river. In January, 1884, 
a sale was held, and of course suihcient land to more than cover this amount 
was quickl) sold. Another full year was then allowed to pass by, until 
February', 1885, when a Local Government Hoard inquiry was held, and then, 
eighteen months still later, the foundation stone of the bridge was laid. 

This was an interesting little ceremony performed on the 13th day of 
September, 1886. After prayer by the Ven. Archdeacon Cooper, Alderman 
Geoiige Foster Braithwaite presented to the Mayor, Richard Nelson, a box 
containing an illuminated record of the stone laying, the names of the valiant 
members comprising the Corporation, a copy of Dr. Paget's sanitary report for 
1885, an abstract of the CorpcMration accounts for the past year, copies of the 
Times, Standard, Daily News, and Manchester Guardian for that day, the current 
copies of the Westmorland Gazette and Kendal Mercury, Wilson's Household 
Almanack, together with each of the copper and silver coins of the realm. 
" Pro R^na et patriA et pro bono publico.** The Mayor then placed the 
box in a cavity of the foundaton stone, and covered it with mortar, amid 
cheers. 

**T* B«ll Heak** comer made by the projection of Vipond's bake* 

house, at the entrance to Jerry Wane's Yard, is a place, 
which, till the property was re-built by Wane in 1806, was called " T' Bell 
Neak.'' Outside were seats made of blocks of blue stone, upon which the 
Stiicklaodgaters "most did congregate" to gossip and hear the news, and 
where the old men on sunny afternoons did doze and sleep. There is a 
tradition that formerly a bell hung there, and hence its name ; but for what 
purpose the bell was hung is not known. On the site of the small grocer's 
shop was a public house, in days gone by called the "Lords and Commons." 
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^ ^ In a poster dated April, 1864, announcing the sale of this 

inn it is described as the "Strickland Arms or Sawyer's 
Arms,*' lately in the occupation of Samuel Airey. 

^ ^ ^. In the last will of Edward Whitehead^ dated Mrd July, 1732, 
we find the bequest of all that "Close called or known by the 
name of Busher Wife Close, aluts Dyers Close, latel> purchased by Geoige 
Cratster, and one parrock known by the name of Busher Wife Panock." 

This building was formerly a spinning house or Tack shop 
Union Tavern. . , „ , is u j vt • * 

used by Messrs. Wakefield, who converted it into an inn 

about tbe year 2823. 

In 1847 \vc rtnd the property mortgaged for £boo, and in 1848 in order to 
meet this sum it was thtti sold in public auction, a proceeding to which it was 
again subjected to in September, 1871, by an order of the Court of Chancery. 

... . . Whitfieki came to Kendal during the time of the Scotch 

W Mtoyan Ohapel. 

Rebellion, in 1745, and preached in the Market Place. 
Having heard of the loyalt> of the town and the large number of recruits that 
it had sent to the ro}ral army, he commenced his sermon, on one occasion, by 
saying " Oye^, Oyez, Oyez, yc loyal men of K^dal, having heard with what 
readiness you have enlisted under the banners of His Majesty, King George, 
to defend him and his throne against all Enemies, I am proud to come among 
you, since I also hold a commission, not from any earthly protentate, but from 
the King of Kings, with power to enlist you under the banners of the cross, and 
lead you to triumph over the world, the flesh, and the devil.** 

Again on June 22nd, 1750, whilst on a preaching tour through England, 
he came here and spoke, it is recorded, to several thousands in the Market Place. 
In a letter written on the same day to a friend he says — " The people have 
flocked to hear the Gospel, like Doves to the windows. 1 have preached here 
to a great multitude, go to«morrow, God willing, set forward for Whitehaven." 
Among some curious entries in the registers of Tunstal Church, near Kirkby 
Lonsdale, was found the following : — " In the year 1751 the Methodists settled 
and established their doctrines at Kendal, which is a doctrine contrary to reason 
and scripture.'* On April tbe 9th, 1753, John Wesley visited Kendal, and in 
his journal says — " I preached there in a large convenient room (the weather 
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not allowing me to preach abroad) where Mr. Inefham's Society used to meet. 
I was disp;usted at their manner of coming in and sitting down without any 
pretence to anv previous prayer as well as at their sitting during the hymn, 
while not (me (ahhouf^h they knew the ttine> sanj,' with me. At the second 
hvmn every person stood uj) and most of these sung audibly, and the greatest 
part of the audience followed us to our inn, nor did they leave us until we went 
to rest/' 

Again on June 25th, 1761, Wesley rode from Keswick to Koidal, and 
says — " A few years ago the fields here were white for harvest, but the poor 
people have been so harassed by seceders and disputers of every kind that they 
are now diy and dead as stones ; yet I think some of them felt the power of 
God this evening." In 1765, coming north again, he says *' that on April nth 
we rode on to Francis Gilbert's at Kendal, where there is now a real work of 
God. The genuine Gospel has taken root, and services are cxmsecrated to 
God.** Then we come to the autumn of 1787, when the worthy Stephen 
Bmnskill, of Orton, knowing that there was not another local preacher within 
twenty miles of Kendal, and feeling a veiy keen desire to preach here, made a 
request to the Mayor for leave to preach in the open Market Place. This 
earnest request seems to have been readily granted, and we are told that many 
people flocked to hear the Word preached by this eminent local preacher. A 
curious interruption is recorded of bow on one occasion, whilst Brunskill 
was warning the large audience that " if th^ did not amend their ways, they 
would rush to hell in waggon loads,** an old waggone^, named Bet Craiston, 
quickly responded by saying, " Whya, whya, Steven, that*s o* reet enough, but 
wba*s to bring t' innocent horses back, I wond^* ? Tdl me that, if thoo can." 

However, in consequence of the inclement weather, a Sunday came when 
the good man was obliged to tell his people that for a time, at least, the 
services would have to be discontinued, unless they could find some room to 
meet in. This annoimccment caused great distress, until a Mr. and Mrs. 
Barlow, being desirous of having " preaching in the town,*' volunteered to give 
two guineas a year, if the rest of the flock would raise the necessary IcNir 
guineas a year extra, wherewith they could rent the old play-house in the 
Market Square (now the Working Men's Institute). From the Market Place 
the congregation removed to " The Fold," in Stricklandgate, until a chapel 
was erected for them on the present site to accommodate 700 people. It was 
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opened October 30th, 1808. The choir {jailer}' was altered and the vestn>' 
enlar^jfd in 1852, and it \v;i< entnelv renovated in 1883 to accommodate HiS 
worshippers at a t ost of £4.'>i">o, the coiif^'ri'?^ ition meeting in St. Genrsje's Hail 
during the progress of the work. It has now a handsome fa<jade 53 feet in 
length, built of the grey limestone from the old building, and dressed with 
Prudholme stone. There i> also a lecture room capable of seating 200 persons. 
The burial gfound attached is now closed. 

During the years 1787 to 1790 Kendal was served by travelling 
preachers from the '* Dales Circuit." From 1791 to 1794 the Bamaid Castle 
Circuit ministers paid fortnightly visits* after which time preachers came from 
Lancaster until the year 1805, when Kendal was made the head of its own 
Circuit. 

The Sunday School was opened in September, 1814, when eight or nine 
boys attended in the morning, and fifteen or sixteen in the afternoon. There 
were no girls in attendance for some weeks, but the number of scholars steadily 
increased, so that in 1826, when the school was only twelve years old, there 
were upwards of 200 names on the books. The first superintendent was 
Edward Burton. Until 1820 writing was taught in the school. It is interest- 
ing to note that the managers were the first to give a school treat to keep their 
boys from going to the Kendal Races, and also that they first adopted in 1851 
the plan of taking their scholars to Levens Park for their annual treat. 



The Corporation, about the year 1683, in memorialising the King for the 
renewal of their Charter, prayed at the same time for certain additional 
privileges and benefits for the town, and particularly urged the following plea, 
vi2.: — "There is adjoining the town a parcel of waste ground called Dob 
Freer, which is all the common pasture that is belonging t<> the town, and 
is no more than a hill full of rock and stones. The fee and soil thereof doth 



* Fiftah is > Saxon wml. and fria m tcelaiidSe, from bo4b of whidi we oMain **firee," **frMiua,*' 

"freedom," &c., wh.ist- -iuS^l.inf Ivt- nuMnin^ is " a liberty" or common risrht. N'o doubt tSc wurd »js 
applied to the Keodal Fell Landf., which tvere left open to the public when property became consolidated. 
Theic ivere abo freab>landf on the east »de of th« towa as well as oa tha west, so that a» a dbtiactrae aaow 
tothia ooaoioB we set Dd» (Celtic I>Hbb} « DiAk mott prababljr by iVMoa o< exiattaf water ipriBga. 



Kaiidal F«U 



Containing, at one time, about 160 acres, used to be called 
Dob Freer."* 
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belong to the Crown, but is of little or no advantage to His Majesty, neither is 
worth to the town above £$ per annum, but might be of greater use or benefit 
to us if His Majesty were pleased to grant us the soil and inheritance thereof." 
This idea, however, was not granted, and it was not till the seventh year of 
King George III., 1767, that an Act of Parliament was obtained for inclosing 
*' Kendal Fell for the use of the poor there, and for cleansing and enlightening 
the streets of the borough,** excepting the High and Low Tenter Pells, which 
^lall not be ploughed up, but reserved for the use of the shearman and manu- 
facturers whole and entire, and the Bowling Fell, which shall be left open for 
the inhabitants to walk upon. 

Ill 1824, that delightful promenade, the Serpentine Walks, was formed 
mainly through the efforts of fort)' subscribers. For a great many years 
sixpence was charged for admission, and neat beds of flowers bordered the 
footpaths, but in 1849 the walks were thrown open to the public, and these 
bright glimpses of cultivation immediately vanished. 

The Act contained, however, no provision for selling any of the lands, or 
for granting any building leases, and as a demand for building sites at this end 
of the town increased, a further Act was obtained in i86x giving the power to 
grant such leases for building purposes not exceeding a term of 99 years, and 
also to sell land for the purpose of making roads, provided that sufficient land 
be set apart for recreation and for the purposes of drying clothes, and provided 
also that no part of the Serpentine Walks, nearly t8 acres, shall be sold leased 
or ^changed, but shall for all time remain appropriated for the purposes of 
public recreation. It was planted with trees in 1790. 

WorithoviM ^''^^^'^c>u8 to the passing of the Act of 1767, there seems to 
have been no systematic plan of poor relief. According to 
tradition the first workhouse was on the Fell Side, and the paupers had their 
weekly allowances doled out on Sunday afternoons. But two years after the 
passing of the Act the present workhouse, described as *'a neat, airy, and 
pleasant building, large enough to contain 80 poof persons,*' was built in 1768, 
Richard Peddar, the architect, receiving two guineas remuneration for his 
plans and model. 

Truly, the architectural profession must have been a paying employment 
in those days ! Part of the walling contract was let to Thomas Copland, a 
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trustee, and another part to Thomas Kennedy, who was Mayor, a linsey mana* 
facturer, at 2s. id. per yard, but what they had to do with contracting for 
walling we cannot tell. The Kendal Fell Trustees found the timber, and 
Joseph Thompson, when at Liverpool, was desired ** to buy what Baulk and 
deals he judges proper and suitable." Slating cost zod. per rood to lay. 

It seems that Mr, Architect Feddar was so satisfied with the remuneration 
of his work that he again drew plans for an additional wing in 1776. The 
vagrant office was established in 1818, and in the following year we find this 
entry: — "Vagrant Office, Kendal, May 14th, relieved during the week 13 men, 
six women, and six children. Amount of relief, including lodgings, 10s. 8d." 
Assuredly the overseers were not extravagant in those days 1 Days, 
remember, of misery, affliction, and demoralisation following the wars. 
Multitudes of soldiers, marines, and seafaring men had been sent adrift, and it 
would seem that the campaign against " b^gars for the country's welfare" in 
Kendal became almost as serious a pre-occupation as had been the campaign 
against Bonaparte. 



Burgh and Townfhip of ) [ 
Kirkby in Kendal, } 

NOTICE JS HEREBY GIVEN, 
That there ere in 

The WORK-HOUSE of the faid Town, 
A Number of 

BOYS AND GIRLS, 

Ready to be put out as 

PARISH APPRENTICES. 

Thole Fcrions deiirous ot engaging any of thein, may apply to Charles Waide' 
Meftcr of the feid Work'hoafe. 

N. B. With the younger Pert of ibem, * Premium will be Kiven. 

KENDAL: Printed by W. PeanieftMi. 

Copy or Handbill. 

A committee room was added in 1823, and fever wards in 1829. Our 
present master will be interested to hear that his first predecessor entered upon 
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office at a salary of £20 per annum. The Poor Law l^nion under the Act of 
1834 was brou.i^ht into opLration in Kendal during the year 1836, when 58 
townships were incorporated as the " Kendal Union/* 



BlQ« BvlldlD^. 



HER 



The " Bhie Buildinfjs, " skirted by Strickland Place, 
Chapel Row, and Caroline Street, were erected between 
the years 1820 and 18^2, being the outcome of the " Union Buildinfi; Society," 
the first of its kind in the town. The shares were chiefly taken up by the 
Liberal or Blue jiartv. in order 
to procure county votes lor the 
support of Henry (since Lord) 
Brougham against the Low- 
thers. William Jennings, the 
grocer, of Jcnnin^^'s Yard, 
Highgate, was the secretary to 
the society, and architect of 
the buildings. 



Majesty 

QUEEN CAROLINE. 



The Lords having on Monday la>>t carried the second 
rodinfT uf th« Dill for imposing Pains and Penalties, 
Degradation and Divorce on Her Majesty, our GraekMt 
Queen Caroline, by a triflinjj m.u'iirirv r,f >s, 

THIS IS TO GIVE MOTICE. 

i'hat Petitions will be immediately prepared by a Com- 
mittee Ibr the Sigmtwes of the Inhabitairti of Kendal 

and other parts of the County of Westmorland, to the 
Honourable the Houm: of Commons, against rcceivii^ 
this odious and aaooiMtitntnnMl BPI from the Home of 
Lords. 

♦ 



Lords for tke seiMMid 
Agaiait it 



of the Bill, 

Majori^ as 



i«3 

SS 



Caroline Street was named 
after the unhappy Queeiii whose 
cause against the House of 
Lords the Blue party so earn- 
estly espoused. 

The first intention was to 
build upon both sides of Caro- 
line Street, but the ground on 
the west side was, instead, sold 
by the committee to the Fell 
Trustees, that they might iso- 
late the poorhouse, and provide 
a site for an infinnary in the 
event of the town being visited 
by any infectious epidemic. 

The committee, however, reserved to themselves on the boundary of their 
property, a site for a wall fountain opposite to Cross Street, over which they 
erected an ardi, and dedicated the pump to the tenants of the Blue Buildings, 



Petitions are preparing from alt parts uf the King- 
dom to th« Hoose of Coomiom afainat neenng this 

»ill. 

Keodal, 8th No*. iSao. 



PeiMttd bjf Richard Lmigkt FinlUeMrtH, Ktn4aL 



RiDUCBD Cory op Poster. 
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as the itiscriptioii says — *' For Ever." When "forever" reached its finaiity 
and for why, I cannot find out. 

At the comer of Cross Street thoe used to be another " Lords and 
Commons " beerhouse, and in Strickland Place there is still the '* Oddtilows* 
Arms." 

Dookwray Hall. Dockwra or Dockwray Hall, which, by the fray, 

in the hey-day of its glory, must have been a veiy line 
building, is now unfortunately mom est. One bam alone remains, and the lands 
are rapidly being covered with villadom. Speed depicts the hall on his plan 
as surrounded by a high curtain wall similar to those usually found enclosing 
the manor houses on the border. Herein was the private oratory dedicated to 
St. Anne. All history concerning the hall and chapel has vanished with the 
building itself, and the only entry that I can find concerning it, is of one 
William Gilpin, steward to Alan Belingham, of Levens, who purchased from 
the latter certain rents belonging to this chapel of St. Anne's, of ^^3 7s. 8d. a 
year at thirty years* purchase. Also his will, dated 1561, in which he bequeaths 
the same to the poor of Kendal* 

Of the ancient Dockwra family we know more, and to me, the most 
interesting of them all, was one William Dockwra. It seems that in the year 
1683, Robert Murray started a penny post for the conveyance of letters between 
the different parts of London within a radius of ten miles. Soon after he 
assigned all his rights and property to this William Dockwra, who carried 00 
the business for a considerable time with much success. This, however, 
Inought him into conflict with the Duke of York, upon whom and his heirs 

had been settled in 1675 the whole of the Post Office 
revenues. The case was tried in the Court of King's 
Bench, and went against Dockwra. In the neit 
year, however, he was appointed under the Duke, as 
comptn^ller of the district post, and his hand stampi 
" Penn\ Post Payd," is the oldest postage stamp 
known. The words are placed in a triangular frame 
surrounding the letters T. W. £. 

The only other reference that I have to the hall is a Will as follows : — 




! 
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" In the name of God, Amen, the eleventh day of March, Anno 1&97, 1, Wiliiam Morland 
of Dockwray Hall, being weak in body but of sound mind and memory (praised be God for ye 
same) and kiMnving yc iminort>lity of thra life, doe iii*k« thii my Utt Will and TctUment in 
manor and form* followinf , (that n to My> Aim I commend my soul to Almighty God mj 
Crantor and own all my sioai aaved by ye pretious death and merritte of my bleiied Saviour end 

Redeemer Christ Jesus I give, devise and bequeath unto my good friends, William 

Curwen of ye Burrouph of Kirkby Kendall, Richard Pindar of I">ockray Hall in 5'e said 
County of Westm (irl a n d Iv q,, Rirhard Washington, Jonathan Thompson and Thos. Wilson all 
of Kirkby Kendall atorcsaui and their heirs and survivors (together with HilNide and Straw- 
berry bank in Hotton-i*-th'<Hay, and lands at llintsfoot). All that mesmft|{e and tenement 
commonly called or known by the name or vga of the *' White Lyon *' together with all the 

Shopps and appurtenances thereto belonging and I place spvcial trust and coo< 

fidence in them, the said William Cnrwen that they the said William Curwen 

shall «ith ail convenient speed after my decease in open sale or otherwise sell all the said 
(properties at Hillside, and Mintsfoot and the White Lion inn etc.) for the best price they 
can and out of the monies raised by such sale to pay and discharge ail my just debts that I 
am owing to any perarni or persona whatsoever, if the said sale will so far eitsad» bat In case 
the ihoaice raised by the sale thereof will not extend to the payment and satisfaction of my 

just debts then my Will and mind is that the said William Curwen do sell so much 

of my demesnee and lands belonging to Dockwray Hall as will pay and latisiy my jast debts 
etc etc" 

00 Hall. ^^^'"'^ ^^"^^"'^^'^'^ ^'^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^"St 
together with the bam (recently converted into the Green- 
bank stable), stood atone atnidst the fields surrounding Dockwra Hall, and in 
all probability formed a portion of this ancient estate. Here also is the 
Hotncop {Horn cup) well, that indispensible adjunct to all the maiKtfial 
dwellings of the past. 

In recent years the house has been very considerably enlarged, but there is 
conclusive evidence that it at first only consisted of a parallelogram measuring 
some 26 feet by 15 feet, containing the hallam and a couple of bedrooms over. 
The gable walls are three feet six inches thick, the roof is constructed of great 
unhewn oak trees, and the ceilings are plastered upon rushes. To this aula 
must have been added, as necessity required, a kitchen wing, with another bed- 
room over, and an oaken staircase leading to the upper floor. In this secluded 
retreat the Roman Catholics found a convenient and safe place wherein tb^ 
celebrated Mass during the Reformation [>eriod. Peter Newby, the poet, was 
bom here in 1745, and in the first volume of his poems there is an ode of 50 
stansas written in 1786, from which I extnrct the foUowiog 
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Haill clean, <1elightful, calm retreat. 

Of ev'ry virtue once the feat. 
Where purefi mer'u. without pridci 
For many a year did crtt rcfide. 
Where honefty and worth once dwelt, 

An(! manv a heart their blcfRof^s felt, 
Drooping to thee I turn my mental eye. 
Reflect— indulge my heavy thoughts, and fifjh. 

What iho' no turrets grace thy name, 
Thy fimple front no notice claim, 

Tho' a!l my anccftors were poor. 
And thou no hall, but cot obl'cure ; 
Tho* all in mine round thee lie. 

The fymbol of my deltiny, 

And iho' to tl)ee I f;ivc my partin;; tear, 
Still to m\' hcariri); fhall thy name be dear. 

Each chamber, tho' but tmall and low, 
Bach place, wherein my fteps might go, 
Each planted tree, each garden-bed. 
Ami little field, where cattle fed. 
Where peaceful happinefii once fmil'd ; 
Where once I prattled, when a child ; 

Where my firft bre.ith in dawninj; life I d(eW — 
Neglected, rural place, adieu, adieu. 



Secreted thou from cnviont eye. 

Beneath a fhelt'riaR bill doft lie. 
Whence diftant azure moiinls I fee. 
Forming a profpect futting thee. 
The Kent meand'rinf winds below, 

Whofe ftrrams with health and profit flow, 
! Along whofe banks the patient angler playa 
I The vary'd fly. hi!t fav'ttte fifh to raife. 

The curlmg fmoke, the fimple bridge. 
The antique fteeple, and the ridj^ 

Of hills artfrng 'bove the town. 
The caftic, once of great renown. 
Now daily mould'ring to decay. 
And hills and fields where ottle ftray. 

Enrich the pleafin^; landfcape, and invite 
Whoe'er comes near thee, to enjoy the fight. 

Then let me turn my thoughts from thee, 
And calmly meet my deftiny ; 

Hid each fund-fancy'd fccne adieu. 
And drive thy beautie" from my view. 
Hard IS the talk— for full my mind 
To dwell on ev'ry part's inclined.— 

Yet the whole pitying world, with »r nr>, I tell, 
jXhat I have bidden thee a long farewell. 



DoGkwray Hall MUU. 



M a meeting of the Mayor and Aldermen, held in 
the Moot Hall, the 19th day of April, Anno Dni. 
1720, it was ordered " that the Owners of Dockerey hall Lands be admonifhed 
to come to a refolucon what they intend to doe about the repair of Dockerejf 
hall Lane and give their Anfwer to the Justices of the Peace of the said Burgh 
on Thur^y come a fortnight at the Adjornment of the Sefaions then to be 
held in and for the said Burgh.'* 

I have an advertisetntiiit dated April 22nd, 1S09, of the sale at the " King's 
Arms Inn," in Kendal, on the loth day of May, 1809, of " all those valuable 
Mills, called Dockwra\- Hall Mills, situate on the River Kent, within the 
liberties of tho town of KcnUai, cousistuig of one Mill for Rasping and Chipping 
Dying Woods, with a Room over the same, containing in length forty-one feet, 
and in breadth seventeen feet three inches, with the Water Wheel, Going geer 
and Utensils thereunto belonging. Two Fulling Mills, containing five Pkirof 
Stocks, one of the said mills being thirty feet by twenty-seven feet six inches 
and the other twenty-nine feet by twenty*four feet nine inches ; with a huge 
Carding room over the said two last*mentioned mills on the second floor and a 
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Wool Loft on the third floor. One Friezing Mill containing four Single and 
two Double Friezing Boards, with large and convenient Rooms over the same. 
Also three Dwelling Houses or Cottages adjoining the said mills. And also 
several inclosures and parcels of good land in high cultivation adjoining the 
said mills and containing in the whole eight acres, three roods and three p?rches 
or thereabouts i all which said mills are now in the occupation of Mr. James 
Gandy, as former. Further particulars may be had by applying to Mr. John 
Dawson, etc., etc.** 

The present buildings were built by Gandy and Son (1816— 1817) as a 
woollen and drysalter's mill, and described as the largest manufacturing 
building ever erected in the county. In digging for the wheel-case the work- 
men discovered an alder tree five feet ht low the surface of the ground, probably 
proving that the fields about Kendal inc of alluvial formation. The mills were 
destroyed by fire April 14th, 1824, the damage being estimated at j^20,ooo, but 
the walls were left standing, and it was soon re-bttilt. The lower portion at 
the west end was built b\ Edward Bayliff in 1830 as a marble factory, and here, 
under the direction of Wyatville, the King's architect, he made the two marble 
mantflpieces for Windsor Castle, one being of Kendal Fell limestone, and the 
other of Italian dove marble, placed in St. George's Hall, Windsor. Kendal 
Fell limestone was first polished as marble in 1788 by Francis Webster. 

_ m t A tt.'rcL'iittnar\' of Shakesin-are's birth (April 23rd, 1564) 

was well celebrated m Kendal. Mondav, the 25th April, 
1864, was kept as a coinplt te holiday, 1,500 children walking in procession. 
were presented at this low Teiitcr I't-ll with Shakt-sptari- medals. Master Jtjhri 
W akefield. eldest sou of \V. H. W'.iketield, in the jircsencc 3,000 persons, planted 
an Oak sapling, whirh the Mayor drrlared to be the property of the public, who, 
he hoped, would religiously pres<:rve it, and hand it on from j^eneration to 
generation by the name of the "Shakespeare Oak." He also saul that the 
portion of the Fell, on which the tree had just been plunted, had, by a recent 
Act of Parliametit, hern dedicated to the public for ever, and he wished it hence- 
forth to bear the most .iijim o[)riate name, and go down to posteritv by two 
words which Sliakes[)e ire liitnsi lf had done so much indissolubly to unite, \ i/., 
" Kendal Green." The Oak unfortunately within a few^ hours berame damaj^'ed 
(oh bo} s !i and in the following spring it was found that it %v;is dead quite 
dead from the root upwards. " The comfort is, however," said Sally Aiick, 
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" that Shak. <!>f'-ire cannot die any more than can the proceedings of that after- 
noon on wiiich his memorial tree was planted be blotted out of our local 
annals." 

But a new oak was privately planted by the same gentleman to take its 
place on March 21st, 1866. I wonder liow many there arc amongst us who 
can point to this commemorative tree, for surely this is an instance of the need 
of some tablet to record its histor}\ It is in the centre of the west side. 
Three fir trees tvere also planted in commemoration of the Prince of Wales* 
marriage* and in April, 1870, other trees were added on three sides of the green. 



J 
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VIII. 
pinkie Street, 

OR 

The East t^oad. 



Some authoritioa derive the name from Fennel (Anglo-Saxon 
/inugl, German fmikil), supposing that tho street was once over- 
grown by suoh a weed in oonsequenoe of its desertion during 
fth« gMAi plaga« of 1898. DonfaftlaM tlM o«iitoal poBitlon and 
Ite nrnxvam and oonfln^d araa Mnd«Md the siraet move liable 
to the Ylrulent ooatagioii than otheip etveete, but still it mntt 
be ooneeded that the elne to not a etvong one* when mtmpared 
to the other more popular one* derlYod from a word In the 
Boandinavian or Teutonie tongue, whloh ilgnlflee an elbow. 
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Pump Inn. 



The old buildings that for a long time obstructed the entrance 



into Finkle Street, of which the " Pump Inn " formed a con- 
spicuous part, are well remembered, being only removed in the year 1878. As 
was usual, we find that they were framed in oak, with the interstices filled in 
with a clay plaster mixed with straw, and having its upper third story over- 
hanging the two lower. The northern portion seems to have been used as a 
public-house from the middle of the last century, and the origin of its name is 
made clear by the following order made by Alderman Joseph Sympson in 
1709, and inserted in the third Boke of Rccorde : — "The neighbours in the fiish 
shambles may have 
libty to convert ye 
Shambles well Into a 
pump at their owne 
p'per charge." Con- 
cerning the ancient 
draw-well, with axle 
tree and bucket, we 
find an " order" in 
1594 "that twoe 
sworne men were 
yearelie appointed to 
see the same well 
cleansed and main- 
tained," with powers 
to enforce a fine of 

2d. for every offence, Market, 
to be levied " of the master or dame's goods," offending against the order. 




Edmund Adlington, a Friend, and a native of Yealand, whose weight 
reached ovef 24 stones, and his wife's weight over 22 stones, by trade a shear- 
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man dyer, ts the first owner of the northern portioa of the property* of whom 
we have any mention. Thomas Jackson, mercer (Mayor in t66i*2 and a678-9)» 
occupied it as his tenant. Aditngton sold his front shop portion to William 
Birkett, of Troutbeck, for £ioo. In 1683 the property was again sold for £100 
to a sister of the previous owner. In 1697, after having changed hands many 
times, it was sold by auction for £ioi xos. to Richard Lowiy, who was Majtir 
in 1698-9. In a deed dated 2i6t of Junc^ ^7A/^* Richaid Lowry '* did grant 
bargain sell unto his daughter, Martha Lowiy, spinster, all that burgage house, 
messuage, and tenement, known as ' Lead Hall,* sitaate standing and being in 
the 0ish market in Kirkby Ken<lal, and also his shop adjoining thereunto on 
the back side thereof." Martha it seems obtained a license^ and designated 
the new inn after the pomp. 

" The pump runs clear 
With ale and beer." 

Another Mayor of Kendal was the next owner, William Baxter, who kept 
a small ironmonger's shop adjoining, and after his death in X79S it passed to 
Chippendale, his son>in-law, who purchased the small warehouse and shop up 
the lane on the north side for £282, and transformed the side shop into a some< 
what roomy but low ceilinged bar-parbur. A son of the above Chippendale 
sold the property for £ifioo to Hannah Nicholson, and ultimately in 1841 it 
became by purchase the property of Mrs. Fisher, of the Old Shambles, from 
whom it was purchased by the Corporation. 

Outside on the north wall was a bniad shutter, covered with handbills, 
which hung on hin^^cs at the bottom, and served the double purpo<;c of a stall 
for the exposure of goods on market days, and of a notice-board when dosed. 

Lowrv in his wiil, d<itrfl 1740, calls tlu: house by the name of Lead Halli 
and in anotiier old deed it is called by tlie name of " Skeat Hall." 

Besides this inn on the southern side was another house, which projected 
out further on to the pavement, suj^rted on wooden columns. For a long 
time it was an inn under the sign of ** The Fountain," and I find it left by 
John Nelson to his son, Thomas Nelson, by will dated Fehniaiy, 1750, and 
again left by Thomas Nelson to his vvife Elizabeth by will dated June, 1767. 
Here in the upper rooms Todhunter had his museum. Below was a shop at 
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the south corner occupied by a Thomas Kendal, grocer, who was succeeded by 
Thomas Robinson, and later by Mr. Buttervvith as partner, Mr, Robinson at 
first was only a tenant, but in 1840 purchased the premises for £Soo. 




Old Pump Inn, facini; Strickland|;ate. (Ilrmolished 1S77). 

It is said that in early days the frontage was continued so as to meet 
No. I, Highgate, and that the southern entrance into the fish market, known 
as Crock Lane, was entered under the archway, which was closed by a pair of 
gates after sunset. 

Even as far back as 1777 the expediency of removing this great obstruction 
at the busiest centre of the town, seems to have suggested itself, but it was not 
till the year 1868, when Robinson made the generous bequest of his corner 
shop and warehouse to the town, on the condition that the adjoining inn and 
shop were obtained and the whole taken down, that the scheme came within 
the region of practical politics. As soon after as possible, Robinson and 
Butterwith's shop was demolished, .At the same time the old drinking foun- 
tain, which had stood at the south side of the warehouse, was likewise 
consigned to the past, and in its place the Corporation erected an iron structure. 
After much delay and discussion, in the year 1878, the " Pump Inn " was 
bought over, and shared the same fate. So ended the renowned old building, 
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in which the shoemakers and the tailors had held their club meetings for years 
over their hot ale and rum, and where the country' lads and lasses at Martinmas 
and Whitsuntide had danced upstairs to the fiddle, whilst below old Jimmy 
Dowker sung and Jimmy Wiggins held forth in favour of " Harry Brougham." 



*' or base ingratitude I've had my share, 
This world at best is but a scene of care : 
Sickness and sorrow — poverty and trouble. 
Frail mortal's lot — this liTe it but a bubble. 
Had I served God, instead of Hrougham, 
Tranquil and peaceful would have been my home ; 
But folly and vice have led me far away, 
And now I must lament each misspent day. 
No more shall I with flippant tongue 
Answer a giddy, mirthful throng, 
For iixed will be my doom, 
No envious foes — no storm that blows 
Can reach me in the tomb." 



There is a tradition that Prince Napoleon, when making a tour of the 
lakes, stayed all night in Kendal, and was recommended to this " Pump 
Inn " for a glass of the best Kendal ale, and it is further boastfully said that 




JiMMV Wiggins. 



I have said so much 
about this Mayor of 
Doodleshire and Poet 
Laureate to "Harry," 
that it will be interesting 
to represent his portrait 
here. " Had I but scncd 
my God," he said, whilst 
standing in the Market 
Place clad in workhouse 
clothing, "as I served 
Harry Brougham, the 
workhouse never would 
have been my doom." 
Poor Jimmy died there 
soon afterwards, April 
22nd, 1H38, and left the 
following lines for his 
epitaph : — 
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the beverage so tickled hia fancy that he was not able to leave without emptying 
three passes, and even then thought none the worse of it. although he awoke 
next morning with a heavy head. 

„ ^ , ^ Here in Crock Lane was the entrance into Tod- 

Todhunter s Moaeum. , . . .... 

hunter's museum referred to above, nch m anti- 
quarian articles bdonging to the district, and where it remained till it was 
broken up and sold on July 15th, 1832. This remarkable collection was first 
started in 1796 in a room near Abbot Hall gates, where a barber*s shop now 
is, and where it remained until about the year tSoo. (See page 121.) 

J Upon the site of the present grocery shop there once stood the 
♦* Turk's Head Inn." By a will dated April 4th, 1789, Emma Coup- 
land leaves unto her granddaughter, Emma Hraithwaite, her messuage and 
tenement, lately an inn called the " Turk's Head," being in the fish market. 
The premises afterwards became Dalcymple's confection shop. 

"The shop of Thomas Cotton, where also may be had books and 

Ho. U. 

other statioiiLry ware. Also Daffey's Right Cordial Elexir 
truly prepar'd from Loiulon." There s< rins to be no record of the ancient 
bookseller's shop that stood at the hc:u\ of the street before the tiuit; of Thomas 
Cotton. He is specially noted for hcint^^ the first printer in Kendal, and who 
brought out the hrst KLiuial newspaper, The Kendal Weekly Cnnrant, on the 
1st of Januar\', 17JI. In si/e it was 15 im ht-s by 9^ inches, or mcdiiini t]iiarto, 
containing ff)iir [lages, and bearing a halfj)cnny stamp, beiu},' Siild at a penny 
halfpenny a copy. After Cotton's time, we find tin paper etlited by Thomas 
Ashburner, a paper manufacturer at Cowan Mead, who also published the 
Kendal Weekly Mercury, first issued on January 4th. 1735, being the same size 
as the Co'irant, which also bore the Government halfpenny stamp tax, but was 
sold for a penny. A copy of each of these papers is preserved in the .Museum. 

Ashburner was succeeded by his son James, the publisher of the Kendal 
Diary, This firm also published for a short time The Agreeable Miscdlany, or, 
SomeUttHg to Please Every iian** Taste^ a fortnightly periodical of 16 pages, 
within a blue cover, of octavo size, and sold at a penny. It commenced on 
May t3th, 1749, and only survived 39 numbers, the last appearing October 
26th, 1750. In September, 1794, Wilson and Branthwaite purchased the 
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business, but on Isaac Witson^s death (December 20th» 1796,) the firm became 
known under the names of Michael and Richard Branthwaite* 

TJu Westmorland Advertiser and Kendal Chronicle, a folio weekly paper, 
was established on the 29th of June, 1811, by the following proprietors: — John 
Pearson. Jacob Wakefield, James Swales, John Swainston, Michael Bran- 
thwaite, James Johnson, and Dr. Robinson. It %vas published at 6Jd. a copy, 
bearin<:j a 3§d. stanp, by J. Steel & Co., until January 30th, 1813, when Steel 
retired. M. Branthwaite's name then heads this paper, and to him is due the 
credit of introducing the "leading article," But his tenure seems only to have 
lasted some five years, for in the paper for April i8th, i8i8, is the following 
notice : — " The new Editor of the Chronicle, we find, is the publisher, Mr. 
Richard Lough» who speaks in his own name this week." 

With this change, and owing to the secession of the Tories and the 
commencement of the We^morland GazelU, the paper entered into party 
politics, and became the first Liberal paper tn Kendal. Mr. Lough became 
sole proprietor in January, 1820, and professes himself as a whig and a 
"glorious revolution of 1688 man.*' He changed the form of the paper to quarto 
sixe of eight pages, with three wide columns to the page. On January 19th, 
1822, a new arrangement took place. The [laper became edited by one Tyras 
Redhead, who commences with some sharp things about the GaxtHi, but who 
was not loath to turn round and become its editor three years later, in 
succession to the talented editor, John Briggs. Richard Lough died February 
5th, 183 1, aged 40, and the following week Mrs. Lough became proprietor, the 
paper being pluckily edited by her daughter. 

On May 17th, 1H34, The Kciulal Chronicle bids th»- public farewell, and 

soon after appeared the first number of the Kendal Mercury, a paper at first 

costing; iid., which became rcdticcd in 1860 to 3d. The editor, George Irvin, 

retired in April, 18.^7. and m Sluy the Rev. Georj^e Lee. a Utntarian minister, 

took up the work, a pi>st he was destined to hold for many years. The issue 

of April 28th, 1838, contains the following extract from an official return 

printed by order of the House of Commons : — 

Number of stamps issue-H fn'Ti 30th June, to 30th November, 1837, 

Number supplied tu Kcntiui Mercury _. 18,000 

M „ Gaxttk ^ ^ ^ ^ 8^0 
„ Lancaster Giizftt(- ^ ^ 12,000 

». „ LancasUr Guardian ^ „ 17,000." 

* 

/ 

Digitize3^by, Google 



FINKLE STREET OR THE EAST ROAD. 



373 



This gives, to the Mtratry at that time an average weekly circulation of 
8ao copies, and to the Gnttte 363 copies. 

Joseph Richardson came to Kendal from Middlesbrouj^'h in October, 
1863, immediately took large premises at No. 46, Hii^hgate, and startfil what 
was the first penny paper, called the Koulal Tintcs, W'fstinor! in I Reporter, and 
Lake District Advertiser, in opposition to the two old-established papers, 
costing 4^d. stamped. The tirst issue on January 2nd. 1864, appears to have 
caused considerabe excitement, Highj^ate was (TDwded by hundreds of jjeople 
waiting for its publication, and no fewer than 2,064 papers were sold over the 
counter between the hours of six and ten o'clock in the evening. On the 23rd 
of April, 1864, being the Tercentenary of Shakespeare's Birthday, he set on 
foot a movement, through his paper, to illuminate the town, a scheme which 
was very warmly taken up. He himself had a full-length figure of the poet in 
transparency, illuminated by gas in front of his premises, and he also had 
manufactured in Staffordshire 2,000 white bowls, with an insrciption in brown 
letters, ** Shakespeare Tercentenary, April 23rd, 1S64. Presented by the 
Proprietor of the Kendal Times." Richardson, however, relincjuished the paper 
about the close of the third year, and the failing Mercury was only too glad to 
amalgamate such a powerful rival. Our honoured friend, Mr. Edward Gill, 
became the proprietor, and on September 6th, 1873, reduced the price to the 
popular penny. t®, 1,1^ 

But upon the site of Mr. Gill's 
present shop there stood in the 
year 1818 the "Lord Nelson 
Inn/* with the sign of his ship, 
the ** Victory." The inn was 
closed about the year 1855, and 
Mr. Edward Gill moved his 
bunness to here in 1868. 




■ ■' » ■iiii. n ui^ iX^-^ :^.xiJiDroL'' ' '"' 

WATJBRl. O O If o V S K 



__ ^ - _ Proce<'dmg 

Waterloo Home. 

down the 
hill, we coiiii' to Waterloo 
House, the fi outage of which 
was set back in the year 1873. 
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It was the first shop in which panes were placed in the windows in single 
sheets. Plate glass was not introduced into Kendal before 1849. The western 
portion was formerly occupied by James Fothergill, tobacconist, and then by 
Messrs. Brocklebank and Gawith, also tobacco and snuff factors. 

Snnff and other forms of 
tobacco on their introductioii 
had many bitter oi^ioneiits. 
After the great plagne the 
popularity of tobacco and snnff 
increased, for dnring the time 
of the terrible visitation both 
had been laigely used as disin- 
fectants. There is a curioos 
entry in Thomas Heame^s 
Diaiy, 1720-21, bearing on this 
theme. He writes as follows 
under date of Januaiy 21st:— 
" I have been told that in the 
last great plagne in London 
none that kept tobacconists* 
shops had the plagne. It is 
certain that smoaking was 
looked upon as a most es> 
cellent preservative. In so 
much that even children were 
obliged to smoak. And I re- 
member that h heard formerly Tom Rogers, who ivas yeoman beadle, say, that 
when the plague raged he was that year a school boy at Eton, when all the 
boys in the school were obliged to smoak in the school every morning." 




C3entnd Butldings. 



In 1871, the Corporation having completed their plans 



for widening and improving this part of Finkle Street, 
set to work to pull down Hannah Berry's f^ir-famed bake shop, the old barber's 
shop kept by one Jemmy Dowker, Miss Speight's celebrated pie shop, the 
hosiery warehouse of Thomas Gould, as well as the shoe shop of John Walkar, 
wher^ on October 25rd, 1764 (Jockey) John Bell, the eminent Chancery 
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barrister, wta hom. He was the son of Matthew Bell, grocer ; was called to 
the bar in 1792, and died at his house in Bedford Square, London, on 
February 6th, xSjO. It is said that he had three different styles of hand- 
writing. One that his derk could read and he could not, another that he 
could read and his derk could not, and another that neither he, nor his 
clerk, nor even Lucifer himself, could decipher. 

In July of the same year Messrs. Bailie and Mar^reavcs purchased from 
the Corporation for ^^1,450 a con«^idcrablc site on this widened thuroughfkre, 
and erected the Central Buildings in 1872. 

Office. seems to have been little postal communication with the 

outside world till about the middle of the last century. 
The riding work was first done by men or boys on horseback, and if th^ 
had more letters than they could well stuff into their breeches pocket, they 
were deposited in the saddle-bags. This official, who blew a horn to announce 
his approach, is wdl described by the Poet Cowper in The fosife. Book 4, "The 
Winter Evening " 

" Hark ! 'tis the ?wani;tn^ ho-'n o'er vender bridge, 
Thai with Its wearisome but nccdtul length 
BMtrides the wintry flood, in which the moon 
Sew her nawrinUed face reflected bright { 
He comes, the henU nl a noiiy world. 
With spattered boots, strapped waist, and frozen locha} 
News from all nations lumbering on his back, 
True to his charge, the close>packed load behind, 
^ct careless what he brings, his one concern 

la to comdoct it to the detiiaed ios ; 

And, having dropped the eipeeted bag, paaa on." 

The riding boys were succeeded by men who drove in post gigs, depositing 
the leathern letter bags in a box, uhicli the driver sat upon. A pair of horse- 
pistols were delivered by the postmaster to each man when he set out on his 
journey, which he placed in holsters on either side of the splash-board in front 
of him. These were duly delivered up to the postmaster at the end of the 
day's journey. 

The fist postmaster, of whom any reliable account has been oUaincd, was 
Holme, Deputy Recorder, yfho was followed by Christopher FeatoQ, 
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senior. About the year 1760 Romney painted the celebrated hand for Fenton* 
who was at that time the landlord of the " King's Arms," and it was used by bis 
wife, the postmistress, to point to the entrance of the little post office beneath 
the inn. Between 1780-90, old John Jcnmags, landlord of the " Unicom Ino," 
carried the letters between Kendal and Lancaster, going there with his horse 
and cart cme day and returning the next. 

But a great change soon came for the better. The postman's gig was 
discontinued, and the town was served by the Lancaster to Whitehaven well- 
appointed four-in-hand coaches, with driver and guard in scarlet coats and gold 
lace hat-bands. Arnold and Burdett were the guards, and Tom Preston and 
David Johnston the drivers. Leaving Lancaster, the mail passed through 
Milnthorpe, Kendal, Bowness (the town of Windermere did not then exist), 
Ambleside, Keswick, Cockermouth, Workington, and Whitehaven. The 
coaches generally crossed each other on Dunmail Raise. Undoubtedly, Tom 
Preston was one of the best whips in Britain. He would suffer no delays, and 
his blunt determination was sometimes set down as boorishness, but a kinder- 
hearted man never lived. Many a lift did he give to poor people, tramping 
home burdened with market'day stores, when the coach was not full, without 
fee or reward, and not in the least detrimental to his employer or the service. 

Christopher I'^enton, junior, sm t ft'dcil his father as postmaster, and held 
the position for more than thirty-four years, until his resignation in April, 1824. 

From the Carlisle Jowrml for August 30th, 1800, 1 extract the foUowiog:— 
" Having had occasion to call at the post offices in the diflerent towns I passed 
through, the extreme politeness and affability of the Post Master of Kendal 
particularly attracted my notice and led me to make some enquiries respecting 
him, when I found that his attention to strangers and diligence in the discharge 
of his office had diservedly procured him not only the praise of travellers but 
of the inhabitants." 

He was succeeded by his son, Miles Fenton, who died in 1830. The great 
influx of letters which followed the adoption first of the fourpenny, and then of 
the penny postage, 1839 and 1840, rather disgusted our worthy officials. A 
letter for whi* h a person paid is. id. or lod. was a respectable commodity ; but 
when a penn\ oidy had to be paid, they said that p«)plc wrote about every- 
thing and nothing. 
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The post office was removed from under the "King's Arms Inn " to the 
Bank Cross House, in Highgate, but after the re-building of these premises in 
the year i8i2, it crossed the road to Cross View, No. 107, Highgate. How- 
ever the office had not a long existence there, as it was soon removed again to 
No. 17, Finkle Street, where it remained for a few yean. Still unsettled, the 
next move was to aome newly-built and more oommodioiis prantses at the top 
comer of Yard No. 77, Highgate, the receiving box and message window being 
placed in the entry ingeniously contrived for the purpose. Here it did not 
remain many years before it made another change to Lowther Street, opposite 
the side entrance to the Town HalL Ever restless and erratic, the office then 
removed abont the year 1865, to No. 63, Highgate. where Rmnney's ** hand,** 
which had for many years Ce^ed the elements, was honoured with a glass 
cover. The colour had stood remarkably well, even after years of exposure to 
the biting frosts and heavy rains, a wonderiul proof of the care with which 
Romn^ mixed his pigments. 

On December 6th, 1869, the oifice being unable to find a firm footing 
anywhere, next removed to a position under the Town Hall. But here the 
limitxd accommodation for the telegraphic work finally necessitated the 
removal in May, 1877, to their present premises in the Central Buildings. 

In 1853 two receiving houses for letters were opened in Stricklandgate 
and Stramongate respectively, but in December, 1857, they were replaced by 
pillar letter-boxes, with an additional office in Ktrkland. 

Tsod Ho. 15. Down this yard there used to be a draw-well. 

Ho. Bb retrace our steps back again up Finkle Street to the other nortliern 
side, we notice at the corner of Stricklandgate the house w li' rr, in 
early days, was the first " Dug and Uuck Inn," kept by Jonathan Birkett in 
1794, and where the Good Intent Rf-neiit Society held its meetings in 1796. 
But the sign was transferred to the neighbouring " Half Moon," No. l6, when 
that property was re-built. 

^2 Here Sir Robert Mackereth was bom, who was M.P. in 1774 for 
Castle Rising in Norfolk. Truly, he was one of our Kendal worthies. 
Hnmble in his birth, by care and assiduity he accumulated a large fortune, 
and during the season of his prosperity he libenlty set apart £^ a year for 
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the relief of indigent deierving families in this town. After his removal to 
Hampshire, he is said to have booght this property for his sister Ann. After 
his death in 1788, it passed into the occupation of Fell and Goff, surgeons 
(upon the pane of glass in one of the wndows is scratched the name of Betty 
Gofi), and afterwards to that of Dr. Mason, a much-respected surgeon, who 
was succeeded by bis daughter, Mrs. Harrison, a lady accomplished as a 
pbamMoopolist. 

The •* Half Moon " was situated where the boot shop now is, until 
■o. 16. . 

the property was re-built, as I have just said in 1812, when the sign 

was altered to the " Dog and Duck," by which name it was known ia 

December, 1856, when advertised to be let. 

^ ^ Tbe watchmaker's shop and the sweet shop adjoining 

No* 26 Mid 26* 

occupy the site oi a house where Thomas Holmes, the 
father of Dr. Holmes, lived. From here the fatal shot was fired on December 
14th, 174s, which killed one of the rebels, and wfaidi led them, by way of 
compensation we suppose, to kill John Slack, the former of New Huttott. 
Both were buried, probably together, on the following Monday in the parish 
cburchjrard. 

New ShAmblea Shambles were built in 1803, expressly for the 

batchers, upon the site of a narrow path called " Watt 
Lane," according to Speed's plan of 1614, and Todd's plan of 1787. The 
enterprise of keeping the ftatemity together, in these New Shambles did not 
seem to answer wdl, as by degrees the butchers left for more coramandiag 
premises in the main stre^. 

Further down we come to the flour warehouse, 
which was built hv the Corp)oration as a fire 
engine house in 1838, upon a piece of vacant ground, or what had formerly 
been a garden. Our eccentric author, *' Hob Thrush," leaves to us the 
following truly characteristic sketch of this curious building The order is 
certainly Doric-pure Doric, for there are three doors. The centre is occupied 
by an arch, closed by folding doors. The right and left, in a parallel line, are 
also adorned with similar doorways, the arches being ol precisely the same 
span. The left hand entrance is perforated with holes, the configuration of 
which, represent large letters, and should any luminous body be honuag loside 
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these unintelligible syllables would become visible. FI RE ENGI NES. 
Perhaps as many theories such as F for fig, and J for jig have been advanced 
in elucidation of this mystery, as there have been to explain who paid for the 
500 special constables' staves, that were manufactured to spiflicate the 
Chartists, who were expected to arrive in Kendal one Saturday iii^ht by the 
Packet, out of Staffordshire. Above the key stone of the central arch is a 
small black and white signboard, on which is inscribed 'Edward Carradiis, 
Fireman,' which is intended to intimate that if your chimney catches fire, Mr. 
Carradus has power and authority to come and spout water in at every one of 
your windows, charge you a sovereign for the shower-bath, and chalk up to 
your account as many gallons of ale as your kind neighbours, who are assisting 
to pump water into your " hold " can drink. But tiie greatest value ot these 
water engines is exemplified on old Nut Mondays. On this day they are 
regularly taken down to the Kent side, where the firemen spurt water into the 
air in the form of a rainbow, for the gratiftcation of the junior branches of the 
community. The Corporation water carts are also kept here, and should the 
atmosphere become cloudy, and a fall of rain be apprehended, they are 
immediately ordered out to deg the streets." Poor " Hob Thrush,** with such 
articles as these, it is sad that his journal came to such an untimely end, 
lasting only so long as to give forth three four-page quarto numbers in the 
year 1842. » 

This house was in 1816 ooeupied by Dougall Wright^ a little man 
with a tHg voice, who combined with his business of auctioneer* 
which, by the bye, was one of the earliest in the town, that of a silk dyef i 

_ The earliest tenant that I can find of the old house at the comer of 

Mo* 4vi — . . rt • 

Bianthwaite Brow was one John Kitchmg, flour dealer, who 

subsequently removed further up into the Market Place. After him James 

Airey moved here in 1850. The shop was formerly entered from Branthwaite 

Brow by a flight of steps through a deeply-recessed sqiiare*headed doorway. 

Underneath the bow window facing Finkle Street were the upright doors 

leading into John Whinerey's store cellar. At the time of the widening 

of Branthwaite Brow the house underwent considerable alteration, and soon 

after it was tenanted by John Heap, "the early riser," who, it is said, 

disturbed his neighbours, by handling his tin ware, as early as four o'clock in 

the morning. 
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firajifchw&it« Brow. 

almost doobkd in wwltb by order off the Boaid of 

H«altb in the year 1851. 

This improvement necessitated the puiimg down of some ru kety old 
^^,,.55^ which "^tood on the west side. The new shops which were buiit 
fr')nt;ri^' un t(j this widened street, were «rrertc(J with iron-plate fronts to 
f-i inoini-v:- in =pare. ami Hear dale 1^5 ^, The iowc5t shop, £dmoadson's, On 
the east side, ^^-as set back and rounded off soon after 1851. 

Kent Liane. '^'^ mrcow, but greatly widened puUic 

sobecription in 1818. Here formerly stood the beer-house 
called the " Canal Tavern.** 

The " Kent Tavern " is a house fMTobably opened about the same time as 
the canal in iHif^. 

— ... ._«^^ 'The first bridge seems to have been entirely a wooden 
milsr Bvid^Cp ... 

structure, which was swept away by a flood prior to the year 

1668. In 1669 it was le-built of wood on stone piers, which lasted some 
seventy odd years. At a court or an assembly of the Worshipful the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Burgesses, at the Moot Hall, the 30th December, 1742, it was 
agreed and ordered that the sum of £^ should be advanced and paid by the 
Chamber of this Corporation in aid of a fund to be taised towards the building 
of a stone bridge, instead of the narrow wooden mill bridge. Alexander Deaiy, 
of the Common Garden, and James Wilson, of the Castle Mills, promised to 
pay the sum kjH five guineas for the use of the same. 

An inscribed stone was built into the new bridge, bearing the Mayor, John 
Waide's initials, I. W., and the date 1743. This stone is said still to be dt)ing 
duty as a cellar window sill, reverse side up. nn the premises of Mr. Richard 
Everson, carver, in Highgnte. A gate was placed half-way across the bridge. 
Curiously, the life of this bridge seems also to have been only one of some 
seventy-five years, for in 18x8 we find the Mayor, Jonathan Hodgson, laying 
the foundation stone of a new and wider one, a few yards to the south of the 
wooden bridge, for a more commodious passage to the intended basin of the 
Lancaster and Kendal Canal. Tlie traflfic must have increased very rapidly, 
for we find the bridge again enlarged in the year 1822. 
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During the French Revolutionaiy War» Kendal had its day of military 
excitement, and the Miller Close played a con^icuous part in it. For 
instance, I find in the CutHbertand PaeqinU for April 7th, 1795, that the 
recruiting business for the army had long been very brisk here, '* a party of 
Wakefidd Volunteers marched hack a few days ago, in great spirits, with 
upwards of forty Kendal recruits." And again, "the Caithness Fencibles 
marched from Kendal a few days ago, th^r have enlisted thirty-four in that 
town. A party of Colonel Blair's Volunteers, or Liverpool R^ment, are still 
in Kendal seeking more recruits." Every recruit receives the full bounty of 
twenty-iive guineas in hand immediately on bis being enrolled. And, there 
seems to have been an equal degree of spirit for the sea service, for a recruiting 
sergeant for this service had been appointed, and the town's quota, viz., seven, 
were soon enrolled. * 

In the following month we read that 180 of the Fifeshire Fencibles and 
150 Dragoons arrived at Kendal, and went through their manual exercise in 
Miller Field. Then we further read that the complete number of Westmorland 
Volunteers is already raised for the navy, and that Daniel Wilson, of Dallam 
Tower, and William Cams Wilson, of Casterton, review them on Miller Field. 
In July of the same year a large party of Durham Rangers, the 83rd Regiment 
of Foot and the 3Tst Regiment of Light Dragoons passed through Kendal, and 
encamped in Miller Fields. The papers say that "little is heard but drums 
and fifes, and little seen but scarlet coats with glittering armour." 

There is a pood story told to tlic effect th:it Bonaparte and Marshall Soult 
were considering as to the best part of our coast on which to land the French 
trrtops, the Emperor believing that Morecanibe Hay was the most suitable. 
Soult, however, replied " Hut we should be opposed by that devil of a Colonel 
Maude and the Kendal Volunteers." The story went on to say that thence- 
forth any idea of invading England was given up. 

- ^ ^ A good stone house towards the bottom of the street bears 

date on a stone ^^^^ for James Fell, a surgeon, who 

lived there. A Qqjtain Ha>^arth built the large house, with the bold flight 
of stone steps at the south-east corner. Here Samuel Gawith lived, and died 
during his mayoralty, October 9th, 1865, aged 49. 
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, ^ ^ X described under the Presbyterian Chapd, the Rev. 

InddpenddBts. 

MacQuhae seceded from that body on principles of church 
government in X772t with several of the congr^;ation, and for a time 
worshipped in ** The Fold,'* Stricklandgate. 

In 17H1, wlit-n Lowther Stirc i \\as oprned (or New Street, subsc- 
(jueiitly became known in consiqnrncu oi tlie town s dislike to the name of 
Lowther), a new rli.i]iel was erected here, capable of sentinL; 400 persons, and 
tu d September 12th, 1781. In 1S15 a subscription of £2o^) was raised tqt 
idtcring the seats, and erecting a gallery. 

From 1826 to 1861 the Rev. D. Jones was minister, and during his 
ministry, in i8z8, the building was re-fronted. So great was the anxiety of the 
congregation to obtain seats to listen to this remarkable preacher, that for 
some time before the doors were opened, numbers gathered together to await 
on the door-step. Sunday after Sunday the assembly overflowed into the 
schooolroom, and slits were made in the dividing wall so that they also could 
hear his excellent discourses. 

In 1886 the interior was cotnpletely renovated, and the straight-backed 
pews removed for the more comfortable ones now in use. 

The Sunday School was one of the first in Kendal, originating in 1789, 
only nine years after Robert Ratkes founded the Sunday School system, and 
in 18x2 a branch of the London Missionary Society was established. The 
school was begun in a large vestr)' upon a part of the ground wtere the 
schoolroom now stands, which was formerly a slate yard. Between 1820 and 
1825, John Crosby was the superintendent, and his successors were Richard 
and Thomas Greenhow. The present premises were built in 1829, and during 
the time the building operations were being carried on the scholars were 
taught in the bottom of the chapel, where the vestibule now is» and they also 
sat th^ during service on seats specially erected for them. 

^ , A ircneral meeting was held at the Town Hall, Lancaster, on the 
Canal. 

7th of February, 1792, to take into consideration the propriety of 
entering into a subscription for !naking the proposed canal. " Resolved 
unanimously that a subscription b< entered into for obtaining an Act of 
Parliament to carry the said canal into execution and for defraying all 
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expcii'^es injces.siiry for complt^ting the same." Immediately after the meeting 
it was announced that the subscriptions amounted to £247,800. 

An Act was immediately obtained for makint^ the canal navig;able from 
Kendal, by way of Lancastir and Preston, to go through the great coal 
districts, near ( horley and \\ if^an, and to join the canals in the ?outli of 
Lancashire : its principal design being to carry south, limestone and slate, and 
t<i retni n w itti coals. It was opened for n.ivigation on the i8th of June, 1819 
(the anniversary of the \ icton»- of Waterloo), and was looked upon as an event 
causing a new era to the trade of Kendal. 

At an early hour in the niorninir flacks were hoist( <l on the Town Hall, 
Castle, Churrh Steeple, Canal Wardionscs. and \'ari(jus other plaees, and a 
general imstle per\aded the entire town, hnsinL-s^ was suspended, sliops closed, 
and every one seemed anxious to witness the pleasing and novel spectacle. 

Scver,il pieces of cannon were procured for the occasion and stationed on 
the Castle Hill and in Cliapel Close on the oiijxisite side of the valley, and 
these ccjntinued tf) tire at intervals during the inirrning. At nine o'clock the 
Corporation and ^'entlernen of the town, preceded by a banti and a Jiarty of 
special constables, walked in jirocession down to the canal basin, and embarked 
on board the Corporation barge, accompanied l)v a Iar_L,'e party of ladies. 
Another Ixjat, fit up for the occasion, and dcnonnn;ited the "extra bar^e." was 
also filled with gaily-attired occupants, and at last a start was in.ade at 10-15, 
the boats being drawn down the canal amidst the ringing of bells and firing of 
cannon. Hincaster tunnel (378 \ards long) was reached at twelve o'clock, 
and Crooklands at one o'clock, where the party awaited the arrival of the 
Lancaster contingent, five trading boats of Messrs. Hargreaves. Welch & Co., 
and three packet boats. There were several bands of music, and each boat 
hoisted an appropriate flag. The full aquatic procession of sixteen boats then 
returned northwards, arriving back at the basin at five o'clock, amidst the 
hu22as of, it was ODnjectured, 10,000 people, who literally covered the Castle 
Hillside. Naturally the evening was spent with excellent dinner parties at 
the Town Hall to which 120 sat down at the ** King's Arms," and elsewhere, 
and a ball, at which some hundred ladies and gentlemen attended, teiminated 
the festivities of the day. 
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Its length from Kendal to its southern ternLiruLti' in at WVsthoughton, 
including a connecting railroad of five miles from Preston to Clayton Green, 
is nearly 76 mile?, of which course nearly nine miles is navigated by the 
Leeds and Livcrfiool Company, between Whitle-le-Wwds and W'igan. The 
fall from Kendal to the mid-level is 65 feet, and the rise from thence, on the 
southern side is 222 feet. It cros<;es the Lime at Lancaster by a stupendous 
aqueduct, passes a tunnel 378 yards long at Hincaster. and ia fed by a large 
reservriir of 150 acres, near Kiilington, five miles east of Kendal, and its cost 
amounted to above ;^6oo,ooo. 

^ , nw I. These works were built bv the Corporation likewise 10 
Canal W oPKc 

1819. 



Castle Mills. 

2685. 



The old ititUs were probably built for grinding com for the 
CastlCf as we know that a matt house was added to them in 



From the NevcaiUe Journal for November ist, 1755, I extract the 
following: — ^**To be Let to farm, For any Term exceeding twenty-one Years, 
at Sergeant Chambers's, Innholder in the Fish Market in Kendal, on Friday 
the 14th of November 1755, to enter at Martinmas 1756, Casti-E Mills 
belonging to the Corporation of Kendal aforesaid, consisting of one large 
convenient Malt-Kiln, with Lead Cistern, and suitable Granaries ; also one 
drj ing Kiln for Oats, &c., one pair of Grey Stones for grinding Oats, two 
Boulting Mills, one Crush Mill, three Snuff Mills, four Friring Mills, one 
Fulling Stock for Milling Leather, Hemp, &c„ one good Dwelling House, <Mie 
new built Bam, Stable, and other suitable Outhouses, two Closes by 
Computation eight Acres of exceeding good Land, with all other Appurten- 
ances and privileges, now under Farm to James Wilson. Any person minding 
to view the premises, may in mean Time, apply to Joseph Symson and Robert 
Dixon, the Chamberlains of the said Corporation. Further particulars will be 
exhibited at the Time of letting." 

Also from the Cumberland Paeqyet for August 25th, 1790 : — ** Deaths. A 
few days ago, at the Castle Mills, near Kendal, in the 77th year of his age, 
William Pennington, formerly a veiy eminent miln-wright ; not more r^azded 
for his ingennity by those who were enabled to judge of bis abilities, than 
esteemed for the integrity of his conduct by all who knew him.** 
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The old buildings were taken down in 1805, and for many years after 
there was to be seen the n mains of an arch which formed part of the stmctiire. 
Stramonfifate mill becoming too small for increasing trade, William Braithwaite 
and Son and Isaac and William Wilson besought the Corporation to erect a 
larger mill, which was accordingly done in 1806, but considerably more to the 
north-west than the old mill. In the year 1854 they were purchased for 3^5,000 
by Messrs. J. J. and W. Wilson, who converted the place into a woollen mill, 
and applied steam power, the ficst in the district. 

_ ^, , ^ Near to where Castle Lodge now is, was the **Non mi 
Oftsila Lodtfa. 

Recotda,*' which we find in the CumberhHd Piquet for 
June i8th, 1782, advertised to be sold as follows : — 

Common Garobn, Kendal. 

To b« sold by Auction, upon the premises on Friday ihc 26th Day of July 178a; the coramoa 
garden. late belonging to Alexander Deary deceased, which a fnchold, aod ooly subject to a 
pepper Corn yearly on Demand, pIcaiaoUy ntnaled on the Bail Side of the River Kent, 
■4ioininf to the Townot Kend*l, in the County of Wcitiaoriand, containing near Five Acres 
(Statute lleaente) of very fertile Ground, with a convenient Dwelling*IIou«e, which hu been 
long used as an Inn or public-house and well accostomed and is in good repair, Krew-house, 
Seed-shop, Stable, Hay-loft, and other appurtenances hereunto belonging. The Oarflen is 
well ff-ncfd and watered and planted with Varietv of Choice Fruit Trees, and ha<5 ilitrein a 
Flower Garden, or Nursery, and Hot beds, and a great many beautitui Walk^ and Arbours, 
laid out in Taste, and in complete Order. For farther particulnrt apply to Mr. Patrick, 
Linen-draper or Mr. Poitlekhwaite, Attorney in Kendal. 

Again in the same paf>er for December 28th, 1784, I find it advertised by 
Thomas Greenhow to let as " all that ancient Common Garden, consisting of 4 
Acres, bowling green and dwelling house thereunto belonging, now and for 
many years past, used as a public house." It was again sold in public sale on 
the 20th day of June, 1788. 

_ These almshouses were built at a cost of fA.z'iO, 

and handsomely endowed by the late John Sleddall 
" in commemoration of Her Majesty's Jubilee " in 1887. The endowment 
fund stands now at ;^I7,350. 

Sohool of Art. schools were built in 1870 upon the site of the old 

Industrial Schools, which were founded in 1799 by George 
Braithwaite in conjunction with Dr. Briggs. In 18x2 Jane Emerson 
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bequeathed the sum of £2^ X2s, for the support of this institution, and in 1814 
John Postlethwaite left the sum of ^^250 for the same purpose. The schools 
met at first in an old building down Yard 39, Highgate, but with the help of 
these legacies, together with about £i$o raised by voluntary subscription, the 
trustees were enabled to obtuin these premises in the year X827. John Dawson 
was the first writing master, being assisted by Billy Curwen. 

Here from 200 to 300 children were accommodated. The three large 
rooms were in charge of three different teachers, the lower or knitting school 
portion being at one time under the rare of an elderly lady, familiarly called 
"Betty Slec." On the upper llixjr was the sewing school, under the care of 
another a^nd lady, called " Hetty Richardson, " and the third room, which was 
over the lart;e committee ronni, was the reading, writing, and arithmetic 
school. The children atfen<li tl their classes of one hour's duration, and 
devoted the rest <>f the <.la\ to tlu> knitting and sewing business on the House 
of Industry principle. The >ri)res of pairs of stockings which were turned out 
evcrv' week used on cert lui days tn he scoured and put upon stocking boards, 
and leant against the street walls in a line running the full-length from the 
Friends' Meeting H<)u>e to the schnt)] itself. When well dried they were 
packed up and sent oft to the virions markets at home and abroad, which 
helped to make Kmdal famous in those days as being one of the headquarters 
of the stocking-knittmg business. The sewing school devoted itself to making 
black and green checked ginghatii frocks and under-clothing for the towns- 
people, who i>aid them well for their work, the school being in repute for 
the marvellous neatness of stitching of wristbands and fronts. From a 
lack of funds, the trustees were obliged to close the schools about the year 
1847. 

The School for Science and Art was opened on Monday, September 5th, 
1870, and in the evening there was a public meeting in the Town Hall to 
celebrate the movement. 

_ „ . The owners of the Castle granted the whole of Tenteriiolme 

OOOM ilollII€l< 

to be a possession for ever to the diearmen dyers. The 
higher part of this ground, now known as Thomey Hills, once joined the 
island. At what time the race near Stramongate Bridge was formed, or the 
weir built opposite the new road, we have no information, but Goose Holme 
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is first mentioned in the churchwarden's bonks for 1713, when a bushel and 
half of sand was got from there to roughcast the church with. 

The Coart atting on March the 22nd, X7X4t held that this land was open 
to free pasture, together with Dob Freer, Tenter Holme and Thomey Hills. 
Again in the report of a law suit raised by the action taken by John Ireland to 
enclose for his own use this piece of ground, I extract the following : — 

"Goose Holme belongs to the Cnrporatinti of Kendal, as Conservators for the inhabitants, 
who have common right, from immemorial usa^e, of pasture, of drying and bleaching dothei 
Upon the Holme, and of procuring sand from the river. Ireland, it wan stated, had made 
encnaebincBia lime yean unc« upon the Holme; but the Corporation, having cog niMWce of 
the foct, proceeded in a body to the epoi, aod iheie, aMerting the public right, caoaed poait 
to be eel up for the nee of the inhabitanto, in diyiog their linen &c.'* 
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IX. 

Stramongate 

AND 

Liongpool. 



StffMun-inoaiid-i^tt, m» named bj re«aon pf an emlMuikiiiaiit 
made along iha river to pravant, aa far aa poialblai thia lower 
pmxi of the town being flooded. Aocordtng to Speed's Plan (1614) 
it was at that time oalled Stramaa'e-gate. 

Longpool has also doubtless obtained its name from the same 
liability to be flooded. 
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Note. — The odd numbers are all on the southern and the even numbers on tlie 

northern side of the street. 



^ Bdbn Kent Lane was widened the old houBe that stood at the 
eastern corner projected some six feet or more on to the Stramongate 
pavement. It was heet that Jemniah Foster lived, at least when he was at 
home, for, being a postman, he carried His Majesty's Royal Mail to Sedbergh 
every otho' day, and returned to assist his wife, who kept a grocer's store here» 
on each alternate day. 

Ho. 2 ^PP^^^* comer of Brantbwaite Brow, there used formerly to 
be an inn known by the sign of " The King's Head." We know that 
it existed in the year 1796, but little more is known until we find it sold by 
public auction on December 23rd, 1850, together with all the " household 
furniture, brewing vessels, and innkeeper's stock-in-trade." The following 
year the house was set back, and the corner rounded ofif in connection with the 
Branthwaite Brow improvements* 

jj,^ ^ Here at the beginning of this century John Coward hvcd. He and 
his wife were noted characters. Conservative to the backbone, and 
tenacious of all the ancient habits and customs of their forefathers. Nothing 
would induce them to conform to modern notions, or dispense with their 
wooden trenchers, fruui which until the last they ate their meals upon. 

^ „ , Unfortunately we have no information whatever about 
Don Horse Inn. 

this inn, although I have bunted carefully through the 
local newspapers nothing can he found for good or ill. The initials J.A. on the 
leaden spout head rdier to John Archer a previous landlord. A curious 
ittstanceof^uiet unreported history. 
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Ailjoining, however, we rome to a house which is full of ancient 
history, and every portion of its quaint exterior and delightful gable 
seem to breathe a tale of the olden days and of the lives of those who dwelt 
within. It W.1S the town house of the Hellinj^hams of Burneside and Levens. 
In tlu; time of ( leorf^'e II. the front and premises on the right hand of the yard 
behind were all una, communicatini^' toL^cther by a paved hail, and at that 
early date the premises were recorded as being 300 years old. 

John Broadbent, of London, and a descendant of the Bellinghams, com- 
pletely restored the premises in the year 1863, and inserted an oak tablet in 
the gable containing the Bellingham arms with the inscription " Baron of 
K. K., 1544." Unfortunately a recent owner has removed almost all the 
interesting portions of the interior, together with many curios once collected 
together in the gable room. But there still can be seen two well carved 
oaken chimney pieces, a carved cupboard door bearing the arms of the 
Bdlinghams with the date 1774, and another small cupb<»rd door in the back 
premises bearing the initials and date " B.N. 1646.** 

_ The next is Badenock's Yard, which to the street has now a 

modern shop front. Badenock was a Scotchman, and had left the 
" land o' cakes and brither Scot " to become gardener at Levens Hall. After 
retiring he came to live here. Two Scotch drovers, when driving their cattle 
up Stramongate one day, happened to see this worthy " brither " standing at 
his door, when one of them cried to the other, " Aye, Sawney, there's great 
Will Badenock. wha com awa wit' moon leet, stanan there ! " Agnes Harker, 
a sister of Captain Cooke, the celebrated navigator," lived in the yard for 
many years, and died there April 27th, 1822, aged 96. 

This house was formerly an inn known as the ** Black Bull," but in 
3ome deeds dating 1733 and 1755 I find it under the sign of the 
L5ail Head," and in a deed dating 1777 the house appears to have been 
discontinued as an inn. 

Upon the other side of the entry was the "White Sergeant Ion." 

It is said to have been the rendezvous of the Press-gang during the 
times of the French Wars, and was popularly known as the " randy-vow/* 
Here also the Working Men's Institute was first established, and where the 
Chartists held their meetings. 
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M(K 18. '™"***^**®^y opposite the " White Sergeant," and where Baron's 
original reed manufoctory once stood, was the " Shoulder of Mutton 
Inn," a sign which was afterwards changed to the "Recruiting Sergeant" 

public-house. 

„ , . , It would seem that this part of Stiamongate was 
Mason s Arms Inn. , , , . . , , , . . t. 

almost as thirsty as Kirkland, for adjoiomg the 

" Shoulder of Mutton *' we find this inn bearing for its sign the '* Mason's 

Anns." 

The house, together with Nd. 22. was formerly an ancient residence 
known as Ralphford Hall, and Thomas Gibson in i777 chnrgpd the premises 
with a guinea per annum to the Sandes Hospital. Hero in 1S22 the Licensed 
Victuallers held a meetin^^ to protest against the trade being thrown open, and 
that no license should bo withdrawn without a trial by jury. By goinj^ down 
Yard No. 2.\ and looking back upon the (juaint gable, one can tjet a good idea 
of what the old building resembledj before it was so intolerably modernized 
in front. 

2^ Crossing the road again to the southern side we come to the old 
family residence of the Wilson £uxiily« It was in the possession of 
Isaac Wilson when Prince Charlie passed through in 1745, and the officers 
were quartered here. 

There is a good stor^' told how that at dinner one of them called out for 
some mustard to be brought, whereupon a poor Highlander, ignorant of its 
nature, helped himself tn a pood spoonful, which he at once put into his 
mouth. Fancying himself poisoned, he drew his sword, and would have cut 
the serving man down had not the other officers interfered. A part of the 
repast consisted of raised meat pies, which were speedily emptied of their 
contents, and then arose a cry " Fill up the walls again." 

The late Alderman J. J. Wilson sa\s that the house has to all practical 

purposes been rc-built since those days, seeing that it has had a new front, 

new back, new roof, a large central chimney stack removed, and most of the 

floors re-laid. In the yard behind, however, there is still to be seen a 

W. 

leaden cistern bearing the initials and date I. S. for John and Sarah Wilson. 

1781. 
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^ Unfortunately I have practically nothing to record concerning this 
most delightful old bntlding, with its central gable. Upon pages 
165 and 166 I have already gone pretty fully into the subject of that wonderful 
cure-all, the Quakeress's Black Drop, and here in this shop window for a long 

THE 

Original 




Drop 



time was displayed the poster, as illustrated, announcing that Hannah 
Backhouse sold over the counter her " Original Black Drop '* from a seccet 
recipe known only to herself. 

^. , Down Yard No. 27 there is an ancient building, 

Ronma OathoUo Ohapel. ' . , 

tneusuring 19 by 10 yards, which immediately 
strikes one's attention. At present it is a warehouse wherein Mr. Hunter 
stores his antiijue furniture, but in reality it is the old Roman Catholic 
Chajiel which became disused when that body built their new chapel in 
1837 upon the New Road. 

After the time of Thomas Maynes, who was Vicar of Kendal from 1520 
to I534» there appears to have been no regular Roman Catholic priest at 
Kendal for some 200 years. Whilst the Penal Laws against Roman Catholics 
were on the Statute Book, we find by a reference to the Parish Church 
registers that a Roman Catholic marriage took place on the '* 31st May, 1739, 
between John Borwick and Dorothy Jackson, both of Kendal, married by a 
' Papist Priest.* " Another entry appears as follows : — 1745, April 23ni, 
Thomas Coupland and Eliza Holme married by a Papist Priest, Mr. Bams.** 
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Another entry, bat in the burial register, is as follows : — " 1761, Septem. 
6th, Rev. Mr. James Gandy, of Kirkland, Papish Priest." Probably he lived at 
the last hoase on the west side of Milnthorpe Road, which tradition says has 
been a house where Mass was celebrated in secret. 



These entries re- 
late most likely to 
the founders of the 
present Roman 
Catholic Mission, at 
all events we find the 
first mention of a 
separate chapel in 
the year 1793. It 
seems at first to have 
been little more than 
a disused warehouse, 
but in that year the 
Rev. Robert John- 
son, of Dodding 
Green, transformed 
or re-built it into a 
chapel. On the 
fi»nt of the gallery 
can stiU be seen the 

inscription : — in - tym pano - et- choro - in -chordis-et-organo-laudate-domi- 
Muu, taken evidently from Psalm 150, v. 4, " Laudate eum in tympano et 
choro ; laudate eum in chordis et organo." 

This Robert Johnson followed Father James Gandy, and resigned in the 
year 1792, when he was followed by the Rev. Thomas Wilkinson, who had 
been his curate for five years. The living was then only worth £20 a year. 
With indomitable energy VV^ilkinson sucoti clrd in raising a church orchestra 
of string and wind instruments, and it is said that Kendal was the second town 
in England to form a Roman Catholic choir. Aft^ r sixty-five years* faithful 
service Father Wilkinson retired in 1851. The Rev. James Gibson succeeded; 
his holy life and strong faithfulness to bis duty made him revered by all who 
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came to know him, and Kendal sustained a great loss when on the iith 
Januaiy, 1895, in his 78th year, he quietly passed away. As Chaucer says:— 

" To drawrn folk to Hcven by fairnesBe, 
And good example was his bestnesse." 

The Rev. William Stephenson is now the priest in charge. The baptismal 
register commences in the year 1742. The entries are made in a curious way, 
merely an entry of birth, although in reality no doubt th^ were meant to 
stand for baptism. The entries were thus made to avoid detection, as it was 
not then Ic^jal for a papist priest to perform any sacerdotal function. Extend- 
int; over twenty-one years, there are only twelve baptisms in all, which proves 
how small in number Roman Catholics were at that time. 

For some time after the disuse of the old building it held the Museum of 
the Kendal Literary and Scientific Society until its removal to Stricklandgate. 

The foundatiun stone of the prest- nt chapel was laid on October 27th, 
^^35' t>y W. C. Strickland, and the building was opened for sennce on the 
13th day of September, 1S37. It is dedicated to the Holy Trinity and St. 
George, and within a canO(Med niche is a fine sculptured piece, representing 
St. George and the Dragon, from the chisel of Thomas Duckett. who also 
embelished the chancel with statues of our Redeemer, the Blessed Virgin, 
St. Mary Magdalene, and St. George. The interior of this sacred edi&ce gives 
the impression of a strange admixture ; common in its seating accommodation, 
but decidedly impressive in its chancel. Tht altar and screen, raised up upon 
a flight of steps, are splendidly executed and elaborately ornamented in stucco, 
the latter being a composition of recesses, with statues, and the former 
bearing on its front an emblematical figure of the lamb, together vnth two 
angels in the attitude of prayer. Both are painted and gilded in the 
continental style. 

At the back of all is a three light window. The centre light represents 
the founder of the new church, Ke\ . Thomas Wilkinson, in the presmcc of 
St. Cuthht i t, the patron nf the diocese ^represented in the first compartment), 
oflering the church to our Lord. Our Lord blesses the offering;, and places it 
under the care of St. Gofirt^'p. the patron of the church, who is represented 
in the right band compartment. 



I 
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Another window, by Hardman, in the north-east corner, is to the memory 
of D^n Gibson. The upper portion represents ** The Good Shepherd/' the 
middle Our Lord giving his charge to St. Peter," *' Feed My Sheep ! '* and 
the lower portion represents the dean in red vestment in the attitude of prayer. 
The light over the vestry door to the south represents St. Joseph, and is to the 
memory of tlie Ellison family; and that over the door to the north represents 
St. Ann teaching her daughter the Virgin, and is to the memory of the 
Denver family. 

Amongst other fine stained windows, the one bequeathed by the Ellison 
family as a memorial to the late Father Gibson, in the south aisle, is the glory 
of the place. The most magniiiceiit piece of coloured glass and stained work 
that Kendal can boast; too good by for the dark comer in which it is 
placedk 

Thv pulpit cacne out of the old church, and is said to ha\'e been the gift 
of the Rvv. Father Johnson. There are also two pieces of carved oak panels 
worthy of close attention, one placed in the pulpit side, and another at the 
west end of the southern aisle. The new side altar is also a beautiful piece of 
oak work, from Bcyaert of Bruges, and one cannot leave the building without 
a wish that our Protestant churches of Kendal would feel more than they have 
done in the past that the best and most beautiful of human art should be 
dedicated to the Temple of God. The " Lamp of Sacrifice" is not brilliant 
in our church buildings of to-day. 

The Sunday School was started by the Rev. Thomas Wilkinson, and was> 
taught by a Mrs. Littleton in a cottage in the yard. A£tet hor death, I bdieve, 
there was an interval of some fifteen years, after which time Thotnas Duckett, 
the noted sculptor, recommenced the work. 

mi OA ^ oe The three substantial houses that project somewhat forward 
No. 31 to So. 

were built by the Rev. Father Johnson at the end of the 
XVI 11"' century, and they became the property of each successive Bishop of 
the Diocese. 

QI1moii% PlMe. to the east is Gibson's Place, which was formed 

in the year 1782, when New Street was opened out, but 
with the exception of the front, it was almost entirely re-built by Edward 
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Gilnion, a builder, in 1812. The late Dean Gibson, who purchased the 
piL^perty in 1857, made some considerable alterations. The doorway to his 
residence he removed to the other side, which is now only a few yards from 
the vestry of the church. On the railed verandah in front he erected a glass 
house for his plants, and the garden was extended to the new iron rails 
erected in a line with those In front of the church. He also obliterated the 
stone looking to the river, which had the inscription : — 

GIBSON S PLACE. 
1812. 

By the generosity of Dean Gibson, trees were planted along the New Road 
in December, 1858. 

NOb 80. crossing the road, we come to the house which was for a short 
time a tavern known as the "Queen Victoria," established about the 

year 184a 

__ - -k- These houses were re-constructed or re- built at the close 

If oa. 89 Mid 84. 

of the XVI 1 1"* century, when " Squire Hoggarth," a 
weaver by trade, was the proprietor. On the frontage there is a beautiful 
specimen of a leaden rain-water spout head, which bears the date 1780. Here 
William Sleddall for a long time carried on a school until his death in 1813. 

_ ^ > a 11 At foot of Black Hall Croft, we come to what was in 
the XVI 1 1*** century the town house of Jacob Morland, 
of Capperthwaite Hall. It is supposed to have been the first house erected in 
Kendal with proper plans, specification, and contract* Afterward it became 
the first County Court Office, when John Smith Wilson was registrar, and in 
the square behind there is still to be seen one of those long Westmorland 
windows, for which this town at one time was so noted. 

St. George's Hall was built tn the year 1879. 

After passing tlic front of the lane, there is a capital house, with 
double tlight of sti ps, occupied at one time by Edmund Tatham, 
surgeon, and since by the late John Farrer. It stands upon the site of an earlier 
house occupied by 'i hoinas (jihson. of the tirm of Gibson and Cough, which 
was taken down in 17S6, and after being rebuilt it became the house where 
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was first established the Maude, Wilson and Crewdson Bank, founded simul- 
taneously with the Wakefield Bank on the ist of.January. t7<S8. In 1792 the 
business was i eni .\ cd to No. 69, Highgate, which was purposely erected for it. 
The partnership between Joseph Maude, Christopher Wilson, and Thomas 
Crewdson, of Kendal, bankers, und(?r the firm of Maude, Wilson, and 
Crewdson, was dissolved, by the death of Thomas Crewdson, in the year 1795. 
The business was then carried on by Joseph Maude, Thomas Holme Maude. 
Christopher Wilson, Christopher Wilson, jun., and William Dillworth 
Crewdson, nnder the firm of Maude s, Wilson*?, and Crewdson. This co- 
partnership was dissolved by mutual consent on the ^ist dav of December, 
1801 ; and the business was then conducted by Thomas F^olme Maude, 
Christopher Wilson, Christopher Wilson, jun., and William Dillworth 
Crewdson, under the firm of Maude, Wilsons and Crewdson. 

Finally, it became amalgainated with the Wakefield Bank in 1840, under 
the style of " The Kendal Bank.'* But to letttra to this house, we find it 
became after this the readence of Robert Dixon, an eminent tanner, who 
caused the spacious hall, it is said, to be made for exercise, as he was a martyr 
to the gout. 

Natf*a Heftd ■■m. ^''^^'^'^ ^> rebels " The Galloway coming 

out of the Bog," was tenanted by Thomas Tate in 

June, 1854. 

To return again to the south side. The Temperance Hotel that 
now is and the premises behind were tenanted earlier by Samuel 
Crewdson, liosier, then by John Gaskarth & Sons, linsey inauufacturers, and 
subsequeiill} by John Johnson, hosier, who took into partnership John 
Thompson. When they dissolved partnership, the firm became known as 
Johi^ Thompson & Sons ; and the last of the family of that Dame to reside in 
Kendal, and who twice served the office of Mayor, was the late fames 
Thompson, of Singleton Park. At the back there is another old Westmorland 
window. 

The bouse that sets back is of a very ancient date, and when John 
Todd made his plan in 1787 there was between this house and that 

of Thomas Crewdson's, No. 53, a very wide entry, which led into the yard 

where their warehouses were. 
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Mo. 68 ^" earlv deeds (about \6qo) of this house there is a plan 

drawn, f4i\:n^ it tht name of "The Cross House," and where it is 
shown as projectinj^ out across the pavement as far as the present kerbstone. 
It passed from Herbert to Thomas Gibson in 1710. from Thomas Gibson to 
John Wilson in 1764, and was then described as situated " in Lierlian Street, 
commonly called Stramongate ; " and from John Wilson to Thomas Crewdson 
in 1779, who carried on an extensive hosier}' business close by. The long stair- 
case window, measuring 33 feet by 2 feet g inches, is the best specimen that 
we now have of the old Westmorland windows. 

When the house was re-bailt in 1792 it was set bock to its ptesent 
frontage, and the high wall of the banal ground adjoiningp which also extended 
out to the kobstone, waslilcemae at this time set back in a line with <he new 
building, thus leaving many a grave below the present pavement. To 
compensate, as it were, for the ground thus taken, the Lord of the Manor 
granted permission for the burial ground to extend backwards as fax as the 
New Road, and one can see to-day the junction on the west side wall where 
this extension has taken place. 

J . m> ^ w» Those who are fortunate enough to possess a 

Fdenda* Meeting House. r • ^ , ... 

copy of John Todd s plan will taere see a 

good plan of the original Friends* Meeting House, constructed about 1688* and 

which, when taken down, was found to have been built with clay, instead of 

lime mortar. On the door was discovered the date 1688, and it is probable 

that the Society was introduced into the town by George Fox about 1645. As 

confirmatory to this date of building, I would refer to the Inscription which 

was scratched upon a cottage window pane in reference to the height of a 

flood, as given on page 22. 

The illustration on next page, shows the steps that led up from Yard 59 
to the gallery of the chapel over a portion of the caretaker's house. 

The burial ground most also have been in use in these eariy days, as we 
find that one of the preachers is recorded to have been buried here on the 24th 
day of Septemb«, 1743. As I have just intimated, the ground was enclosed 
on the Stramongate side by a high wall and large folding gates, over yAAA a 
few aged trees reared their beads as guardians of the portal* 
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The present building was erected in the year 1815, nearly on the same 
site, to accommodate 1,200 people. 

The Sunday School 
was first started in 
■the Meeting House 
about the year 1830, 
bat the classes be- 
came discontinued in 
1859. Soon after 
another attempt was 
made, with little 
better success, for we 
find that the school 
again dwindled away 
about 1856. How- 
ever, in February, 
1859, the scheme was 
resuscitated, the boys 
meeting in a room in 
the Black Hall Croft, 
and the girls in the 
Meeting House. Two 
years later the boys 
moved to a room on the New Road opposite to J. Ireland & Co.'s works, and 
from this time the classes seetned gradually to grow, insomuch that in the 
year 1869 and 1875 mure rooms in the same building had to b<j added. At 
last Stramongate Hall was built in i*S8o to accommodate both sexes, and the 
school has ever since increased in usefulness* 




Mo. 60 to 60. 



Oo the northern side of the road there is now a pot shop, 

where Dr. Longmire resided v^en Mayor in the years 1855 
and 1861. The house has been re-built upon the site, as some say, of the old 

Cross House. 

The plaster and painted house adjoining occupies the nte where Jonathan 
Dawson, hosier, and Mayor in 1787-8, lived. Next house but one to this also 
lived another worshipful hosier, the genial John Snart, Mayor in 1793, and 
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again in 1807, before it was re-built. The pn^>attes ate ooopled together, as 
it would appear that moat, if not all the hosiers, occupied places in Stramon* 
fnate. Suart^s bouse, when taken down in 1815, was found, like the old Friends' 
Meeting House, to have been built with clay. 

_ . « . - - « For more than two centuries; since it<5 foundation in 
Frimd* Dajj Soliool. 

1698, the Friends' School has played an active and 
conspicuous part in the educational history of Kendal. The following minute 
was made at a quarterly meeting of the Friends, held in Kendal, in November, 
1697 : — '* This meetting haveing had under their consideration ye erecting of 
A scooll for ye Education of their children and have Agreed yt Kendall may be 
ye place for one yeare, J. Blayklinge is desired speedily to write to Christr : 
Win and give him account of what is here Agreed upon, and yt £ifi per Ann. 
be assured to ye Srooll master." Thinc^s innvrd slowly in those days, posts 
were infrequent, men did not f^reatU hurrv themselves, so that it was not till 
January, 1698, that the preliminary arrangements were made and the school 
was in operation. 

The first master was John Jopson. In 1706 the school had so well 
increased that an assistant master was engaged at £1^^ a ) ear. The school 
premises adjoined the Meeting House on the south side. About the year 1715 
Thomas Rebanks succeeded Jopson, and in 1728 a boarding school was 
established by him in connection with the day school. For full fifty years this 
worthy man held the position. 

Here is a copy of a school bill in those days: — 

TriMtees to Richard Willan. Dr. 

To Boarding ft Schooliog for Lanc'lot Willan. 

£ *. d. 

N.B.— The last paymt discharged to 20th, 4th Month, 1734, tince wbich 

to 20th, roth Month, 1734, One \ year 400 

To iTth. iKt Month, 1735, Wn. he left, ti weeks and upwarils more ^ i 14 o 

Vulvar Arithmetic 10^ Merah* Accompta £x it' ^ ^ ^ i 11 o 

Firinj; at home & school Oil lamp black 4d. ^ o I 10 

Worsted and I'hread for a long season ^ O I O 



Keced of James Wilaon the Contents 
of this Nota tn fall by me 

ThoB. Rebanlw. 



Kendal, 14th 3rd Month, 



£7 7 10 
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When the Pretender's following passed through Kendal, the tail of it was 
lodged in poor Rebank's hoase, which they fairly well ransacked, making it 
difficult for our pedagogue even to retain his watch and silver buckles by the 
which he set great store. 

Soon after his retirement, the committee reorganised the foundation of 
the school on broader principles, and erected the present building in the year 
1772 upon a pwtion of the Biyan Lancastar*8 estate, with the influential 
assistance of the Society of Friends all over England. 

George Bewley, " a man of superior mind and a good classic," followed as 
headmaster. 

Here is a copy of a printed circular addressed by the Friends of Kendal 
to friends generally, on the school of Kendal : — 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OP SCHOOLS AMONGST FKIENDS 

FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUTH 

IN THE VARIOUS BRANCHES OF USEFUL KNOWLBDOB. 

Having repeatedly engaged the Attention of the Yearly Meeting and al^o several 
Quarterly Meetings in this Natiofi, though little hitherto hath in Consequence thereof been 
BBected : And m George Bewley, George and Leoaard Raw, did tametime affo intimate to 
Friends here their Willingness to unite in this aaeful EiDplojrment, provided a House was 
Erected convenient for the purpose : We took the Matter under our icrious Consideration, 
and having had Convincing proofs of their suitable Qualifications for the Undertaking, in the 
Mtitfaetory Eeaayt they have already made among u« in a ecparate Capacity, we tboagbt they 
mcritcH our watmest Encouragement, and we have accordingly Erected a Cap.Tci"!!"; House 
in a retired and healthful part of the Town, which is now finishing with all pussible Expedi- 
tion, divided into four Coromodioue Apartments, which, tho* perfectly distinct, will yet by 
help of Glass in the partitions be under the view of one person; the Expense whereof when 
Completed will amount to about five hundred pounds, for the Di-scharge whereof and the 
purchase ot a Library iur the public iiervice of the School, a Subscription has been opened 
hen, and we have liberally contributed thereto, arrording to our respective Abilities. 

Now as we move opoo principles of general Utility, in making this ample provision, 

having before a House nnorc than Suiricif nt to accommodate the Youth that arc likely to 
arise among ourselves, when taught after the usual Methods : We therefore hope our 
Friends at a Distance in aflBoent or Ba^ Circumstances, lor whose benefit as wtU as our own 
the Institution is Calculated, will generously Contribute toward defraying the Bapense of 
Carrying this beneficial Design into Execution. 

Kendal, the ajrd of the jrd Month, 177a. 

I have before me a prospectus of this school dated 1722, from which I 
extract tiie following t — 
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At Kendal in Westmorland 

Wm lately opened, under the Oireclioo and Management of George Bewley, George and 
Leonard Raw, 

A new large & cointnodious School, in an open, healthiul, and retired Situatioo 
Where Yooth are inatroeted 

In English and Writing at ... ^ 
In Aritfunetic. Latin & French at 
In Gieek & the practical parts of the Mathematics at 
And in the theoretic or Blemetita«y part^ therenf at 

Any Scholar, fur the small Connideration of one shilling a Quarter, may have the perusal 
of a Choke Colleciion of Booln, in the most aerviceable Branchei of Science purposely 
prepared for the Benefit and Utility of the School. 

Boardcfa are received into the Mastert* Honte at per Aan. (ViTashtof and Tea 
excluded). 

The Undertakers, actuated with the warmest Wishes for the promotion of the genettl 
Good of Mankind, in the wcll-conductL-d Education of Youth, are determined to Exert their 
Utmost Abilities, that the Understandings of their pupils may be profitably improved, their 
Mannert juetly formed, and their Utnde made leombly aeqttaiwted with the iatereetiag 
Truths of Christianity. If their Attempt to serve the public meet with Sufficient Approba- 
tion and Encoiiraf^enient, they will procure a Suitable Apparatus for Experimt'nral philoiophy, 
proper Instruments fur Astronomical Observations, able Atisistants in other usctui Branchei 
of Knowledge and whatever else may contribute to render the iMtitotion more Biteoeifdy 
beneficial* 

Bewlcy retired in 1785, when the appointment of Jonathan and John 
Dalton, as joint successors to their cousin, was announced, and the school 
must ever remain famous for their connnection with it. 



£ a. d*\ by the Tear 

„ I 10 0! and 

2 2 o I five Shillings 

3 i 01 tipon 

4 4. of Admisaiofb 



Here is an extract bom their ckcolar 



Boarding School, 

Kctulal, January i6th, 17S7. 

Jonathan and John Dalton take this Method of informing their Friends and the public, 
that they have lately taken and furnished a eommodioos House in Kendal, fit for the 
Reception of a pretty large Family, with an Intention f taking Youth to Boird, and be in- 
structed in all or any of the fullowmg Branches of Learning, vis.: — English, Latin, Greek, 
and French, also Writing, Antbmetic, Merehanta' Accompts, and tiie several parts of pare 
and mixed Matbcroatica specified beneath. 



Geometry 

Trigonometry 
Navigation 
Geography 
Use of the Globe 



Mensuration 

Surveying 

Gauging 

Algebca 

Plaxtons 



Conic Flmtioiu 

Astronomy 
Projection 
Dialing 
Optics 



Perspective 
Mechanics 
Pneumatics 
Hydnetaties 
HydraaMcSi I 
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Board, exclusive of Washing, per AttOOm 
English and Writing ^ ^ . 

Arithmetic, Merchants* Aeeoroptt, Lntin, and French . 
Greek and the Mathematics ^ ^ . 



The Terms are : — 

f a. d, 

««. — 14 o o 

^ I 10 o 

MM* ••••• ft 8 O 

» .... 300 

Those who place Yonth under their Care, may depend upon a carefol and steady atten> 
tion being paid to their Improvement, Health, and Behaviour. 

N.n. — The School House is a large and eleorant Huildinp; purposely erected for the 
Accommodation of Youth, in an agreeable and airy Situation, and has belonging to it a very 
TahiaUe Libraiy of Books, chiefly on ancient and jnodern History, Mathematics, and 
Natural Philosophy, also an Air pump, Olobcs, and several other Philosophical, Mathe* 
mattcal, and Optical Instruments. 

CumbeHani Paequet, January 24th, 1787. 

It was during the twelve years that the illustrious John Dalton served the 
school as a master, that he imhihcd his taste for meteorolofjy, and laid the 
ground work, by watching the fluctuations of onr own climate, of his celebrated 
essay on that subject. He removed to thi Philosophical Institution at 
Manchester in 1793, and there became " the father of modern chemistry," and 
demonstrated the atomic theory, which in physical science ranks next to the 
theory of gravitation. Again in 1815 the connection of Jonathan Dalton with 
the school was severed, when 
Samuel Marshall was ap- 
pointed in his stead, till the 
year 1855, when our honoured 
friend, Alderman Henry 
Wilson, took up the reins for 
Bve years. He was succeeded 
by Heniy Thompson, who 
had the management of the 
school for eighteen years, t.«., 
tUl 1878. 



Yard 66. 



Returning to the 
opposite side of 
the road, I cannot pass by 
without a word of comment 
apon that most choice bit of 
groui)ing that can be seen 
down Yard No. 65. 
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My lilustratiou gives au adcv^uatc interpretation of its charm, fnr the 
soft colouring' of each shapeless stone, enriched by the golden staui of Uine 
and plowinioj beneath the warmth of a mid-day sun, cannot be depicted by 
hard drawn-out lines of black. 



Before this lane was widened and made a continuation 
of the New Road, it was merely a pathway that led 
down to the river-side and on to the tentering ground that lined the river's 
banks, which, as far back as the year 1612, was used by the shearmen dyers 
when Kendal was characterized by Camden to be " lanificii gloria et industna 
precellens." 

»^ The earliest mention that I have c^the house that stood upon this 
Mo. 71. , . , , , - 

site IS a cunous paragraph taken from the CtfifiteWafuf Pacfiut for 

Febniaiy loth, 1795 : — ** On Wednesday last, at Kendal, one William Air^, a 

mason, was engaged for a considerable wager, to run from the town hall to 

Crooklands, being six miles on the Lancaster road, and back again, in the 

space of two hours, wbidi he performed (though the snow was four inches 

deep) with the greatest case in one hour and 35 minutes. It is worthy of 

remark that the said Airey some time ago, repairing the roof of a house three 

stories high, slipped his foot accidentally, and fell upon the pavement, but his 

life was miraculously saved by a mastiff dog that laid there, and happily 

softened his £adl." 

This ancient house at the foot of Stramongate was approached by three 
steps on the main street side» and was the residence of a family of the name of 
Mawson, who were manu&cturers of woollens at Crook Mill. In z8o8, Daniel 
Harrison, wine merchant, under St. George's Chapel, married Miss Betsy 
Cartmell, and here in 1809 was born their only son and heir» Thomas Cartmell 
Harrison, who was student of Caius College, Cambridge. Their eldest 
daughter Jane became the wife of Thomas Harrison, Town Clerk of Kendal, 
and who, after residing with his &ther-in-law for many years at Sand Area 
House, built the mansion at Singleton Park in 1848-9. 

» 

This present building of hewn limestone, which stands upon the site of 
the old Sand Area House, was erected in 1827-8 by D. Harrison, his wiie^ 
it strong masculine woman, being, so it is said, clerk of the works. 
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From the sear 1849 to 1851 it was the residence of W. D. Crowdson, 
who was followed by Robert Braithwaite. Subsequently it was bought by 
Stephen Bruiiskill, who sufTered considerably from the uverflowinp: of the 
river during his residence here, and who ultimately sold the premises to our 
townsman, Mr. James Harrison. 

Messrs. Ireland's mill is perhaps the oldest woollen fectory in Kendal* 
Nathan Gough» father of John Gough, the blind philosopher, and grand&ther 
of Dr. Gough, one of the founders of the Kendal Literary and Scientific 
Sodetyi was partner first with Thomas Gibson, who endowed the Unitarian 
Chapel* and subsequently with John Ireland. On Friday morning, December 
aistt i860, the mill was completely destroyed by fire, and with the large 
amount of manufactured goods represented a loss of some 3^4,000, which was 
fortunately all covered by insurance. The present mill was re-built in x86z. 

^ Here John Gough, Kendal's blind philosopher, was born on the 17th 
day of January, 1757, butsince his day the building has been raised a 
story in height, and has had new sash windows inserted in place of the old 
leaden lights and casements. When John was very young his parents removed, 
it is thought, to the other side of the street — since the " Blue Bell " beerhouse 
— subsequently they w»t to one of the houses, then just built, at the north- 
east comer of Lowther Street, which bears the inscription j^^] (James Fell, 
anigeon). 

On John Cough's marriage in iSoo, he went to reside at Middleshaw, in 
Old Hutton, living there till about 1812, when he built Fowl Ing, where he 
remained till his death, July 28th, 1825, aged 68 years. 

In the recess and adjoining Sand Area Meeting House there once 
listed a public-house called the " White Swan,** much frequented 
by anglers and tanners. 

^ ^ . , Chiefly in consequence of the spread of the Hicksites 

S&nd Area Cnapal. ^ . . . . . . • « 

or Quaker Unitanans, m Amenca and to some small 

extmt here, and also on account of their dissatt^action with the state of 

religion in the various churches and chapels in the town, some ten or twelve 

friends met one Suncky morning at Birklands for the purpose of prayers and 

the breaking of bread. They desired to have a service more simply scriptural 
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and spiritual than anything they could find around them. After holding their 
meetings for a short time at Birklands. they engaged a large front room over 
the shop of Thomas Woof, tea dealer, at No. J5, Highgate. Here they 
remained for a considerable time, until their members increasing, a lai^ 
room became required. This u-as found in a workshop over an open saw-pit, 
close behind the Railway Station, which was fitted up for the purpose, and 
supplied with a baptistry. Several lecturers were brought down to preach 
" The coming of the Lord draweth nigh." The pubUc mind became greatly 
exercised on the question, and large numbers were drawn together in con- 
sequence. To accommodate these assemblies, the White Hall Lecture Room 
had to be rented for the Sunday service*;, and a front room over the bookseller's 
shop of Mrs. Kii h it J Hurgi cav rs, in Lovvlher Street, was secured for the 
Tuesday evening meetings, but this likewise proving too small, the meetmg 
moved to a lar|.;e room formerly the warehouse of Gascoigne Barker, the girth 
manufacturer, up Yard 104 in Highgate. But for the quarterly meetings and 
baptisms the Longpool room still continued to be used, unless many were to 
be baptized at one lune, uhcn the urn.uncntal pond in the Birklands' grounds 
was called into requisition for the solemn service. 

The drawbacks from this continual changing from one room to another, 
however, soon became manifest, and as some small cottage property at Sand 
Area then came into the market, it was at once secured, and the plans 
drawti for the present building, which was built in the year 1657, and opened 
on October the 4th, accommodating some 300 people. 

Shortly after the building of the new Inghamite Church in 1844 a secession 
took place, the secedcrs at first worshipping in the Friends' School, from 
whence they removed to the neat little chapel in Castle Street Cemetei^'. and 
were designated the *' Christian Brethren.*' But on the erection of this Sand 
Area Chapel they amalgamated with the Plymouth Brethren, which necessitated 
the enlargement of the building in January, 1863. 

_^ - , _ This inn was re-built in iJSso on the site of a ver\' 

Duke CImwIm Inn. , , ^ . 

ancient hostelry of the same name, and which pro- 
jected considerably into the street. It had for a sign a portrait of Duke 
Charles leading his soldiers with his drawn sword. .Mrs. Unsworth was the 
first l.'uidlady t>f the new inn. and she celebrated her bouse-warming by 
inviting her patrons and friends to a black-pudding supper. 
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__ This shop was erected in 1863 upon some old and delapidated 

property. James Thompson also built his extensive card-making 
steam mill in 1859, upon what was then known as Potter's Close. Since the 
time of John Wade> who served the office of Mayor in 1743, the manufacture 
of wool cards has risen to a place of considerable eminence, indeed it is 
affirmed that if the business was not originated Ytece, it at least received from 
the in^nntty of our townsmen so many improvements as should fiiirly entitle 
the town to the honour of its invention. The large factory on the river*side still 
continues to retain its popularity for its good work and machinery. 

_ _ The " Bridge Inn," at the south-west of Stramonf,'ate Bridge, 

which became licensed about 1830, was formerly a good 

B. 

residence. Upon the spout head are the initials and date, G. A. for Gamett 

Braithwaite, who is supposed to have erected the house at this pcriud. He 
was a joint owner of a little milHn the neighbourhood, said formerly to have 
been a silk mill, and afterwards a pin mill, which ceased about the year 1790. 
The fiactory was subsequently moved to the Castle Mill dam, converted into a 
woollen mill by Wilson and Braithwatte» and continued as such till about 
x8o6» when the new Castle Mills were built. 

ainuiMllgttta Bridge. ^" pre -reformation episcopal registers there is 

an entry, dated 1379, concerning " De pontc de 
Strowmondgatt," in which the bishop offers an indulgence to all who shall 
adequately contribute to the building of the bridge which spanned the Kent, 
in the parish of Kirkb)- Kendall, in tlu' Dioctrse of York. This is an interesting 
extract, as it shows that there was a bridge across the Kent at a very early 
date. Two centuries later the bridge seems to ha\ e l)een in a very dilapidated 
condition, and required the following precaution to be taken by the authorities, 
Vide Boke of Rcxorde, 21st December, 1582 : — '* Itm it is ordeyned and 
constitutyd hy the Alderman and Head Burgesses aforesayd w'*' the ffull advise 
& assent asuell of the xxiiij" sworn assistantes as off nioost p te off the honest 
Inhabitantes heare that no maner of p'son or p sons frome hencefurthe shall or 
may, either drawe or trayle any tymber or other draughte whatsm:ver either by 
strengthe off horses or other catall or by the power of men (above one only 
beast draught at any one tyme) Over either of the Brvdges called stramang' or 
nether brydge Sub pen for fac toe q**c xij"*. thone halff therof to the Chamber & 
the other halff to the Bngtolcrs." 
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STRAUONGATB BRIDGE IS KBNDAL. 

The Rebuitditit; of the said Bridge will be 

ILct al the Coffee- Huu^c in Kendal, on Wed- 
BMclcjr, tbe 5th Dny of June, 1776, agreeable 
I to a Plan then to be produced. Fur PartkiiUn 
! in the mean time, apply to Mr. Jons Bracken, 
I High Constable, or to Mr. John Shutt, in 
I Kendal. 



This work could not have 
been carried out immediately, 
for West, in his Guide to the 
Lakes pubhshed some two 
years later, speaks of the 
bridge as "more venerable 

than handsome." Indeed from 

the follow! tig advertisement it would seem that the iirst undertaking was not 
entered into at all : — 

Hitherto this narrow pass, 

which formed, by the u-ay, the 

nuija post road from north to 
south, and the only certain 
communication from Scotland 
to the busiest and most popu- 
lous parts of Western Enpland, 
was so extremely narrow and 
steep at its approaches that 
numerous accidents occurred 
in crossing it, especially with 
the heavy lumbering coaches <^ 
that day. 



STRAUONGATB BRiDGB. 

To be Lcl, al Mr. Maskew's. the Coffee 
House in Kendal, on Thursday, the 22ad Day 
of September, 1791, the finding Materials, 
taking down and re-building Stramongate 
Bridpe over the River Kent in Kcndat. after a 
Design ol Mr. Harrison's ol Lancaster, con- 
sisting ol Three Blipticnl Archea, whieh niay 
be seen at the Printing Office in Kendal. The 
Two End Arches to span Forty-five feet each, 
and the Centre Arch Fifty feet. The Carriage 
and Fnot Roads to be Thirty feet within the 
EUttlements. To be well and substantially 
executed and to be upheld for Seven Years. 



Curioasly, however, it was not doomed to destruction, for when the work 
was set about to widen it in the following year and the decayed crust removed, 
it was found that, unlike the crazy exterior, it was within so firmly cemented 
that nothing short of blasting could have removed such solid work. 

A look at this remarkable hridi,'e from beneath the first arch on the 
eastern side will fully repay the curious observer. It will be at once noticed 
that the bridge, as it now is, is really three distinct bridges, the old one being 
in the centre and not much wider than cither of its outside neigliboars with 
which it is not connected otherwise than by ju.xta-position. The date of 
1793-4 inscribed upon the bridge in two places. 



Cuckstool. 



The cuckstool, or " tumbrel/' or " trebucbet,** for the scolding 
women who were treated as offenders against the public peaces 
stood about here close to the bridge. Andently this chair was also called 
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the "gtipag stoo!,** in Domadtty Bekt it is called " catbedxa stercoris,** and 
earlier still we find it amongst our Saxon ancestors, and called by them the 
** scolding stool.** The free use of the tongue gave rise to riots and feuds to 
an extent which it is difficult for 

05 to realise at the present day, 
and still more difficult is it for 
us to realise that a time was 
when poor women gifted with 
long tongues and twisted brains 
had to be ga^ed by such 
inhuman instruments as the 
"blank.** (See page 339). If 
the notorious scolds fortunately 
escaped this most inhuman in> 
strument, they were fastened 
instead into a cuckstool» that they might have the warmth of their temperment 
abated by the salutary operation of ducking. Readers of Bosweirs " Life of 
Johnson ** will remember how the doctor, in reply to a remark made by a 
celebrated Quaker lady, Mrs. Knowles, observed — " Madam, we have different 
modes of restraining evil, stocks for men. a ducking stool for women, and a 
pound for beasts.*' Many were the different styles of apparatus wed for this 
purpose, the most common being a strong wooden-ftamed chair, embellished 
and painted on the back with pictures of devils flying away with scolds. 

The following extract ft'om the Bofo Recorder which unfivtuaately is 
not dated, reveals a good deal between its lines of the power used by the 

magistrates with this instrument of punishment : — " Whereas sundrie p'sons 
inhabitinge w**™ this Burghe and others (ofT their insatiable mindes mritbout 
any regarde to comon honestie modestie or feare oiT God or his seuere 
punishtnt, either in this life or the life to come) doe give vp their bodies (wh 
Almightie God hathe made and ordeyned to honor) vnto all maners off dishonor 
9l dissolute kinde off life in quaffinge immoderate & supiluuus devouringe off 
Stronf^e ale & drinke at verte many nedeles and unfit times continuing the same 
most foule & detestable vice so longe, till at len^'th they be so farre overtaken 

6 gone, that they become beastlike and insensible without reason or any good 
vnderstandinge, besides the great losse off time & waste off their goods, and 




OUCKINC-SrOOt. KKUN A CHAI'-UUOK. 
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miserable wante off their iamelies at home, and their own be^^^eringatlengtlw, 
and lamentable grefe to all otho- good Christians their neighbors detestioge ft 
loathing that vice : ffor redresse whereoff, and preventinge off sandrie M tschiefii 
wh ds mighte happen by this occation (Besides great daunger to. their sonles) 
iff the same enormitie should not in time be spedilie foraene, it is therefore 
ordeyned & established by the Alderman and Burgesses of this Burghe beinge, 
That all times hereafter when and so often as any psons or psons whaoeor 




UvcKiNo Sroot AT ImncN. 



shalbe sene or knownc by the Alderman or any Justice off Peace or deputie 

alderman hercaftt r wthin this Burf^he beinge, to have bene or at any time to 
be so farre outaken besotted or drunken wth iintneasurable dt \oiirinpc riff 
Strong drinke, That then it shalbe laufull to or for any alderm, Justice, or 
Aldernians dcpntie. all iV evy such inisordered p'son cV p'sons to caussc to be 
imprisoned in the diiiiL^CDn wthiii the same burghe, there to remaine at suche 
diet, and duringc the pleasure of him that comitted him to th' end thereby to 
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rcclaimc and waiiie euy off them from luiiderus «S: detestable offences off drink- 
inf^c : And also that ovy suche maf^istrate aforesaid shall or may comit & 
comand to be sett on the Cuckstoole euy comon skold. or railer, off notorious 
misdemeanor at the like pleasure off the coniaader or magistrate &c." 

The operation of ducking viras variously carried out in different towns. 
Where there was no running river, the beam projected over a stagnant pool ; 
at the end of the beam was a pulley, over which ran a rope fastened to a basket 
large enough to hold one person. The scold being forced into the basket, 
hung over the muddy pool, amid the butt of jeers and missiles of a jubilant 
crowd. The only way of escape was a jump into the dirty water, and run the 
gauntlet through the crowd, but if the hapless one did not take the jump 
wilUngly, the push of a pole relieved the basket of its weight. In some towns a 
large cage was used, and, instead of taking a jump, the culprit was lowered 
into the filthy pool, and drawn up again several times until the town authorities 
thought the punishment sufficient. 

Immediately after crossing over the bridge you enter into what is locally 
claimed to be, and with an old-time pleasantry described as, " the district 
Corporation of Doodleshire." Its history and charter date back to the time of 
Richard Coeur de Leon, when the heroic Dickey Doodle left the Far Cross 
Bank for London. At once I>i key's rosy cheeks and curly wig seem to have 
attracted the attention of the Royal Monarch, who took him as a page to the 
seat of war. But after returning, his polished manners, downy moustache and 
soft lips seems likewise to have proved too great an attraction for tlie court 
beauties of the day. Poor Dickey, however, overshot his mark, and the King 
wishing to send a Royal Charter to the Hurgesses of Kendal, seized the oppor- 
tunity of banishing this winsome latl from court by sending him on that 
perilous journey to the far-north of his realm. key Doodle, if we are to 
credit historians for want of other pastime, set off from London astride his 
horse on November 18th, iiq6, and reached Kirkland on the evening of the 
aSth. But alas, the "Cock and Dolphin'* came in view, and after drinking 
several flagons of nut-brown ale, the poor youth became oblivious, his horse 
was taken from him, and he was consigned to the custody of the watchman 
and his shins to the wooden stocks, until he was sober. Upon his liberation, 
the crowd threatened to be rough with our page, and Dickey had to seek 
safety in flight up Highgate, down Finkle Street, and over the fields to the 
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ford across the river, where Stramongate Bridge now stands. But his pursuers 
dared not follow, as the dwellers on the east bank were at enmity with those 
on the west. So Doodle received a warm welcome and a change of raimeiit. 
The Booft of the CiuumieUs then forther go» on to state that the ambusadcir 
besought his Royal Master on a pad eurdt to so alter the charter as to make it 
only apply to that portion of the town on the eastern bank d the river ; where- 
upon His Majesty not only at once agreed, but sent a telegram suggesting the 
name of Doodleshire and Dickey as its first Mayor. 

The following extract is from the Westmorland Gazette for October 6th, 
1827 : — " If we had mirth, wine, and gladness in the Town Hall on Monday 
last, so there were fun, frolic, and oddities at Far Cross Bank, or Doodleshire, 
on the same dnv, where a .Ma\-or was chosen, according to custom, in all due 
formality. There were also races for smocks, hats, and waistcoats, silver cups 
for trail hunts, and a belt to wre-tle for. 1 1 udclkstone, Esq., merchant tailor, 
was chosen Mayor ; and dressed in a huge cocked hat, scarlet embroidered 
coat, sash, long white wand, thickly powdered, and mounted on a gallant steed, 
he rode the lihertu.s in procession: but when the i)roccssion was over, his 
lordship, it is said, descended from his dif;nity, lost the centre of gravity, had 
business on all sides of the road, and began to study the zigzag diagram in 
mathematics. The trail hunt was all confusion ; nobody won, but somebody 
got the pri/e cuji. One Ciilj)m, out of Kentrncre, carried away the lx:lt — a 
descendant of the once celebrated Dr. Bernard Gilpin ; but tempora mntantnr. 
We are sorry to state that the Recorder was not present, he having had exten- 
sive dealings in mail for se\eral days bt^fore, and having fulhlled two or three 
engagements in the 'Idwn Hole was too much exhausted to attend, and thus 
was the mainspring of action, life, and luii vvantuig. The fun began to wane, 
mirth died on the ear, and many will remember with pleasure, yet ,1 sigh of 
regret, that they have passed away the last Doodleshire Mayor's day." 



£(>io — of which sura 3^485 was raised by voluntary subscription, and jfiaS 
granted by the Government Commissioners of Education. It was enlarged 
in 1857 and again in 1899. 



British School. 



The British School in Castle Street, open to children of 
all religious denominations, was built in 1835 at a cost of 



Castle Sfcr«et Cemetery. 



Meldrum's large garden was pnrcbased in 
1842, and was first used as a cemetery in Mnyi 
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1843, for thp funeral of Miss Wakefield. The cottage was built in and 
the foundation stone of the chapel laid on the 12th dav of Julv, 1845. Within 
the stone was dt posited a fjla«:s hnttle containing' a copy of each of the Kendal 
ne\vspajx?rs, severLil coins presented by Mr. J. Si--vci.s, and a written scroll 
stating the objects of the founders. A brass plate attached to tlie bottle hears 
the following* inscription enj^raved upon it : — " Kendal, July nth. 1845. — ^ This 
chapel was built and eetnetery established by deed of trust, vesting them both 
in the follow ing; trustees, for the benefit of all w Im Tna\- use thcni for the inter- 
ment of their dead : — W illiam D. Crewdson, J. J. Wilson, W. Wilson, Edw. 
Crewdson, I, Whitwell, W. Waketield, E, Wakelieid, W. Braithwaite- Benson, 
&c.. &c." 

OMttolmi. ^PP**^** "Castle Inn" are some cottages, the upper 

rooms of which were formerly united into one fairly lai|^ room, 
where the Primitive Methodists (introduced by Frank Jersey, a converted 
sailor), first held their meetings. Here they remained until their new chapel 
in the Black Hall Croft was erected in the year 1872. 

_ ^, — ^ This row of houses was built about 1821, and Kent 

Gaaftla Orttmnt. ^ 

Terrace chicHy about the year 1823. 

ax ^ ^ , ^. ^ Stockbcck, on the elevated banks of which the 

church stands, has its name from the Saxon "stok** 
(a village) and the Danish " beck " (a brook). In order to escape the ov^- 
flowing of the Kent the ground was raised some foar feet or more, and the 
building was commenced in 1839 and consecrated by the Bishop of Chester on 
the 17th of June, 1841. The endowment was transferred from the old St. 
George*s Chapel, bnd the funds for the erection — some ^4,500— were {procured 
by subscription, augmented by a grant from the Church Building Fund. 

The church measures 118 feet by 64 feet wide. The two western towers 
are 13 feet in diameter, and rise to a height nf 100 feet. There is accom- 
modation for some 1060 sittings, of which 900 arc free and unappropriated. 
The parsonage was erected in 1849 at a cost of 3^850. 

Vicars. 



1841-1843. — Rev. W. J. Woodcock. 
i844-i847. — Rev. M.I. Finch. 
z847>i856. — Rev. J. B. Meredith. 



i856>i875. — Rev. £. Gabriel. 
1875-1893. — ^Rev. Geo. Crewdson. 
1693 Rev. R, W. Britton. 
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St. Qw>rja*« flnhooh. ^'^^ Sunday School was founded in 1826 during 

the curacy of the Rev. Richardson. When the 
new church was building the school removed to a room connected with the 
brewery in Castle Street, and after the erection of the present day schools near 
the R:iilua\ Station iu 1853, the Sunday School has found a comfortable 
quarters there ever since. 

Returning: aj^aiu into W'ildnian Street through Ann Street, we notice a 
house built by Ann Cookson with this inscription: — 



ANN'S PLACE 

Quis putaret || (Who would have thought it ?) 
1836 



Wildman Gate in Speed's plan was greatly rebuilt in 1819, and widened 
in 1821. 

„ These works were built about 1760 or 1770, but the flat-ooped. 

Brewery. ' " ^ 

prison-like frontage has only been built within the last three 
years, when the frontage was set back to widen the street. In the old title- 
deeds this property is named '* Sleddall Hall," and the site upon which the 
" Fanners* Arms" (formerly the "Weavers' Arms,** and earlier still the **V9xk 
Horse ") was built in 1770, is particularly described as the " Crofl " bdonging 
to tbe same. 

Yard No 3 ^own the yard adjoining, and through a . doorway opening 
into a narrow passage on the left hand, there is still to be 
seen a remarkable piece of plaster ornamentation. It appears as if the passage 
now goes through what had formerly been a room of some importance — pro- 
bably a portion of the Sleddall Hall — ^and that this plaster work decorated the 

F. 

overmantel. It consists of a central shield bearing the initials and date I. M. 

1660^ 

on either side of which are three horixontal panels^ decorated with firuit and 
foliage with the exception of the lower ones, which hear on the dexter two 
birds, and on the sinister two lions rampant. The whole measures some six (eel 
in length by two feet three inches in height. 
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HOu 18* ^"^"'^^•^^^^y ^eiow the " Farmers' Arms," and where there is now a 
bakehouse, was, at the end of last century, a tavern known as the 
- Bottle and Glass." 

PriBM Of Wia-- FeaihT.. ' 

with tts wdl-painted sign. 

_ . ^ . Perhaps the oldest house now existing in the town, and rich 
OMilB Daivy* 

in antiquity, stands upon the north-west of Wildman Street 
— ft tottering remnant, which but imperfectly sets forth a correct idea of its 
original shape. 

Fr6m the appellation Ki\ en to it now, it would seem that it may have been 
used by the Barons as a dairy in connection with the farm; but it is well 
known that prior to the end of the XVT'' Century, siu h offices as these were 
always situated within the outer wall of the keep. Tradition also affirms that 
the laundry was situated here, and, further, that it became the residence of the 
steward or overseer. 

On a stone outside above the central window, and within a sunk panel, are 
the initials " A.G.," with a cord of sundry knots entwined and the date 1564, 
for Anthony Gamett, the proprietor. On the splay of the western kitchen 
window-head can still be seen the incised motto : — 

"QVI . VADIT . PLANE— VADIT . SANE." 

and A.G.'* in cypher. 

This same idea is rendered into English on coeval glass in Worlingworth 
Church, Sttfiblk— 

"lit ijt hialkf piamlg — toaiiutb saucig." 

At the south*east comer and on the upper floor is a bedroom that is said 
to have once been the chapel. One can hardly realise this, for if it were 
intended for the estate husbandman and servants, as well as for pilgrims 
passing on their perilous journey over the fells to and from Shap Abbey, it is 
scarcely likely that it would be placed in such an inaccessible, comer. For 
undoubtedly the ancient doonvays to the building are th(»e which can still be 
seen, by going round to the back, at the north-west corner of the building. 
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which are as &r away removed from this room as a diagonal Ime must be. By 
the way, these ancient doorways, unseen by the public passing along the 
comparatively modem turnpike road, are worthy of a close inflection. 

But to return to the bedroom, whether it was the chapel or not, it is 
undoubtedly the most ititerestirif,' room li'ft untnuched in the building. The 
ceiling is vaulted and spanned by three cross oaken ribs, at the crown of which 
there were three carved bosses. Of these only two now remain. The one 
nearest the window has a shield of four (piarterings, vi^. : — i, two barrulets 
engrailed, on the upper one a mullet pierct d, for Parr ; 2, three chevronels 
interlaced, for Fitz Hugh ; 3, three water-boiig( ts, two and one, for Roos ; 4, 
three gryphon's lu>ad erased, Or, for I homas (iarnett. On the next boss 
there is another shield also of four <piarterinj^s, \ i/. : — 1 and 4, a fcss dancette 
between nine billets, four and hve, for Dcincourt ; 2 and 3, three escalop shells, 
two and one, for Strickland. 

The foot of the rib nearest the window rests upon a richly<arved corbd 
on the western side only, which is made up of two gijrpbon^s heads. 




The Castlb Daikt. 

• 

The principal piece of furniture is a large oaki n bedstead, upon the head 
board of which there are two rows of carved panels in bold relief. On the 
upper row we find first, a mask with horns ; second, a shield bearing the 
initials A. G. conjoined by a fiainciful knotted cord, with the inscription 
"omnia vamtai" cut upon a scroll : and third, a mask in cinque-cento style. 
On the lower row there are three lion's masks in as many panels. 
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Beside the bed there is a beautiful ambrey, on the cornice of which is 
inscribed the words — oia • vanitas • honor * divicie • potestas, and at the 
base there is the date, anno ' dni * 1562, with the initials A. G. on either side. 

In the window there are four diamond panes of stained glass, vix.: — Zt 
A. G. with the date 1565 ; 2 and 3, an oak tree erased Argenti fmcted Or, on 
its branches an eagle and child, Or ; 4, the date 1567 ' omnia * Vanitas, the 
initials A. G. interlaced with cord, and a skull head. 

The kitchen is interesting by reason of the fine *'clavey*' or oak mantel* 
shelf that extends the whole width of the house, and the two diamond panes of 
stained glass in the stone muUioned window, viz: — i, the date 1567 ' omnia 
VANITAS - viENDKA ' LE ' louR With the initials A. G. interlaced wfith cord, and 
a skull head; 2, a fleur«de-lis within a tasteful border in cinque-cento style, 
snrmountad by a crown. There is also a small oak cupboard decorated with a 
linen pattern panel. 

Within an old chest was discovered many years since a missal, and 
within a smaller box were a dozen beechen roundks, some 5:^ inches in 
diameter, gilded and painted, six of one pattern and six of another. In the 
c^tre of each was a representation of an animal with a quatrain beneath. 
These roundles are supposed to he of the time of Henry VIII., the letters 
being half-printing, half-running hand, with red Lombardic initials at the 
beginning of each line. The verses are given at length in Nicholson's Atuud* 
of Kendal and the roundles themselves are preserved in the Museum. 

We fear that we must ascribe the rumoured subterranean passage to the 
Castle to no higher authority than that wild fancy which thus gilds, to its own 
delight, antique and curious buildings in all parts of our country — that native 
spirit of poetry 



without a sprinkling of which this world in all its teeming beauty might be too 
much of a dull reality. 



after the completion of the railway. In the year 1850 it was greatly altered by 



it 



One with our feelings and our poweri 
And rather part of u«, tbao ours," 



RftUwaj Inn. 



This inn was known in the year ijf/i hy the sign of the 
" Lowther Arms," a name which it continued to bear until 
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its landlord* Thomas Fisher, since when it has been considerably altered and 
added to from time to time, notably some two years ago. 

1^ ^^^ It is interesting to remember that Kendal was one of the earliest 

of provincial towns to be blessed by a railway. 

The battle for the liat — north and south —h(\L,'an in 1836. There was 
a severe cont(*st between the cast coast towns, the west coast towns, and 
the central towns for the favour of the great trunk to connect Londun with 
Scotland. Kendal tocjk the lead in the contest, and there was little prospect 
at that time that any more than one thror;,}! !in( could pay. A railway 
committee was at length formed, of which Cornt bus Nicholson was appointed 
secretary. He visited Penrith and Carlisle, foriiit i local committee'^, and set 
about the great task of raising a capital of /"i. m i. 000. And here the projector 
must certainly have failed if he had not been able to persuade the railway 
companies already in operation between Loudon and Lancaster to subsidise 
the projected Lancaster and CarlisU Branch. They ultimately promised 
3^500,000, and the remaining j^75o,ooo was raised by dint of personal canvass* 
ing in the district. 

The Bill passed through Parliament in 1844, and the first sod was turned 
at Grayrigg in September of the same year. The prospectus was for only a 
single line of rails, but it was thought advisable at once to enlarge the plan, 
and the proprietors having txurowed the additional amount* determined most 
judiciously that a double line should be at once laid down. Finally, it was 
opened to the puUic for traffic in September, 1846. 

Some disappointment was naturally felt at first in Kendal, when it was 
found that this line could not be brought nearer the town than O.xenholme. 
To repair this defect surve3rs were immediately made from Oxenholme through 
Kendal to Windermere. There was no difficulty then in raising capital for 
the projectt as a mania was setting in« and this little undertaking needed no 
support from the outside world. 

The original intention was to carrs tlie line as far as Lowwoud, but this 
would have entailed a viaduct o\i r the Troutbeck stream, which the ent^ineur 
calculated could not cost less than ^ir.oeu), a serious addition to the (estimate 
of j^i25,ooo to Windermere. This, however, was likewise for only a single line 
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of rails, and another £40*000 was reqaired for constructing a double rail. The 
Act passed through Parliament on the 30th of June, 1645, and the liiie was 
opened for traffic amid great rejoicings on Tuesday, April the 20th, 1847. 




(^pcntno: tf)iougt) to ^intomtrff 

Oh TUESDAY, 20th April 1847. 

8EC0HD CL^SS 
LEAVUrO KENDAL AT 12 0 CLOCK, HOOH. 




Copy or thk Skcomd Cia» Tickbt, wliidi was printed in cnen ink an ■ buif card. 

The Kendal Station at first was only a mean wooden erection, but it was 
rebuilt in i860 at a cost of between £7,000 to £8,000. 

I have before me as I write a Parliamentary Report from the Select 
Committee upon this proposed new branch, dated 2j' die Maii, 1845. It is a 
most interesting paper, giving not only the t stimates of the cost, but also the 
names of tho^e l'i ntlemen who cnme forward at once to take up shares and 
become directors. 1 he principal names are : — 



Edward Wilaon (Chairman) . £t,aso 

C. L. Braithwaite ^50 

Jas. Bryans (liuwiicAS) — ... ^50 

G. B. Crewdson — — 5<7SO 

Dr. John Davy (Anible«id«) ^ ^50 

""James Uandy ^ ..... _ . i6,25u 

John Gandy ^ ^. ^ 12,500 



John Harriaon 

Cornelius Nichoboo 
John Wakeaeid 
William Whitwell 

John Jowett Wilson 



^ 3,500 
2,000 



John Hewitsoo Wilson (Stavcley) layt 
^Christopher Wilson .» ^ atSV 



* ThL>i Kt-otieiiieQ were not IKicctors. 
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Thi! report is also interesting in that it a u lurn uf the traffic in 
passengers from Kendal to Houruss ami Aniblcside betwixt ist November, 
1843, and 1st November, 1844, a;i follows : — 

Passbnobm by Poitino through thb Plumuarth'b Toll Bar. 

728 paim, avenging 4 penoiks each 2,9 364 saddle hones » 364 

572 cars, „ 3 ,, ., 1,726 

46«gigs, „ 2 „ „ 936 Total ^. ^ 5.938 



Pambxobbs by thbir own privatb Cobvbyabcbs. 

150 carriages, averaging 4I persom 

each ^ — — 675 

300 phaetons, averaging 3 persons 

each ^ ^ ^ 900 



450 Rigs< averaging a pereons each {|00 
900 saddle horses ... goo 



Total - 3,375 

Passbnoers by thb Whitbhavbn Mau. amd by tub Mazbppa Coach. 

The Mail, 365 clays, averaging 7 persons per day .... — «- 2,555 

The Coach, for 20 weeks in summer, 6 days a week, averaging to per day i,2uo 

TOCftl MM* IMM 4MM «••«• «NM aSHe 3l7S^ 

Actual returns taken for seven days in November, 1844 (the worst month 
in the year), give the number of carts passing one way only as or at the 
rate of 50 per day, and it does not include carts laden with coals and lime, of 
which there were 62 tons of the former and 20 tons of the latter carried 
regularly per week. Beside this, there were »Hne 59 tons of goods carried per 
week by carriers as follows : — 

K(ibin>>on, the carrier, had 48 horses on the ruad, each nvccIc avenging 12 cwt. per horae, 
and Ben. Townson had x6 hor«es, carrying a load averaging the same weight. 

Mi. Llijaii AiiiiiL.ige has in his possession an oval brass {)Iate, measuring 
about by i\ inches, upon winch is insi i ibtd aioutul the border the words 
" Kendal and Windermere Railway Company, ' and "Season Ticket" in the 
centre. 

^ , , , Under the railway bridge was an inn called 

Duke of Oumberland Inn. ^ . 

fornierly the " New Crown, and at the 

junction of the northern roads we have the " Duke of Cumberland," said to 
have derived its name from the fact that the Duke, \\\wn passing through 
Kendal, following the rebels in 1745, dismounted and had a glass by way of 
refreshmmt. 
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The poor Duke had not so many friends between here and the border. 
Willowdene Will with his Mi$tre^s Kowe and Lord Traquair were ever ready 
to assist him to alight from his chaise on some lonely spot and find sport in 
his discomfiture. So that one can well imagine the relief to his pent up feel* 
ings as, on emerging; from the moors over Shap Fells, he came in sight of this 
towns-end inn, and the exuberant pleasure of that quaff of brown Kendal ale. 

About one hundred years ago a very large granite stone, 
about yards cube, was placed in the centre of the 
street, in front of what is called " Salt Pie." It was the resort of all lads aad 
newsinungers of the neiphlji hipIk >( ul (their cauld-stane in fact). At last 
becoming a nuisance, it was Ijuricd bciiLaih, wliere it still reposes unknown to 
the lads uf tu-day they pas> <)vci and over it. But whether this stone was 
placed to mark the site of the ancient cross or not, is not kiKnsii. It seems 
more probable that the cross stood at the junction of the two roads. 

_ , . This bouse was built about iSis on the south-west slope of 
Fowl ing. . , . 

Benson Knot, which rises 1,098 feet above sea level, for John 

Gougb, "the blind philosopher," and one of the most remarkable men the 

North of England has ever produced, who lived and died there July 28th, 1825, 

aged 68. It is said that be chose the site as being favourable to his listening 

to the changes rung upon the Parish Church bdls. 

The name has conic through a misreading of the title deeds; old Isaac 
Rigge, being defLciive in his c\csight, ausitook the word "following" for 
"fowling," at which Gotigh iR-came cjuite delighted, supposing that it was the 
"fowl y.iid ' of the Castle, and although the blunder was soon discerned, he 
yet clung to the name, and it bears it to this day. 

. 1 u .1 About a mile out on the Appleby Road stands a 

St. I^eonard s Hospital. 

modem farm house, built in 1836 upon the site of 

the ancient Leper Hospital, of which there is only now but a small portion of 
the boundary wall remaining. This hospital was related to the Priory of 
Coningshead, but was not a dependency of it. William de Lancaster, fourth 
Baron of Kendal, gave the advowson of this hospital to the Canons regular of 
St. Augustine about the end of the XII"' Century. He also founded Coaishead 
Priory, first as a hospital, giving it also to the Canons of St. Augustine, and 
which was afterwards erected into a priory. At the end of the XIV*^ Centuiy 
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this hospitaJ came to Sir William del Parr, and at the dissolution of the 
Monasteries in the 38th Heniy VI 11. it was granted to Alan Betlingham and 
Alan Wilson, and was valued at j^ii 4s. 3d. per annum. The duties were to 
lodge and feed the decrepit, the indigent and Iqwrs, as also to relieve the 
poor wayfiuring passengers. 



Stephenson. This date is found on a downspout attached to the building, with 



described as of Skelsmergh. Numerous paragraphs in the Rydal Hall docu- 
ments refer to repeated sufferings of this couple under the penal laws in 
consccjuence of their steady adherence to their faith. It was this worthy man 
who instituted the Stephenson Charity, for which see " Horse and Rainbow 
Inn " in Highgate. He died 1723. 

The present edifice stands near the site of an older building, as is proved 
by the remains of an ancient gateway having been discovered on ground near 
the kitchen garden. Probably this more ancient building was erected fay the 
Dodding fomily, who must have been in the district some century earli^ than 
the date of the present building, as is seen from the baptismal oitiy in the 
Parish Choicfa registers : — 



The Boke of Recorde speaks of this family being both numerous and 
powerful during the 16''' ccntur\'. Stephenson died in 1723 and left his house 
and chapel to the Roman Catholic Church, charging it with the payment of 
40S. a year to the poor of Skelsmergh and Fatton. Since then several eminent 
ecclesiastics have lived here, notably Dr. Hogarth, Bishop of Hexham and 
Newcastle (1850 — 1866J. 

In the year 1687 Bishop Leyburne, who was connected with the Cunswick 
lamily, and was then Vicar Apostolic of the whole of England, confirmed that 
year 138 persons at Witherslack and 65 at Si^ergh and Dodding Green ; and 
it further appears that confirmation was given here in 1793 while the Kendal 
Church was being re>built by Dr. William Gibson, great uncle to our late 
Dean Gibson, and Vicar Apostolic of the northern district and Bishop of 
Acanthus. 



IMdlng CtarMB. 



This venerable old mansion, situated on the banks of the 
Mint, appears to have been built in 1682 by Robert 



the letters 



S. for Robert and Alice Stephenson, who, by the way, we find 
R. A. convicted amongst other Popish recusants in 1678, and 



** 1558 Bdmood ye lonne of William Dodin oT SkebnerBh." 
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In the corridor communicating with the chapL-l and a staircase to the 
roof, iht rt: is the necessary secret closet for the safety of the priests diirin;; the 
time of the Penal Laws. It measurt-s some six feet long by two feet broad, 
with plenty of head height, and. moreover, ventilation at the top. There is a 
story handed down of a priest named Abbe Kay, who was hunted into this 
chamber about the year 1689. His pursuers having seen him enter the house, 
searched everywhere, but having cuinplutt:!) laiied to find their prey, they 
determined to burn the house down over his head. But upon hearing this 
dreadful fate the poor priest made his escape to the roof and leaped down on to 
tlie bank at the hack, calling out to his pursuers to spare the building as he 
was Ihcic, and finally made his escape through the wood and over the 
adjoining hill. 

Fortunately in the hurry of the pursuit the house was spared, for, collected 
in the several rooms, are many relics and valuable books. A portable altar 
which had belonged to the Roman Catholic martyr, Nicholas Postgate, who 
was executed at York on the 7th of August, 1679, is here held in con- 
siderable veiM»ration. There is also another portable dtar labdled " Wither- 
slack Hall,'* viAich was given to Dodding Green by Lord Stanley. In the 
library are many very rare and beautiful books, the majority of which were 
probably collected by Robert Stephenson. There is one printed in 1660, and 
another bearing the signature on the title page of Mary Thornburrow, entitled 
A Daily Exercise of Ihe Devout, by T. V., a monk of the Holy Order of St. 
Benedict, and printed by A. Dom in 1673. Also several other ofBcc books, 
dated 1724 and 1729, with the signature of John Huddleston aad J. Holden 
upon them. 

Amongst the portraits there is one by Ducket, of the Rev. Henry Rutter, a 
priest stationed at Yealand, and ihe author of several ecclesiastical works. 



Priests at Dodding Green. 



1716 — T. Royden. 

— ^John Huddleston. 
— 1. Holden. 



-1799. — Robert Johnson. 

1799-1801. — John Lonsdale, 
r 801 - 1 So — Thomas Johnson. 
1803-1612. — Robert Bannister. 



18x2-1820.— Thomas Wilkinson. 
1820-1838, — Heniy Rutter. 

1 840- 1 858. — Charles Brigham. 

i86a-i.S68. — Robert Hogarth. 
i86.S-T«74.— Ralph Piatt. 
18S0-1890. — Luke Cnrr}'. 
i8yi —Henry Brettargh. 
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** TowMing high, a rala*d OMtle, old and gi»y» 
In moald*HDg pllea ftMt hwrt*ntng to detmy* 
Ito towers and hattlwtinte *II ol6ft» 
Its draw-bridge gone, and soaroe a v«etlg« left 

Of turrets, while circling round, a gnwqf moat. 

That speaks its rude defence in days remote — 
When sturdy archers strode along thy shoon, 
Bquipped with bow, and olad in Kendal green.' 
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HE summit of Castle Hill is some hundred and seventy feet above the 



^ level of the river, which flows away un its western side ; and, it is much 
to be regretted that there is so little information to be gleaned concerning the 
past splendour of the old Castle, rising like a grey crown over the green hill 
and that has once been the great central pivot of the town. 



measuring some Ito by 96 feet, hrst strike attention, and perhaps before you 
are aware of it, excite a keen interest. Here we have the outer court, which 
would at first be surrounded by strong palisades of oak. Within this defence, 
the area would be cKcupied l>y huts and sheds of daub and wattle for the 
retainers and for the cattle belonging to the great thane or franklin of Saxon 
days. 

Between this and the inner court is a cross mo;it, and the communication 
would be over a moveable bridge of planks. Tlie inner w.ird lias a circular 
area of about 250 feet in diameter, and the fortress raised by the " ceorl " here 
would have no stonework about it at all. Unfortunately it still seems 
necessary to repeat that the popular idea of the moat having once been filled . 
with water is quite erroneous. The very depth and size is sufiicient proof that 
it was not intended for water. No, the whole value of this moat as a defence 
consisted merdy in its depth, in the steepness of the scarp and counter-scarp, 
and in the oaken palisade that surmounted the top. 

From the fact that a Roman l^ion once occupied a camp at Water 
Crook, a good mile to the south of the town, it is possible that they also took 
over this thane's dwelling, not so much for a camp as for a look-out post; 
but it must be confessed that there is no masonry or other external evidence 
of soch a Roman occupation. 




P!ra-KloniiMi« 



Mounting up the northern slope of the hill, the earthworks 
surrounding the base-court and the scpiare area itself 
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But the Norman conquest brought about a great change in these 
parts, and Kendal became by gift from the Conqueror the 
property of Ivo de Tailbois, a Norman baron. Now Ivo was already possessed 
with lands on the east coast of England, and it is to be imagined that he 
found those estates more enjoyable, for we find no definite information about 
his either building a castle or dwelling here. 

In the years following, when these countii s were overrun so frequently by 
regular organised expeditions under Bruce, and when almost every household 
of value was plundered, and ravaged if not entirely destroyed, it became 
neccssar\' for tlv' baron to erect their buildings both inaccessible and massive, 
and with as little wood or combustible material in them as possible. More- 
over, for similar reasons, they were obliged to do without any windows for 
light'and air in the lower chanjbers, except such as could be obtained through 
long narrow loopholes which could easily be defended. It is just possible that 
the small donjon or circular tower that now stands at the north-west, and 
which is evidently of a date anterior to the rest of the ruins, may have been 
the early keep, standinf^' alone as an Irish tower ; a shape which began t<j 
supersede the Norman square keeps at the beginning of the early English 
period. 

Possessing thi elements of strength and passive resistence against assault, 
grim and foreboding, it must have been a cramped, dark and uncomfortable 
dwelling for the early inhabitants. In course of time, when the country 
became more peaceful and property more secure, the lord was enabled to push 
out a bit and gain more accommodation. Then would be erected the 
banqueting hall and spacious kitchens, the bed chambers* andj as necessity 
required, all the further apartments. 

But the Castles of Appleby and Kendal do not possess the same strategic 
importance as the Castle of Carlisle does, for there the Castle Hill commanded 
the only road through the country that was practical for wheeled conveyances 
— that is for the march of an army with the USUal impedimenta. Kendal 
Castle on the other hand, lies remote from the great military road over 
Stainmore, neither is its name associated with either siege or assault. We 
must, therefore, look upon it as a fortified residence of a subject only and not 
as a garrisoned fortress of the Crown. 
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TIm PMlMMIfS. Tailbois was succeeded by the de Lancasters, who 

became in succession Barons of Kendal. After four 
generations the male issue failed, and the property passed into the hands of 
Helwise, daughter of the second William de Lancaster. She was married in 
the reign of Richard I. to Gilbert, the son of Roger Fitz Reinfred, who was a 
Judge of the King's Bench, and, what is more to the point, a particalar 
fovonrite of the King's. By a special grant, Gilbert obtained from King 
Richard I. the whole Pwest of Westmorland, of Kendal and of Fumess, to 
have and to hold in the same manner, in which William de Lancaster had 
held it. And it is to the lasting credit of this feudal lord and his wife that, 
having nearly unlimited power put into thetr hands, they preferred to use it 
wisely, rather than abuse it. 

The welfare of the conitnunitx' amnnpst which they lived sceins to have 
been thinr chief cnrc. and ha\ in.t; noted the industry' r)f tnc Kcnd il ])i'()])lc, they 
granted th(;m privileges, j;avc them a smeschal, in the person of Matthew de 
Redman, then owner of Levens, practically re-built the church, and also 
instituted a \\eekl\' Saturday market with the Kin^^'s consent. Now it seems 
to me more than likely that we owe to Gilbert the building of the Castle. 

He obtained from King John a continuation of the honour of Lancaster, 
and executed the office of Sheriff of Lancaster from the seventh to the seven- 
teenth years of that reign. But Gilbert, the good, was un&ithful to John, hts 
bad patron, and thus joined the rebellious barons. Unfortunately his son 
William having been taken prisoner, Gilbert was obliged to accept the King's 
terms, and pay a ransome for his son, together with Ralph Deinconrt and 
Lambert de Brus, his esquires, twelve thousand marks ; also to find hostages 
for his own and their future fidelity, besides which he was compelled to deliver 
unto the King his Castle of Kirkby-in- Kendal, around which lay all his 
dependencies. However, the Castle and Manor were again restored to his son 
William, for we find that he was placed in his £iither's trust as keeper of the 
honour of Lancaster under date 2Sth Henry II L 

William and his sister Helwise married Agnes and Peter le Brus 
respectively, also sister and brother, whilst WiUiam*s other sister Alice became 
the wife of William de Lyndsay. On the death of William de Lancaster, 
without issue, this very valuable estate was divided into two portions, the 
Lumley and Marquis fee going to Hehvise, and the Richmond fee to Alice. 
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By an inquisitinn taken on the death of Peter le Brus, 1279, son of the 
aforesaid Peter, we tind that he was seised "of a moiety of the Man r of 
Kirkeby-in-Kendale, and as parcel thereof, of the Castle, with tfie p.nks, 
vivaries within the parks, and herbaj^e therein of tlic yearly vahie of ten 
marks." The Ca^^tle, "with all in Keiuiale that liad been Peter's in demesnes, 
villeiiages, rents and seTvic t^s of free men and others," fell to the share of his 
eldest sister Margaret le Brus. She married Robert de Rons, and had a son 
William, who had a son Thomas de Roos. 

When John Kcmpc came from over the water, in the year 1331, to 
estal)lish here the Flemish industry (see paqc 206) he brought with him also 
his beautiful daughter Marguerite. And notwithstanding the protection whicli 
the baron aff(jrded them, no enthusiasm could Ite aroused in our dalesmen to 
welcome cither the weaver or his daughter. But lifteeii years later the people 
needed no coniu. iuds to celebrate the occasion, when Thomas de Koos led the 
acknowledged beauty of Kendal to the hymeneal altar. Old and young made 
a living avenue for the young lord and lady to pass through from the Church 
to the Castle. 

The Lady Marguerite, however, died within two years, and the Baron de 
Roos remained an unconsoled widower for forty years. About the year 
1385, when be was not less than sixty-eight years of age, he was induced to 
marr>' again, that the barony might go forward in his line. The poor man, 
unable to forget his overpowering sorrow, allowed his friends to select for him 
a very worthy lady, who accepted him in spite of his declaration that it was 
useless for her to expect Jove ; that all the love he had ever in his power to 
give was buried in Kendal Churchyard. 

Whilst all these important chan^ were taking place, nearly a century 
rolled away, and during all that period the Castle remained practically 
deserted. By this marriage, however, the aged baron had two children — a 
boy, John de Roos, who died before his father, and Elizabeth, who was two 
years cAd when her father died, 1391. In due time she married Sir William del 
Parr, and thus carried the Lumley fee and the old Castle into the possession 
of the Panrs, a good family of limited wealth, who held the banmy for 
nearly two centuries. 
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Sir WiUiam died in 1405, and was succeeded hy Sir John, who only 
survived his fitther some three years. He was succeeded by his son, Sir 
Thomas, who died in 1464, leaving two sons, William and John: The eldest 
married Elisabeth, a sister and co-heir of Henr>', Lord Fitzhugh. He was made 
Knight of the Garter by King Edward IV., and appears to have been living in 
the 22nd Edward IV., bat in what year he died we have not found. He had 
two sems. Sir Thomas, the elder, and Sir William Parr, of Horton, in 
Northamptonshire. 

This Sir Thomas was master of the wards, and comptroller to Henry 
VIII. He married Maude, daughter and co-heir of Sir Thomas Green, by 
whom he had W'illiam, Katherine and Anne, and died in the year 1519. All 
his manors, lands and tenements he left to his wife Maude during her life. 
He willed his daughters to have £800 between them as marriage portions, and 
WiUiam to have his great chain, worth /'140, which tho " King's grace " gave 
him. R\' nn inrinisition, after his death, of his lands in Westmorland, the 
jurors tind that he was seised of the Manor of Kendale, with 1,000 acres of 
pasture, and £400 rent, &c., &c. 



Parr, who was bora here 
in 1513, for her's was the high honour of being among crowned heads, one 
the first nursing mothers of our reformed fiuth. That cultivated girl, who 




In the Museum there is 
a drawing which came 
from Todhunter's Museum, 
which is said to be a copy 
of the one taken in the 
time of this Sir Thomas. 



Dame Maudb Parr died 
in 1 531, but to many of us 
the chief interest ot the 
Castle lies, not so much 
with the tale of its bnttle- 
mented walls and strong 
defences as with the 
thirty-five years' life of 
her daughter, Katherine 
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was reckoned so fair a prize, that even at the age of eleven years an alliance 
was sought with her by the great Lord Scroop, of Bolton. " Shee was told 
by an astrologer that did calculate her nativitie, that she was borne to sett in 
the highest of Imp'iall Majestie, which became moste true. Shee had all the 
eminent starrs and planetts in her house : this did worke such a loftie con- 
ceite in her that her mother coulde newer make her serve or doe any small 
worke, saying her handes were ordayned to touch crownes and scepters, not 
needles and thymbles." But however disposed the little Katherine was tu 




From Lake Country Romanca,—R«.\\ H. V. Mills. 

dispense with the [>erformance of her tasks. Lady Maud was too wise a parent 
to allow vain dreams of royalty to unfit her child for the duties of her station, 
and notwithstanding Katherine's early repugnance to touch a needle, her 
future skill and industry in its use became so remarkable, that there are 
specimens of her embroidery which could scarcely have been surpassed by the 
far famed stitches of the sisters of King Athelstan. 

Among the Scroop MSS. there is a curious letter from her mother to Lord 
Dacre, in which she assures him that " there can be no marriage until my 
lord's son (Scroop) comes to the age of thirteen and my daughter to the age of 
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twelve." Katherine, however, was soon married after this to Lord Borough 
of Gainsborottgb, "a discreet widower, well advanced in years." Then we find 
at the age of sixteen Katherine was left a widow, lovely and wealthy. How 
long she continued a widow is uncertain, but she vras probably under 20 years 
of age when she became, for a second time, the wife of a mature widower, 
John Nevill, Lord Latimer, and again undertook the office at step->mother. 
Some two years later, at the age of thirty, that prediction of her brilliant 
destiny became true, for on the xath day of July, 1543, she married her royal 
master. King Henry the eighth. 

Her brother William, who was born in 1515, was created Lord Parr and 
Roos, of Kendal, in 1539 ; Baron Hart, of Northamptonshire, in 1544 ; then 
in the same year Earl of Essex by right of his wife Anne, who was a daughter 
of the late Earl, and Hnally he was advanced on 17th February, 1547, to the 
further title of Marquis of N'orthanipton, and from hence that portion of the 
barony which he held received the name of the Marquis fee. 

On the i8th of August, 1553, William was attainted of treason for 
causing the' cause of Lady Jane Grey, was omdemned as a traitor, and 
Kendal Castle was seized by the Crown. However, his life was spared, and 
in the following year, by ^cial charter, bearing date January 8th, Philip and 
Mary granted back to William without his honours, "the whole demesne. 
Manor, Castle, and park of Kendal and all those demesne lands without the 
walls of the said park and the mill and burgages in the ViU or buxgh aforesaid*'* 
It seems to have been left to Queen Elizabeth in 1559 to grant back to him 
for favouring the Protestant rdigion " all his honours and former possessions 
including the lordships of this town, and we know that he kept court here in 
1561. William died without legal issue in 1571, and from this time the noble 
building seems, after long years of neglect, to have rapidly gone to decay. 

The deer park, w hich with the fourteen others around Kendal that at this 
time were so ceK hrated for their fallow deer, suffered hrst, being disparked 
in the year 1566. 

« 

A survey made July 12th, 1572, thus mentions the domestic buildings, of 
which only a verv- few traces remain:— "The out walls embattled 40 feet 

square Within the same, no building left, saving only on the north 

side is situate the front of the gatehouse, the hall with an ascent of the stairs to 
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die same with a buttery and pantry at the «id thereof ; one great chamber and 
two or three lesser chambers, and rooms of ease, adjoining the same, all being 
in decay both in glass and slates and in all other reparations needful. Under 
the hall are two or three small fows of cellars. In the south side is situated a 
dove-cote. The walls are circular, guarded by three towers, and a keep, with 
a laiige square area in the centre, being aU in a state delapidation. In its 
doors and window jambs, and in a few quoins we find the red sandstone, but 
the main work is built with unhewn blue rock from the hills." 

About the year 1575 the slating was taken off most of the roof as being 
then dangerous, but in Henri Fisshcr's (of Kendal) inventory taken on 
November 5th, 1578, we read that the Castle was still partly slated. There is 
a State paper, addressed by Edward Rradd)!! to Lord Biirglilcy, then Lord 
High Treasurer of England, dated April loth, 1578, setting forth that the 
** CastcU at this present " is of less selling,' value by 3^25 than it u.ts at the last 
survey sixteen years ago. This is certilicd into Her Grace s Exchequer by the 
"others of 24 substantial! men of the baronye," who say that "the most parte 
of the rouffs of the said Castell are falne downe, the tymber and sclayte pitifully 
broken, the gutters of lead, iron in windowes and doors pilfered and stoln 
away. And if your Honors take not order of that which remayneth there will 
be lytle lefte to sdl within sliort tyme.'* 

The remains were scarcely then safflcient to tell bow vast the place was — 

" Where the great lord inhabited : now grass, 
Thin grass, and king-cupa grow within the path." 

— COLBRIUGB. 

Camden (I55i-~i625) says *' The Castle over against the town is ready to 
drop down with age," and neither of his learned editors who, in most instances, 
added materially to his desoiptton, have, in this instance, added a single 
observation. Grose has altogether overlooked it. 

After the death of Lord Parr, Queen Elizabeth made an exchange with 
the Marchioness, Ki^'inf^ ^icr other lands instead, and in 1581 the Queen 
granted " a part of the demesne lands helonf^'ini; to the Castle, by the name of 
the park of Kendal, with divers edifices and other premises to Ambrose, Earl 
of Warwick, 
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The curiously long-credited story that it was blown down by Oliver 
Cromwell from Castle How is, of course, quite erroneous. 

During Charles II. reign the Castle and lands appear to have been in the 
hands of Sir Francis Anderton. His son and heir, Sir Charles Anderton, 
settled them to the use of himself for life, and then in tail male. The two 
eldest sons died without issue. Laurence became a monk and was thus 
accounted dead in law, so Francis the next brother assumed the title, but he 
being engaged in the rebellion of 17151 the Crown seized tlu estate. There- 
upon Laurence, to reclaim the property, renounced his faith, turned a 
protestant, and so finally enjoyed both title and estate. He sold the latter, 
however, in 1723 to John Huggins in open market. Huggins died in 1735, and 
the estate fell to his brother William, who devised it to his two sons-in-law. 
Sir Thomas Gatehouse and the Rev. Dr. James Musgrave, in 1761. 

The accompanying illustration (page 438), drawn by Buck in 1739, shows 
the Castle pretty faithfully as it appeared in those days. 

Dr. James Musgrave sold the property in 1765 to Thomas Htjlinc and 
James Dowkcr, both of Kctulal, and Benjamin Hal!, of CaitinL-l. These 
gentlemen, after selling part of the lands, divided the remainder amongst 
themselves, and the ( astic faliitii^ to the share of Dowker, came eventually to 
Mrs. Thomasin Richardson, hi- dauj^hter, who planted that circular belt of 
trees, which is now such a thrivuig and pleasing skirting to the masonry. At 
her death it was purchased by Alderman Thompson. 

When the Poet Gray visited the ruin, in 1769, he says — ''Almost the 
whole indosure'Wall remains, with four4owers, two square and two round, but 
their upper parts and embattlements are demolished; it is of rough stone and 
cement, without any ornament of arms, round, inclosing a court of the like 
form, and surrounded by a moat, nor ever could it have been laiger than it is, 
f<Hr there are no traces of outworks." To this West replied, in- 1779, sayings 
" Had Mr. Gray ascended from the end of Stramongate Bridge, which was 
the only way to it in its glory, and is the easiest at present, he would have 
observed a square area that had been fortified with a deep moat, and connected 
with the Castle by a draw-bridge, where was probably the base-court.'* 

Again, Whitaker in his Antiquitks of Richmotidshtrc, writes that — "The 
fragments of two towers, part of a curtain wall, and a portion of the great hall 
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with some gloomy vaults beneath alone remains. It appears to have had no 
outworks and no detached gateway, no external protection save the deep foss 
and there is no sign of well or spring, but one of these it must have had." 

And so by degrees did this ancient pile fall gradually to decay, and 1 can 
find no record of any endeavour to save it from total destruction, until the 
January of 1813, when the owner strengthened the foundation, and took 
many other wise precautions to stay the fall. In consequence of the generous 
gift of ;^iooo made by the Directors ot the Savings Bank to the Corporation, 




The Camp ov thr Krndal Voiuntrers. 



they were enabled to approach Lady Henry Hentinck, and obtain about thirty 
acres of the Castle Estate for the very reasonable price of £"2,400. Afterwards 
an additional thirteen acres on the south slope was purchased from Fleming's 
Trustees for £i,'\20 14s., Miss Fleming generously contributing 3^200 towards 
the amount. The whole of the estate was thrown open to the public as a 
memento of our Queen's Diamond Jubilee on June 22nd, 1897. 

As far as we know it to-day, we should find it difficult to conceive a more 
picturesque ruin as viewed from the town, encircled by green trees and with the 
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glow of a mid-day sky shining through its now broken apertures and rugged 
outline ; it makes a fair picture indeed. Hut in days gone by, when the Castle 
was at its best, a thickly-clustered pile of both round and square towers, joined 
together by flanking walls, it must have been doubtless imposing, almost 
impregnable and worthy even of proud little Kendal herself. 

^ . The ruins as seen to-dav consist of an encircling or enciente 
The Ruins. 

wall built of the intractable Silurian stone of the neighbour- 
hood, four towers, and some small remains of domestic buildings. It is said 
that the enclosure was entered by means of a draw-bridge, and in the moat 




can still be seen two huge masses of stonework, as depicted on Buck's view of 
the Castle, dated 1739. The curious feature of this enciente is that it does not 
return at the southern end into itself, the diameter of the eastern segment 
being some 20 feet longer than the western segment. The battlements are all 
gone, and with them a considerable portion of their height ; the rampart walk 
has disappeared, and only in three or four places does the inner face of the wall 
remain. Where this is not so, a thin and modern wall has been raised on the 
foundations of the outer. The original walls are all of vast thickness, consist- 
ing of rough stones thrown, as it were, promiscuously together and grouted 
with a cement concrete, which has in couse of time grown as hard as the 
stone itself. 
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To the north-east we notice a square tower, open at the gocjge, and which 
projects out some i8 feet from the curtain wall. The front of this tower 
measures about 28 feet, and it has only loop holes in the sides for light and 
d^ence. To all appearance now it has had three floors with external s^ off 
on the front at each level, but according to Bock's view it would appear to 
have had four stages. The basement is a receptacle for sewage, draining into 
the moat by a very large opening. 

There is no defence between this tower and the projection at the south, so 
that the inmates, in perilous times, must have trusted to the depth of the moat 
and their own prowess to protect themselves. Coming to the south, we see a 
modern wall which has been built on the foundation of the old wall of 
defence, which %\ as nearly three yards in thickness. The postern gate, if ever 
there were one, may have been located here. 

On the western side is a small drum tower, 18 feet in diameter, of no 
internal projection, and about half disengaged on the outside ; it is a bastion 
rather than a tower, the upper storey of which probably contained a gante^robe 
accessible from the rampart walk. 

At the north-west there is the oldest drum tower of all, of about 22 feet in 
diameter, and projecting about equally without and within the enciente wall. 
The walls are six feet thick, and it contains on the ground floor a vaulted 
chamber, which is entered from the inner court by a narrow doorway which 
was shut from the inside against cheeks. C-learly there have been upper 
floors, indeed a large window opening still remains, but there is no visible 
appearance of any stairway leading up to them. 

The domestic buildings already r^erred to in the Survey of 1572, were 
situated close by the northern tower. But during the last 300 years great 
destruction has taken place. The gateway has gone altogether, but two or 
three small vaulted cellars are yet to be seen, and one has a fireplace in it* 
The position of the buttery and pantry is gathered from the singular drain or 
sink shoot that is noticeable at the entrance of the projecting tower, and this 
would point to the dais of the banqueting hall being placed at the western end» 
with the great chamber behind it. 
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« Wa paaa; th« path that aaeh man trod 
Is dloi, «r will ba dim, with «tteda: 
What iMiM Is Isll for hamaii dsods 
In sadless a^ ? It Msts with Gtod.'* 

^Tbnmyson. 
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Abbot Hall, 123— iig, 140, iso, 

Ale, no, 178. no. 424- 

All Hallows I.ano. 2O1 ^ 53^ 8<)i 127. 

Anchorite House .and Will, 15S— 168, uk), 

307- 

Assumbly Rooms, ^j. 

B. 

Bagmirr Hall, ^14. 
Bakers, 1 12. i.S?. 
Banks : — 

Liverpool. ^ XL 1231 ll^. 300. 

Maude, VVilson & Cicwdsnn, _J2' 'o.^ .^26, 

Savings. 125. v^2. 

Wakefield, Crewdson, & Co.. 10 \, 326, 3qq. 

\Vest!norlan<l, 120. 

Lanc.ast<'r, 32(1 — 2S7. 
Bank House, 143 — 102. 
Barracks. 311. 

Baths and Washhouses. 80 -20. 

Battle Place, S^. 

B<>lls. Town, ^ 127. 

Benefit Societi< s, 81, Hi^ ibcj, aSg. 

Bl.ack Drop, yfj. if»s, 3<>4. 

Bl.-ick Hall, 

Black Hole. 2i)g. 

Bliiidbeck, 133 — ig, 6<2. i^ft- 

Blindbeck House, i^si. 

Blue Buildings. 359 -ig, i tS. 

Book Club, IOC). 282. 

Branthwaite Brow. 380. 

Brathwait, Kich.ird, 17c). 

Bridcrs :— 

Blindbeck, iss. 

Miller. 380—18, 2t. sq. 07- 



Nether, 196 — 18, a2j 23, 681 187, 195. 199, 
40Q. 

Strainongate. 40<j — 18, tq. 
Brownsword House, 326. 
Bull Baiting, 35. 

Butcher's Rows, iS, 60, 72. 25i "Q- 

c. 

Caledonian Rooms, 302 — 62. 
Canal, 382 — 19, 20. 380. 
Captain French Lane, 149 — 85. iLo. 
Capper Lane, 157 — ^131, ifio- 
Castle, 429—5, LL2. 
„ Crescent, 413- 
Dairy, 417—5. 
Hill. 3. 20. 382. 
„ How Hill, 85—5. 
Lodge. ^ 
Mills, 384—5, jSo, 409- 
Street Cemetery, 414- 
Cat castle, 83. 
Cauld-stean. 295 — 50. 304. 
Cemetery, 2UU< 
CemeterA- Lane, U)H — 20. 
Central Buildings, 374. 
Chapel Close, 82. ^lo, 382. 
Chapels and Sfcts : — 
Baptist. 1 ig. 
Christian Brethren, 408. 
Congregational, 3.S2— 59, 106, 129, i88, 

307. nil MAi 
Friends' Meeting, 400— 22, 184. 111, 32^. 
Glasites. 102- 

Independcnt Methodists, 3^ 
Inghamite, 86—102, 1 14. ^33, 408. 
Morisonian, 139 — 106, ^2^. 
Mormons, 3^ 

Plyn)outh Brethren. 407 — 96. 142, ^2^. 
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CHAl'KI.S ANl> SkCTS — ( ■illtllllUli 

Presbyterian, 321 — tSj. 10b. i v>, tiu. jo^, 

ili; ill: 
Priiiiitivc Muthodist. 540 — 415. 
Roman Catholic, j()4 77, iSj. u»«>. ^ u. 

Sam]«n)aniaiis, 102. 
Unitariati, jof* — 83. 22t). 
Unitarian Baptists, 118. 307. 
Wfslevan. J54— 142. jo^ US- 
ChartiMS Koyal. ^5. 
Cliiirch Mis-sionary Society, 207. 
CHUKriifs: — 

All Hallows, jio — 130. 
Holy Trinity - Bells, 2^; Decoration of. 
214 ; Early History of, 20^ ; 1 "cstivitit s 
at, 2ih : Glass, 245- 167. 213. 227 ; 
Lectureships, 213 : Masses at. lOo : 
Mnnmnents. 247 ; Mnsic.il Festivals, 
241 : Orfjan, 230 : Organ Gallery. 220. 
226. 23«) ; Pews. 23.S — 101, 140. 213, 22:. 
i^T, ; Plan of. 212 ; Pnlpit. 237 — loi ; 
Rectors and \'icars. 20s, 2fiu; Registers, 
2V) : Si/e of. 211; Tower. 2(x>. 217 ; 
Yard, zij zzz. 
St. Geori^e's old. 2^7 — 144. 227. 41 
St. George's, new, 41 ^. 
St. Thomas's, ^^s- 
Clock. Town's. 2<)3 — 43, 2«)i- 
Clothing, m» 

Com iiKS. ij. 141. I SO. 270. '-'SS 
Defiance, ^ 

I'lying Machine. 27ft. 
Ciood Intent, 32^ 27S, 2 So. 
Independent. ^ 
Lord Kxmoiith. ftj. 
New Times. 271). 
North Briton. 32^ 
North Star, (iz. 
Robert Burns, 32. 
Royal LiveiT<""j|, 32. 
Royal Mail. 26g. 27S- 
Royal Pilot. 2iiu. 
Royal L'nion. 2 So. 
Telegraph, 27^- 
Union, 32. 270. 2So. 
Coal. 1 31. 

Cock Fighting. 31^, Lli^ ij^ 



i Collin C'roft. 130 — 73, 157. 
Collin Field, — 130. 
Colonel S(jnar«?, 125. 
C"onservative Club, 104. 142, 143, 145. 
Cordwaim r's Hall, jo. 
Corporation, 45—30. 3^ 38, 
Cottons. Kendal, 324—41,^ 133, 135. 
I Crippleg.ite, tki. 
I Cross Bank, bj^i I07. 142. I46. 
Cross Gutter. 131 — 161. 
Ckoss Hoi si;s : - 
Highgat.-. 
Kirkland, igi. 
Str.imongate, 400, 401. 
Sfrieklandgate, 351. 
Ciickstool, 410. 
1 Curfew. jS. 

I Dalton, Dr.. 2^. 404. 

I DiR-kwray Hall, 3tK>— 2SS. 

I Dockwiay Hall Mills. 362 — 35. 

Doftress Wood. 149. 

Dodding Green, 405—77, ij^h. m- 

Doodleshire. 41 \. 

Dot>r Mutes, 151. 

Drainage of l own. ^ 
j Dvir's Beck, 

I E- 

luonoiuical Library, 109. 
llleetions. Municipal. 55. 
Illections of iSiS. O2, bj^ fMN 
Kntry Lane. 2.Sq. 

F, 

Fair. (>. 2. 343- 

Far Cross B.aiik. 424- 20, 157. 
\ Female Labour. LiL 
. I-isher Tarn, 58. 

I lag, Town's, 2i>4. 

Floods. 21 — 22, 23j c)7. 4 is. 

I\>ld. The. 344-185, jo^, 3S2. 

I'om I Ing, 424. 
j I Vff Librar\'. 2i:)7. 30 1 . 

G. 

j Galleried Houses. 2l ' V^^. 340. 342. 344. 
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(ias Works, lyb — 2o. 
Glebe House, 174 — 160. 
Goose Holme. liL Hi 52: 2^ .{tj?. 
GotiKh. Johu, 2^. jtM^. 342: i^- 
Gtay. the Poet, Li*^ 287. 
(iraiuly Nook Hall. U V 
(iiiilds. Oi 1 14. US- 
(jllifs, <i7. 



Home. The, 157. 
H<jnil)ook, I j.S, 170. 
Horiicop Hall, \fy 1 . 

HoSl'ITALS : — 

Dowkf. r, 121 — 120, I Si,. 

Memorial, 82. 

St. Leonard's, 424- 

Sandes. 133—132. LLL liii. Hi 



Inns :— 

Albion, 102. 
AiiKcl. 30—49- 
licar. 181. 

B('ar and Kaj^j^ed Staff. l4<j. 
IJeii Hurd's, 328. 
Hird in Hand. 100. is6. 
Bishop Blai/e, 114 -49. 
lil.ick ^ 2lh ''i^' 

Hl.'iek Cock, i.Si. 315. 
Black Horse and Rainbow, 77 — 79, 42s- 
Hlai k o" Moor. { 
Blai:k Swan, 81- 310. 
Blue .\nehor. 1S7. 
BUiC Bell, LlS»io2. 
Bo(»t and Shoe. 1 57. 
Bottle and Glass, 417. 
'Bowling; (jreen, 8^. 

Bridal'. 4"9- i LL 
Brown Cow, ; y;. 

Bnll Head. 

Butcher's Arms, 2I: 

Canal. 3.80. 

Castle, 41 s. 

Castle and GritTin, ijfi. 

Cock and l')ol|)hiii. 1S8 — 413. 

Commercial, ji- 33. i<ii 111. 62. ^Q. JIl 

Cordwainer's Arms. 34c). 



Inns — Conlniticd. 

Cross Keys. iSH. it^o. 

Crown. 2fxj — 32, 82^ 322. 

Crown and Mitre, 65^ 66j I2g. 

I)o{; and Badger, 181. 

DoK and Dnck, 82^ 377. 

Dolphin. 70 — 82. 

Duke Charles, 401. 

Duke of Cmnberland, 423 — 49. 

Dun Horse. 391. 

Dyer's Arms, 144. 

Elei)[iant, 323. 

Ewe and Lamb, iSi. 

Kxchange, 66» 

Farmer's .Arms, 416. 

Fat Lamb. i;>7. 

Fish, 332. 

I'ootball, 304—82, ^os. ' 
l-'orester's Arms, Sq^ 
I'omUain, ^68. 
l"ox's. ^ 

Fox and Goose. ^ Mt. bj^ ji, fiz» 
Gardener's .Arms. {i<^. 
Gcm^v and Dragon, ^og. 
Globe, 302 — 82. 
Golden Ball, iki^ 

(jolden Fleece. 72 — 31. ^ 2^ Si. 

Ciolden Lion. 305 — 81, 1 '>u. 

(ireen Dragon. 326. 

Grevhounil Irrigate. 43^ 3^2, 

Half Moon. ^7. t78. 

Hammer and Pincers. 181 . 

Hannnerin-Hand. 181 . 

H.'iie and Hoimds, 130. 

Hie Coomber, 190— 188. 

Hole in the Wall, jo^. 

Holly Hill. 33. 

House ot Lords. i\c). 

Hyena. <IS- 

Jolly Anglers, 102. 

Kent, ^8o. 

King s ,\ru\s, 274 — 32, i^. 62. ^2; ^ 129. 
Lal>i 

King's Heatl. Hi^ 391. 

Laboin-in-\ ain, 33^. 

Lamb and I'lag, tSi. 

Lord N<lson, ^7 \. 

Lords and Conunons, ^st. 360. 
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Lowther Arms, 420—49. fli 
Malt ShovL-1, MI. 
Mason's Arms. \q^. 
Moulder's .-Xrins. mj^ 
Nag's Head, 399—22. ^ 
Nelson, mS. 
New Crown, 423. 
New Inn, 140 — 49, fii. 
New Ship. Si. 
Oddfellow's Arms, 360- 
Old Ship, 
Pack, ^o^. 

Pack Horse. 326—49, 17H. 416- 
Peacock, 2S(t. 

Prince of Wales' Feathers, 417- 
Pump, 367—20, 58, fit. 
Queen's He.id, liLU 
Queen Catherine, 128, 
Queen Victoria, 128. 398. 
Railway, 420—22. 
Recruiting Sergeant, ^03- 
Rifleman's Arms, 85. 
Ring o' Hells, 176—49, 1^ LZii 22^ 
240. 

Rising Sun. 182. 

Rock, 14'). 150- 

Roebuck, 65. I2tj. 

Rose and Crown, 285 — 81, 270. 

Roy.-il Oak, ^Jh^'i^ ^ 

Rule and Square, 1^7, ^i'>- 

Sawyer's Arms, 354. 

Seven Stars, 345^81, 121, 

Shakespeare, 132—97, 18^ 

Shoulder of Mutton, 393. 

Slip. 300. 

Star, 114. 

Strickland Arms, 

Sun, 121. 

Tanner's Arms, 103. 

T' Bell Ncak. ^53, 

Three Tuns, 78, 22^ 

Turk's Head. 371. 

Unicom, 108. 376. 

Union, 354. 

Victory, ^ 

Vintnor's Arms. 146. 

Weaver's Arms. 416. 



Inns — Continued. 

Wheat Sheaf. 178 — i6t. 
White Hart, 60—70, iii- 
W'hite Horse, 342. 

White Lion, 287—82, 109, 129, 274, 361 
White Sergeant, 392. 
White Swan, 150. 407. 
W(Kjdnian. ifii. 
Woolpack, 323—49, 31V 
Insignia, Town's, ^ 



Jenning's Yard, 118 — 99. 

Kendal, Derivation of, _j. 
.. Fell. ^ 
Green, 363. 
Health of, 
Heath, li 
„ Height above Sea, 3 
,. Plan of, 161 12. 
Kent, River, 21—3. ^^12^1^2^, 29, 90, 41 

Lane, 380. 
Kilner Hall, 22i 
Kirkbarrow, 182 — 149, t6o. 
Kirkland, (kj. ioi. i 53. 



Lamps, Street. 19. 

Load Hall. 36.S. 

Leaden Hall. 

Leather Hall, £i. 

Library, 

Link Boys, 198. 

Literary and Scientific, 332, 396, 407. 
Little Roods, 158. 184. 
London Missionary Society. 323. 382. 
Lound, 23. 

Lowther Street, 381 — 18, 



M.nrket. 303—6. j, 340. 

Cross. 295 — j8, ^ 50. 78. 
Maude's Meadow. 57. 
Maypole, 161 — 18. 
Mechanics' Institute. 108 — 104, t43. 
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Mint House, go. 
Monument, 85. 

,, House, 83 — 321. 
Moot Hall. 292—50, 2CjO, ^m, uz- 
Museum, 331— 3>**i 43- 

Todhunter's, 371—121. 3f»8. 434- 
Musical Festivals, 82- 



Natural History Society, ug- 

Netherfield Works, 197. 

New Biggin, 29—11, 18,35^^^601 340- 

New Inn Y.ird. 139 — 1S5. 

New Shambles. 37H. 

Newspapers : — 

AgreeaUle Miscellany, 371 • 
Kendal Chronicle, ijH. 2-S3. ^3o. 372- 
Diar>', 32L 
.. Herald. 2S5, 
Times, 128. 373. 
Weekly Courant. 37 1. 
Weekly Mercury. 28^. 371. 
Lonsdale Magazine. 2^1. 
Westmorland Ga/ette. 2X3—270, 372. 
Westmorland journal of U.seful Know- 
ledge, 270- 
Night Watch, 
Numbering of Houses, il. 

0. 

Oddfellows' Hall, wB, 

Old Shambles, 71—18, ii. z5: 

P. 

Pack Horses. 328— 14». LlSi IMj iHh il± 

Pear Tree, 86. 

Philharmonic Society, m. 

Pigeon Cote, 39- 

Pillory, 296. 

Police Station, 45. 

Poorhousi? Lane, 1H9. 

Population, 2«>- 

Post Oflice, 375—97, 102. 146. 1^4. 272. 

Prince Charlie. 32. 

Prison, 336. 

Public Penance, 2iq- 

Pumps, 1861 1^ 



Race Course, 87 — 89, ^s6. 
Railway, 421 — 19. 
Rainf.all. 23 — 24. 25. 
Ralphford Hall, 
Redman s Yard, 270—190. 
Roads, Lii, 

Robbin's CotToe House, 60, 
Roiniiey. (ieorge. 270 — 1S9. 2s i. 37^. 
Rosi inaiy r,.'uie. 406. 

8, 

S:uk1«-s Avenue, 20, ^52. 
Scale Mall, £1. 
Si:H(>ni.s : - 

nine Ci';it. 137 — 10.S. Liih LHa Lii UAi 

233- 
British. 414. 

Castle Street Infant. 142. 
Chnrcli Siuulay. i86 — 107, ifio- 

infant Day. liS. 
Con^'ret^ational Siuiday, .^S2. 
IVll Side Sunday, 313. 
l"ri« luls' Day, 4(J2 — 34. 

Sunday. 401. 
Grannnar, 169 — fto, ijH, 139. 
(iieeii Co.it Sunday. i8:S- 
(in y Cnat Sim day, 185 — 186. 
Industrial. 385—105. 

Jfiining's Yard Sunday. 107, 119. 185, 186. 

23.V 

Kirkl uid <iirls' Siniday, tHh. 

Lon^'h's. I z {. 

Miss Dinican's Girl, 1 :<). 

M orison i.in Sunday. 140. 185. 

Mrs. Knipe's. 1 20. 

National Sehtiol, 82—233. 

Presbyterian Sunday, 323- 

Primitive Methndist Sunday, U7. 

Redltead's. no. 

Roman Catliitlic Sunday, 397. 

Scueiu e .uul Art, 385 — 185. 

St. (iei>r^;e s Day, 416. 

Sunday, 416. 
St. Tbomas's Sunday, 186, 336. 
Wesleyan Sunday. 356. 
Wilson's, 123. 
Scout's Seaur, iiiL 
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Sepulchre, jti. 

Serpentine Woods, 38^ 2^ 357. 
Skeat Hall, 368, 
Sleddall, Thomas, 5^ 

„ Almshouses, ^8s. 

„ Hall, 416. 
Speed's Plan, 16 — 12, 360. 
Sprint, River, qo. 
St. George's Hall, 398 — 356. 
Stirzaker, Richard, iZi IL 71i g2'>- 27!>- 
Stocks, Kirkland, i74' 

„ Market, 302- 
Stone Cross, iqi. 
Sunny Brow, 20. 
Syke, 310. 

Symonds, Rev. Dr., fm. 

T. 

Tan Yards, 102, loR. 1 1 ^. 176, iHg. 
Telegraph, zo. 
Thatched Houses, 8^ 157. 
Theatres : — 

Crown Inn, 260, 321. 

Market Place, 304—319. 

Old Shambles, 32t. 

Shakespeare, 132 — 142, 321. 

Woolpack Yard, 319 — 88, 132. 
Thorny Hills, 10. 
Time Gun, 38. 
Tioder Box, 193- 
Tlihe Bam, 191- 
Tobacco, 25, i8i. 374- 
Todd's Plan, 18, io2j isSt tgt, 399. 



I Tokens, gS. 
Tolson Hall, 41. 

Town Hall, see Moot Hall and White Hall. 
Town View, 142. 336. 

IT. 

Umbrella, 2i 34o. 

V. 

Victoria Jubilee Bridge, 2Q» 

w. 

I Watchfield, 195 — 20, 25. III. 165. iqq. 
j Water Crook, _i. 85. 
' Waterloo Hous«*. ^7^. 
I Well Sykc. 

' Westmorland Chimneys. 346. 

House, 32 — 36. 
,, Windows, 400. 
Wharton, Dr., 12^ ijLL 

White Hall. Highgate, 41 — 35, 62^ 22i 95i 
los. 106. 127, 2q2. 

StrickKindgate, 34S- 
Wiggins, Jimmy, 6^. 67, 370. 
Wigs, y^. 
Wildmangate, 416. 
Windmill, im. 

Workhouse, 357— 18. ilOj 327- 

„ Kirkland, i8q. 

Workman's Institute, 304 — 355, _^oa. 
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SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES. 



Arhatt, E. J., ClifTside, Kendal (2 copies). 
Anueksun, Lionel, Grccnbank, Kendal. 
ArgL£S, Mrs. T. A., Eversley, MiliUliorpe. 
Arnold, H., Arabarrow, Miliith<npe. 
Armstrong, VV. B., Highgate, Kendal (3 copies). 
Atkinson* R., 36, Finkle Street, Kendal. 

Bagot, Captain, M.P., Levens Hall, MUnthorpe. 

Bank of Liveki'ooi., Limited, Kendal. 
Bakon, n. \V., Castle Park Terrace, Kendal. 
Barrow-in-Furness Public Library. 
Batbson, Thomas, J. P., Bank House, Kendal. 
Bolton, John, Hollin Garth, Kendal. 
Braitiiwaite, J. H., Layer Breton, Kendal. 
Braithwaite, Cecil, Colncluirst, Watford, Herts. 
Braithwaitb, Rev, H. M. 72, Shaw Street, Liverpool. 
Braituwaitb, Harold B., Highgate, Kendal (a copies). 
Braithwaitb, Mrs., Hawesmead, Kendal. 
Braithwaite, J, M., 31, Wildman Street, Kendal. 
Brown, Mrs., Bank Top, Kendal. 
Brvcb, Mrs., Burneside, Kendal. 
Bushkr, John, Park Villas, Kendal. 
BuTTBRwiTH, CHARtJts, Kendal. 

Cannon, Mrs., Lorne House, Victoria Park, Manchester. 

Carlislb Pubuc Library, Tullte House. 

Chaplin, A., Bookseller, Keswick. 

Clark, John, nrnii.diton in Furness. 

CoCKiLL, Dr., Linduai lloime, Kendal. 

CoMDBR, EuwARD, Ncwcourt,'Colwali, Herefordshire. 

CooPBR Miss, Branthuliiu-, Windermere. 

Cornish, J. E,, 16, St. .'\nn's Square, Manclicster. 

CowPER, H. S., F.S..\., Hawkshead, Lancashire. 

Cragg, Jno. W. T., 8, Mayfield, Kendal. 

CrbwdsOn, Mrs. Frank, Summer How (a copies). 

Crewhson, W, D., Helme Lodgf, Kendal. 

Crewdson, Howard, Levens, Milnthorpe (3 copies). 

Cropper, James, EUergreen. 

Cropton, H. T., 36, Brasenose Street, Manchester. 
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CuRWEN, Eldreu, \\ ithdcanc Court, Brighton. 
CuRWKN, A. Darcy, Horncop Hall, Kendal. 

DAKHYSHiRr, Ai FKt i', r;. 6 razcnose Street, Manchester. 

Davies, C. S., liighgatc, Kendal. 

DftRBY, Earl of, WUherslack Hall (2 copies). 

Db Romb, M., Airethwaite, Kendal. 

De Romi;, Tuf.oddkk, Beechwood. Krndnl. 
Dickson, A. B.. Altbott's Reading, ilaverthwaite. 
DiXO.s, J. W'., Fowl Ing, Kendal. 

EoMosnsoN, Miss. Alii i dale House, Keswick. 
EvERSON, KiciiAKD, 62, Higiigalf, KeaUal. 

FarrbR, Miss, 40, Stramongate, Kendal. 
Farrer, Mks., liiglcliorough, Lancashire. 
Favvcett, James, Aynain CuUage, Kendai. 
Fbnton, Sir Myles, K.B., South Niithcld, Surrey. 
FoRMBY, John, Far Close, Arnside. 
Fribkds' Hook Socjbty, KenUal. 

Gakdy, James, Heaves, Mitnthorpe. 

Gaythori'e, Harper, F.S.A. (Scot.), Barrow-io-Furness. 
Gawith, Mrs., Grec-nbank, Kendal. 

GiBSu.s, A.STiiu.NY .MEi'CALi'E, Culdbcck, RaveDStonedalc. 

Gill, Edward, Finkle Street, Kendal. 

GoTT, Thomas ArKiNsi>N, Sunnyside, Kendal. 

Gray, Henry, Goldsniith's Estate, East Acton, London. 

Gkaysun, F. C, /O, Highgatc, Keudal. 
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